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ENVIRONMENT
Cost for Orange County water agencies to clean up toxic ‘forever’
chemicals under new EPA regulations estimated at $1.8 billion

inated with PFAS chemi
wred dangerous to human health

Accarding o a study by the LS. Geolagical Surveer, 45% of the tap wat
— alse known a5 “farever chemicals” hl\'\llu[" of how long they last —

40 WELLS UNSAFE
UNDER NEW RULES

e The Drange
By Andre Mouchurd Caunty Nga'.er
amanokard g, con Ciétiie tand
Thiz month, when the Envi- the Serrana
ronmental Protection Agency an- Water
nouneed the first federal rules on District began
how much of a half-dozen deadly aperating
PFAS chemicals to allow in your aFFAS
tap water, 40 public wells in Or- trealr.':entl
plant in Villa

ange County instantly became
unsafe for human consumption,
at least on paper.

The fact that those wells will
continue to supply water to hun-
dreds of thousands of local resi-
dents — even while they're undera
strict schedule that calls for them

WATER # PAGE 11

Parkin 2022,

REHAE RIVIERA
Patient brokering has human. not just financial. toll

Some folks have gone =0 far as  paid thousands of dollars by the  stin pleaded goilty to consple-
tocall it @ form of buman teaf~  rehabs, The rehabs then billin- ey to commit health eare fraud
ficking — “body brokers” brib- surers many, many thousands by videoconference before U8,
ing folks with good private mare. [t's an investment with District Judge Peter G. Sheri-
health insurance to come to Cal-  fabulous returns, if you don't get  dan on Tuesday, according to

_— ifornia for addiction treatment.  caught. the Department of Justice. He
Tm‘::‘. whether folks really want treat- But sometimes, vou get was sentenced to 15 months in

ment oF not.
The brokers and patients get

prizon and three vears of

Colu mreist SFORZA 0 PAGEID

caught.
Eevin M. Dickau, 35, of Te-

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

College

officials
brace for
protests

Pro-Palestine demonstrations,
like at USC last week, have led to
encampments and police clashes

Byl-mlmvr Lee and Victoria Ivie
Staff

As tensbons boil at universities across the coun-
try amid scattered police confrontations with pro-
Palestinian protesters, Southern California eol-
leges are grappling with campus safety lssues
as graduation ceremonies near in the coming
weeks.

Loeally, major dizruptions have ocearred
at USC, UCLA, UC Irvine and Pomona College
in Claremont over student-led demands for a
permanent cease-fire in the war on Gaza and
an end to financial support for Iseael. And al-
though security concerns there have been the
most intense, other Southern California col-
leges are now taking measures to ensure their
commencement activities — and the weeks
leading up to them — are free of similar clashes.

PROTESTS » PAGES

ETAFF PHOTESGRA

Carin Leén makes history at Stagecoach
The balladeer iz the first artist to perform mainty
in Spanish at the Stagecoach cauntry music feati-
val this weakend, pase Ale

EPDETE

LeBron keeps L.A. alive in NBA playoffs
James seodes 30points as the Lakers avoid slimi-
nation a 118-108yictery aver Denver in Game
A of the flrst-round sedes. paseen

PLAYLIST
SoCal restaurants with staying power
Dperating a restaurant ian't for the faint of haart
but some have survived decades by keeping cus-
tomers coming back far more. paeae o1

INDEX
thweek LEr oeal
AZ3 I attary

A1E-17
Fats a4

Flarylist .ol
Faal Estats. 4

Segerstrom Center Presents

Music
Comes

Spamilten

Segerstrom
Center for the Arts’

TODAY'S FORECAST

Coastal: High GELow 57
/{:} inkand: High 76¢_aw 53
Full wealher repert AZL

Custamar Sarvies: 7147967777

Feb 20-22, 2025

o
Sept19-21, 2024

Eric McCarmack Cheyenne Jackson
& Laura Bell Dundy Apri0-1z, 2025
Oct 17-19, 2024 Spamiiten

Jnson Rabert Brown May 15-T7, 2025

wij Anika Mari Rese
Mo 7-9. 2024
Karery Butlor
Jan23-25, 2025

scfta.org fcabaret
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ARTIST OF THE YEAR 2024

AND THE ARTISTS
OF THE YEAR ARE ...

DANGE
Sofin Anicelo

FILM AND TV
Benjamin Weil

FINE ARTS

Caroline Kim

By Theresa Walker
es) at

sity sports,

nat does it mean to be an
ﬂﬂl gt?
That question hed
of each high school student
L

niar h igh school students.

in seven s

In their
about pa ve o in-
spire athers. Through thelr individual
creativity, they want to make a con-
nection, foster understanding, nor-
ture empathy.

They might be misunde
lums b\u as nl'l)-.l.'s[]l 8

Claire Tre
provide awards to the

The first decade of ;
Year saw steady iner

tood at

schools :

growth but this ye:
nominees suTp
els in all categol

Ty
They've committe ﬂ their time to non-
pmlﬁt organkzations.

