
Senior Family
Night

April 23, 2024

7:00 - 9:00 P.M.



Tonight's Agenda

• Graduation Announcement and Updates

• Senior To-Do List
oUpdate Naviance

oCommit to a school / plan

oAccommodation Plans & Student Support

oFAFSA

• Demystifying Financial Aid Offers – Presented by Palmer 
Muntz, University of Alaska, Fairbanks
oUnderstanding Your Financial Aid Awards Letters

oFinancial Aid Cost Comparison Breakdown



Graduation Announcements 
• Scholarship & Future Plans – due by May 1st

• Graduation Announcements – Available now main office

• Caps & Gowns/tickets – Distribution May 24th

• Senior Awards Reception – Thursday May 30th @ 7:00pm
• Honor Cords

• Stolls

• Department Awards

• Club Recognition

• Baccalaureate Mass – Friday May 31st @ 11:00am – no tickets @ 
Kennedy Catholic

• Graduation – Friday May 31st @ 6:00pm – tickets required @ ShoWare

• Senior Grad Night – Friday May 31st @ end of Graduation/forms main 
office



Senior To-Do List
• Update Naviance

oUpdate College Decisions

▪ Login > Colleges > Colleges I'm Applying to > Application

oReport Scholarships

▪ Login > Favorite Scholarships > Add Scholarships

oFinal College Decision – College that I'm Attending

▪ Login > Colleges > Colleges I'm Applying to > College that 
I'm Attending (bottom)

oComplete Graduation Survey

▪ Login > About Me > Surveys from Your School



• Commit to a school / plan

oKnow your deadlines!

oContact schools directly if unsure

oDue to FAFSA delays many schools have extended 
their commitment deadline - Enrollment Deadline 
Directory 2024

• Waitlisted? Accept/decline offer and make alternate plans

• Officially ACCEPT / DECLINE offer(s)of admission

oHousing deposit

oSign up for orientation

oCheck email for information on placement exams



• Send official transcripts and test scores to your new school

oSend official transcripts and test scores to your new 
school

▪University of Washington

▪Seattle University

▪SAT or AP Exam Scores

• Accommodation Plans & Student Support

oCopy of your current accommodation plan and most 
recent evaluation plan

oConnect with the disability office at your new school



Financial Aid – FAFSA / WAFSA

• Financial Aid Toolkit webpage with multiple resources

• FAFSA Fast News – regular FAFSA updates

• FAFSA Changes Overview document

• The Federal Student Aid Estimator for the 2024─2025 FAFSA can be 
used before filling out the official application. It will estimate the SAI.

• Print the 2024-2025 FAFSA in English or in Spanish

• Two-Page Parent Wizard guidance sheet

• Students with Unusual Circumstances fact sheet



5-Minute Break

Up Next...

Demystifying Financial Aid Offers

Presented by Palmer Muntz

Senior Regional Admissions Counselor at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks



Demystifying 

Financial Aid Offers: 

Assisting Students in 

Understanding the Offer

Palmer Muntz, University of Alaska Fairbanks

Erin Jensen, Golden Ratio Northwest, LLC





Ultimate goal:

Help you compare net costs

apples-to-apples to determine affordability and make an 

informed college decision



Foundational Terms & Definitions

Costs a student may encounter

● Cost of Attendance (COA)

○ Direct, Indirect

● Non-resident Tuition

● Resident Tuition

● Western Undergraduate Exchange 

(WUE) Tuition

● Plateau tuition vs. per-credit tuition

● Personal & Miscellaneous



Foundational Terms & Definitions

What can help with costs

● Federal Pell Grant (max for 2024-2025: 

$7,395)

● State Grant

● Stafford Loan

○ Subsidized, Unsubsidized

● PLUS Loan

● Scholarship/Award

○ One-time vs. Renewable

● Discount/Remission

● Federal (or State) Work Study

● Student Employment

● Payment Plans

● 529 Plan

Costs a student may encounter

● Cost of Attendance (COA)

○ Direct, Indirect

● Non-resident Tuition

● Resident Tuition

● Western Undergraduate Exchange 

(WUE)

● Plateau tuition vs. per-credit tuition

● Personal & Miscellaneous



Foundational Terms & Definitions

Other terms

● Student Aid Index (SAI) - replacing the Estimated Family 

Contribution (EFC)

● Verification

● Accept/Decline

● Offer vs. Award

● “Gift Aid” vs. “Self Help”/ “Earned Aid”

● Special Circumstances



Example Offer Letters









Example Conversation



Tuition & Fees with WUE $15,570

Housing & Meal Plan (estimate) $11,290

DIRECT COSTS $26,860

Nanook Pledge Academic Scholarship $8,000

Nanook Commitment Scholarship $2,000

T5S Scholarship $1,500

TOTAL GIFT AID $11,500

DIRECT COSTS MINUS GIFT AID $15,360

Federal Direct Subsidized Stafford Loan (max) $3,500

Federal Direct  Unsubsidized Stafford Loan (max) $2,000

TOTAL LOAN AID $5,500

DIRECT COSTS MINUS GIFT AID + LOANS $9,860

Student Employment ??

Books & Supplies (est.) $2,000

Personal & Misc. (est.) $2,500

Transportation (est.) $2,000

INDIRECT COSTS $6,500

Example Offer

STRATEGIES FOR DEALING WITH THE GAP  

Family & Student Resources

Secure In-State Tuition

Employment On- or Off-Campus, Summers

Summer Classes

Lighter Credit Load

Online Classes

Double Room vs. Single Room

Economize on Book Purchases



Tuition & Fees with WUE $15,570

Housing & Meal Plan (estimate) $11,290

DIRECT COSTS $26,860

Nanook Pledge Academic Scholarship $8,000

Nanook Commitment Scholarship $2,000

T5S Scholarship $1,500

TOTAL GIFT AID $11,500

DIRECT COSTS MINUS GIFT AID $15,360

Federal Direct Subsidized Stafford Loan (max) $3,500

Federal Direct  Unsubsidized Stafford Loan (max) $2,000

TOTAL LOAN AID $5,500

DIRECT COSTS MINUS GIFT AID + LOANS $9,860

Student Employment ??

Books & Supplies (est.) $2,000

Personal & Misc. (est.) $2,500

Transportation (est.) $2,000

INDIRECT COSTS $6,500

Example Offer

SOME ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Likelihood of cost increases?

Likelihood of persistence?

Stability of your finances?

Stability of the college?



Offer Letter Worksheet

DIGITAL 
WORKSHEET

tinyurl.com/yc2af7b9



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, and includes 
icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik 

Thanks!

Questions?

Palmer Muntz: pmuntz@alaska.edu

Erin Jensen: erin@goldenrationw.com

Heads up!
Due to the FAFSA changes, aid offer 

letters will be sent late this year, 
closer to April or May



Questions?

Thank you all!


