STEP-BY-STEP MAPPING CD

from Maps for the Classroom, by Map of the Month

By following this STEP-BY-STEP MAPPING CD presentation, you can see the
different layers that make up a map. All of the necessary details of the map are
shown on the CD, eliminating the need for using other resources for further research.

ACTIVITIES: For the most part, the individual stages of STEP-BY-STEP MAPPING
follow the suggested ACTIVITIES printed on each map. In some cases, extra
details have been added.

LABELING STYLE: Follow the labeling style presented for a clear and accurate
approach to completing the map. Or, choose your own colors or style--

embellishing and labeling in your own way helps personalize your map. Some maps,
such as the TREASURE MAP or BASIC SKILLS MAP encourage individuality.

BASIC STAGES: Activities are divided into several stages for each map-- most
often 4 or 5, but some maps require more. Since each map is different, this order
and approach may vary slightly. But generally, regardless of the number of stages,
most of the features below are addressed:

LABELING Generally speaking, the early stages of each map encourage the
labeling of the names of places: countries or cities, continents or regions. If
these features are already labeled on the map, then the instructions may
specify underlining them, to draw attention to them.

BODIES OF WATER Often in the next stage(s), bodies of water, such as
oceans, lakes, and rivers, are labeled and colored.

GEOGRAPHIC DETAILS: Mountain ranges, deserts, valleys and other
geographic details are drawn in, using the symbols shown in the Map Key.
Fill them in with the appropriate color.

ADDITIONAL FEATURES: To add more detail, color other features, such
as borders, illustrations and the Earthworm mascot. Sometimes, especially
on state or city maps, transportation details, such highways, railroad routes,
or airports can be drawn in.

EXTRA STAGES: Some maps are more complicated and have an extra
stages. Others relate to history or regions. Or you can draw in extra
details of your own, or make new illustrations to further decorate and
embellish.

The BLANK map is shown at the beginning of the stages. When the maps are
complete, returning to this blank map is a good way to review some of the work you
have done alone or as a group. Or you may use the blank map for a different
purpose or different topic. Or add different information than what is suggested in the
ACTIVITIES section of the map.

STEP-BY-STEP MAPPING copyright 2007, Map of the Month:

All images and maps are copyright protected and non-reproducible.
East Side Station, P. O. Box 2484 Providence, Rl 02906-0484
www.mapsfortheclassroom.org or Call toll free 888 876 6277
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E X @ @ A N @ Welcome to Mexico and Central America! This area of land is part of the North American continent.
Mexico is a large country to the south of the United States. Central America is a region which lies to the south of Mexico and

is made up of seven smaller countries. Central America, a narrow strip of land called an isthmus, links the North and South

| — D) | D American continents. This land bridge also separates the Atlantic Ocean to the east from the Pacific Ocean to the west.
Between 1904 and 1914, the Panama Canal was built. This man-made water way links the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans.

Previous to the building of this 51 mile long canal, ships were forced to travel around the southernmost tip of South America.

Places and Geograp hic Features There are a wide variety of land types in this region. In Mexico, there are many mountains, a large desert in the north, and
more temperate regions along the Gulf of Mexico and on the Yucatan Peninsula. In both northern and southern Central
America, there are large mountainous areas, including active volcanoes. On the Caribbean side of Mexico and Central
America, there are dense tropical rainforests. Along the Pacific coast are some low-lying semi-tropical areas.
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Some words on this page are highlighted.
Can you define these terms? MAP KEY
0 Capital
(black)

e City
(red or black)

A/\ A Mountains

(brown or green)

%" Desert

2+ =" (light brown)

' = * * Rainforest

(green)

D g 3. |.rm
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Earthworm’s
Cartographic Activities

Your job as cartographer is to fill in some
details not shown on this map. Refer to an
atlas or encyclopedia. Refer to the Map Key
for symbols and suggested colors. Be neat
when labeling and drawing in details. Colored Mo

pencils work best. Shade very lightly so you =+ . Q
don’t obscure other features. ol

Countries: Fill in the remaining letters for each country name. "

Capitals: Locate the capital symbol for each country and fill in the \,

- s e -

_— ] : e L Boundary Lines:
remaining letters for each capital city. / - Why are they drawn differently?