Th

2003: Filn and T

t Iﬂ(- L'o tell the stor m:u[
the seven Or ange County high Mhu\.ﬂ

students nansed th
the Year, along with
They are each profiled in sto- priv
rie= publizhed today in The Orange
County Register. They will be honored
in person next month at an awards
prasentation. The top students also
et o showease their talents.
Concelved as a counterpart to the

ate instructors,
Zations — 272 inall th

iatr

Orange County Register's recognition
of student-athletes who excel in var-
rtist of the Year is in its
1ith year. It is open to junior and se-

The program is co-sponsored by
The HO@,[-\[E‘I and Chapman Univer-
i fear benefited again
¥ rl‘rnm a ..u"umltlm.ntm
llege of Per-
50040 in ap-

1 help um‘k-. from UC Irvine's
or Sehool of the Arts to

5

Overall, nominations reached 8
im 2024, up from 113 that first
had 60 nominees;

il &FLS OrgAn
ear from 85
entlties — make the nominations. A
group of semifinalists are then given
15 minutes each to show their art-
and answer questions from a
panel of judges tailored to each dis-

INSTRUMENTAL MEDIA ARTS THEATER VOCAL MUSIC
s CGirace Lin MeKenzie Cahill Viveka Saravanan
Jaebom Wu

clpline.

The judges are co and high
school instructors, working profes-
nd beaders from Orange

Each y
1o 1Im mu“nhi.'lung Artist of the Year
process. For 2024, in addition to
making it eagler for teachers to nom-
inate stwdents. divisions were intro-
duced.

Students were designated Division
1 or Division 2, depending on years of
tealning that varied among :]h. i
(.I|J| 5. At beast two Diy
dents were included as semifin I.I |sl-.
in each discipline and one as a final-

nominated and in the participation of st
arts organization

The pandemic cansed a dip in that
the number of
sed pre-COVID bev-

.\r‘lsl of the ¥
sem explalne
Impmg to 2ee more studend
sented that are new on thelr journey
bt are showing promise as an art-

r producer Helde

st
O the students who completed

their applications, 586 were Divi-

sion 1 and 102 were Division 2, Jans-

sen sald,
Maore than numbers tell the tale of
growth in stature.

Consider what one excited dancer
told Janssen out in

iy lkln 3

indges that would choose lhe\. 1up art-

ist from the semif t eandidates.
She said that when she started at

Orange County School of the Arts

hack in seventh grade, she'd seen the
photos of her school’s Artists of the
Year on the wall and made it one of
her goals to be a contender.

“I thaought that was great,” Janssen
said, “because for so many years a lot
of students have said [ never knew
about this program until [ O

play of Artlst of the Year pho-
means a school is celebrating the
honoe, Janssen added.

“Bo, it's mmu.lhlng for the student
to strive for. That's what you want.
Now they know and they are looking
forward to it"

Of the semifinalists, 13 were repeat
performers.

The judges whae have come back
vear after year to select the Ar
the Year aleo said they look fi

e in the number of partic-
s and in the level of talent on

di splay impressed them
lieve how many stud
this year,"” said Tudy mlpz a d.wcf\
teacher at Northwood High in Ir
who helped conceive and 'l}lul.|]L the
Artist of the Year program and serves
as 4 judge for dance.

The public gets a chance to see
i 5 saw at the awands

T
University D
s free.

Hall at Ch |Jmau Universit
e, Drange. Attenda

ARTIST OF THE YEAR 2024 | DANCE

SOFIA ANICETO

Sofla Andcato, a senlor at Huntington Beach Academy for the Performing Arts, is the 2

the Colburn School dance program in
downtown Los Angeles that began in
201,

Anicets told the Artist of the Year
judges that she aimed for Colburn
once she got “really serious” about
ballet.

How serious:

Aniceta, 17, rides a Metrolink train
to Colburn weekdays from her home
in Cerritos, undaunted by sketchy mo-
ments that can happen aboard publie
transportatis

“It

By Theresa Walker
Corresy at

i say the happy marriage of
a stage and a love of the-
er s in Sofla Aniceto's blood.

Her parent a5 ¢ mumhcl 3
in a rendition of “West Side
Her mom was a Jet and her cl.nl v as
a Sharl

At the age of 3. Aniceto landed &
role as & litile prineesz in another
Broadway classic, “The King and 1"

dancing o

The desire that earned her the a little bit scary sometimes,”
honer of being named Artist of the she explained, “but I have pepper
Year was already strong in her. spray.”

The princezs role called for Ani-
ceto to stand still on stage but, she re-
called. all she wanted to dowas ds
Sh stopped.

