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Purpose

● The Georgia Milestones Assessment System is designed to provide information 
about how well students are mastering the state-adopted content standards in 
the core content areas of English language arts, mathematics, and science.

● Georgia Milestones is a single assessment system that consists of end-of-grade 
measures in English language arts and mathematics in grades 3-8, end-of-grade 
measures in science in grades 5 and 8, end-of-grade measure in social studies in 
grade 8, and end-of-course measures for specified high school courses.



Administration

● Taken on the computer in grades 3-5
● Taken over the course of several days, one section per day

○ Grades 3 - 5
■ 3 days for Language Arts

● Section 1: up to 90 minutes
● Sections 2 and 3: up to 80 minutes each

■ 2 days for Math
● Sections 1 and 2: up to 65 minutes each

○ Grade 5
■ 1 day for Science

● Sections 1 and 2: up to 40 minutes each
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Item Types
Selected Response
& Technology Enhanced



Selected Response 







Multi-Selected Response



Technology Enhanced - Drag and Drop
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Technology Enhanced - Drag and Drop



Technology Enhanced - Drag and Drop



Technology Enhanced - Drop-Down



Technology Enhanced - Bar Graph



Technology Enhanced - Keypad Input



Technology Enhanced - Coordinate Grid



Technology Enhanced - Number Line/Line Plot
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Language Arts
Passages











Language Arts
Written Response Items



Three Types of Written Responses
● Extended Constructed Response (4 points)

○ Narrative Writing
○ Embedded within the multiple choice during section 2.

● Constructed Response (2 points)
○ In response to a pair of informational or opinion articles.
○ Administered in section 1 separate from the bulk of the selected responses

● Extended Writing Response (7 points)
○ In response to a pair of informational or opinion articles.

■ Opinion Writing
■ Informational/Explanatory

○ Administered in section 1 separate from the bulk of the selected responses



Extended Constructed Response - Narrative Writing

● Students will be expected to write an original short story.
● Stories will be in response to an existing piece of writing. 

○ Fiction
■ Rewrite a part of the story
■ Write an additional part that can be added into the story
■ Write a continuation of the story

○ Non-Fiction
■ Write an original story (fiction) based on the topic from the 

passage



The rubric examines the writer’s ability to effectively develop real or imagined 
experiences or events  using effective techniques, descriptive details, and clear 
event sequences based on a text that has been read. 

Extended Constructed Response - Narrative Writing
Four Point Holistic Rubric



Extended Constructed Response - Narrative Writing
Four Point Holistic Rubric



Extended Constructed Response - Narrative Writing
Provided Passage

In Henry’s Lesson, Henry is a very bad dog 
who is never satisfied with anything. Henry 
learns a lesson when his greed costs him a 
tasty meal.  



Extended Constructed Response - Narrative Writing
Provided Writing Prompt







Questions?



Language Arts - Section 1

● The bulk of the writing will occur on the first day of testing. 
● Students read two informational or opinion passages and respond to 5 

questions based on what they have read.
○ 1 selected response about passage #1
○ 1 selected response about passage #2
○ 1 selected response about BOTH passages
○ 1 constructed response about BOTH passages
○ 1 extended response about BOTH passages

● All of the questions are designed to support the student in their 
thinking/planning for the extended response.



Constructed Response

● Should be short!
○ 2-5 sentences

● Should be focused!
○ Answer the question
○ Support your thinking with details from the text(s)



Constructed Response





Extended Writing-Response  
Characteristics of the Informational/Explanatory Essay
● The item is worth seven points and aligned to the Writing and 

Language domains.
● Informative/Explanatory prompts ask the student to examine a 

topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant information. When 
students develop their topic, they should use relevant, well-chosen 
facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and other 
information and examples clearly based on text as a stimulus. 

● Students are presented with two informational texts to read before 
responding to the writing prompt.

● Students are expected to respond to BOTH texts                                 



























Resources



Georgia Department of Education

● Practice Test
○ http://www.gaexperienceonline.com/

● Main Website
○ https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-

Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx

● Fun Skills Practice Websites
○ Splash Learn

■ https://www.splashlearn.com/
○ Student Portal Resources

■ Amplify
■ iReady

http://www.gaexperienceonline.com/
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx
https://www.splashlearn.com/
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