Cities: Locate and label two other cities in each country. { : A solid line shows a coast or shoreline.

. . . - - ) r T Political boundaries between states and
Oceans: With blue, shade along coastline areas. Label the following bodies of water: Pacific Ocean, ) (%) Yy e comma= P R countries are usually shown with broken lines.
Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean Sea, Gulf of California, Gulf of Honduras, Mosquito Gulf and e N
Gulf of Panama. L ™ o | N_ _ _ _ ____
Lakes: Label and shade Lake Nicaragua with blue. Add Lake Managua. - - M
Rivers: Locate and shade the Rio Grandé. Add others. G-~ S > o
Panama Canal: Locate, draw and label this man-made waterway. .~

Mountains: Locate and draw in Sierra Madre Occidental, Sierra Madre Oriental, Sierra Madre Del Sur, and \ T

.o -

Central American Highlands. S - - P - -
© -7
Desert: Using the symbol in the Map Key, shade the desert regions of northern Mexico. P

Rainforest: Using the symbol in the Map Key, draw the rainforests of this region. C.___R__

Latitude line: With a sharp pencil, draw in the Tropic of Cancer.

Compass Rose: This feature indicates direction. Label the cardinal directions: North, South, East and West. Map Of the Month A

Label the intermediate directions: NW, NE, SW, and SE. © copyright 1995, Map of the Month Q° ;
East Side Station, P. O. Box 2484

Decoration: Color the title of the map, the Compass Rose, and our mascot Earthworm. Providence, Rl 02906-0484
Visit us at www.mapofthemonth.com
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Places and Geographic Features
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Welcome to Mexico and Central America! This area of land is part of the North American continent.

Mexico is a large country to the south of the United States. Central America is a region which lies to the south of Mexico and
is made up of seven smaller countries. Central America, a narrow strip of land called an isthmus, links the North and South
American continents. This land bridge also separates the Atlantic Ocean to the east from the Pacific Ocean to the west.

Between 1904 and 1914, the Panama Canal was built. This man-made water way links the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans.
Previous to the building of this 51 mile long canal, ships were forced to travel around the southemmost tip of South America.

There are a wide variety of land types in this region. In Mexico, there are many mountains, a large desert in the north, and
more temperate regions along the Gulf of Mexico and on the Yucatan Peninsula. In both northemn and southern Central

