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Dear Mom and Dad,

How is everyone? I hope fine' When you receive

' --s letter, N{ay will be just about over' I will be down

: six months and a couple of days left in December

. :rich amounts to nothing. I'm going to have a big cel-

-:ration when I leave Vietnam. And when I get back

- the World, I won't forget to keep the seventh day

.'-.en to ihe Lord.
I guess the time is passing by fairly fast for you,

:ecause you're pretty busy. "But not for me'" Received

, 1lrour letters, Ma, and I'm always glad to hear from a'

.quared-away mother, as the Army would say it about

. ,\umber 1 soldier. It ail just comes to the heading-
'. ou're the best in mY books, Ma.

Also heard from Aunt Flo. I know you will thank

-'.er for me, about writing to me, it was nice of her' So far

-. ou're doing good, Ma, about wriiing' Keep up the

:ood work. Now I want to let you know you r'vil1

iln,ays be Number 1 mother in rny books'

Heard you got Nancy a portable hair dryer' i think

it was nice of you to always look out for ihe other per-

son. But, remember, stay like you are, and don't 1et

them take advantage of a ra,'ell-natured mother' Also'

keep up the good work, and keep the letters flowing in'

Say hi to everYone.

Love,
Rick

P.S. Watch my return address. I'm all over-
everywhere.
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Sp/4 Richard A" Cnrlson, rt rnerlic nttnchetl to Cornpany D
2rrd BaftaLion, Bth Caantr11,1st Cni,nlry Diaisiort (Airnnbile 

,,

opernting in I Corps, had been itt Vietnnm fotLr months zuhei,
he wns killed ruhile rninisteritry to thc ruounded dttring nt:
smbush on 24 May 1g\g. ,,Doc,I'tn 

tt mess,,' lrc snid to n {t4_'lozu 
medic. "Oh, Gad,I don,t utnnt to die. Mother,I don,t ruatr

to die. Oh, God, dan't let me rJie.', These zuere lis lnst ruortls.
He ruas 2A vecrs old.

QUESTIOht5 TO COFSSTDER

l. Why do you thinl< Lt" Sullivan feels guilty for earning a
Silver Starl

2. Wh,y does Captain Chastant enjoy,,trivial,, news from honle?

3. What emotions do some or all of these soldiers have
in comnron?
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