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KEY TERMS

1. Mughal Empire: Ruled by Akbar the Great (Islamic). Believed in 
Tolerance between religions.

2. Ottoman Empire: Began after the Fall of Constantinople (1453). Ruled at 
its height by Suleiman the Magnificent. Lasts until 1918.

3. Tokugawa Shogunate: Last Feudal empire of Japan. 

4. Louis XIV: The “Sun King”. Greatest of the Absolute Monarchs of France. 
Lived in Versailles.

5. Peter the Great: Absolutist Monarch of Russia. Sought Warm Water Ports 
and to WESTERNIZE Russia.

6. Qing Dynasty: Last Dynastic Empire of China. 



“THE ENCOUNTER”



MERCANTILISM / ENCOMIENDA SYSTEM
 Mother Countries set up 

COLONIES for RAW MATERIALS 
to BENEFIT MOTHER COUNTRY.

 Spain, England, France

 Conflict starts between these 3

 Spanish set up ENCOMIENDA 
SYSTEM to control Colonies. 



ENCOMIENDA SYSTEM
• Lack of labor leads to MIDDLE 

PASSAGE (African Slave)

• Land Owners (Spain) hold the 
power over natives (Latin 
America)



COLUMBIAN EXCHANGE: 
TRANSFER OF FOOD, PLANTS, ANIMALS BETWEEN NEW WORLD AND EUROPE



PRIMARY SOURCE





H: Historical Context: What events led up to this document?

I: Intended Audience: Who is being addressed?

P: Point of View: What is the author’s position? How does it influence their words?

P: Purpose: Why is the author creating this document?

E: Effectiveness: Is there a bias? Is it reliable?

Analyzing the Source



MONARCHY
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AKBAR THE GREAT: MUGHAL EMPIRE

Muslim Ruler

Diversity and Tolerance





BYZANTINE EMPIRE

Eastern Roman Empire. Preserves Greek / Roman ideas.
 Justinian’s Code
Hagia Sophia
Constantinople

CULTURAL BRIDGE and CROSSROADS between 
Europe, Africa, Asia. 



OTTOMAN EMPIRE

FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE (1453).
CONQUER THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE

Muslims conquer 
Christians in 1453. 
TURNING POINT.
Suleiman the Magnificent 

(Golden Age, Toleration)

Exists until 1918 (WWI)



ABSOLUTISM IN RUSSIA: PETER THE GREAT



•“Westernizes” Russia. Wants to 
Modernize the Empire.

•Wants to acquire a “Warm Water Port” 
to increase Russian Trade.

•An “eye to the West”
• Increases Industry.

PETER THE GREAT 1682-1725





““Kings are justly called Gods, for that they exercise a manner or resemblance of divine power upon earth” 

“God has power to create, or destroy, make, or unmake at his pleasure, to give 
life, or send death, to judge all, and to be judged nor accountable to none: to 
raise low things, and to make high things low at his pleasure, and to God are 
both soul and body due. And the like power have Kings; they make and unmake 
their subjects: they have power of raising, and casting down: of life, and of 
death: judges over all their subjects, and in all causes, and yet accountable to 
none but God only.”

King James VI, 1609
ENGLAND

DIVINE RIGHT
AUTHORITY TO RULE COMES DIRECTLY FROM GOD



•The Sun King, Louis XIV 
(1643-1715)

•Practiced extreme 
absolutism, divided 
France into 3 Estates 
and eliminated taxation 
from the first 2.

• l'état, c'est moi

FIRST 
ESTATE: 
CLERGY

.5%

SECOND ESTATE: 
NOBLES

1.5%

THIRD ESTATE:
BOURGEOISE, PEASANTS

98% 
PAID ALL TAXES, OWN NO 

LAND

The “Old Regime”









Versailles Statistics
 2,000 acres of grounds
 12 miles of roads
 27 miles of trellises
 200,000 trees
 210,000 flowers planted every year
 80 miles of rows of trees
 55 acres surface area of the Grand Canal
 12 miles of enclosing walls
 50 fountains and 620 fountain nozzles
 21 miles of water conduits
 3,600 cubic meters per hour: water consumed
 26 acres of roof
 51,210 square meters of floors
 2,153 windows
 700 rooms
 67 staircases
 6,000 paintings
 1,500 drawings and 15,000 engravings
 2,100 sculptures 
 5,000 items of furniture and objects d'art
 150 varieties of apple and peach trees in the Vegetable Garden 



Versailles Today



TOKUGAWA SHOGUNATE

~RIGID class    
system

~Dynastic Rule

~ISOLATION due to 
Geography of Japan
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