) o‘.p“- America, there are large mountainous areas, including active volcanoes. On the Caribbean side of Mexico and Central
<3 America, there are dense tropical rainforests. Along the Pacific coast are some low-lying semi-tropical areas.
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............ 3 Can you define these terms? MAP KEY
Capital
\ E R 1 C = 6 (black)
N :
0 A o City
(red or black)
/\A A Mountains
. (brown or green)
MEXIC O " -~ Desert
!\ g <+ =" (light brown)
Lo E @ aﬁ Rainforest
Sees (green)
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&o§% -
\\
Earthworm’s H
Cartographic Activities el
Your job as cartographer is to fill in some Aheun
details not shown on this map. Refer to an
atlas or encyclopedia. Refer to the Map Key e Hair
for symbols and suggested colors. Be neat - - Cru? b
when labeling and drawing in details. Colored MEXTCQCITY N\
pencils work best. Shade very lightly so you o , <:>
don't obscure other features. TN T J_j' of8etize City o g g
. N o 4 | ©) BELMOPAN
Countries: Fill in the remaining letters for each country name. w E E
Capitals: Locate the capital symbol for each country and fill in the N {' BELLZ
s o ) | S mbeds ook HONDURAS
remaining letters for each capital city. P s LS Le S Boundary Lines:
. - J Wh they d diff ly?
Cities: Locate and label two other cities in each country. ( Cki:hicasfcnanjg,"' » SanPedro Sule » A soud‘:'mzr:how?a c:n::tnor :;h;re'fi::;.y
<AL . . ; g ’ r s Political boundaries b
Oceans: With blue, shade along coastline areas. Label the following bodies of water: Pacific Ocean, Guetzaltenango » O‘L o TEGY C g GA-PA ‘,-"\-—N cgl:,:f,?es al,]: uzfjﬁ,s,y :,ﬁﬁzﬁ"ws-,:ﬁ'tffoigﬁ lines.
Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean Sea, Gulf of California, Gulf of Honduras, Mosquito Gulf and N cs* L Sadi B e o
Gulf of Panama. oy wb” /t\p\\, 3 o™ " .“-’ i NIC ARAGUA
= ’” . .
. ' ; 6> - o N
L?kes. Label and shade Lake Nicaragua with blue. Add Lake Managua. P/‘(’e/ o S 0?7 Ldon MANAG U A |8arra 4, Riyia
Rivers: Locate and shade the Rio Grandé. Add others. G> 1 5 N VL7 gan FERAN s Fande
- v
Panama Canal: Locate, draw and label this man-made waterway. = %P\ Z W' Q)
-
Mountains: Locate and draw in Sierra Madre Occidental, Sierra Madre Oriental, Sierra Madre Del Sur, and Q\% et \7‘
Central American Highlands. Sad "é’i € ‘,;mz“ PANAM & CITY A
Desert: Using the symbol in the Map Key, shade the desert regions of northem Mexico. 3 PAN AMA v
- . - . - . ‘r~ T Q
Ral.nfores.t: Using the symbol in the Map Key, draw the rainforests of this region. COSTA RICA N ° v
Latitude line: With a sharp pencil, draw in the Tropic of Cancer. ' o David SN 0
ity . — . Pint paires) U ¢,
Compass Rose: This feature indicates direction. Label the cardinal directions: North, South, East and West. Map Of the Month B { A%
Label the intermediate directions: NW, NE, SW, and SE. © copyright 1995, Map of the Month Q

Decoration: Color the titie of the map, the Compass Rose, and our mascot Earthworm.

East Side Station, P. O. Box 2484
Providence, Rl 02306-0484
Visit us at www.mapofthemonth.com
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Places and Geographic Features

Welcome to Mexico and Central America! This area of land is part of the North American continent.

Mexico is a large country to the south of the United States. Central America is a region which lies to the south of Mexico and
is made up of seven smaller countries. Central America, a narrow strip of land called an isthmus, links the North and South
American continents. This land bridge also separates the Atlantic Ocean to he east from the Pacific Ocean to the west.

Between 1904 and 1914, the Panama Canal was built. This man-made water way links the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans.
Previous to the building of this 51 mile long canal, ships were forced to travel around the southemmost tip of South America.

There are a wide variety of land types in this region. In Mexico, there are many mountains, a large desert in the north, and
more temperate regions along the Gulf of Mexico and on the Yucatan Peninsula. In both northemn and southern Central
America, there are large mountainous areas, including active volcanoes. Onthe Caribbean side of Mexico and Central
America, there are dense tropical rainforests. Along the Pacific coast are some low-lying semi-tropical areas.

