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THE COLD WAR

United States

Democracy

The era of confrontation and competition between the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union when the threat of nuclear 

war created constant world tension

vs.

 Soviet Union

Communism



Differing Philosophies
 •Believed in democratic government 
 •Believed economic stability would  

keep peace in the word 
 •Believed the free enterprise system  
    was necessary for economic growth 

 •Believed in communist government  
 •Believed that government should  
      control all aspects of society 
 •Wanted to control the nations   
      between Russia and Germany





Soviets 
take over 

Eastern 
Europe

Soviet troops move into Germany near the end of World War II

As World War II ended, the 
Soviet army occupied the 

countries of Eastern Europe 
that Germany had 

conquered during the war



The Iron Curtain

Poland, Romania, Czechoslovakia, Hungary Bulgaria 
and East Germany became satellite nations of  USSR



Winston Churchill’s   
Iron Curtain Speech 

March 5, 1946

! From Stettin in the Baltic 
to Trieste in the Adriatic 

an iron curtain has 
descended across the 

Continent. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAyXXepUgrE



Truman Doctrine
U.S. foreign policy established by President Truman saying the 

U.S. would protect democracies throughout the world

“It must be the policy of 
the United States to 

support free peoples who 
are resisting attempted 
subjugation by armed 
minorities or outside 

pressures”  
      -- Harry Truman



The Truman Doctrine 
March 1947

American Goal 
Contain  

Communism 
keep it from spreading to 
other parts of  the world



Secretary of State 
George Marshall 
toured Western 

Europe; witnessed 
widespread 

homelessness and 
famine.

Aid for Europe

Children in a London suburb, waiting outside the wreckage of what was their home

Fearing Europeans 
would turn to 

communism as an 
answer to their 

economic problems, 
Marshall proposed 

the U.S. help to 
rebuild Europe, 

leading to…



Marshall 
Plan

U.S. plan for rebuilding 
Western Europe (and 

repelling communism) after 
World War II

Plan made U.S. heroes to 
people of Western Europe

Plan pumped 
billions of dollars 

into Western 
Europe for food 

and supplies
George C. Marshall



Germany 
Divided

Berlin (the capital of 
Hitler’s Germany) was 
a multinational area 

within the Soviet zone.

After World War II, 
Germany was divided 

into four zones, 
occupied by French, 

British, American, and 
Soviet troops.

British

French
American

Soviet



In June of 1948, the 
French, British and 

American zones were 
joined into the nation of 

West Germany.

East and West  
Germany 

formed

West 
Germany

East 
Germany

West Berlin

East Berlin



Soviets cut off West Berlin from the 
rest of the world.

Berlin Blockade 
(April 1, 1948 - May 12, 1949



Berlin Airlift
President Truman 

decided to avoid the 
blockade by flying in 

food and other supplies 
to the needy people of  

West Berlin

At times, over 5,000 
tons of  supplies 

arrived daily



Berlin 
Airlift

The Berlin Airlift saved the 
people of West Berlin from 
falling under Soviet Union 

control

Soviet blockade of West 
Germany convinced many 
Americans that the Soviets 

were trying to conquer 
other nations



NATO
North Atlantic Treaty Organization

Formed in 1949 to protect Western 
Europe from Soviet aggression



The Warsaw Pact

The Warsaw Pact was the Soviet Union’s response to 
the creation of  the North Atlantic Treaty Organization



The Arms Race
The Soviet Union exploded 
its first atomic bomb in 1949

Now there were two atomic 
superpowers



The Arms Race
The U.S. develops 

and tests a hydrogen 
bomb in 1952

Hydrogen bomb is 
1,000 times more 

powerful than atomic 
bomb at Hiroshima

Theory of  Mutually 
Assured Destruction 

(MAD)



Mao’s Revolution (1949) 
The Communist take Control of  China

Half the world 
now appeared to 

be under 
Communist 

control



The Korean War

Following World War II, 
the Allies divided Korea at 

the 38th parallel 

Soviets controlled North 
Korea; U.S. sets up a 

democracy in South Korea 

Both governments claimed 
to control all of Korea

The  Cold War gets HOT



The Korean War
On June 25, 1950, North 

Korea invaded South Korea 

Communist forces push UN 
forces to brink of defeat

U.N. forces, led by General 
MacArthur, took action to try 

to keep South Korea free.