Aniceto ended up focusing on bal- 2
let. But singing and acting remain ¢
part of her reperto

Her ballet training — contempo-
rary and neoclassical — hs
tengive, includi NI Seven
Beach Ballet and her cu

And when her day ends at Colburn,
she rides the train back to participate
pee. in the theater prog at Huntington
my for the Performing
2 on the Hunti Fton Beach ll)l.h
mipus. (When vou're a Jet, you're &
Jet all the way, right?)

Aniceto presented both a self-cho-
repgraphed ballet dance and & musi-
eal theater number in her Artist of the
Year performance, describing herself

ent -.hl.d\ at

4 Artist o

as primarily a ballet dancer but with
the igger goal of being well-rounded.
Anie focus and drive, eoupled
\.utl\ the flair she brought to her self-
choreographed ballet combined to
make her stand out.
2 e adding flaver to the
hve said, moting that the move-

ment she creates 8 influenced by her
Hispanic background and folklorice

ot training can be so structured
and monotonous that the sense of joy
Inherent in dancing can be lost, sald
Anieeto, a high school senior whe
aims for a career as a dancer and a
‘.le\.tugmphel

She wanted to express a childlike
wonder in her ballet number, to
> glimmer. lh.s\sp:u}. 1 your
you -'»_um'm
forming, the quality of
and her self-assured

\lurrlm uocl llu,h in [nmL
“Bhe's the real deal.”

DANCE FINALISTS
T awibdition b Avtist of the Year., the judiges sehected
fin
danee genres included ballet

aks whaose

sts: From among the 16 semifin:

menen, filldkerico, hip hop, ja,
CRISTOPHER ARREDONDO,
orvision 2 » The senior at
Sunny Hills High in Fullerton
always loved danee but didn’t
start any danee program un-
til his m:whm.m year. And
that w. marked by CO-
V1D pandemi restriction
someone who doesn't like
ing his feelings, dance is a sort
rapy, he said. ]he;uclg\.\
declared his choreography
storytelling. Ar |L-duz1.<!
18, plans ta audition for dance
at Mo Antonke Colleage
and continue training at ].lb dance studio in Whit-
ther.

Cristopher
Arredondo

MACKENZIE COUCH, DIVISION 1

w She's had her ups and downs
with dance — love it, hate it
and always going back to it —
because “I don't know what life
would be without it That ten-
\iuu pmtl\.' stun=. r’mm a -.'Lh

. Al rh-'ze are in
onservatory at Or-

¥ he Arts,
where Couch I: a senbor. Couch,
. plans to earn a BFA and
teach dance or start her awn
COmpa When [ have my mind set on something,

n best believe I'm going to get it

Mackenzie Couch

PIPER ROVSER, IVISION 15 Slm-
ply put, “Plper is an a

vealed that she didn't know
where to start with her self-
choresgraphed jazz number to
“Gweet Dreams” but felt free as
the music ook her over. “1 was
letting my bones do what they
wanted to do.” Dancing since
she was &, the junior at Orange
County School of the Arts co-
founded a youth organization,
Wired4Dance, that provides adaptive therapeutic
dance classes to underprivileged vouth. She hopes
to hold a summer camp thi r.

Fiper R
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By ’I'hunlsa Walker

Corresy

Late last year when Benjamin Weil
posted his black-and-white short “Hotel
Orverstimulation™ on YouTube, he left a
disclaimer.

Weil explained how he made the two-
minute feature to submit for college ad-
missions, “T recognize it isn’t the most ¢
#or tight project but the aim wi 0
represent myself and the stories | choose
totellfthe ways in which [ tell them pather
than create the most technically airtight
production.”

The film is about living with ADHD In
aconstantly overstimulating environment.
He added that he wrote, starved in, edited,
audio engineered, and animated the film
on his own.

What Weil, 18, left out is that he filmed
the movie entirely within the hotel room he
was sharing with his parents after they lost
their rental house. And that he shot it with
a cellphone on a tripod, then finished it
on hiz iPad and a public library computer.

It was filmed in color, but he learned
to use software a friend online teld him
about to convert it to black and white and
enhance its emotional impact.

Beyond praising what Weil accom-
plished in the film, an intense mind thriller
expressing his inner struggle, the Artist of
the Year judges marveled at the circum-
stances under which it was made.

“Ben broke the mold on everything,” sald
Erie Timmonz, who teaches film produc-
tion at Santa Ana High School.

Said Victor Payan, founder and (ll 3
of Media Arts in S8anta
co-founder of OC Film Fi a
depth and darkness to his experience that
he really channels to his plece.”

Laveral of the judges remembered Wedl's
work from Last year when he was a Film)/
TV semifinalist. Weil talked about being

HUNAINA HIRIL
DIviSIoN1» She is

a repeat finalist.
Her ability at creat-
ing bespoke sounds
for a short commer-
clal she debuted

for her Artist of

the Year presenta-
tiom this year stood
out to the judges.
Her work was very
precise, zaid Andy
Lamne. associate pro-
fessor of storytelling at Chapman Uni-
College of Film and Me-
s, where Hirji hoped to study
film design. “Great work,” Lane told the
18-year-old His fou’ll be in big de-
mand.”

