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INTRODUCTION

English Learners (ELs) are a richly heterogeneous group bringing a wide variety of life

situations and a wide range of educational experiences. The paths they take to acquire a new

language and to adjust to their new cultural environment are varied and should reflect their needs

and experiences. Within the safe and welcoming school environment, administrators and teachers

are given rare opportunities to tap the rich resource of knowledge and perspectives that ELs bring

to school, and which, in turn, enrich the learning of all students in the classroom. The role of the

school and teachers is critical in supporting students' identity development as learners, and in

helping students shape a vision of the future in which they will take their place in a global

economy. The Boone County School system is committed to providing appropriate placement,

along with curricular, instructional, and other related services to ensure that ELs are able to

participate effectively in the schools' educational programs. To accomplish this, the Boone

County Schools’ LAU Plan, details the procedural requirements and services provided to ELs,

including identification, assessment, placement, and exit from English Language Development

(EL) services, and referral procedures to ensure appropriate identification of ELs requiring special

education  and gifted and talented services.
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Responsibility for Lau Plan Implementation
The Superintendent and designated staff will be responsible for:

● Overseeing the implementation of the district's Lau Plan.
● Developing appropriate services to assist ELs in acquiring English language skills and

achieving the Learning Results content standards.
● Overseeing initial school registration, health screening, language assessment, and

placement for all students with limited English language proficiency.
● Offering training and support for teachers and other educational support personnel.
● Providing professional development programs focused on educating linguistically and

culturally diverse students.
● Coordinating the delivery of federal and state assessments to determine ELs' progress;

Consulting with EL Department as needed.
● Monitoring program effectiveness with the Lau Advisory Committee; Overseeing

compliance with recordkeeping requirements.
● Providing translation and interpretation services of school related activities; and
● Implementing parent outreach programs to involve multilingual parents/families in the

district's education activities and programs.

IDENTIFICATION AND INITIAL PLACEMENT OF ELs

General Procedures for Registration and Screening
1. An English Learner (EL) is a student who primary or home language is other than English

and who lacks the necessary academic English language skills to perform at grade level in
one or more of the skill areas of listening, speaking, reading or writing. Schools are
required to identify students who have limited English proficiency and develop appropriate
services for them.

2. Parents/guardians registering their children first complete a Home Language Survey (See
Appendix A).

3. This survey identifies students whose first language is not English. If the answer to any of
the questions on the survey indicates a language other than English, the school contacts the
EL itinerant assigned to that school to plan for a screening. Screening takes place if the
student is not bilingual and meets criteria for screening (WIDA Screener for Grades K-12).

4. School staff, with the assistance of the EL Teacher, and/or an interpreter as needed or
requested, complete the forms necessary for registration (See Appendix B).

5. Trained personnel use multi-criteria assessments to identify a student's eligibility for
English Language Development (EL) services. Objective, standardized measures of
English proficiency and achievement testing are used, as well as information from less
formal assessments, as follows:
● Home Language Survey
● WIDA Screener
● Parent and/or student interviews
● Review of academic performance, student work and education records

6. Following registration and assessment, parents are notified of EL services eligibility within
30 days as required by ESSA using the Notification of English Language Learner
Program Placement or Continuation form (See Appendix C). Decisions regarding EL
services implementation are made by the school Program Service Plan (PSP) Committee.
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7. If at any point the parents decline program recommendations, the parent must sign a
Notification of English Language Learner Program Placement or Continuation form
(See Appendix C).  Notifications are translated into home languages through Ellevation
Education and sent home with the English form. While services can be declined, an
identified EL student must take the annual WIDA assessment, until an exit score of 4.5 is
achieved.

8. A language minority student who has not been previously identified as eligible for
EL services but who is experiencing difficulties in a classroom in any Boone County
Schools, may be tested at any time to determine eligibility. Requests may be made by
parents or school staff, and a determination will be made by the PSP committee.

Defining and Measuring English Language Proficiency
1. The English language proficiency and academic achievement of ELs is monitored using

multi-criteria assessments. One of these assessments is the ACCESS for ELs®, an English
language proficiency test administered annually in Kentucky to all ELs from kindergarten
through grade 12. ACCESS for ELs® meets the federal requirements of assessing EL's
proficiency levels and provides reliable, valid, and useful information on the proficiency
levels and progress of ELs in acquiring academic English.

2. State law requires that the ACCESS for ELs® only be administered by an individual trained
in its administration.

3. This test was developed based on the English Language Proficiency Standards as developed
by WIDA (World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment) within five grade clusters.
These are:
● Kindergarten
● Grades 1-2
● Grades 3-5
● Grades 6-8
● Grades 9-12

4. ACCESS for ELs® assesses the domains of Speaking, Listening, Reading, Writing, and
Comprehension skills of English language learners in Math, Language Arts, Social Studies,
Science, and Social and Instructional language. It identifies five levels of English language
proficiency (See Appendix E):

Level 1 - Entering Level
Level 2 - Beginning Level
Level 3 - Developing Level
Level 4 – Expanding (4.5 EXIT LEVEL)
Level 5 – Bridging
Level 6 - Attained

5. In the State of Kentucky a student whose composite score [35% reading,  35% writing, 15%
speaking, and 15% listening] is below Level 4.5, is classified as an English Language
Learner (LEP is the federal term) and is eligible for EL services.
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6. A student receiving a composite level of 4.5 on a Tier B or C test will be exited from
EL Services and will be classified as RFEP (Re-Designated Fully English Proficient) and
will no longer take ACCESS  for ELs®. The district will monitor a student's academic
progress for four years to ensure that he / she is continuing to be successful without EL
services.
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English Language Development Services K-12

Monitoring Student Progress and Responding to Student Needs
Learning a new language for school (academic language proficiency) involves taking many steps
along the language acquisition continuum. The length of time to develop the level of proficiency in
English that supports academic success will vary from student to student. Because the district is
accountable for how long a student requires EL services, all teachers share the responsibility for
supporting the English language proficiency of ELs and for communicating with parents about
academic achievement.

The overall focus of EL services is for ELs to reach parity with native English-speaking peers.
Because students spend a portion or all of their day in general education classrooms, EL teachers
work together with general education teachers to develop and implement Structured English
Immersion (SEI) instructional strategies that facilitate the development of English language
proficiency.

