
WORLD WAR  I  
“The Great War” 

1914-1918



1. Main Causes of WWI:
MILITARISM
ALLIANCES
IMPERIALISM
NATIONALISM
Final Spark: Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of 

Austria.
2. Serbia: Nationalist from Serbia assassinated leader of Austria. 

NATIONALISM.
3. Central Powers: Germany, Austria-Hungary, Ottoman Empire.
4. Allied Powers: England, France, Russia, USA
5. Trench Warfare: System of trenches on WESTERN FRONT, 

leads to stalemate in the War.
6. Lusitania: British Passenger ship, sunk by German U-Boat.



7. Treaty of Versailles: Ended WWI, Punishes Germany. Ends 
Austrian and Ottoman Empires.

8. Reparations: War Debts,  financial penalty. Sends Germany into a 
Depression.

9. War Guilt Clause: Germany must accept FULL BLAME for WWI.

10. Polish Corridor: Land taken from Germany, given to Poland to 
give Polish access to the Sea.

12. League of Nations:  Peace Keeping organization, meant to end all 
War. USA and GERMANY not involved.



Dulce et Decorum est
Pro patria mori.



Dulce et Decorum 
est Pro patria mori.

(The old Lie)



As under a green sea, I saw him drowning. 
In all my dreams, before my helpless sight, 

He plunges at me, guttering,(11) choking, drowning. 
If in some smothering dreams you too could pace 

Behind the wagon that we flung him in, 
And watch the white eyes writhing in his face, 

His hanging face, like a devil's sick of sin; 
If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood 

Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs, 
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud(12)

Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues, 
My friend, you would not tell with such high zest(13)

To children ardent(14) for some desperate glory, 
The old Lie; Dulce et Decorum est

Pro patria mori.(15) 



When  is  war

justified ???





Christmas Truce, December 24th 1914







Balkan Powder Keg





The Sick Man of Europe





MAIN Causes of WWI

1. MILITARISM:
Glorification of military. 
Arms race led to fear & 
desire to use new industrial 
weapons.





2. ALLIANCES

 Suspicions led to 
alliances. 

Germany, 
Austria/Hungary 
& Italy (Central 
Powers)

Britain, France, 
Russia (Allied 
Powers)





3. IMPERIALISM

Competition 
between 
European 
countries over 
land & 
resources in 
Africa, China, 
and India 
create tension.



4. NATIONALISM

Nationalism:

Austria-Hungary

Ottoman Empire

Germany (Blood 
and Iron)

Italy

England

France



FINAL SPARK
The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of 

Austria by a Serbian radical.

 He wanted Balkans to be free from Austrian Control. 
(nationalism)

A/H declares war on Serbia, alliances start, WWI begins.





MAIN CAUSES of WWI

M: militarism

A: alliances

 I: imperialism

N: nationalism

Final spark: The 
assassination of The 
Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand







BEGINNING OF WAR

CENTRAL POWERS: Germany, Austria-Hungary, 
Ottoman Empire, Italy (until 1915)

ALLIED POWERS: Britain, France, Russia, United 
States (1917)



Western 
Front

Eastern 
Front

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Map_1914_WWI_Alliances.jpg


The Schlieffen Plan



Propaganda starts the War



INDUSTRY CHANGES WAR
 Machine Gun, 

Mustard Gas, Tank, 
U-Boat, Plane



U-Boats





















Trench Foot



WWI in the air…



Zeppelin



TOTAL WAR: all 
resources go into war 
effort. Draft, taxes, 
rations. ALL PEOPLE 
AFFECTED BY WAR. 
(social effect)

 War continues for 4 years. 
Little advances from either 
side.

 Trench Warfare stalls war 
on the WESTERN 
FRONT.



MAJOR TURNING POINTS OF WWI

 1. Sinking of Lusitania (US ENTERS)

 2. Battle of Somme

 3. Zimmerman Telegram

 4. Russia leaves war to fight Revolution.



The Zimmerman Telegram



Lusitania

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYKdXABWaFg


11 a.m., November 11, 1918





Effects OF WAR

 8.5 million killed, 17 
million wounded

 Famine. Farms, 
homes, cities 
destroyed.

 Huge War Debts to 
pay…who will pay?





14 Points: 
~Free Trade
~No Secret Alliances
~”Self Determination” of countries
~ LEAGUE OF NATIONS

Woodrow Wilson



Treaty of Versailles replaces 14 points
France, Britain want revenge.

Punish Germany for WWI

War Guilt Clause:. Germany must pay full 
Reparations.

NO MILITARY, NO IMPERIALISM.

League of Nations set up to keep peace. 
USA/Germany are not members.

US and Germany not involved