8

Huriaina Hirji

ARTIST OF THE YEAR 2024 | FILM AND TV

BENJAMIN WEIL

Benjamin Weil, 3 s

im an “artistic drought” & year ago, think-
ing his work had to be perfeet. Now he Is
writing seripts to share the stories in his

ead without worrving about compromis-
vision. He hopes to film some of
mpilss propects” over the summer,
“He's rediscovered a joy in creating

again,” ohserved Erie Nong, Viet Film Fest
Lo

s housing situation — sharing
one roam o sleeping in their car — might
be relieved for Weil as he prepares to grad-
uate from Huntington Beach Academy for
the Performing Arts.

r at Huntingtan Brach Academy for the Performing Arts, is the 2024 Artist of the

Depending on what he called “the finan-
clal stuff” Weil plans to attend Woodbury
University, a private nonprofit liberal arts
school in Burbank. He'll be able to live in
adorm room.

STl have a roof” Weil told the judges,
“which will kind of be nice”

FILM AND TV FINALISTS

I wddition Lo Artist of the Year, the judges selecled four fnalists from among 16 semifinalists wheo showeased their skills

in animution, cinematography, directing.

AZTLALT AGUIRRE

PAREDES, DIVISION
2w Hiz montage of
short films — in-
cluding & re-imag-
ining of The Bea-

at the greatness of
b Muhammed
All — highlighted
the quickly ac-
quired editing
skills of Aguirre
Paredes, 18. He had
played around on an iPad when he was
vounger but didn't study editing until
taking a video production c]a-n in his se-
nior year at Buena Park High. For now,

it's mostly a hobby, said Aguirre Pare-
dos_ who plans to major in computer sei-
ance.

Aztlalt Aquirre
Paredes

eiditing, sound design, and visual effects:

MACY PATTERSON,
DIVISION 1 » Patter-
=om wreote and di-
rected the shoet film
“1 Just Want to Be
Tt exphones

the vounger one's
desire to feel pretiy
like her sibling, and
2 cruel joke th
brings them closer
together. It was shot
wver 48 hours with a crew of 20 from El
Dorado High for a film competition. A
huge fan of “Barbie” and “Lady Bird" di-
rector Greta Gerwlg, Patterson, 18, sald
she iz tired of films that depict women
tearing at each other. “It's important to
show relationships of being with each
wther, lifting v other up, and bond-
ing.” She plans to attend film school at
Chapman.

Macy

TAHLIA FOMPEL, DI
VISION L Pompel,

a cinematographer,
did her Artist of the
Year presentation by
Eoom, from 5,000
miles awa

land, along with
classmates and
teachers from El
Dorado High in Pla-
centia on “kind of T
a school trip™ Even
with a few glitches in the transmission,
Pomipel ably spoke about a PSA on the
mental health of teens that was based
in part on her own paetry. Her message:
“Life will always be full o
the little joys in between.” 5]
senior who was accepted into he
schoal, New York University for film, but
also got into Chapman and Emerson
College in Boston.

a Pompel

Chopman University celebrates this year's winners
ond opplavds your creativity and imagination.

‘We con't wait fo see where they toke you next.

We are proud to be a sponsor of
The Orange County Artist of the Yeor.

NGRATULATIONS

10 THE 2024 ORANGE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

College of
Performing Arts

ARTISTS OF THE YEAR!

DANCE: SOFIA ANICETO, Huntington Beach Academy for the Pect
FILM ond TV BENJAMIN WEIL, Huntington Beach Acodemy far the Performing Arts
FIME ARTS: CAROLINE KIM,

MCKENZIE CAHILL, Capistranc Vall

Orange County School of the Arts

IMETRUMENTAL MUSIC: JADON WU, Orange County Schoal of the Arts
MEDMA ARTS: GRACE LIN, Amold O, Beckm
THEATER:
VOCAL MUSIC

gh School
y High Schoo
VIVEKA SARAVANAN, Crange County School of the Arts

orming Arls

Chapman.edu/copa

Our News Isn't Just Local. IK?E’-@:_@

From natural disasters to sports triumphs, birth announcements to abituaries,
local news has always been a matter of life and death, joy and tragedy.
We'll keep reporting the news that affects you in a personal way — accurately
and objectively. Because if it's happening in your backyard, it's a big story to us.

THIE (RASIE CORINTY
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oVerage

Mohady Brats |
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Yo 0, 207, The Qg Cminty Pogited
i

Mot frp Paal Ber
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By ’I'hunisa Walker

Corresy

‘The teacher who nominated Caroline
Artist of the Year described her
“a doer, a thinker and always a

Here's one of the re why Paige
Odden, director of the visual arts conser-
vatory at Orange County High School of
the Arts, used those action words.

s created several designed an-
imal characters and related images and
has hranded those ch: rs and imag

inte a self-sustaining business 1I1.JL fuels
her passion for design and suece

In naming Kim the fine arts Artist of the
Year, her abilities as a painter, designer and
embroiderer stood out to the judges. She
dpesn’t appear to be headed to a life as a
starving artist.

