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art exhibits in St Paul, Minnesota, in I 980 and in New York City in 1981,
he is now an artist living and working in Mesa, Arizona.Dear Sue,

I'm still in a state of harf-shock. pBR l 1j,^y ord 
'ead 

boat in 5JJ,was hit with two B-40 rockets 
"nd " 

.ouJof sz--- recoitess. The wholecrew was wounded, and the VN cop was killed, - . .-i;;ii;;",'i:,1 ;urtnumb inside r 53 'was 
the boat I *; o;;h;n we took that rifle grenade.I was really after I heard about it. Last night_Tet, theVietnamese New Year*I had my chan.g but because of the cease-fireI couldn't d-o i tlring. The vc rr"a ""-" i"to this v'rage near the riverand strung VC flags everywhere. ffr.* L"rt,"e been 50 of them. Oneflag was about 30 feet from trr" p.tr-.i.. oiit 

" 
outport there. I saw aboutl0 to 15 of the

or o;.;o;;;: Jo,o*ing, nf :ffi? i?! jTil l,_j:J :i lHjj:i T,*:lcorner in the states. They were rn"civilran clothes. I calred in a helo fireteam to look over the area-and try to draw fi*, .nd with them cou"iing,I moved in close to see. Thafs whenl'rr*'ir,.-:ar" 
"l'nrrr, *rir,r.the pictures in Life and,Look_btr"t-prirr*r, bandoliers strung acrosstheirchests,Iand grenades 

"".th.i;I;l.l, "rrrr,r, carbines or M_ls. Andthey just looked at us. The.helor r*ept iorn ,nd , couple more duckedinto a hut. I had them dead to tishtr, b";l';;rH;'i i;;'thrr*. rv", 
"",ilthey fired the first shot_and tf,""y ila";t'*

God, I wanted to shoot theml We Jayed in the area all night, buithey didn't do anything.
Early this mornin€, however, the VC attacked Da Nang and thatbroke the cease-fire. This morning ii; h;;;r"m Vinh Long went outand greased 95 of the moving down a canal in ,r.prnr.hhrt t"lly,along with the 78 (body count-2?-raiiu*rr graves were found) theNavy helos (Seawolves) caught i" ,r"lp.rlast week and kilred, washesaway a little of the taste foi revenge.
I guess it isn't nice to say, but if"r had any compunctions about ki'ingthem before, I don'r no''". Giu. ;. r;;;d;;nce like last night and l,lldrill a round into one of those t"iilffi;."
Geez, I hate Vietnam.

Love,
Dick

I:t: / G Rbhard Strandlr:* fr,r:y-,.nneapoln, Minnesota, served withRircr patrol sections BiTnd t22 i;;;-fr;; re67 to May rg68. Thisletter was written to hts wife. fn, 
"rrri"r'rilfne Wetnam Experience,,


