
American Expansion and the  
Road to the Civil War,

1800 - 1860



American has Struggled with 
Slavery From its beginning

According to the 
Declaration of 
Independence 

all men are created equal

Yet slavery was 
legal in all of the 
original 13 states!



Northwest Ordinance (1787)  
No slavery in the Northwest Territory



Northern States - Commerce and Industry
By 1804, all Northern states 
had voted to abolish slavery 

within their borders

Gradual Emancipation - slaves were 
not “free” until the end of a work 

period or had reached a certain age



Southern States - Plantation Economy

•Southern Plantation system 
based in land and labor

•Used slavery as an 
inexpensive source of labor

•Cash Crops:  Tobacco, 
Cotton, Indigo



 Cotton Gin

The invention of the cotton gin 
made producing cotton 

incredibly profitable



Slaves cleaning cotton with a cotton gin

The wealth 
created by 
growing cotton 
increased the 
desire to have 
more lands open 
to slavery



Changes in Cotton Production

Cotton Production 
in 1820

Cotton Production 
in 1860



Economic Facts about Slavery

•2/3 of Southerners did NOT own slaves

•90% of slave owners owned 2 or 1 slaves

•Most Southern farmers were 
subsistence farmers - grew enough for 
their own family with little extra to sell

Their disagreement with the North had 
mostly to do with States Rights issues



Louisiana Purchase  (1803) 
Should these lands be open to slavery?



Missouri Compromise (1820) 
- Missouri a slave state 

- Maine a free state 
- No slavery north of 36 / 30 



Slave Revolts

•Denmark Vessey 
(Charleston, S.C. 1822)

•Gabriel Prosser 
(Richmond, VA. 1800)

•Nat Turner
 (Southampton Co, VA. 1831)

55 - 65 whites killed!

Slave Revolts 
created much fear among 

white southerners

Revolts were “put down” 
with harsh treatment



The Abolition Movement

Abolition - The call to outlaw [abolish] 
slavery in America

Goal: an immediate end to slavery.  
Enslaved persons emancipated [set free], 

with no payments to the slave owners

Started an ant-slavery newspaper 
called “The Liberator” (1831)

Founder - “American  
Anti-Slavery Society” (1833). 

[250,000 members in 1838]
William  

Lloyd Garrison



Frederick Douglass
Douglass was an escaped slave that 

supported Garrison and The Liberator

He often spoke at meetings held by 
the American Anti-Slavery Society

Began publishing his own anti-slavery 
newspaper, “The North Star” 

in 1838

Douglass published his paper in 
Rochester, NY.  He is buried in that city



American Progress, by John Gast (1872)



Manifest Destiny 

The belief that America was destined 
[supposed to] extend to the Pacific Ocean

Term was first used in 1845, by newspaper 
editor John O’Sullivan



Territorial Expansion - Texas

In 1821, Mexico won 
independence from Spain

The new Mexican 
government adopted a 

free-trade policy with U.S.

Mexico also encouraged 
Americans to move to 

Texas

By 1830, about 7,000 
Americans lived in 

Texas



Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna
1794 - 1876

1834 - Santa Anna dissolved Congress 
and took control of  Mexico.   

The Texans saw him as a threat to 
their interests

Texans ignored Mexico’s 
ban on slavery

Texans refused to convert 
to catholicism

Texans wanted to rule themselves - 
like they had in the United States

Texans never fully accepted  
Mexico’s rules



Texas Revolution - Began Oct. 1835
Texans carried out 

an attack on 
Mexican troops near 

Gonzales, Texas 

Stephen F. Austin,
The Father of Texas
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The Battle of  the Alamo (San Antonio) 
February 23 - March 6, 1836

Troops from Texas took  
control of  the Alamo in 

late 1835

After a 13 day siege, Mexican troops attacked -  
killing all of  the 187 Texans who were inside

“Remember the Alamo” became a rallying cry for 
Texans as they continued their fight for independence



Texas wins Independence!