1. Each school will develop a PSP COMMITTEE.  Membership on the PSP COMMITTEE is
fluid, and its composition depends on the activities that must be accomplished by the team.  The
PSP COMMITTEE will include the district EL Teacher and may include any of the following:
classroom/content-area teacher, literacy specialist, parent, social worker, school counselor, and
administrator or designee. A school-based student assistance team responsible for Multi Tier
System of Supports (MTSS) may share some of the responsibility of the PSP COMMITTEE as
long as a certified teacher/administrator/district EL teacher is a member of that team.

The PSP COMMITTEE responsibilities include:
a. making EL services decisions for newly registered EL students.
b. Monitoring individual student academic language acquisition and academic achievement, and
recommending interventions and EL services
c. discussing student achievement patterns and the overall effectiveness of EL services
d.  tracking progress of students whose parents have  declined EL services
e. discussing transition of students from  grade 5 to grade 6 and grade 8 to grade 9, before class
schedules are constructed.

2. Once a student is identified as eligible for EL services, the PSP COMMITTEE makes EL
services recommendations within 30 days in compliance with parent notification and
involvement requirements.

3. For students currently enrolled in school, parents shall be notified of their child's EL services
annually using the Notification of English Language Program Placement or Continuation
Letter (See Appendix C) as required by ESSA. School PSP COMMITTEE teams are
responsible for notifying parents of EL services and continued EL program eligibility.

4. Parents shall be invited to attend and participate in all PSP COMMITTEE meetings pertaining
to their child. Parents have a right to decline any program changes. If a parent declines EL
services, the school still must provide meaningful education. Parent notices and information will
be provided in the major languages. In addition, an interpreter will be provided to assist parents
in communicating with school staff and at PSP COMMITTEE meetings to discuss the student's
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services and progress in attaining English proficiency. Any staff member who works with an
EL, a parent, or the student, may request a PSP COMMITTEE meeting at any time to assess
student progress by contacting the EL teacher assigned to the student.

5. Individual student instruction is modified or accommodated as necessary, and the supports to be
provided change as language proficiency increases. The kinds of support required for one
subject may be different from the kinds of support required for other subjects. Additionally,
students may not require support in all subject areas at any given time. When making program
decisions the PSP COMMITTEE uses current and historical qualitative and quantitative data
including:

● ACCESS for ELs TM

● District approved Curriculum Based Measurements
● Assessments of general and emotional readiness, as measured by daily classroom

performance, attendance, behavior, and mastery of basic learning strategies
● Standardized District Writing prompts
● Common Performance Indicators (WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards)
● Educational Background
● Classroom grades and academic performance Kentucky State Testing System

Performance Data
● Progress Monitoring

6. All PSP COMMITTEE meetings about individual student services must be documented using
Ellevation Education and documentation placed in the student's cumulative file.

7. A language minority student who is experiencing classroom difficulties may be tested for
English language proficiency at any time during the school year, after approval is obtained by
the family. Test results will be reviewed by the PSP COMMITTEE and recommendations will
be made.

English Language Development (EL) Program

EL services provide ELs with access to the general education curriculum through a continuum of
instructional options. Information gathered from parents, academic records, and assessments informs
services placement in age-appropriate classrooms and determines the amount and type of language
instruction and/or services. Program oversight is provided by a certified teacher designated as the district EL
teacher. Program delivery is provided by a team of educators which may include an EL teacher, EL para, a
general education teacher, a native language facilitator, or a volunteer, depending on individual student
needs as determined by a PSP COMMITTEE team. (See Appendix E: EL Program Definitions and Goals)
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Accommodations for Assessment in Accountability Testing Systems

The district adheres to the ESSA requirement that all students with limited English language
proficiency participate in state mandated assessment system. The district also observes the use
of Kentucky Department of Education approved accommodations for ELs taking these statewide
mandated assessments and national assessments.

Record-Keeping and Parent Notification

The following documents will be placed in a student's cumulative file:
● Intake forms (See Appendix A and B)
● Parental notification of Notification of English Language Learner Program

Placement or Continuation form (See Appendix C)
● Parental notification of English Language Program Exit (Appendix D)
● Annual ACCESS testing results (See Appendix F)
● Program Service Plan (PSP) (See Appendix G)
● Level of Academic Achievement (See Appendix K)

In accordance with Federal guidelines, parents are notified of ACCESS test results and
eligibility for EL Services on an annual basis. Notifications are translated into major
languages and sent to parents if requested. Parents can also choose to receive translated
notification in major languages of educational programs and activities provided to other
parents.
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Periodic Program Evaluation

Using the English Learners (EL) District Self-Study Guide (See Appendix I), a review of district
EL services are completed every three years by the Boone County School District in the context of
current law (See Appendix M).  Results are used to improve services so that the needs of ELs are
met. The Director of Language Learners will oversee the district's EL Program Evaluation with
input and guidance from the district's Lau Advisory Committee.

The Lau Advisory Committee includes:
● Director of Language Learners
● EL coordinator
● District Assessment Director
● Gifted and Talented Coordinator
● Director of Special Education
● Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Schools
● Assistant Superintendent of Middle/High Schools
● EL teachers

The Committee will meet in May or June, before the end of the school term, of each year. Reports
on the program are made to the Superintendent by the Director of Language Learners.

SPECIAL NEEDS PLACEMENT

Like any other student, ELs may be gifted, have a learning disability or a behavioral disorder, or
have multiple exceptionalities. Determining special needs services is a complex process.

From 704 KAR 3:285, “Programs for the gifted and talented. Identification (3) A local school
district shall provide a system for diagnostic screening and identification of strengths, gifted
behaviors and talents which provides equal access for racial and ethnic minority children,
disadvantaged children, and children with disabilities.” 
A balanced approach to universal screening, to include formal, norm-referenced assessments, as
well as informal measures, such as rating scales (HOPE Rating Scale, CLED Scale, Jot Downs,
etc.) will be utitilized to screen for strengths and gifted behaviors; providing opportunity and
access for students from historically underrepresented populations.  Additionally, nonverbal
reasoning, quantitative reasoning, and verbal reasoning ability can be considered independently
and provide a more reliable evaluation of cognitive ability for linguistically diverse populations.