Kim, 16, eame across professional, yet
humble. Accomplished, vet pieking up new
trchmqm 5 qubckly.

“She had the skill, the passion and the
art,” said Kyung Sun Cho, professor and
pragram eoordinator of drawing and
painting at Cal State Fullerton.

Added David Kidd oclate profes-
=or of ceramics at Chapman University,
“8he’s going to be a suecessful business-
wolinan.”

Eim brought along examples of The-
ityTigers brand she created for her own
enjoyment and has sold at OCSAs winter
hey included engaging juiee and
milk drink boxes that keep the consumer
sipping to the hottom to reveal the answer
to riddles along the way.

She's alse created mugs, plush toys,
totes, and T-shirts. She'd sold about 100
s0 far with plans te do the winter market
again and explore other venues.

Why the tiger motif? Kim had a plush ti-
ger she carried everywhere ag a child.

Her work included a mixed-media iden-
tity plece — inspired by her childhood toys

In adddithon Lo

ANALS ESQUIVIAS
COLLADO, DIVISTON

hout his thoughts.
There’s the acrylic
plece “Hun,
abowut wanting to

be someone elsa, he
said. And his wa-
tercolor, acrylic and
color pencil image

of & hoy Inoking at

adrawing of a boy is about wanting to
gham.t vourself, the La Habra High se-

Anais Esquivias
Collade

be me, holding kind of like a s
trait.” Chapman ceramics profess
vid Kiddie observed the “deep thinking
going on there”

Artist of the Y

ARTIST OF THE YEAR 2024 | FINE ARTS

AROLINE KIM

Careline Kim, a junier at Orange County Schoal of the Arts, |5 the 2024 &

— that invalved working on a sewing ma-

cause “You have thiz izane or something

rthst of the Year in fine arts

ated even If they might not connect her

chine, wielding a hot ghee gun, and embroi-  to solve and you use creativity and art to  name to the finished product.

dering cloth pleces.

Ehe said he is driven to use art to ex-
plore the world of deslgn, “realizing that
my passion resides in creating for others.”

Kim has gravitated toward design be-

salve it
Like, getting children to drink their
il
Ehe told the judges she feels validated
just by someone enjoying what she's ere-

When Kim sal
like, OK, I'm sold.”

She still has her sen
OCEA and then he

that, Che noted, “T was

vear to finish at
attend a college

FINE ARTS FINALISTS

spanned deawing, pinting, seulpting,

ETHAN LAREEN,
DIVISION 2 » Al-
bum eovers and

the “vibe” of the
hard-core punk and
T 1 musie he lis
tens to are Lars
en's greatest inspl-
rations. °1 like to
think of my work as
myself and the mu-
sie, which is why it
looks rough around
the edges” He's OK
with mistakes when he's sculpting; he
leaves them in. He purposely nicks his
pleces to “make them look all torn up”
The senior at Esperanza High in Ana-
heim explained how “good or bad, it still
feel somethin Uk ceTam-
p, the 18-year-old pointed
out. That's got him thinking about be-
coming an electrician.

Ethan Larsen

Go behind the headlines for an insider’s
view on all your favorite topics.

scng.com/newsletters

Mo cost or obligation, unsubscribe at any time.

the juelgies sebected fnalists fron

nong the 1 Fine

Fancl S0 styles, mived media and ceramics,

CHILISLOOF,
DIvISIoN 1+ Sloop,
18, possessed the
conlest name of
all the semifinal-

on the envi-
ronment and family
portraits of relatives
in Denmark when
she draws, Black ink
is her preference.

A senior at Orange
County School of the Arts, Sloop is inter-
ested [n the ocean, scuba diving and bi-
wlogy. She'd like to start a line of adult
coloring haoks ahout environmentalism.
On her dives, she's seen trash 50 me-
ters below the surface. [t bothers her: “1
want to make pecple aware of that im-
pact”

h||. Slol:-

15 seanifinalisis

wlwse work

creates 2D and 3D
mixed medla. “In
aworld so hectic
and fast-paced, art
gives me the power
to instill order in

my life” She helped  Melody Wu

start the National

Art Honor Society at Orange County
Sehool of the Arts. Activities included
drawlng clazses at homeless shelters and
art tuterials for children nationwide. A
senior, she plans to attend a liberal arts
achool and make art a part of her eduea-
tiom path.

UCP’S CREATIVE ENGINE

For Tickets:

Our
Colleges.