Sam Houston, 
President of  the 

Republic of  Texas

On April 21, 1836 the Texans 
defeated Santa Anna at the 

Battle of  San Jacinto

Treaty of  Velasco -  
Texas gained independence

In 1838 Sam Houston asked 
Congress to incorporate Texas 

into the United States - 

Congress denied this request!



The Republic of  Texas

Why did Congress turn  
away Texas?

Texas had slavery!   
Adding Texas as a slave state would have upset the 

balance between slave states and free states

Congress feared that making Texas a state 
would lead to war with Mexico



James K. Polk,  
America’s 11th President (1845 - 1849)

www.ldjackson.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/James-K-Polk.gif

Democrat (Tennessee)

While Polk was in office, 
American territory 

increased by more than 
one-third - reaching the 

Pacific Ocean!

http://www.ldjackson.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/James-K-Polk.gif


The Oregon Dispute
During the 1830s & 1840s, 

thousands of  Americans 
moved to Oregon, traveling 

on the Oregon Trail

When running for president in 
1844, Polk spoke of  annexing 

the entire region -  
Fifty-Four Forty or Fight!

Peaceful resolution in 1846.  
Britain & U.S. agree to extend 

existing border



The Mexican American War 
1846 - 1848



The Slidell Mission - Nov. 1845

Congressman
John Slidell

March 1845 - The U.S. had  
annexed [taken over] Texas 

Goals for Slidell’s Mission 
•Convince Mexico to accept the 
Rio Grande River as boundary 

with Texas 

•Buy California and New Mexico 
($30 million)

The mission failed.   
Mexican officials refused to 

meet with Slidell



War with Mexico, 1846 - 1848

April 25, 1846, Mexican 
troops attacked the 

Americans - killing 9

Polk ordered 
2,000American troops into 

the “disputed area” between 
Nueces & Rio Grande

May 11, 1846 -  
Polk asked Congress to 
declare war on Mexico



Though not all supported it, 
Congress declared war on Mexico  

on May 13, 1846

Whig Party opposed the war  
•President Polk was a Democrat 

Many Northerners opposed war  
•Saw it as a Southern “slave-power” 

plot to extend slavery

Abraham Lincoln  
•Congressmen Illinois (Whig)-1st term 

•Speech against war - “Spot Resolution”



The Wilmont Proviso- Aug. 1846

Congressman
David Wilmont

(D-PA)

The Proviso stated that neither slavery 
nor involuntary servitude would be 

allowed in any land gained as a result of  
the war with Mexico

The Proviso was passed twice by the 
House, but was defeated by the Senate

The Proviso is important because it 
shows the growing sectional dispute 

over slavery and its expansion



Treaty of  Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848)
This treaty was forced on Mexico -  

as it was defeated in war

Mexico agrees to accept Rio Grande River 
as border between U.S. and Mexico

Mexico ceded Texas, New Mexico and 
California to the U.S.

The U.S. agrees to pay $15 million for 
the Mexican Cession





What should be done with the lands gained 
from the War with Mexico 1846-48? 

http://continentalcollectibles.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/la-purchase-map.jpg



The Compromise of 1850 

1. California enters the Union as a free state
2. The slave trade in Washington D.C. is abolished

3. Fugitive Slave Law - slaves returned to their owners

The Compromise 
“settled” the issue of 

slavery with these 
provisions:

4. Mexican Cession territory open to slavery -    
    determined by popular sovereignty (vote of residents)



Fugitive Slave Law 
Alleged Fugitive slaves were not 

entitled to a trial by jury

Slaves could not testify on their own 
behalf.  A statement by slave owner 

was all that was needed to 
“return”the fugitive

Anyone convicted of helping an 
alleged fugitive was subject to 
$1,000 fine ($28,000 today),            

six months in jail, or both

Northerners were upset by 
the “harshness” of this law; 

were inspired to fight 
against slavery



The Underground Railroad

Escape from slavery was 
dangerous and often meant 
traveling on foot at night

African Americans and          
white abolitionists developed       

a secret network of people who 
would hide fugitive slaves

“Conductors”hid runaways in 
many places, including barns, 

basements and tunnels 



Harriet Tubman

HARRIET TUBMAN 1820-1913

One of the most famous conductors on 
the UGRR was Harriet Tubman

Tubman escaped slavery and vowed to 
help others do the same

She made 19 trips back to the South 
and help free over 300 slaves — 

including her own parents!