The screening and diagnosing of at-risk EL students are part of Boone County School System’s
MTSS Process. The EL Program includes a number of pre-referral steps to determine whether
there exist temporary learning and behavior characteristics shared by students with disabilities and
EL students, or whether referral to special education is warranted.

Limited English proficiency is not a disability and is not covered by IDEA or Kentucky special
education regulations. ELs should not be placed in any special education program unless
exceptionality is well-documented (including assessment of a student's native language skills).
To assist in determining the appropriateness of a referral to special education or gifted and talented
programs, the district's established pre-referral process for interventions will be followed,
independent of the EL identification. The process documents approaches utilized to provide
positive supports for a student's learning.
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Appendix A
Home Language Survey
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Appendix B
School Registration

p.1

13



School Registration - CONTD.
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Appendix C- pg. 1
Notification of English Language Program Placement or Continuation

15



Appendix C- pg. 2
Notification of English Language Program Placement or Continuation
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Appendix D
Parent Notification of English Language Program Exit p.1
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Appendix D
Parent Notification of English Language Program Exit p.2
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Appendix E
WIDA Performance Definitions

6- Reaching
•A variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in extended oral peers

5- Bridging
• Specialized or technical language of the content areas
• A variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic
complexity in extended oral or written discourse, including stories,
essays or reports
•oral or written language approaching comparability to that of English-

4- Expanding
• A variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic
complexity in oral discourse or multiple, related sentences or
paragraphs
• oral or written language with minimal phonological, syntactic
or semantic errors that do not impede the overall meaning of the
communication when presented with oral or written connected
discourse with sensory, graphic or interactive support

3- Developing
• expanded sentences in oral interaction or written paragraphs
• oral or written language with phonological, syntactic or
semantic errors that may impede the communication, but retain
much of its meaning, when presented with oral or written,
narrative or expository descriptions with sensory, graphic or
interactive support

2- Beginning
• General language related to the content areas
• Phrases or short sentences
• oral or written language with phonological, syntactic, or semantic
errors that often impede the meaning of the communication when
presented with one- to multiple-step commands, directions, questions,
or a series of statements with sensory, graphic or interactive support

1- Entering
• Pictorial or graphic representation of the language of the content areas
• words, phrases or chunks of language when presented with
one-step commands, directions, WH-, choice or yes/no questions, or
statements with sensory, graphic or interactive support
• oral language with phonological, syntactic, or semantic
errors that often impede meaning when presented with basic oral
commands, direct questions, or simple statements with sensory,
graphic or interactive support
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Appendix F
Annual Access for EL Individual Student Report
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Appendix G
Program of Service Plan pg.1
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Appendix G
Program of Service Plan pg.2
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Appendix G
Program of Service Plan pg.3
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Appendix H
Boone County Schools District Guidelines for Education of ELs

Boone County Schools shall provide ESOL supports to ELs and will utilize a program model that
is aligned with BCS approved educational approaches. These minimum levels of service, which
are outlined in the following Service Delivery Framework must take the following factors into
consideration:

● School and district demographics
● Academic backgrounds of students
● Best practices grounded in second language acquisition research

Services designed to meet the linguistic needs of ELs are guided by educational approaches that
are recognized as sound or legitimate educational strategies for the education of EL by experts
using the following guidelines:

● All English language educational programs will operate in conformance with applicable
state and federal laws.

● Appropriately trained EL Specialists/EL Teachers and/or EL paraprofessionals (under the
supervision of certified teachers) will be assigned to schools with ELs.

● English language learner programs or services are designed to ensure that all students have
access to Kentucky Academic Standards at the students’ assigned grade level and WIDA’s
English Language Proficiency Standards.

● English language learner programs or services should have appropriate class sizes to help
ensure a positive effect on achievement (please refer to “EL Scheduling Considerations”
and “Best Practices in Scheduling for English Learner Education” for recommendations).

● English learner progress is monitored and services are adjusted as needed to best serve
students, scaffold support, promote independence, and meet the needs of each individual
student.

The WIDA Screener/WAPT assessments and ACCESS assessment provide students with
proficiency levels 1.0-6.0 in each domain, with 4.5 composite being fully English proficient.  A
student with a 4.5 is considered fully English proficient and will not qualify for EL services, and
are identified as Initially Fluent English Proficient (IFEP) or Reclassified Fluent English Proficient
(RFEP). More detailed descriptors can be found on the WIDA Expressive Performance Indicators
and WIDA Receptive Performance Indicators.  In addition, services are created within the
understanding of WIDA’s Guiding Principles of Language Development.

Types and frequency of services are provided to students based on multiple data points including
English proficiency level, literacy needs, and EL teacher recommendation.  Below are guidelines
and are subject to change using these data points and after consulting with EL teacher, school
administration, and/or district leaders. ELs receive English instruction in addition to, not in place
of, core instruction.
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Service
Delivery Model:
POE Pull-Out
ESL Resource

EL Teacher removes EL student(s) from general education classes to pre-teach,
teach or re-teach English language skills and/or academic content covered by the
classroom teacher.  Intervention is provided directly in small groups and focuses on
increasing students’ English proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing.
WIDA standards are the basis for instruction.

Elementary:
Kindergarten

Elementary: 1-5 Middle High

English Level
Proficiency Level

WAPT Score:
Low-Medium

Students with ACCESS/Screener scores with a combination of
level 1 and 2 in each domain.

