. Vietnam was a part of the French Colony of Indochina. A nationalist revolution led by the Vietnamese Communist Party drove out the

French in 1954. The United States intervened in Vietnam to maintain governments in southeastern Asia that would be sympathetic to the
West. By 1969, more than 543,000 American soldiers were fighting in Vietnam. They used state-of-the-art helicopters, pilotless aircraft, chemical

defoliants, and other advanced technologies. Despite the superior military technology, the war was long and difficult. American soldiers faced a
strongly motivated enemy.

This was the first war in American history to be televised daily. The American home front was already in the throes of social upheaval as the Civil

Rights Movement was gaining momentum. Votal antiwar groups formed, dividing opinion on the war effort. Mail played a vital role in communicating
the struggles both on the battlefield and the home front.
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Prrivate First ’Class“]éhn R. Price frbm

Norfolk, Virginia, arrived in Vietnam in

December 1965, He served with Company :

A, 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry, 101st
Airborne Division, based at An Hoa.
Pvt. Price was mbﬁtaliy wounded while
leading 2 medic to wounded members
of his platoon. He saved the lives of five
injured men and for this act of courage
was posthumously awarded the Bronze
Star Medai for Heroism. He died on
February 9, 1966, before this letter to

his mother was mailed. The letter was

found in his helmet. He was 21 years old.

LETTER 1: TRANSCRIPT

Tuy Hoo
7 Feb 66
Bear Mam,

I ke yow mast be warvied from not earing from oie, bat at least i was anavaidable this time. We moved
oul about a week aga from iy base camp of Tuy Hoa and replaced ¢ wiit of ROK [Bepublic of Koerea] wmuarines.
Davas vight in the wmiddle of a letter when aee gol the word to move, and had to pack i away. These ROKS we
replaved were dug in defensively in the middie of e vice paddy. They had been kit by two Battalions of VO
[Viet Cong, the enewyf a few wighis before, suffeving 48 caswaltios want killing over 100 VO They hadn't been

sending owt puairols or recon, so when they dropped us oal heve we had no idea what the situalion was,

Sinee we've beou heve we've suffered protty heaey easualtios. Yesterday the cowd stood al 2 dead and 15
wownded. Put last wight B aud C Company got into itwiith o battalion of VO, and at last counl there weye 6
dead and vy wownded. By the thme gou gel this T bwagine you will have heavd abou! the Hilfst] on [the]

nevis. Wetve lilled a lot of VO aud captured o lol of weapous, and thals wehitt counts,

[ gol into it prefty heavy o few days ago, and i was a wivacle thal i alive. T ean giee you the date and
fie aind see if there was any fndication of exticme danger af thad e on oy charl, I happened on the 3ih
of Febiuary., Theve was about 12 of us with the Licutenanl out owa voutine patiol qad o half wole from the
Wil the rest of the company was on. We were searcliing towgh an abupdoned village looking mainly for
chickens and eags and mals (o steep on, We cere cyossing « dile between Gieo houses whei woe weere opened
wpon by about HEVC with antomatio weapons, [ was carvging the vadio, whiclomade pie a priyee laigel.

Thett's not vy wsieal job, On this purticdar day Tended up with 11

Wo started veturning five, and my weapon Jowinied on e on theee different occasions. This whole fight

was beisg observed by owr e on the il We veceived nstrictions to tey amd puniewres and peshe the VO
which we were abile to do fairly suceessful, coud were old that belp was on e way, The giys on e lall sedd
they could obseree abowt o platoon of VO maoving aieny from us. Argpeay, ey entered a lree line as e weve
coming ol of a anotler tree lne with about a 300-gard open vice paddy betiveen us, Weavere abaul halfivoy
aeioss whew they opened wp from e tree Hine aguin, We were laging in aboul siv inches of water and a fool

of mad. We held baek for ai aiv strike aud artillery, These helped some, bul they didict follow throuyl.



LETTER ]: TRANSCRIPT [continued]

We rere told to begin pushing again, Whew we WHAT D 0 YO U TH l NK?

staod up, ey wounded b men, and whes the
et vo aver bo ane of Hiew, they Rilted Time ] :
s, D RS % Wery il After reading the letter, what assumptions

This pul us without a leader becanse e platoon can you make about the living conditions of

sergeand s woy araind o the Wft trging fo flank Pyt. Price and his fellow soldiers!
them, Abogd s Howe the compeiy 0as conting ip
. L How important were letters to Pvt. Pricel
hedvind wes aned they didi’t Fnowe where we were

HMow can you tell?

eacetly, The five from the VO was golig over ws

Price talks about being a target by
carrying the radio. Do vou think that would
be a problem for soldiers today! Why!?

andd into thein ol the congpaey was firiag baek ol

w8, So e were veceiving wiarderons five from both
stdefs]. They sweere so close that whese one of ws
would try cnd stawd wp i el onr guys they How do you think Pvt. Price’s mother

received this letter, if he was killed before

were [Trivg af s e cautd hear ticne gelling,
“Lhere's ane! Get kim! Get fih?” We ended apowith sending it
one seriousty wonnded by aur awen fire, and e

ather one nof sureowha got Juni Hweas almat 2:30

pon wehen they fivst fived on s aad aboul 4230

poveachesowe flaally met wp with the compeoy

tned pushed the VO to ihe piver. When guu check

oy chart, be siaee to allow for the e differcnee,

You probably coni’t Wl oo woieh frone whid P

weriting, but oo wicinly Didevested Lo getting this

fetter off to vase o worry. As gou ean see L

it this on the back of owe of Shaaea’s etters. 1

cerrry el gour tetiers DL e lop of ey et and T

wers abie fo sevege g i cnvefope. P close Hhis

wecortt coneed f137 el go sk on Hhe vesapply chaopper
Brow't wwariy, aud Plgeriie frost chanee FIEget

Leove, dohiiy