UN forces drive North Koreans 
back toward Chinese  border



The Korean War
As U.N. troops approach its 
border, China enters the war  
(on the side of North Korea)

MacArthur calls for 
an invasion of 

China, wants to use 
the atomic bomb - 
Truman wanted to 

contain communism, 
not start WW III

MacArthur criticized Truman for wanting a “limited war.”       
“Mac” was fired by Truman in April 1951 



The Korean War

Korea was divided (again) 
at the 38th parallel

An armistice was 
signed in July 

1953



Domino Theory

The Domino Theory was the belief that if one 
country fell to communism, the other 

Southeast Asian nations would eventually fall 
to communism as well



More Cold War Tension - 
Hungary 1956

Hungarians revolted 
against the communist 
government controlling 

their country

Soviet troops crushed 
the rebellion

The U.S. chose not to get 
involved in this conflict!



A New Red Scare
U.S. citizens in 1950s 

feared that communists 

wanted to take over the 

world. This fear led to a 

second Red Scare.



House Un-American Activities 
Committee 

Investigated 
allegations of  

communist 
activities in the 
U.S. during the 
early years of  
the Cold War

House Un-American Committee meeting in 1948



Hunting for Subversives & Spies
Alger Hiss 

Former State Department 
official found guilty of  

perjury (lying under oath) 
while testifying to the 

HUAC. 
Sentence-5 years in jail

Ethel & Julius 
Rosenberg 

Found guilty of  treason - 
trying to pass nuclear 
secrets to the USSR. 
Executed in 1953



Dennis v. United States (1951)
In 1948 Eugene Dennis and 

eleven other Communist Party 
USA leaders were convicted of  

advocating the violent overthrow 
of  the U.S. government -                          

which violated the Smith Act

The Court upheld the convictions.  
The Smith Act did not violate the 

1st Amendment.  Advocating 
Communism presented a clear and 
present danger to the US [Schenk]



McCarthyism
In 1952, U.S. Senator Joe 
McCarthy began holding 
Senate hearings in which 
thousands of  people were 

accused of  being 
communist sympathizers 

McCarthy turned the hearings 
into witch-hunts, destroying 

numerous people’s reputations 
on rumor and weak evidence



Cold War Tensions - Sputnik (1957)

http://boingboing.net/images/sputnikanniversary0780.jpg

Launched on Oct. 4, 1957 this 
was the first artificial satellite 

sent into space

Satellite was 58 cm in 
diameter and broadcast 

radio pulses

Soviets beat 
Americans into space - 

they have a 
technological edge!



Impact of Sputnik
Congress establishes the 

National Aeronautics 
and  Space Agency 
(NASA) to conduct 

research in rocket and 
space technology

Congress also passed the National 
Defense Education Act, which provided 

money for education and training in 
science, math and foreign languages



The Space Race 
In 1961, Russian cosmonaut Yuri 

Gagarin blasted off into space, 
making the Soviet Union the first 

nation to launch a human into 
orbit

Kennedy said he wanted 
U.S. to land a man on the 

moon by the end of the 
1960s



Kennedy’s challenge was met on 
July 20, 1969, when Neil 

Armstrong became the first 
human to step foot on the moon

“That’s one small step for 
man, one giant leap for 

mankind.” – Neil Armstrong

 USA Wins Space Race !



