


Waunakee Elementary 
School History

Waunakee Grade School – 1878 – 1956
Waunakee Elementary School – 1956 – 1996

Heritage Elementary School – 1996 - 2024



First Elementary 
School on Main 

St – 1860s?

•The first Elementary School, a 
very small frame structure was 
located on Main St. where the 
Koltes Building was later built.

•The teacher was Miss Jones 
who later became Mrs. Jacob 
Buhlman.

•Source – Centennial History 
book - 1971



     Second Elementary School – 1878 - 1922
• A larger two story school 

was built in 1878 at the 
corner of Second and West 
St. 

• Cost - $1480

• Mrs. L. Hood was principal 
and assistant principal was 
Miss Ella Salisbury

• Average attendance – 75 in 
1885

• Sources – Wisconsin State 
Journal – 1879 and 
Centennial Book - 1971



1894



1917-18



1922 - West 
and 2nd St. 

School



Waunakee Grade School – 1922 - 1956
• 2 story brick building with 2 

classrooms on first floor, 
small gymnasium, kitchen 
and dining room in sublevel

• One classroom housed 
grades 1-4 and the other 
was the upper grades 5 – 8

• Cost - $20,000

• This building was used as an 
elementary school until 1956 
and then as classrooms for 
the high school which was 
built next door until its 
demolition in 1984.



Dorothy Dishno
 

• Taught grades 1-4 in the 2 room elementary 
from 1950- 1957 with Beverly Grove.

• Returned in 1967 to teach Grade 5

• Switched to teaching Grade 4 in 1974.

• Taught in the portables as well.

Photo:  Waunakee Tribune 5/24/1985



Beverly Grove  
1954- 1985

• Began as Miss Powers in 
1954 and taught the upper 
level of the 2 room 
elementary school (grades 
5- 8)

• Became principal and taught 
at the same time.

• As the school grew she 
became full time 
administrator

Photo: Waunakee Tribune 1/31/85



4th Elementary School – 1956 
 Present South St. location

Undated photo of the 
early construction of 
the first hallway of the 
Elementary School 
from the Waunakee 
Public Library digital 
files. 



Waunakee Elementary School Additions

• 1956 – $91,517 (original) classrooms, office and the gym

• 1961 - $111,647 –classroom hallway north of gym. 

• 1963 - $78,073 kindergarten hallway on east side of building

• 1965 - $262,763 hallway south of the gym – 1st grade hallway



• Aerial photo – 
Courtesy of Don 
Ripp

• Shows football 
field, High School 
next door and old 
brick elementary 
school called the 
Annex now.

• Probably 
between 1963 
and 1965 
according to the 
three additions to 
the School.



1960’s and1970’s



Miss Powers (Grove) teacher & principal





Grade 3

Apollo 7

October 11, 1968



Elementary Lunch Line - 1970s



Miss Allen



Mrs. Mildred Tierney

Title 1 Reading
 

 1970s



Library
Addition

1977



4 Portable 
Classrooms

1978 



1980’s







Ken Diericks

Elementary School 
Custodian

Waunakee Schools 
Director of Buildings 

and Grounds

Bus Driver



Photo credits - Waunakee Tribune







Demolition of Brick School Annex - 1984



1986
• Connecting addition 

of classrooms 
between the Middle 
School and the 
Elementary School.

• Upstairs Grade 5 & 
6 classrooms.

• Downstairs Grades 
3 & 4 classrooms.



1990’s











Halloween Parade

Thanksgiving FeastBus Drills

Cassette Players



 Daisy the Duck!!!



1990’s



2000’s









2010’s

Dan Carter - Principal













2020’s









Heritage Elementary School
2024




