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Imagine what’s possible!
How are we unique?
Through the Richland One BLAST (Building
Lasting Aerospace and STEM Trajectories)
Magnet School at Columbia High, scholars
are engaged in hands-on learning that is
relevant in present and emerging Aerospace
and Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) economies. We host
four academies, aimed at cultivating STEM
readiness and excellence in Aerospace: The
Academy of Aerospace, The Academy of
Biomedical Sciences, The Academy of Cyber
Security, and The Academy of Engineering.
Our program is open to any student enrolled
within the Richland School District One
jurisdiction. We even provide transportation,
across district, at no cost to the family. 

BLAST’s innovative approach creates an optimal
student experience by combining excitement, savvy
curriculum and latest technology. Each academy is
aligned with exceptional industry partners which
prepare students for immediate success.

F U T U R E - F O R W A R D

Y O U R  C H I L D  I S  O U R  G R E A T E S T  P R I O R I T Y

 Students come first.



 Students in the Academy of Aerospace, for example, may gain
an FAA 107 Drone Professional Pilot’s license before they graduate
high school and interview with Lockheed Martin. Not only is there

a market gap in professional drone operators, but that one
career presently pays up to $125 an hour. In collaborating with

industry, we create a direct educational pipeline to premier
companies around the state and nation. 

Students are honed into leaders of
tomorrow through project-based learning
and integrated alliances in academia and

the engineering economy. 

Following industry trends, learners
experience tech-savvy and relevant

education which prepares them to meet
the demands of present and future global

markets.
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Academy
Engineering

Academy of Cyber
Security



803.731.8950

B U I L D I N G  L A S T I N G  A E R O S P A C E  &  S T E M  T R A J E C T O R I E S
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BLAST |  Aerospace & STEM Academies

Enrollment begins 12/07/2023.

C O N T A C T  U S .

We fully recognize that simply adding
curriculum does not constitute a best-practice
magnet program. Thus, our Advisory Council
plays a key role in shaping the program, too.
This elite panel spans the State Department of
Education, Commissioners of Airports, President
of the Celebrate Freedom Foundation, Prisma,
leaders in advanced air mobility options, and a
number of other key individuals who grant our
scholars unprecedented access and
unmatched resources. Additional program
benefits include NASA Challenger initiatives,
Civil Air Patrol, Biomedical Simulations, Virtual
Reality, STEM University, leaders in robotics, US
military Cyber Security networks, the University
of SC School of Engineering, ethical exploration
of Artificial Intelligence in STEM and Aerospace,
newly configured classroom spaces with a
collegiate feel, and the recent launch of the
BLAST Magnet Columbia Airport Campus. 

C O M P E T I T I V E  P A R T N E R S  I N  I N D U S T R Y  &
A C A D E M I A

Where Education
Meets Industry

Principal: Dr. Shawn Washington, PhD  shawn.washington@richlandone.org
District Aerospace & STEM Consultant: 

Joy Obidike, PhD Biomedical Sciences joy.obidike@richlandone.org



In the spirit of total student development, 
the BLAST Magnet Academies are also deliberate 

in providing mentorship opportunities and 
leadership development for 

each student enrolled. 

Led by highly-qualified staff, scholars in
ABS benefit from latest technology &

career-readiness via partnerships like
Prisma. Upon commencement, scholars

earn the elite “White Coat”.

This academy uses a highly accredited
national curriculum with an emphasis in

Aerospace Engineering. Scholars conduct
hands-on learning at our new Columbia

Airport campus.
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Innovate & Inspire.

Academy of
Biomedical Sciences

Academy of
Aerospace