The Berlin Wall

http://www.worldhistoryatlas.com/images/U10/AWHcom12_U10_M_Berlin.gif



http://www.dailysoft.com/berlinwall/xgraphics/photographs/berlinwall-60s/19611208friedrich.jpg

The East Germans began 
building the wall in Aug. 1961

Its purpose was to keep East 
Germans from “escaping” to the 

western sectors of  Berlin
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_GtJXfvgaUS0/TJYatr24wfI/AAAAAAAAASw/

7Bli_kz-EQ4/s1600/hist_berlin_wall.jpg



Fidel Castro Takes Control in Cuba (1959)

On Jan. 1, 1959, a revolution 
led by Fidel Castro 

succeeded in overthrowing 
the American-supported 

government of  Cuba 

Soviet leader Nikita 
Khruschev embraces 

Castro, 1961

Cuba-USSR become allies



Bay of  Pigs (April, 1961)
CIA-trained Cuban exiles led an attack at 
the Bay of Pigs in Cuba in an attempt to 

overthrow Castro

Invasion failed; was a huge foreign policy 
blunder for the United States



Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)



Cuban Missile Crisis
Oct 22, Kennedy ordered a naval 
quarantine of Cuba. U.S. Navy 
will stop ships from reaching 

Cuba

Soviet ships reach the 
quarantine line, but 

receive radio orders from 
Moscow to go no further



Cuban Missile Crisis

On Oct. 28, Soviets announce 
that they will remove their 

missiles out of Cuba.   
In return, the U.S. removed 

missiles from Turkey

Kennedy threatens a U.S. 
invasion of Cuba unless Soviet 

missiles are removed

President John F. Kennedy thinking in the Oval 
Office during the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962



The 
Vietnam 

War



At the end of  WW II, France 
had control of  Vietnam

Vietnamese Communist, 
led by Ho Chi Minh, 

fought for independence

Vietnam was divided in 1954: 
Communist North 
Democratic South

American advisors sent to 
train South Vietnamese to 

resist Communism



Gulf  of  Tonkin Resolution (1964)

http://www.ussmaddox.org/731.jpg

U.S.S. Maddox

This resolution was approved by 
Congress after two incidents in which 

North Vietnamese torpedo boats shot at 
American ships in August 1964

The resolution gave the president 
the power to take all necessary 

measures to repel any armed attack 
against the forces of  the US and to 

prevent further aggression

Congress did not declare war;         
this declaration gave the president 

the power to fight a war



Vietcong  

Guerrilla army based in 
South Vietnam that fought 

against the U.S. and the 
South Vietnamese 

government

Their goal was Vietnamese 
unification - one country run 
by the government of North 

Vietnam



Operation Rolling Thunder
The U.S. bombing campaign 
conducted against the North 

Vietnam from 1965 until 1968

The three-year assault was 
intended to get North Vietnam 

to stop supporting South 
Vietnamese guerrillas

Operation became 
most intense air/

ground battle 
waged during the 

Cold War



50

Tet Offensive  
January 30 – June 8, 1968

The Vietcong and the 
North Vietnamese 
launched surprise 
attacks throughout 

South Vietnam during 
the Tet, - the 

Vietnamese New Year



Tet Offensive
Tet was the turning point 

in the war.  It  showed 
that the U.S. was 
nowhere close to 

winning

Above -  
Hole in wall to U.S. 

Embassy in Saigon, which 
was attacked by the Viet 

Cong



Vietnamization - a gradual withdrawal of American 
troops as South Vietnamese took more control



In April of 1970, 
President Nixon 
announced that 

American troops had 
invaded Cambodia

Anti-war protestors 
saw this as an 

escalation of the war, 
sparking violent 

protests on college 
campuses



End of  the Vietnam War
The US begin 

withdrawing forces from 
Vietnam in 1973

http://cache.boston.com/resize/bonzai-fba/Globe_Photo/2009/05/15/1242441987_5068/539w.jpg

http://www.foreignaffairs.com/files/images/RambergSmall.gif

Saigon, the capital of  
South Vietnam, falls to 

the North in 1975

Vietnam is united as a 
Communist country



26th Amendment ratified
During the Vietnam War, 
the average age of  U.S. 