Primary
Instructional
Focus

EL Teacher’s primary focus is on the 5 WIDA Language Standards (see graphic.)
● BICS- Acquisition of daily vocabulary
● CALP- Content specific vocabulary and literacy skills

Academic and Transitional Needs of Newcomer Students

Service Provider EL Teacher

Instructional
Format Pull-Out Pull-Out Pull-Out; a

scheduled EL
course focused
on increasing
English
proficiency in the
4 domains

Pull-Out; a scheduled EL
course focused on
increasing English
proficiency in the 4
domains

Group Size
6 or less is
recommended
with students no
more than one
grade-level
above.*

6 or less is
recommended
with students no
more than one
grade-level
below or above.*

20 or less 24 or less

Frequency 1-5x a week

Duration 30-150 minutes per week

Progress
Monitoring
Measures

Universal Screeners (STAR, Aimsweb, running records, Fast Bridge if applicable,
KPREP), ACCESS, Imagine Learning- Galileo, and/or EL Progress Monitoring

Schools All Schools

Potential Exit
Criteria

Attainment of scores in the 3’s and above.
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Service
Delivery
Model: SEI:
Sheltered
English
Instruction

Trained SIOP classroom teachers and/or EL teachers use SIOP strategies including
physical activities, visual aids, and the environment to teach vocabulary for concept
development in mathematics, science, social studies and other subjects.  This method
uses techniques such as direct teaching of vocabulary and explicit modeling that makes
content more accessible to all learners. Classroom teacher and/or EL teacher must be
trained in SIOP.

Elementary:
Kindergarte

n

Elementary:
1-5

Middle High

English Level
Proficiency
Level

EL Students of all Proficiency Levels

Primary
Instructional
Focus

Teacher focusses on classroom content while integrating the 5 WIDA Language
Standards (see graphic) and implementing SIOP Strategies

● BICS- Acquisition of daily vocabulary
● CALP- Content specific vocabulary and literacy skills

Service
Provider

Classroom Teacher and/or EL Teacher who have been trained in the 8 components of
SIOP

Instructional
Format Co-teaching, Push-In, Trained EL teacher collaborating and consulting with classroom

teacher to implement SIOP within the classroom

Group Size
Not applicable.  Students are in the general education classroom.

Frequency Throughout daily lessons

Duration Throughout daily lessons

Possible
Progress
Monitoring
Measures

Universal Screeners (STAR, Aimsweb, running records, Fast Bridge if applicable,
KPREP), ACCESS, Imagine Learning- Galileo, and/or EL Progress Monitoring

Schools All Schools

Potential Exit
Criteria

Sheltered English Instruction benefits EL students at any level.
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Service
Delivery
Model: SEN
Structured
English
Immersion

The goal of this program is the acquisition of English language skills so the
student who is an English learner student can succeed in an English-only
mainstream classroom.  All instruction in an immersion strategy program is
in English.  Teachers have specialized training in meeting the needs of
students who are English learners, possessing either a bilingual education
or ESL teaching credential and/or training and strong receptive skills in the
student’s primary language.  This method requires students to learn quickly
in order to keep up with the class and refrains from alienating students by
not taking them out of the classroom environment. Source: EL Identification
letter provided by KDE

Middle High

English Level
Proficiency
Level

Students with any combination of Speaking and Listening levels 1 and 2

Primary
Instructional
Focus

EL Teacher’s primary focus is on the 5 WIDA Language Standards AND
priority standards from a specific subject area.

Service
Provider

EL Teacher

Instructional
Format

EL Teacher teaches the course to EL students

Group Size Up to 20 Up to 24

Frequency Daily Daily

Duration 1 period/block per day 1 period/block per day

Possible
Progress
Monitoring
Measures

Universal Screeners (STAR, Aimsweb, running records, Fast Bridge if
applicable, KPREP), ACCESS, Imagine Learning- Galileo, and/or EL
Progress Monitoring

Schools All Middle Schools are able to
schedule these courses if necessary,
taking into consideration EL staffing
and number of EL students.

All High Schools are able to
schedule these courses if necessary,
taking into consideration EL staffing
and number of EL students.

Potential Exit
Criteria

Attainment of scores in the 3’s and
above

As determined by high school
credits/graduation requirements
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Service
Delivery
Model: CBE
Content
Based ESL

Teachers in the mainstream classroom make use of instructional materials,
learning tasks, and classroom techniques from academic content areas as
the vehicle for developing language, content, cognitive and study skills.
English is used as the medium of instruction.  This method helps students
acquire technical vocabulary and grammar used in academic language and
builds background knowledge, which makes mainstream classes more
comprehensible. Source: EL Identification letter provided by KDE

Elementary:
Kindergarten

Elementary: 1-5 Middle High

English Level
Proficiency
Level

All EL students Students with
proficiency levels
3 and above

Students with
proficiency
levels 3 and
above

Students with
proficiency levels
3 and above

Primary
Instructional
Focus

Classroom teachers focusing on grade level content and standards

Service
Provider

Classroom teachers provide all instruction; consulting with EL Teacher for
materials and strategies as needed

Instructional
Format Push-In, Collaboration; Co-teaching; EL Consultation

Group Size
Students stay in their regular classroom

Frequency
Students stay in their regular classroom

Duration
Students stay in their regular classroom

Possible
Progress
Monitoring
Measures

Universal Screeners (STAR, Aimsweb, running records, Fast Bridge if
applicable, KPREP), ACCESS, Imagine Learning- Galileo, and/or EL
Progress Monitoring

Schools All Schools

Potential Exit
Criteria

4.5 when designated RFEP
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Service
Delivery
Model: CAT
Content Area
Tutoring

Para professionals, under the direction of classroom and EL teachers,
provide one-on-one or small group tutoring/assistance to ELs during school
hours in the content areas. Para professionals may assist students with
content area assignments. Source: EL Identification letter provided by KDE

Elementary:
Kindergarten

Elementary: 1-5 Middle High

English Level
Proficiency
Level

Students of all
Proficiency
Levels

Students of all
Proficiency
Levels

Students of all
Proficiency
Levels

Students of all
Proficiency
Levels

Primary
Instructional
Focus

Para professionals support classroom teachers in the content areas

Service
Provider

EL Paraprofessionals under the guidance of EL Teachers and classroom
teachers.