Do yiou know Orange County has more than sixty
institutions of higher leaming? From primary research
to professiona training, these colleges and universities.
spark economic growth in our region. We cught to
know—we ve, study and work here, And we'll
keep covenng OC's education and business ssues

THE ORANGE COUNTY

Nobody Be

Beats Our Coverage.
ocregister.com/subscribe
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ARTIST OF THE YEAR 2024 | INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

)

Jadan Wu, ior at Qvange Caounty School of tha Arts, is the 2024 Arti
ing physical eare with the heal- \mr application.
Byirhurusu Walloa ing power of music . W wis

He'’s been bringing his gifts
musician to people in need
sl 2020 as the founder of
Mt.nclmg Melodie:
panist inter --.tccl ation that performs for sen
wur.d m disabled people, and
a‘xu,l perhaps becoming & (Icm— thc:«. with lon I

someday airdrop-  as well as funds
ping a plano in a remaote are: muske education for underpsiy
the world as part of a medical leged children.

Wu's commitment to us

It might soandd 1i
bnt Jadon Wo has done

. | hoped that
u.h deep into his
mmcl and heal him.
Months pas before his
grandfather opened his eves. W,
i n 1hc music 5

e's precedent: It hap-

pened during World War II, he ter zomeone else’s life stems

informed an astonished pmcl from personal exy me

of Artist of the Year judges. He's few years :l;..c‘ his gr whenever 1 come by," Wu told

med since he was little of fell off a roof while doing -\IJI'I]l the judges, who were impressed
i h his

tenanece. The accident by both his artistry and his
broke md caused in- u'u|~m.
t's not just about his v

grand- said Panl tlnch.m-\ a pi
. “The prog-  anist and Iun timn

hat he weuld forever who
m am‘ unable to Cultu
" Wu wrote in E

other peg-
ple, what I ean offer other pea-
ple.
To Wi, 17, that means combin-

\DON M

T

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC FINALISTS
Tv aclelitiion e Artisst oof U Yo, the judges selectsd nalists from
wertal Mu

I

finalists who played a variety of

il sl — o Uhe piano, vielin,

PAUL GONG, DIVISION 1+ He w
o playing piana, s
in fourth grade after mov mv here from

China, and then the double T three years
later. He has als
Maorthwood High 1
teombone in the s

vear. Juilliard is his dream scho
JOSEFH HUFFORD, DIVISION 10 He wore a Faul Gong
pink and biue ¢ o beanie and sim;
checked red, blue, burgundy and pink sweater
jacket — an outfit he cro eted. Troe to th
jazz guitarist that he is, Hofford, 18, m:
tained a eool demes He's been playing
guitar for four vears and got hooked on jazz
after hearing Chet Baker's “There Will Never
Be Anather You," one of the songs he show-

e plays loeal coffe
aduating Cesta Mesa

nd, after gr
ta attend Sonoma State. What
be cool, he said, would be to play

Jasaph Hufford

VAMILETT MELENDEZ, BIVISION 2 n I
w a double bass until midd
Mow she plays the nstr

High r:h.amh['rtu'..h

household means the
e can takie yo
to atudy music educstion a nd (um .

fessional

's when she

saw Karah James of the Can; n indbe pop

gl oup Valley perform live. “She was living the

ing drums for 2,000 pc.;plc & uﬂ
d

drurmer

nd wants to master the studio
rd p“otl‘ktlul\ her “dream Sav
" Ty gcll 14, hopes to mentor young
.lml ralse the pr ‘rhh: of females in the mus

h Twaedt

ng

- Industry.

ARTIST OF THE YEAR 2024 | MEDIA ARTS

GRACE LIN

a¢ in media arts

sire ta be not the
raid to be big and
olutely flery in my

“1 want ta a

areer in ’lJ|Ju( s,
a logical expectation g
that her parent Dmh lm(la lnu:k

Ta that Lnﬂ Lin -..ucl Ter
mother iz OK with her choice
digital art. Her father
er still want her to

"

nging pyroma-
niac — her words — from a co
d “Bull
ing figure drawn with f
and vellow tones in Inr
ribed her digital o
“‘completely crazy,
ing holding her back moralk
“Bullet Hell” eaptured the
judges’ attention.
{e Chimentl, associate pro-
or of graphic design at Chap-
n University I'IOlilLll the

dder

it
- on her ar
. “fiddling with

5" Her freshman year
at Beckman High in Irvine col
chded with the COVID pm'_uiL
and t]sm shew
and *
lm Lm;:'n:n_-u.-;
wiay to art. Lin, & e
books and she dived headfiest
Into Original Character Tour-
aments that allow artists lke
original charac-

nst each other in enline

A Ihml\ Lnlh‘g\ of
i ter Col-
lu. “of De gn, and Californla
College of the Arts. lm.:m-m m(l

book world on fire
uid Ziyung i:u.m a

"

he's even crazier be-
of that
5 8 bit of herself in the

ap
hattles.

MEDIA ARTS FINALISTS
T aviddition Lo Avtist of Uhe Year Uae judg

s named four finalists
T among Lhe 15 semifinalists who submitted work in
20 animation, digitad drawing and llustration, game ar,

plrotogtraphy, and mised-media video.