Henry “Box” Brown

* Born a slave in Virginia.  In 1849 (age 33) he mailed himself to 
Philadelphia -- and to freedom

Brown was 5 feet, 8 inches tall and weighed 200 lbs.  
The box was  3 feet long, 2 ft. 6 inches deep and 2 feet wide.



The Christiana Riot of 1851 



Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

Written by Harriet 
Beecher Stowe - 1852 

Novel about the horrible 
conditions of Southern slavery

Inspired abolitionists

Angered Southerners - 
another attack against their 

way of life

By 1857 - 500,00 copies had 
been sold



The Kansas - Nebraska Act (1854)

•Law overturns Missouri Compromise.  
•Allows Kansas and Nebraska territories to decide 

slavery through popular sovereignty (vote by residents)



Birth of the Republican Party (1854)
Free soil, Free Labor, Free Men

Abraham Lincoln becomes a leading party member



“Bleeding Kansas”

Supporters and opponents of slavery pour into Kansas.  
Goal - populate the state to make it free [or slave] 

May 1856 - Pro-slavery forces attack people living in Lawrence
This began the violence



“Bleeding Kansas” - John Brown’s Raid

John Brown in Kansas
circa 1856

Brown considered himself as an 
instrument of God’s will - he had been 

chosen to get rid of slavery 

Pottawatomie Massacre - May 1856
Brown and a group of abolitionist 

settlers killed five settlers living near 
Pottawatomie Creek, Kansas.

Goals of this attack
•Revenge for Lawrence attack

•Discourage further slavery supporters 
from moving into Kansas 



John Brown:  Madman, Hero or Martyr?

John Brown in Springfield, MA
circa 1848

Tragic Prelude 
by John Steuart Currey (1942)



Violence on floor of the U.S. Senate (1856) 

Charles Sumner
Senator, MA

After the attack by pro-slavery forces 
in Lawrence, Kansas,                    

Summer gave a speech called         
The Crime Against Kansas 

Part of this speech was a personal tirade 
against South Carolina’s Senator, 

Andrew Butler.  

Sumner called Butler “an imbecile” 
and said, “Senator Butler has chosen a 

mistress . . . slavery.”

Butler’s nephew, Preston Brooks, 
decided that he needed to avenge’s his 

uncle’s honor



Charles Sumner Attacked - May 22, 1856 

Sumner was knocked unconscious.   
He did not fully return to the Senate for three years! 

Both men were considered heroes by their supporters



Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857)

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/48/
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Chief Justice Roger Taney wrote 
the majority opinion this case

Slaves were not citizens - 
they had no rights

Earlier laws, like the Missouri Compromise            
and the Compromise of 1850                        

were unconstitutional.

Congress had no authority to prevent the 
spread of slavery into America’s territories



The Lincoln - Douglas Debates
Illinois Senate - 1858

Lincoln challenged Stephen Douglas

Douglas had to defend his doctrine of popular 
sovereignty.  He argued that the people [not the 

courts] should have the last word on slavery.

Lincoln opposed slavery - believing that it 
was morally wrong. 

Restricting slavery’s expansion would bring about its natural end
A House Divided Against Itself Cannot Stand

 Lincoln did NOT advocate abolition - 
only an end to the expansion of slavery!          



John Brown - Harper’s Ferry (1859)
Brown led a raid against federal arsenal in Virginia

He planned to seize weapons from the 
arsenal and lead a slave rebellion

Brown was captured, 
charged with treason - 

and executed

I, John Brown, am quite 
certain that the crimes of this 

guilty land will never be 
purged away but by blood." 