Instructional
Format One-on-one or

small group
tutoring or
assistance
within the
classroom

One-on-one or
small group
tutoring or
assistance within
the classroom

One-on-one or
small group
tutoring or
assistance within
the classroom

One-on-one or
small group
tutoring or
assistance within
the classroom

Group Size
As determined by classroom or EL teacher

Frequency 1-5 times per week

Duration 1-5 times per week

Possible
Progress
Monitoring
Measures

Universal Screeners (STAR, Aimsweb, running records, Fast Bridge if
applicable, KPREP), ACCESS, Imagine Learning- Galileo, and/or EL
Progress Monitoring

Schools All Schools with EL Paraprofessional support

Potential Exit
Criteria

4.5 when designated RFEP
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Service
Delivery
Model: Parent
Refuses
Service

Parent/Guardian has made a voluntary and informed decision to refuse EL
services. The EL student will not be pulled out of class for EL services, but
is still required to take the annual ACCESS assessment. Student will still
receive CBE or SEI within the classroom as indicated on PSP and monitor
student progress per “Dear Colleague Letter”

Elementary:
Kindergarten

Elementary: 1-5 Middle High

English Level
Proficiency
Level

Parents/Guardians of all EL students have the right to decline students.

Primary
Instructional
Focus

On PSP, please indicate “Parent Denied Service” in addition to CBE or SEI.
Primary instructional focus will be within the classroom through Content
Based English or Sheltered English Instruction.

Service
Provider

Classroom teacher in consultation with EL teacher

Instructional
Format Consultative Consultative Consultative Consultative

Possible
Progress
Monitoring
Measures

Universal Screeners (STAR, Aimsweb, running records, Fast Bridge if
applicable, KPREP), ACCESS, Imagine Learning- Galileo, and/or EL
Progress Monitoring

Schools All Schools

Potential Exit
Criteria

Services will be reoffered each year until students attain 4.5 on the ACCESS
assessment and RFEP.
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RFEP  /
Monitoring
Status

Students who attain 4.5 composite on the 1st grade or above ACCESS test
are redesignated as RFEP and are monitored for 4 years.

Additional information regarding RFEP/Monitoring students can be found in
the OELA English Learning Toolkit.

Elementary
K-1

Elementary: 2-5 Middle High

English Level
Proficiency
Level

Students in
Kindergarten
and 1st
grade are
unable to
reach RFEP
Status

Students who received 4.5 composite on the ACCESS test
and are within the 4 year monitoring window following.

Primary
Instructional
Focus

General Education Courses

Service
Provider

Content teachers in consultation with EL teachers.  It is the
responsibility of the EL teacher to maintain EL monitoring
records during the 4 year period.

Format
Content teachers respond to monitoring form via Ellevation
at the end of each grading period. The EL Director will email
the form during these months.  EL teachers will review
responses and connect with classroom teachers,
instructional coaches, and administration where appropriate.

Progress
Monitoring
Measures

Universal Screeners (STAR, Aimsweb, running records,
Fast Bridge if applicable, KPREP), ACCESS, Imagine
Learning- Galileo, and/or EL Progress Monitoring

Schools All Schools

Potential Exit
Criteria

Attainment of 4.5 composite on ACCESS and successful
completion of 4 academic years after exiting EL status.
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Instructional Resources by Service Delivery Model
(only service delivery models offered in Boone County School District are listed)

Service Delivery Model Instructional Resources Buildings

CBE Content Based ESL ● Core grade level/content area materials ● All schools

SEN Structured English
Immersion

Middle:
● Curriculum used in the general

education content classroom
● NG Inside Phonics
● Imagine Learning
● NG Impact Foundations
● NG Impact 1

High:
● Curriculum used in the general

education content classroom
● NG Inside Phonics
● NG Life 1
● NG Life 2

● All Middle and
High schools

POE Pull-out ESL Resource Elementary:
● NG Our World Starter
● NG Our World 1
● NG Our World 2
● NG Our World Phonics
● NG In the USA
● Imagine Learning
● Core grade level/content area materials

Middle:
● NG Time Zones
● NG Heinle Picture Dictionary
● NG Impact Foundations
● NG Impact 1
● NG InsidePhonics
● Core grade level/content area materials

High:
● NG Time Zones
● NG Heinle Picture Dictionary
● NG Life 1
● NG Life 2
● Core grade level/content area materials

● All schools

SEI Sheltered English
Instruction

● Core grade level/content area materials
● SIOP Materials and strategies provided

by the SIOP team and EL teachers

● All schools

CAT Content Area Tutoring ● Core grade level/content area materials ● All schools with
EL
paraprofessional
support
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Infinite Campus/Ellevation Program Service Type Definitions

● CAT: Content Area Tutoring
○ Programs that provide one-on-one or small group tutoring/assistance to ELLs

during school hours in the content areas, including English language arts,
mathematics, science and social studies.  Tutoring is generally provided by
teachers other than bilingual or ESL teachers and may be provided by an aide
under the direction of a teacher.
https://education.ky.gov/federal/progs/eng/Documents/District%20Guide%20for%2
0EL%20Program.pdf

● CBE: Content-Based ESL
○ Use of instructional materials, learning tasks and classroom techniques from

academic content areas as the vehicle for developing language, content, cognitive
and study skills. English is used as the medium of instruction. This method helps
students acquire technical vocabulary and grammar used in academic language
and builds background knowledge, which makes mainstream classes more
comprehensible. When students are aware that what they are learning in their ESL
class is relevant to their academic success, this can be highly motivating,
especially for older students. Source: EL Identification letter provided by KDE

● DBE: Developmental Bilingual Education
○ Also known as Two-way Immersion or Dual Language Program, the goal of these

bilingual programs is for students to develop language proficiency in two language
by receiving instruction in English and another language in a classroom that is
usually comprised of half native English speakers and half native speakers of the
other language.
https://education.ky.gov/federal/progs/eng/Documents/District%20Guide%20for%2
0EL%20Program.pdf

○ This service model is currently not offered in Boone County Schools.
● DLG: Dual Language

○ Also known as two-way or developmental, the goal of these bilingual programs is
for students to develop language proficiency in two languages by receiving
instruction in English and another language in a classroom that is usually
comprised of half native English speakers and half native speakers of the other
language. https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/ell/glossary.html

○ This service model is currently not offered in Boone County Schools.
● EBE: Early Exit Bilingual Education

○ This program, also known as transitional bilingual education program, utilizes a
student's primary language in instruction. The program maintains and develops
skills in the primary language and culture while introducing, maintaining, and
developing skills in English. The primary purpose of a TBE program is to facilitate
the ELL student's transition to an all English instructional program while receiving
academic subject instruction in the native language to the extent necessary.
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/ell/glossary.html