MATHAM ALEXANDER AYALA, DIVISION 2 »
la's digital |Jl1umg|.1p]u captures moments

.\ lone surfer who,
fidn’t get the sense

1|'|L"[!-1 upJL who love those ¢
3 a Park High, s

Nathan Alexander
Ayala
ANDREW HSIEH, DIVIStoN1» Hsleh, 18, has
had a camera in his hands since 6th grade.
He's headed for Brown University to major
in modern eulture and media with o
he student paper, the
feh shoots sports and
other school activities for the campus pa-
Fountain Valley High. H » photo-
shs concerts and has shot mesmerizing
f himself doing f;
e 'Illlll,l. called him “the Tom Brady of t his
Eroup.”

Brown D

E.ARAHT HU.DW'.ISJWI " I

u'-n.rln,'; E ||>L1 ic

jors artis
ing, interlor
in middle s
she took an

slgn profess
saed by h i
was 50 good.”

HECTORLOPES, DIVISIONZ v A
pher, Lopez has il
he b
Anaheim High School who nominated I'um
for Artist of the Year, recalled hcn\ [.npu rA
told him he spends
ange County on ot, find-
ing the everyday — and t_\ |:|L1Il\ averlooked
— subjects and moment

es to black and white
e headed to Cypress College to

|J m and photograpliy, Lopez has only been fo-
cusing on photography for about two years.
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ARTIST OF THE YEAR 2024 | THEATER

Mc

B)f 'l"lwrasn Walker

and baggy brown pants. MeKen-
zhe c_.a hill stood stark still as she
be

poignant mix of vulnerability and
powerful emotions.
e

T for her next song, she flung
the sweatshirt e 1o meove about
freely as the menacing nanny Miss
Andre

Treacl

The two numbers emba the
personal story and the theatrical
command that earned her the vote
for Artist of the Year.

“Amazing” was the word used by
one of the judges to describe both
the powes L|.‘||.IIJ4|.‘ voioe and the driv-

s something about the
18-year-old senior from Capist-
rana Valley High that stayed on the
mind of Sara Guerrera, a foander
and artistic director of Breath of

Mekenzie Cahill, a 2enior at Capisiran

a Valley High Schaol, is

Fire Latina Theater Ensemble.
Alotof students, Guerrero noted,
0 through personal kssues similar
Cahill faced down — be-
ing called the “N* word and egged
ntly white south Or-
ange County for her mixed-race
IJ.uLgltn‘:'ld and feeling helpless
in defense of her younge 5
i middle school for hcl'

vaiting
— tor that try-
ing time when her sister suffered
intenze harassment by her peers.
Cahill went =0 far as to contact
school administrators herself in
seeking a stop to the b 1

Then during her junior year in
high school, she put all her anger
and passion into the role of the
cruel Miss Andrew In “Mary Pop-

rin theates,

as the
ha:dt--.( for her TIES are
hetter now, but Cahill conkdn’ help
tearing up when talking about it,
as she admitted also doing during
her interview for New York Uni-
versity’s Tisch School of the Arts,
where she was waitlisted,

Calill has earned accol:
include the OC Cappie;
calist and the JRAY Featured Ac-
tress awards for her 2023 roles of
Miss Andrew and Birdwoman in
her school's production of “Mary
Poppin=™

Her teac!
seribed C
vocalist, aciress
triple threat.

Actually, quadruple.
celled as a student diree
vear, Tucker added.

Asked what her dream role
might be, Cahill began naming
lead characters from “Wicked™ and
“Hadestown™ bat then pansed and
declared. “Any ch ter in any
Broadway show ever!

des that
Best Vo-

KENZIE CAHILL

THEATER FINALISTS
Tiv aalelition to Artist of the Year, the juddes selected Tnalists
s for their

from amwng the 16 Theater semifinal
singing, acting and lechnical art skills.

JDCAVALLUZEL, DIVISION 2 » Cavalluzzl
deelded on taking a elass in theater de-
=ign at El Dorado High in Mlacentia be-
cause hizs best friend was going to and,
what the heck, Cavalluz l\llcdod the
credit. He found his

igned props for sever

string

dia l.'nlwrsll_ pruf-:.-..-..;l of thes

Vezner said of the lighting choices G
valluzzl made for his school’s produoe-
tion of “Frankenstein.”

AVADEVOE, DIVISION] » [V
with film acting when she wa
had TV roles an “Gr
“This Is Us." Stunt training k= coming
up this summer: “I'm so excited about
the idea of jumping off & building" A
senior at Orange County School of the
s, DeVioe, 17, plans to attend the Cre-
¢ Producing program at Chapman
University's Dodge College of Film
Media Arts. “I want to be that per
with all the answers and be the pe;
people come to for those answers.”