Some words on this page are highlighted.
Can you define these terms? AT LA NTIC MAP KEY
Capital
e R | cC A OC EAN X (black)
A Ly =5 - ' ; e City
. A ;_‘:‘ % . (red or black)
* Chihuahua S " AN A Mountains
\“ AL !‘ (brown or green)
MEXICO ‘-.: [ =" Desert
\ o - 2+ %" (ight brown)
RS | = B * $ Rainforest
e, (green)
M F OF 8 % River
7 C? VL 2}0 | g}
' ME %) c O b %
Earthworm’s - .
. " w. % g " v, g,
Cartographic Activities " . Bahia de P g .-
Your job as cartographer is to fil in some gehass
details not shown on this map. Fefer to an CGMP eche _
atlas or encyclopedia. Refer tothe Map Key v e ;r‘
for symbols and suggested colors. Be neat P » \yora CYUF
when labeling and drawing in details. Colored MEXIcO CITY N\ C ‘
pencils work best. Shade very lightly so you '? y ' ‘g AN 3 R / '
don’t obscure other features. C ? Jeelize Cit 8 ‘
../ Belize CiTY
\ ymmeccanened o ¥;
_ N N b : ] ©) BELMOPAN . £ OF 8 -3 Amarca
Countries: Fill in the remaining letters for each country name. . 7 : > A
A 4 ! BE LI Z HONDURAS N S E A
Capitals: Locate the capital symbol for each country and fill in the / i N ¥ |~ e Zgpe  HONDURAS
remaining letters for each capital city. C R oE |F , e { L s gy T Boundary Lines:
g 2 oyl Y (-] s f’ . Wh
Cities: Locate and label two oter cities in each country. Tehuan-}:'ae:. \ & C"'ld\icﬂ*"":j‘,."' » SanPedro Sula A solid!l'in:r:hct:rv.v?a erd;::r;:EY !
Oceans: Wi ; . : _ = B 4 ,-‘" 8 Political boundaries between states and
ea‘l S: With blue, shadej' along coastline areas. Label the following bodies of water: Pacific Ocean, c quah.-l'l'm ’ o8 O b P, TEGVY x—g GALPA J,-::}.e:g,fﬂ ! countries are usually shown with broken lines.
Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean Sea, Gulf of California, Gulf of Honduras, Mosquito Gulf and N Y, s w ! 4
Gulf of Panama. .Le,"&v' ’ﬁb,/ 3 P 39 . r ‘NIC ARAGUA
Lakes: i i = L N\
o S: Label and shade Lake Nicaragua with blue. Add Lake Managua. v o b‘gé V,,,r;? 052, S don M ; NAGUA Barp, de R, o
B . P ) ',. rd “ *
ivers: Locate and shade the Rio Grandé. Add others. 1 s © \ /V, san A :; o L",}fm jua el CARIBBEAN
Panama Canal: Locate, draw and label this man-made waterway. gb z W' iy \ SEA
Mountains: Locate and drawin Sierra Madre Occidental, Sierra Madre Oriental, Sierra Madre Del Sur, and 6\# N.l;:xk: u e, @ MosauiTo ?“a:::; Y v
Central American Highlands. J san seE Ny gn ONF &
. ° pimo" PANAM A CITY
Desert: Using the symbol in the Map Key, shade the desert regions of northern Mexico. : e PAN AMA = Al
Rainforest: Using the symbolin the Map Key, draw the rainforests of this region. COSTA RICA™ {:‘ B "J, \,0
Latitude line: With a sharp pencil, draw in the Tropic of Cancer. BED ) " ° dei.J y ) N ©
Compass Rose: This feature indicates direction. L inal directions: Punterdns \
P ature indicates direction. Label the cardinal directions: North, South, East and West. ap (o t e Onth “. e bulf L.
Label the intermediate directions: NW, NE, SW, and SE. © copyright 1995, Map of the Month A& o ;
East Side Station, P. O. Box 2484 Pinama

Decoration: Color the title of the map, the Compass Rose, and our mascot Earthworm.

Providence, Rl 02906-0484
Visit us at www.mapofthemonth.com
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Earthworm’s L
Cartographic Activities N A%
Your job as cartographer is to fill in some A A
details not shown on this map. Refer to an A A
atlas or encyclopedia. Refer to the Map Key o

for symbols and suggested colors. Be neat

A

Welcome to Mexico and Central America! This area of land is part of the North American continent.

Mexico is a large country to the south of the United States. Central America is a region which lies to the south of Mexico and
is made up of seven smaller countries. Central America, a narrow strip of land called an isthmus, links the North and South
American continents. This land bridge also separates the Atlantic Ocean to the east from the Pacific Ocean to the west.

Between 1904 and 1914, the Panama Canal was built. This man-made water way links the Atlantic and the Pacific chans.
Previous to the building of this 51 mile long canal, ships were forced to travel around the southernmost tip of South America.