○ This service model is currently not offered in Boone County Schools.
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● HLA: Heritage Language
○ A dual language program in which students are primarily English speakers with

some proficiency in or a cultural connection to the partner language through family,
community, or country of origin
https://education.ky.gov/federal/progs/eng/Documents/District%20Guide%20for%2
0EL%20Program.pdf

○ This service model is currently not offered in Boone County Schools.
● NEW: Newcomer Program

○ Newcomer programs are separate, relatively self-contained educational
interventions designed to meet the academic and transitional needs of newly
arrived immigrants. Typically, students attend these programs before they enter
more traditional interventions (e.g., English language development programs or
mainstream classrooms with supplemental ESL instruction).
https://education.ky.gov/federal/progs/eng/Documents/District%20Guide%20for%2
0EL%20Program.pdf

○ This service model is currently not offered in Boone County Schools.
● POE: Pull-Out ESL Resource

○ Programs which remove ELs from general education classes to pre-teach, teach,
or re-teach English language skills and/or academic content covered by the
general education classroom teacher.
https://education.ky.gov/federal/progs/eng/Documents/District%20Guide%20for%2
0EL%20Program.pdf

● Parent Refused Services
○ In IC, the indicator will be selected in the “Active EL Record” box.  In Ellevation,

ensure parent refusal is indicated in “key dates” on demographics tab (this should
transfer if it was indicated in IC.)  In addition, please indicate “Parent Refused
Service” as a service for PSP in addition to “CBE” or “SEI.”

○ The decision to opt out must be voluntary and informed, and not the product of
district practices or influence, the result of inadequate or inaccurate information, or
inadequate district resources. In opt-out cases, the district must inform the parent
of the services the child would receive in the district’s English learner education
programs, as well as the type of support that the district will provide to the student
if the parent decides to “opt out”. Parents should revisit their decision to opt out
every year and submit a new request for the current academic year. Under federal
law, districts must provide instructional support to ensure all ELs, including those
whose parent(s) has chosen to “opt out” of EL programs, have access to the
curriculum and receive the same opportunities to master the academic standards
and curriculum frameworks as their native English speaking peers. These students
will receive “Content Based English” (CBE) or “Sheltered English Instruction” (SEI)
within their general education classrooms, will take the annual ACCESS test, and
are still considered LEP until they reach RFEP status.  For additional guidance,
please refer to the “Dear Colleague Letter.”

● SEI: Sheltered English Instruction
○ An instructional approach used to make academic instruction in English

understandable to ELL students. In the sheltered classroom, teachers use physical
activities, visual aids, and the environment to teach vocabulary for concept
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development in mathematics, science, social studies, and other subjects.
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/ell/glossary.html

● SEN: Structured English Immersion
○ The goal of this program is acquisition of English language skills so that the ELL

student can succeed in an English-only mainstream classroom. All instruction in an
immersion strategy program is in English. Teachers have specialized training in
meeting the needs of ELL students, possessing either a bilingual education or ESL
teaching credential and/or training, and strong receptive skills in the students'
primary language. https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/ell/glossary.html

● TBE: Transitional Bilingual Education
○ This program, also known as early-exit bilingual education, utilizes a student's

primary language in instruction. The program maintains and develops skills in the
primary language and culture while introducing, maintaining, and developing skills
in English. The primary purpose of a TBE program is to facilitate the ELL student's
transition to an all English instructional program while receiving academic subject
instruction in the native language to the extent necessary.
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/ell/glossary.html

○ This service model is currently not offered in Boone County Schools.
● TWI: Two-Way Immersion

○ (Also known as “two-way dual language” or dual language program)- The goal of
these bilingual programs is for students to develop language proficiency in two
language by receiving instruction in English and another language in a classroom
that is usually comprised of half native English speakers and half native speakers
of the other language.
https://education.ky.gov/federal/progs/eng/Documents/District%20Guide%20for%2
0EL%20Program.pdf

○ This service model is currently not offered in Boone County Schools.
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Infinite Campus Program Status Definitions

● EL
○ Student’s Home Language Survey indicated a language other than English, and

has scored below 4.4 or below on WIDA Screener. Students in Kindergarten are
given Kindergarten WAPT.  All Kindergarten students are EL, regardless of
Kindergarten WAPT score and must exit on the annual ACCESS test.

● Exited EL
○ Student is Reclassified Fluent English Proficient (RFEP) and has scored 4.5 on

annual ACCESS for ELs assessment.
● Pending

○ A language other than English is indicated on the Home Language Survey.
Students are considered pending until required screening has determined eligibility.

● Not EL
○ A language other than English is indicated on the Home Language Survey.

Student scored 4.5 or above on the WIDA Screener assessment and is therefore
considered Initially Fluent English Proficient (IFEP).  Kindergarten students who
take the Kindergarten WAPT cannot be IFEP.

36



Additional References and Research

Pull Out instruction age groupings:
De Jong, E. & Commins, N. (2006). How should English language learners be grouped for
instruction? In E. Hamayan & R. Freeman, English Language Learners at School: A Guide for
Administrators. (pp. 118-121).

Best practice small group size:

Gersten, R., Baker, S.K., Shanahan, T., Linan-Thompson, S., Collins, P., & Scarcella, R. (2007).
Effective Literacy and English Language Instruction for English Learners in the Elementary
Grades: A Practice Guide (NCEE 2007-4011). Washington, DC: National Center for Education
Evaluation and Regional Assistance, Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of
Education. Retrieved from http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/practiceguides/20074011.pdf.

US Department of Education: “Dear Colleague Letter”

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf

WIDA Expressive Performance Indicators:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lpa_E9zfksraOdF6mK4JVdBOQnGSMdZy/view?usp=sharing

WIDA Receptive Performance Indicators:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/147dkhNMVcx7ozzC2B4-i4KWfG-8dI1yn/view?usp=sharing

SIOP Research and Components:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15aBAXx0Znqm47M1uy2U3P5cRq2F8LlA3/view?usp=sharing

WIDA RTI2 Document:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gZoYX1NVlJsMm3FRgkFzusjjSJY2H3S8/view?usp=sharing

WIDA Guiding Principles of Language Development:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E0r_0LTarku7gOzX3dhm-Iu0fq6FZUSD/view?usp=sharing
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Appendix I
ENGLISH LEARNERS (EL) DISTRICT SELF-STUDY GUIDE

This Guide is designed to provide the district/building with a comprehensive overview of its practices and procedures.
Please mark the answer by each statement that best describes your school district. In this district self-study guide, the
term English Learners (ELs) will be used instead of Limited English Proficiency (LEP). For definitions of terms please
see attachments.

