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You may need to complete  
the FAFSA opt-out process.

No

Yes

Do you have  
(or plan to have)  
a high school diploma 
or the equivalent?

Did you complete 
a state-approved 
homeschool degree?

Are you enrolled in 
(or plan to attend) 
an eligible degree 
program*?

Are you enrolled in 
(or plan to attend) 
an eligible certificate 
program*?

Do you have a 
valid social security 
number?

Are you from the 
Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, 
Federated States of 
Micronesia, or the 
Republic of Palau?

File for FAFSA.

US Citizen Born in the 
United States, territories 
of the United States, 
abroad to parents who 
are US citizens, or 
obtained citizenship 
through naturalization.

US National Born  
in American Samoa or 
Swains Island.

A Form I-551, 
I-151, or I-551C

A Form I-551, 
I-151, or I-551C

A Form I-94

A T-visa form 
or parent with 
a T-1 visa.

* Thousands of eligible degree and certificate programs are offered in the United States. To determine if your school or program is 
eligible, search the federal school code on the Federal Student Aid website at https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-app/FSCsearch.
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Yes

Yes

Are you a  
US citizen or 
US National?

No

No

No
Do you have a 
green card?

Do you have an 
arrival-departure 
record?

Do you have a 
battered immigrant 
status?

Do you have  
a T-visa?

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes
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For more information on completing the opt-out process, go to

High school students and their parents must decide whether to complete the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) or opt out by submitting a nonparticipation waiver. Answer the questions in this decision 

flow chart to determine which option is better for your family. 

Should I File for FAFSA?

Start

aces.edu/FAFSA


