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College Statistics for the Class of 2022

ARDSLEY HIGH 
SCHOOL 
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183 students applied to 
373 institutions & are 
attending 94 different 
campuses

2639 applications 
processed by Guidance 
Office

Applied to an average of 
14 colleges



3

TOP 10 SCHOOLS FOR THE 
CLASS OF 2022



ED/EA

Early Decision:
▫ Earlie r dead line  

som etim es as early as 
10/15, gene ra lly 11/1 
or 11/15

▫ Bind ing m eans an  
e th ica l com m itm ent to  
withdraw a ll othe r 
app lica tions

▫ Often  h ighe r 
accep tance  ra te  for 
qualified app lican ts

Early Action :
▫ Earlie r dead line  just as 

with  Early Decision
▫ Non-Bind ing
▫ Seen  as instan t 

gra tifica tion
▫ Often  leads to  de fe rra l
▫ Can  increase  studen t 

anxie ty
▫ No guaran tee  of ea rly 

accep tance
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“
“Colleges are much less concerned 
with  what studen ts do than  why they 
do it. We’re  not wowed by the  even t 
bu t what it m ean t to  you , what you  
learned  about yourse lf.”  

Jim Bock, Swarthmore Dean of Admissions

5



THE COLLEGE 
SEARCH

COLLEGE FIT

6

PROGRAMS 
OF STUDY

SETTING

STUDENT 
BODY

SIZE

LOCATION

PRIVATE V. 
PUBLIC



● Be realistic when reviewing transcript
● What do your classes say about your areas of 

interest?
● What story does your transcript tell?
● Look at the kinds of courses, the level and the 

grades received
● Improvement, consistency, rigor, balance
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Academic Reflection



Campus Visits 

When
• Throughout the year
• Campus visit program 

days--maybe in Fall 
2023
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How
• Call to verify access to campus 

tours 
• If you cannot make it to campus 

utilize virtual tours or open 
houses

• In person or virtual COLLEGE 
FAIRS

• DEMONSTRATE INTEREST!



■ Admissions Information
■ Keeping Track of Applications
■ Teacher Recommendations
■ Notification of Materials Sent
■ College Rep Visits
■ Update Decisions
■ Parent Access through student’s 

account
■ College Search

Single-Sign On through 
Panthers Link
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Naviance



10 scattergram
overlaps

Naviance Tools
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Using the Naviance 
Scattergram Feature
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Using the Naviance 
Overlaps Feature



DEVELOP PASSIONS AND 
INTERESTS
(NOT JUST FOR COLLEGE!!!!)

Extracurricular activities
▫ Demonstrated 

commitment
▫ Examples of 

leadership
▫ Innovation during 

COVID
Depth, not breadth of 
activities
Athletics/special talent   
pursuits
Summer opportunities
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Athletics/Special Talents
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• Discuss plans
• Complete NCAA Eligibility 

Center requirements (Division 
I and Division II athletes only)

• Research Audition 
Requirements

• Prepare portfolios



Testing Information
• Students may take the ACT and SAT more than 

once 
• Colleges will take the best scores the student 

submits
• It is the student’s responsibility to request official 

test scores from ACT/SAT
• Growing trend of test optional schools (fairtest.org)
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Wise Words from Hofstra University

- “My test scores are above 
average, but I didn’t do as well on 
SAT/ACT as I personally would 
have liked” They say: Submit

- “Testing has been  a  weakness for 
m e . My grades a re  com pe titive , 
bu t m y SAT/ACT scores a ren’t as 
strong as I would  have  liked  them  
to  be .” They say: Don’t Submit

- “My best te st scores a re  
sign ifican tly be low the  
Unive rsitie s published  ave rage  
and  m id-range .” They say: Don’t 
Submit
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TO TEST or NOT TO 
TEST...That is the question...

Hofstra  University shares 
the ir advice  on  whe ther to  

subm it scores:



Upcoming 
Test 
Schedule
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SAT ACT
• March 11th
• May 6th 
• June 3th
• August 26th

• February 11th 
• April 15nd
• June 10th 
• July 15th* not in NY

Sign up at: 
www.collegeboard.org 
www.act.org 



Counseling 
Department 
Services
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● Individual Student Meetings
● Parent Meetings
● Applying to College for Students with 

Learning Differences Seminar
● Junior Seminars: ex. Common App 

Bootcamp
● Suggesting Colleges that fit your 

criteria
● Creating the Senior Course Schedule
● Identifying Websites for Scholarships
● Setting up and helping with Naviance
● Organizing Google Classroom



THE STUDENT SPRING TO DO LIST:
✓ Realistic assessment of academic records and personal interests 

and learning style

✓ Individual and Family meeting with guidance counselor upon 
completion of brag sheets

✓ Research colleges using available resources

✓ Visit college campuses or do virtual tours/information sessions

✓ Register for the ACT and/or SAT

✓ Plan summer activities or attend Pre -College Sessions
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THE PARENT SPRING TO DO LIST:
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✓ Think about your child’s readiness factor
✓ Utilize Net Price Calculator on College Sites
✓ Be cognizant that 2021 tax forms are used in the financial aid 

process --file early because FAFSA opens 10/1
✓ Fill out Parent Brag Sheet before Junior Family Meeting with 

Counselor
✓ Do not take control of the process

✓ Make sure your child applies to a range of schools

✓ Reassure your child that you will be proud, regardless of the 
outcome



Student and Parent Brag Sheets
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What Factors Do College Admission Officers Review?

✓ Grades
✓ Extracurricular 

Activities/Community 
Service

✓ Essay
✓ Teacher and Counselor 

Recommendations
✓ Standardized Test Scores
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✓ Personal Accomplishments
✓ Diversity
✓ Demonstrated Interest
✓ Personality
✓ Work Experience
✓ Special Talents
✓ Intended Major
✓ Interview (optional)



Questions?
As it comes time to apply for college, you will be narrowing your college search to likely, reach and target schools. You sho uld

make time to visit campuses or schedule interviews to get to know the schools better. Ardsley will have visits from college 
representatives throughout the fall who students can sit with and ask questions.
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