Reviewer Team Member:

School Affiliation______________________

District__________________________________    Date: ___________________

Indicator Yes No

EL IDENTIFICATION

1. The district has a procedure to identify all students who have a primary or home language other than English.
Please attach a copy of the procedures.

2. District staff is knowledgeable of the procedures for identifying students who have a primary language other than English.

3. School/district staff that works directly with parents and students in the identification of students, who have a primary of home language other than
English, speak and understand the appropriate language(s).

4. Documentation regarding each student's primary or home language is maintained in the student's file.

5. The district assesses on a yearly basis the English language proficiency of all students identified as having a primary or home language other than
English in the four language areas (oral/speaking, reading, writing, and listening).

6. The district conducts language proficiency assessments for students who have a primary or home language other than English,
using:

6a. Formal assessments (e.g., tests). Name(s) often used:

6b. Informal assessments (e.g., teacher interviews, observations).

7. Students who have a primary or home language other than English are assessed for language proficiency in their primary or home language.

8. The district has developed procedures to determine the effectiveness of its informal assessment procedures.
Please attach a copy of it.
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Appendix I
ENGLISH LEARNERS (EL) DISTRICT SELF-STUDY GUIDE

This Guide is designed to provide the district/building with a comprehensive overview of its practices and procedures.
Please mark the answer by each statement that best describes your school district. In this district self-study guide, the
term English Learners (ELs) will be used instead of Limited English Proficiency (LEP). For definitions of terms please
see attachments.

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION

Indicator Yes No
9. The district has determined the level of English- language proficiency at which students are considered English proficient.
Please attach copy of description.

10. The district assesses EL academic skills in relation to their grade or age level. Name(s) of
instrument(s) used to assess EL academic skills:

11. EL who have been in the U.S. for 3 consecutive years are tested in English in reading/language arts.

12. The district assesses EL in the language and form most likely to yield accurate and reliable results. Language(s) used:

13. The district uses the "Guidelines for the Inclusion of English Language Learners in Your District-wide Assessment Program " or similar
documents to guide decision-making.

EL PROGRAM SERVICES

13a. Total number of EL included in your district wide assessment

13b. Number  of EL included  in the district wide assessment with ( ) NO accommodations
( ) With accommodations

13c. Number of EL NOT included in your district-wide assessment.

14. The district has established qualifications for individuals who administer language or academic assessments to EL.

15. Programs are available for EL at each grade level.

16. There are no substantial delays (e.g., more than 30 days) in placing EL into an appropriate educational program.
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Appendix I
ENGLISH LEARNERS (EL) DISTRICT SELF-STUDY GUIDE

This Guide is designed to provide the district/building with a comprehensive overview of its practices and procedures.
Please mark the answer by each statement that best describes your school district. In this district self-study guide, the
term English Learners (ELs) will be used instead of Limited English Proficiency (LEP). For definitions of terms please
see attachments.

PROGRAM (e.g ., ESL, Bilingual, etc.)

17. There is coordination of curriculum between teachers for EL and teachers in the regular program.

18. EL in the high school program earn credits toward graduation.

19. Instructional materials are adequate to meet the English language and academic needs of EL.

r

20. Parents are involved in the process of placing EL in an appropriate educational program

21. The district has a system to evaluate the success of their EL program.

22. Label the program(s) at each level or attach a copy of description.

23. The district has established qualifications for teachers who teach EL.

Please attach a copy of the description of the evaluation plan. Please attach documentation on accommodations
used.
Level Program (See definitions) Teachers/Paraprofessionals Elementary
Middle school High school
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Appendix I
ENGLISH LEARNERS (EL) DISTRICT SELF-STUDY GUIDE

This Guide is designed to provide the district/building with a comprehensive overview of its practices and procedures.
Please mark the answer by each statement that best describes your school district. In this district self-study guide, the
term English Learners (ELs) will be used instead of Limited English Proficiency (LEP). For definitions of terms please
see attachments.

STAFF

24. The district has established qualifications that the teachers' aides and/or paraprofessionals must meet.

25. The district has teachers with permissions /endorsement to teach EL.

25a. Number of EL

25b. Number of teachers with ESL permissions

26. The district provides high-quality professional development to classroom teachers and other district personnel.

26a. Number of mainstream teachers that participated.

26b. Number of ESL teachers that participated.

26c. Number of paraprofessionals/teacher aides that participated

27. The district provides training for interpreters and translators.

28. Professional development activities are designed to improve instruction and assessment of EL;
enhance teachers' ability to understand and use  curricula, assessment measures, and  instructional strategies for EL; are based  on scientifically based research;
and  are of sufficient intensity  and  duration to have a lasting impact on teachers' performance

29. Teachers of EL are fluent in English and, when appropriate in any other language(s) used for instruction, including having written and oral communication skills.

30. The district has provided training to staff who administer, evaluate, and interpret the results of the assessment that was used.

41



Appendix I
ENGLISH LEARNERS (EL) DISTRICT SELF-STUDY GUIDE

This Guide is designed to provide the district/building with a comprehensive overview of its practices and procedures.
Please mark the answer by each statement that best describes your school district. In this district self-study guide, the
term English Learners (ELs) will be used instead of Limited English Proficiency (LEP). For definitions of terms please
see attachments.

EXIT CRITERIA

31. The district has established an exit criterion.
Please attach a description of it.

3la. How many EL exit the program after less than 1 year

31b. How many EL exit the program after 1 to 3 years

31c. How many EL exit the program after 3 to 5 years

31d. How many EL exit the program after 5 years or more

32. The exit criteria ensures that EL can:

32a. Speak English sufficiently EL to participate in the district's general educational program.

32b. Read English sufficiently EL to participate in the district's general educational
program

32c. Write English sufficiently EL to participate in the district's general educational program.