There are a wide variety of land types in this region. In Mexico, there are many mountains, a large desert in the north, and
more temperate regions along the Gulf of Mexico and on the Yucatan Peninsula. In both northemn and southern Central
America, there are large mountainous areas, including active volcanoes. On the Caribbean side of Mexico and Central
America, there are dense tropical rainforests. Along the Pacific coast are some low-lying semi-tropical areas.

Some words on this page are highlighted.
Can you define these terms?

MAP KEY

e R I C A OocEAN Ik
s :

ATLANTIC

Capital
(black)

City

(red or black)

A/\ A Mountains

(brown or green)

%% Desert
. (light brown)

% p) 8
D N

GuLF ©oF
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RHair

*** s 0o

when labeling and drawing in details. Colored MEXTcOCITY i % $ o * , C 4
pencils work best. Shade very lightly so you ~ 5 180 m £ % % 1’ b R , @
don’t obscure other features. C ; 44 A R4 my ng A *’f‘ % R Ty * ___________ o ofseiize City 8 3 Tanarca
: a A A 2 ~ : ofBELmMoraAN g oF £

Countries: Fill in the remaining letters for each country name. o 1 44 ' 4 A’t@ x < * ! BELIZ HONDURAS A4 N S E A
Capitals: Locate the capital symbol for each country and fill in the / A A A N\, ’b': m(”;"— “ab~ _ HONDURAS
remaining letters for each capital city. C e N e 28 s Ky B Boundary Lines:

e Golfode / p S * Why are they drawn differently?
Cities: Locate and label two other cities in each country. Tehuantepec { Ch'i.dsicasfonu\‘j:/’” ¢ SanPedro Sule : A solid line shows a coast or shoreline.

Oceans: With blue, shade along coastline areas. Label the following bodies of water: Pacific Ocean,
Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean Sea, Gulf of California, Gulf of Honduras, Mosquito Gulf and

C

Gulf of Panama. é\

Lakes: Label and shade Lake Nicaragua with blue. Add Lake Managua.

Rivers: Locate and shade the Rio Grandé. Add others.

Panama Canal: Locate, draw and label this man-made waterway.

Mountains: Locate and draw in Sierra Madre Occidental, Sierra Madre Oriental, Sierra Madre Del Sur, and
Central American Highlands.

Desert: Using the symbol in the Map Key, shade the desert regions of northern Mexico.

Rainforest: Using the symbol in the Map Key, draw the rainforests of this region.

Latitude line: With a sharp pencil, draw in the Tropic of Cancer.

Compass Rose: This feature indicates direction. Label the cardinal directions: North, South, East and West.

Label the intermediate directions: NW, NE, SW, and SE.
Decoration: Color the title of the map, the Compass Rose, and our mascot Earthworm.

=9 Political boundaries between states and

quetzaltenangos o TEGUcelcAtPA Fr\cito ¢ countries are usually shown with broken lines.
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© copyright 1995, Map of the Month Q of
East Side Station, P. O. Box 2484 Panama

Providence, Rl 02906-0484
Visit us at www.mapofthemonth.com



Welcome to Mexico and Central America! This area of land is part of the North American continent.

Mexico is a large country to the south of the United States. Central America is a region which lies to the south of Mexico and
is made up of seven smaller countries. Central America, a narrow strip of land called an isthmus, links the North and South
American continents. This land bridge also separates the Atlantic Ocean to the east from the Pacific Ocean to the west.

Between 1904 and 1914, the Panama Canal was built. This man-made water way links the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans.
Previous to the building of this 51 mile long canal, ships were forced to travel around the southernmost tip of South America.

There are a wide variety of land types in this region. In Mexico, there are many mountains, a large desert in the north, and
more temperate regions along the Gulf of Mexico and on the Yucatan Peninsula. In both northem and southern Central
America, there are large mountainous areas, including active volcanoes. On the Caribbean side of Mexico and Central
America, there are dense tropical rainforests. Along the Pacific coast are some low-lying semi-tropical areas.

Latitude line: With a sharp pencil, draw in the Tropic of Cancer.

