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 Enrollment in the four-county Puget Sound region is still about 
23,000 students less than what is was prior to the pandemic.

Puget Sound Enrollment Trends (Four County Region)
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District Enrollment Trend
P223 Enrollment (October)

Does Not Include Full-Time Running Start Students 
or Students Enrolled in Open Doors



King County Public School Districts P223
Change in Enrollment: Oct 2019 to Oct 2023

Numbers may have changed since originally reported.
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Shoreline Enrollment by Level
October Headcount

(Excludes Running Start Only Students)
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Kindergarten Enrollment Trends
King County Public Schools
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Summary of Trends
• Enrollment Much Lower Post-Covid in Shoreline and the Region

• Some increase in private school enrollment but the effects vary by 
district; not a significant factor in Shoreline as far as we can tell.

• Kindergarten remains the worst problem everywhere.

• Births are trending down also (next).

• Districts with a lot of new and affordable housing (especially 
single family housing) are the ones seeing the best growth trends 
post-covid.

Trends and Projections – April 20248



Enrollment

In-Migrants
(Students 
Arriving 

During the 
Year)

Graduating 
12th Graders

Out-Migrants
(Students 
Leaving 

During the 
Year)

Kindergarten 
Students

The Dynamics of Enrollment
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King County Births
Source: Washington State Health Department

Note: The 2021 birth number comes from the CDC 
Next year’s cohort
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King County Birth Projections
(Based on the Average the Fertility Rates for the Past Two Years
and Projected Growth in Females in Their Child-Bearing Years 

Using the OFM Medium Range Population Forecast)

Actual Birth Cohorts (in the light 
color) eligible for school between 2023 
and 2027

Projected cohorts for 2028 to 2033 Enrollment

Projections

11
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Seattle School District Census Data
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Shoreline School District
 K Enrollment as a Percent of King County Births
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Movement into and out of the District 
(Excluding Kindergarten and 12th Grade)
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Housing

Will new housing produce enrollment growth?
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Home Sales in Shoreline
Compiled from Public and Private Sources

2005-2023
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Housing in the District
History and a Forecast by Year

Based on Recent Census Data, Pipeline Data, Permit Data and the PSRC’s Land Use Forecast
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Number and Type of Units Projected by Year
The specific numbers for a given year may be higher or lower than what we have assumed.
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Looking at Some of the Latest Data

Data includes 16 individual apartment developments completed between 2018 and 2023.



Enrollment Projections



October 2023 Enrollment Compared to 
Low, Medium, High Forecasts from Last 
Year (Headcount)

Trends and Demographics Jan 202423



Basic Methodology
• Kindergarten

– Average share of the birth cohort enrolled in Shoreline Schools
– Using recent history because things have changed since Covid
– PLUS: Students from new housing

• Continuing Grades
– Average net change as students progress (cohort rates – next slide)
– PLUS: Students expected from new housing

• Low, Medium, and High Forecasts
– Low and High about one-percent lower or higher growth annually
– Acceptable error rate for a one year forecast
– Recommend Medium (Our Best Estimate)
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Enrollment History and Cohort Rates Used in the Model
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Shoreline School District Updated Forecast 
Low, Medium, and High

2024-2033
Based on grade level enrollment trends, births, 

and projected growth from new housing
The Medium Range Forecast is Recommended at this Time



School Forecasts
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