
 

GROTON BOARD OF EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 15, 2024 @ 6:00 P.M. 

CENTRAL OFFICE, ROOM 11 / HYBRID 
 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Beverly Washington-Vice Chairperson, Andrea Ackerman, Dean Antipas, 

Adrian Johnson, Matthew Shulman, Ian Thomas, Jennifer White 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Robert Meade, Jay Weitlauf-Chairperson 

  

ALSO PRESENT: Susan Austin, Phil Piazza, Denise Doolittle, Lisa Hernandez Corcoran, 

Lauren Casini 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER – Vice Chairperson Beverly Washington called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.   

 

 

2. REVIEW MARCH 18, 2024 MEETING MINUTES  

 

MOTION: Ackerman, Shulman; to approve the March 18, 2024 meeting minutes. 

 MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 

3. DISCUSSION RE: STATE TESTING & THE STATE REPORT CARD (Attachment #1) 

 

Denise Doolittle and Lauren Casini gave an overview of the State Testing and the State report. 

 

 

4. DISCUSSION RE: K-5 LITERACY UPDATE 

 

Dr. Piazza introduced Lisa Hernandez Corcoran, K-5 Director of Literacy and Humanities.  Dr. Piazza 

shared the HILL for Literacy website.  Dr. Piazza stated that Mrs. Hernandez Corcoran had applied for 

and got accepted for the grant to work with the HILL for Literacy at no cost.  Dr. Piazza explained that 

the Curriculum Committee was composed of K-5 teachers, Interventionists, and Administrators.  This 

group divided into a group of 3 lenses to review the Wit and Wisdom Program.  The groups were: 

 

• Examining the resources for Phonological Awareness, Phonics, Cultural Responses, and 

Sustained Education. 

• Fluency, Vocabulary Motivation and Engagement, and Speaking. 

• Instructional Design, Comprehension, and Assessment and Writing. 

 

Dr. Piazza noted that today they met with representatives from the HILL.  Review of EL Education will 

occur over the next week. 
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5. REVIEW REFERRAL TRACKING SHEET 

 

Ian Thomas made the following referral: 

• Discussion re: developing a policy to record and publish all BOE committee meetings - (COW) 

 

Adrian Johnson made the following referrals: 

• Discussion re: the Board’s interest in drafting a policy regarding family notification of 

standardized tests - (COW) 

• Full review of the state testing data and state report card - (COW) 

• Discussion re: the foreign language survey from two years ago and what we currently offer (what 

languages are students taking and what languages would students like to take) - (COW) 

• Review of the Tier 2 & Tier 3 interventions for ELA in the K-5 curriculum - (COW) 

 

Matthew Shulman made the following referrals: 

• Discussion re: the number of homeless students - (COW) 

• Update re: the health insurance premium payments - (COW or via email to the Board) 

• Discussion re: a Board Retreat to discuss the budget planning process for next year - (COW) 

• Discussion re: the implementation of the district’s DEI plan - (COW) 

 

 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION: Ackerman, Thomas; to adjourn at 9:00 p.m. 

 MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 



Connecticut State Department of Education

State Testing
 Spring 2024

Smarter Balanced 
Assessments (SBAC)

Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS)

Connecticut Alternate 
Assessment System (CAELP)

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)

Attachment #1



2024 Testing Calendar 
State Assessment Grade(s) Testing Window Delivery Method

CAAELP K - 12 February 1 - March 29, 2024 Online

Smarter Balanced

ELA & Math
3 – 8 March 25 - May 31, 2024 Online

Connecticut Alternate 

Assessment (CTAA)
3 – 8 and 11 March 25 - May 31, 2024 Online

NGSS Assessments
11 February 5  - May 31, 2024 Online

5 and 8 March 25 - May 31, 2024 Online

Connecticut Alternate 
Science Assessment 

(CTAS)
5, 8, and 11

Test should be administered throughout 

the school year. Student ratings entered 

in the DEI: March 25 - May 31, 2024

Online Upload

March 25 - May 31, 

2024

Connecticut SAT 

School Day
11

March 4 - April 19, 2024 (Within the test 

window, schools can choose primary and 

make-up test dates.)

Online



Participation - Connecticut 
General Statutes 10-14n

(b) (1) For the school year commencing July 1, 2015, and each school 
year thereafter, each student enrolled in grades three to eight, 
inclusive, and grade eleven in any public school shall, annually, take a 
mastery examination in reading, writing and mathematics during the 
regular school day.

(3) For the school year commencing July 1, 2018, and each school year 
thereafter, each student enrolled in grades five, eight, and eleven in 
any public school shall annually take a state-wide mastery examination 
in science during the regular school day.



Testing Time Reminder
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https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2021/accessibility-chart.pdf


Grade 5 English Language Arts
Sample Problem



Grade 5 Math
Sample Problem



Grade 5 NGSS
Sample Problem



Connecticut Report Card



Student Data Collection



Educator Data Collection



Instruction/Resources Data Collection



Instruction/Resources Data Collection



 Performance Data Collection



 Performance Data Collection



● CSDE Public Report Card

Connecticut State Report Card

1. Go to https://public-edsight.ct.gov/
2. On the right, locate Connecticut Report Card
3. Click on “View Report Card” link
4. Choose the school district you would like to view from the drop 

down menu
5. Click “Submit”

https://edsight.ct.gov/SASStoredProcess/guest?_program=%2FCTDOE%2FEdSight%2FRelease%2FReporting%2FPublic%2FReports%2FStoredProcesses%2FReportCardLandingPage
https://public-edsight.ct.gov/
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