soldier was 19

Most soldiers were old 
enough to fight, but not 

old enough to vote

The 26th Amendment lowered 
the voting age from 21 to 18 

(1971)



War Powers Act (1973)

http://callisto.ggsrv.com/imgsrv/FastFetch/UBER1/mac_03_img0232

http://legallegacy.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/nixon-vietnam.jpg

Law passed to “check” the 
president’s power to commit the 

U.S. to an armed conflict without 
the consent of  Congress

President must notify 
Congress within 48 hours of  
committing forces to action

Troops cannot remain in action 
for more than 90 days without 
authorization from Congress or 

declaration of  war



1970s Cold War

• 1970s - Detente (reduced tension) 
between US & USSR

• Arms reduction treaties 
(SALT, SALT II)

• President Nixon visits China, 1972

http://www.presidentialtimeline.org/resources/images/objects/educators/0483_lg.jpg



Camp David Accords (1978)

Agreement signed by Egyptian President Anwar al Sadat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Menachim Begin

Israel gave up land taken from Egypt in 1967

Egypt formally recognized Israel’s right to exist as a country



Ronald Reagan Elected President 
November 1980

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/16/
Official_Portrait_of_President_Reagan_1981.jpg



Ending the Cold War

Mikhail Gorbachev became 
Premier of  the USSR in 1985

President Ronald Reagan 
dramatically increased US military 

spending, putting pressure on USSR 
to do the same

Gorbachev attempts to change 
the USSR - Glasnost (openess) 

and Perestroika (economic, 
political and social reform)

Eastern-European nations 
rebel against Soviet rule



Berlin Wall Comes Down! 
November 9, 1989

Many people view this as the end of the Cold War



Soviet Union “Dissolved” 
December 26, 1991



Collapse of  the USSR - 1991



1. Berlin Airlift: 1948. US brings supplies to Berlin, which 
had been blockaded by USSR. 

2. Berlin Wall: Built to keep citizens of East Berlin from 
leaving to Free, Democratic West Berlin. 

3. Cold War: state of tension and hostility between USA 
and USSR. Never escalates to actual war. 

4. Containment: Policy of stopping spread of 
Communism. 

5. Cuban Missile Crisis: Soviet Nuclear weapons in Cuba 
threatened USA. 

6. Détente: French term, “Cooling Off”



7. Fall of Berlin Wall: 11/9/1989. Ends split of Berlin. 
8. Glasnost: Soviet word for “Open”. Gorbachev’s plan to 

modernize USSR in 1980’s. 
9. Iron Curtain: “From the Baltic to Trieste”. Divides 

Europe into Communist / Democracy. 
10. Korean War: Communist North, Democratic South. 

Stalemate. 
11. Marshall Plan: American economic aid to Europe to 

avoid Communism. 
12. Gorbachev: last Premier of USSR. Ends Communism. 
13. NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization. American 

Allies.



14. Perestroika: Soviet word for Capitalism. Introduced by 
Gorbachev in 1980’s 

15. Reagan: pushed for an end to Cold War through 
military strength. 

16. SDI: Laser based defense system of the US. 
17. Surrogate Nation: nation taken care of by USA or USSR. 
18. Truman Doctrine: US aid to Greece/Turkey to avoid 

Communism. 



19. Vietnam War: Communist North invade Democratic 
South. North wins, Vietnam becomes Communist. 

20. Warsaw Pact: Allies of USSR during Cold War. 
21. Mccarthyism: Anti-communist movement and trials 

throughout 1950s. Blacklists. HUAC. 
22. Alger Hiss: Charged with being Communist Spy. 

Convicted in 1950, prosecuted by young Richard Nixon. 
23. Dennis v. US: Upholds the Smith Act. (illegal to 

advocate overthrowing the US or affiliating with those 
that do.) 

24. HUAC: House on UnAmerican Activities. 
25. Rosenbergs: 1950. Accused of giving atomic secrets to 

USSR. Executed in 1953.