32d. Comprehend English sufficiently EL to participate (meaningfully) in the district's general educational program

33. The district monitors the academic progress of EL who have exited the program.

33a. Average years of monitoring

34. The school district determines whether EL are performing at a level comparable to their English-speaking peers?
Please attach documentation (Work Samples) - Teacher anecdotal records

35. The district has established procedures for responding to deficient academic performance of EL.
Please attach a copy of procedures.

36. EL re-enter the alternative language program if they experience academic difficulties in the regular program.

37. Achievements, honors, awards, or other special recognition rates of EL are similar to those of their peers.

37a. Percent of English-monolingual students in Talented and Gifted programs

37b. Percent of EL in Talented and Gifted programs

37c. Percent of EL in district
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Appendix I
ENGLISH LEARNERS (EL) DISTRICT SELF-STUDY GUIDE

This Guide is designed to provide the district/building with a comprehensive overview of its practices and procedures.
Please mark the answer by each statement that best describes your school district. In this district self-study guide, the
term English Learners (ELs) will be used instead of Limited English Proficiency (LEP). For definitions of terms please
see attachments.

PROGRAM EVALUATION

38. The district conducts a formal evaluation of its program for EL to determine its effectiveness.
Please attach a copy of the report.

39. The district examines data of EL?

39a. grade retention

39b. graduation

39c. dropout rates

39d. gender

39e. English proficiency

39f. Economically disadvantaged

39g. KPREP achievement levels satisfactory to goals?

39h. multiple measures of academic achievement
Please attach copies of disaggregated data
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Appendix I
ENGLISH LEARNERS (EL) DISTRICT SELF-STUDY GUIDE

This Guide is designed to provide the district/building with a comprehensive overview of its practices and procedures.
Please mark the answer by each statement that best describes your school district. In this district self-study guide, the
term English Learners (ELs) will be used instead of Limited English Proficiency (LEP). For definitions of terms please
see attachments.

EQUITABLE ACCESS

40. The quality of facilities and services available to EL are comparable to those available to all other students.
Please describe under what conditions.

41. The quality and quantity of instructional materials in the program are comparable to the instructional materials provided to all other students.

42. EL participate in classes, activities, and assemblies with all the other students

43. EL have access to the full school curriculum (both required and elective courses, including vocational education) while they are participating in
the language program.

44. Counseling services provided to EL are comparable to those available to all other students

45. EL have opportunities for full participation in special opportunity programs, (e.g., Gifted &
Talented, Advanced Classes, Title I, Special Education programs, etc.)

46. EL are not segregated while taking their classes

47. In general, EL are integrated in classes such as P.E. music, arts, etc.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

48. The district utilizes procedures for identifying EL who may be in need of special education services.
Please attach copy.

49. The district's procedures for identifying and assessing EL for special education takes into account language and cultural differences. Please
attach copy.

50. Testing instruments used to assess EL for special education placement are valid and reliable for these specific students.

51. Persons who administer special education assessment tests to EL are specially trained in administering the tests.

52. Staff who conducts special education assessments for EL are fluent in the student's primary language

53. The instructional program for EL in special education takes into account the student's language needs.

54. The district ensures coordination between the regular and the special education programs in
meeting the particular needs of EL who are in special education

55. The district identifies and places all EL who need special education services in a timely manner.

56. The parents or guardians of special education EL are notified of their rights and responsibilities in a language they can best understand.
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Appendix I
ENGLISH LEARNERS (EL) DISTRICT SELF-STUDY GUIDE

This Guide is designed to provide the district/building with a comprehensive overview of its practices and procedures.
Please mark the answer by each statement that best describes your school district. In this district self-study guide, the
term English Learners (ELs) will be used instead of Limited English Proficiency (LEP). For definitions of terms please
see attachments.

.

NOTICES TO PARENTS

57. The district communicates with parents/guardians of students with a primary home language other than English, in a meaningful way (a form that parents
can understand).  For example, school forms are translated.
Please attach copies of translated forms.

58. Parents of EL are notified no later than 30 days after the beginning of the school year of their child identification, participation, and students and
parental rights.

59. The district uses interpreters or translators to assist in communicating with parents/guardians who do not speak English.

60. Parents/guardians of EL are EL informed of the district' s special educational programs

This self-study is based on data from _____academic year.

Completed by: ________________________________ Date__________________________
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Appendix J
Legal References Related to the Education of ELs

Federal Legislation

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 provides for strong accountability for the education of all
children and for certain provisions specific to limited English proficient students, especially under Titles I
and Ill of the Act. NCLB also provides funds to states and local schools and universities to carry out the
intent of the Act. http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/index.htm(full text)
http://www.ed.gov/nclb/ (U.S. Department of Education's official NCLB Web site)

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits discrimination on the basis of national origin (and other
civil rights).
http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/cor/coord/titlevista.htm (full text)

Equal Education Opportunities Act of 1974 requires schools to "take appropriate steps" to ensure equal
access as stipulated in the Lau opinion below. http://www.law.cornEL.edu/topics/education.html (full text)

Court Decisions
Lau vs. Nichols (1974) ruled that providing the same access to curriculum, instruction, and materials for
students of limited English proficiency as is provided to English dominant students is not in effect
equitable.

Plyler vs. Doe (1981) ruled that all students in public schools must be appropriately served, including any
students who may not be documented as legal immigrants.

Castaneda vs. Pickard (1981) case precedent requires schools to use a three pronged approach to assure
that they are following the spirit of the above decisions vis-a-vis: a practice grounded in sound educational
theory; effective implementation of an appropriate program; assurance that the program is working
through an evaluation and subsequent program modification to meet this requirement.

Office of Civil Rights Policy Update on Schools' Obligations Toward
National Origin Minority Students With Limited English Proficiency (1991) adopted the three prongs
of Castaneda above and required that all language minority students be assessed for fluency, that parents
be provided school information in a language they understand, and that instruction to limited English
proficient students be carried out by qualified staff.

Executive Order 13166: Improving Access to Services for Persons With Limited English Proficiency
(2000) http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/cor/13166.htm(full text)
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http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/index.htm(full
http://www.ed.gov/nclb/
http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/cor/coord/titlevista.htm
http://www.law.cornel.edu/topics/education.htmlt
http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/cor/13166.htm(full
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