ISABELLAKIM, DIVISION 1» For the ro
that she's taken on since starting in sev-
enth grade at the Orange County School
of the Arts acting conservatory, Kim
ponders the nature of a character to cre-
ry, whether portray
~garde project
he wants to
Where did [ eome

water spirit in
or UphLIls in “Haml

Isabefla Kim

heater fi-
ht, 17, in-
B

cluded an origin
First soadhy:
tion. Beskdes her studie
at Orange County Sclho

she mmpolu with the hu Lit Play

[

-fmu\cl u saw Sparnicht per fol 11 her
n [He 4 2. Was.

puot.r\ |lt

ARTIST OF THE YEAR 2024 | VOCAL MUSIC

VIVEKA SARAVANAN

F PHOTOGRAPHER

aTal

Viveka Sarawanan, & senior at Orange Gounty School of the Arts is the 2024 Artist of the Year invoeal music.

By Theresa Walker

ravanan, the sec-
omi l,mr. \\.l-. the charm.
Last r, she finished
semifinalist.
Now the Orange County School
of the Arts senior ean call herself

Artlst of the Year, the standout
AMONE W
“a very

at one judge deemed
polished Lrnn[ .'

he long Hat of honoe:
vanan's résumé includes being
named a 2024 YoungArtz Na-
tienal Award winner.
Saravanan, trained in both
I opera and the
rnatic music of her
family's native south India, chose
the two pieces she sang for differ-
ent reasons: The first, “Tornami

from Handel's ap-
" to challenge herself.
lha- second piece, “There W
Be Stars™ from compoger n
Woods Duke, she selected for its
poetry by Sara Teasdale,

A soprana, 5 anan said she
hoped to display her versatility.

Asked to deseribe how she has
grown over the past year, Sa
vanan, 18, replied that she has
learmed to accept her vobce as it s

“Before, [ was trying to mold it

into what & singer should sound
like®

And where once she shy
about her culture, Saravanan said
she has been inspired by enltural
events at OCSA to want to share
it with the U\ufld

a \-' lgln: Ei
“Alr

.

a heritage”
=. is nothing to be

ashamed of.
Her self-discove

s paying off.

alens Mara, viee
president nf education at § -gol'
strom Center for the Arts and one

of the
S

1 she prese
Carnatie pl

par
everyone

major in
mssie education.

Judges who remembered
vanan from last year when
ed hath el al and

5.
While she didn't sing this time

from her Carnatic training, which
began at the age of 3,
talked about how the two differ-

ATAvATIAN

and E
said,
really

Where one might be more to

tell a story and the other more de-
\.otmm] ‘the scales are the same,

wanan podnted out.

nd someday she'd like to be
of creating an opera to show
: that intersection of
al and the Carnatic.
want to explove that,”
avanan, who is study-

ing conducting and has con-
ducted OCSAS middle school vo-
he opera weld o

hol
avanan would like to double
al performance and

VOCAL MUSIC FINALISTS
Ton andelitbon te Artist of the Y
fimalists Mroan the B vo

the judges also sebected four

alisls who showeased classical, musical

Wheater, pop, country, chythm and B

WILLIAM BOLIN, DIVISICN Lo Bolin, 18, ex-
|:-|k--.-.|.cl & persomal mission as an artist,
rigorate our culture with the
rich legacy of past artists and help peaple
of even the most mundane elrenmstances
to understand and experience the intense
emotion and humanity of classical mus:
El \Jmlhmhal one judpe called an
ceptional” baritone — and parents who are
both aecomplished in classical musie
the Orange Ln-um.) Schoal of the Ar
nior has the solid foundation to pursee his
Eoals.

Wiilliarm Bofin

CATHERTNEDOSIER, DIVISION 1 0 She's 18
and calls herself “totally

hopeless roman-
hu..m.r in mi

I'u. & njo\'-. m.l'fol’ ming s minch tha
pn.c'l-. to major

i 5
ence beeause she is faseinated by how the

brain works and how that conneets to emao-
tions: “1 would love doing work to emotbon-
ally save Hves"

Catherine Dasiar
WOELLE LIDYOFF, IMVISION1 » Lidyoff, 17, ks
a singer-songwriter, who warks in both the

ie folk and gospel genres. Her pop mu-
sic streams on platforms under the band
namse Della Luz and her worship songs have
Her songwriting

;nn-cl on "!Innr of Pawer.

.nu,l)t her to p] 1w guitar. & :
at Fullerton Union High with
wear of high sthool to finish. She want. o
attend college in Mashville. The judges s
her as @ w nrkm@ artist, with th
I.\. boe president of ed-
Em 1In ,u

BELLA WILSON, DIvistan a n Tiny frame, but
HUGE voice. Wilson's father is a singer.
Her parents didn't g gether but “He
left me with his voice. He keft me with his
dimple.” Wilson, 17, started out playing vio-
lin when she was \-uunz Too hard. H
ter played cello,
dolng well. But & ehoir lx formance she
saw at Cal §
to attend
Then musical theater grabbed her: “T don't
care if | have tosell a limb, I'm going to be
on Broadway. | need to”

Bella