Compass Rose: This feature indicates direction. Label the cardinal directions: North, South, East and West.
Label the intermediate directions: NW, NE, SW, and SE.

Decoration: Color the title of the map, the Compass Rose, and our mascot Earthworm.

& a3 Some words on this page are highlighted.
\ Can you define these terms? AT LA N TI C MAP KEY
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" Chihuahyan ."" A Q Capital
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A Desértl: - N (
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Earthworm’s A W\
Cartographic Activities A A% N
Your job as cartographer is to fill in some A A \
details not shown on this map. Refer to an ‘ A '
atlas or encyclopedia. Refer to the Map Key N N b ] % i
for symbols and suggested colors. Be neat Pe) - 13» o Cru? 4 s'f* * ’f‘ 7 g
when labeling and drawing in details. Colored MExzcoCITY N\l el X * ot C
pencils work best. Shade very lightly so you ~ o, - s, ﬁ R N e * L 4 R %
don’t obscure other features. C e 4/! 43“&4 Man, % 3@ *** . & ﬂ/f lnu City d 8 3 Ta
_ N4 2 € p CETEETEL o BeLmopan MAalca
Countries: Fill in the remaining letters for each country name. o e 4 14 4 }"'@Q x ﬁ""’ *,# 1 Gul‘!{N;FMKAS o A4 N S E
= ; :r? ,‘, 4 A \\ :
Capitals: Locate the capital symbol for each country and fill in the / e A 44 p A, 5 L aEl’:} z ) HONDURAS e
remaining letters for each capital city. C " ~BF W /"‘"""“ ’bi. Q hw HCQ‘ ol BRI R Boundary Lines:
P - T Golfode N\ NNA—— T N Wh they d dift
Cities: Locate and label two other cities in each country. T¢huon+¢ptr. N\ ‘ Chi.chicasbmnj}-* * San Pcdréfuk ? Aso_lid‘l,in:r:how:ya c;aaswtnor sh:r:i::.y !
Oceans: With blue, shade along coastline areas. Label the following bodies of water: Pacific Ocean, quetzaltenangéds o ::, TEGUeleALPA M \esm i ; E:ll,:'f,?;: :f;‘ﬂ:ﬂ:ﬁyb:,ﬁgﬁﬁ"w?ﬁtﬁfoﬁgﬂ lines
= . . A ¢ ” 5. \ A_ . ; 2
Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean Sea, Gulf of California, Gulf of Honduras, Mosquito Gulf and C R cla’ ‘i.fs::?«: ° M“ - *
Gulf of Panama. ¢ wt” /b i W o rr ) * 'NIC ARAGUA
. p L= “d ‘} ! 5, \ e R
Lakes: Label and shade Lake Nicaragua with blue. Add Lake Managua. g w P\‘ie/ B oF > b B\ '& MAN * A‘» Barp, :
Rivers: Locate and shade the Ri ' GE~ SN At U T Ree
ocate and shade the Rio Grandé. Add others. 1 ¥ NI Y Lk ‘e"°5““' - Pande CARIBBEAN
e . :
Panama Canal: Locate, draw and label this man-made waterway. v Qb z gt EL"":( ‘\ * ) SEA
Mountains: Locate and draw in Sierra Madre Occidental, Sierra Madre Oriental, Sierra Madre Del Sur, and ?)ﬁ N Lc':,k: “* 7 AR & Mesauiro Pan::‘:‘ /
[} N 4 . e \
Central American Highlands. )7 'sad JesENL |/, i MmaCITY : 0\
: ; Nuim PANAMA CITY
Desert: Using the symbol in the Map Key, shade the desert regions of northern Mexico. ) ;'? ﬁ N\ PAN AMA S v
Rainforest: Using the symbol in the Map Key, draw the rainforests of this region. COSTA RIC *m U RO Ny \,Q

b A R Y\
Map of the Month "2y § e N0y
© copyright 1995, Map of the Month Q° A of .

East Side Station, P. O. Box 2484 Panama,

Providence, Rl 02906-0484
Visit us at www.mapofthemonth.com
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