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April 20, 2024 

State History Day 

 

April 22, 2024 

Murray PACT Meeting 

5:00pm – 6:30pm 

 

April 23-25, 2024 

MCA’s (Math) 

 

May 6, 2024 

Murray PACT Meeting 

5:00pm – 6:30pm 

 

May 21, 2024 

Murray PTO Meeting 

6:00pm – 7:15pm 

 

May 23, 2024 

Spring Band/Orchestra Concert 

6:30pm 

 

May 27, 2024 

No School – Memorial Day 
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Behold, my friends, the spring is come; the earth has gladly received the embraces of the 
sun, and we shall soon see the results of their love!  Sitting Bull 

 
I used the above quote in a message to our staff this week because it got me thinking 
about the work we all do and how it represents our students.  In my mind, the work we all 
do is the sun and our students are the green trees, colorful flowers and the smell of 
freshly cut grass!  We are now well into quarter 4 and the final stretch of the school year.  
The weeks will go by fast and furious.  Our hope is that the sunshine we all provide our 
young Pilots will lead to our students finishing the year successful and excited for the 
next step in their educational journey. 

 
The final quarter of the year is filled with events such as our last dance of the year, our 
final Core Value assembly, field trips, award recognition events, our final band/orchestra 
concert and Valley Fair for our 8th graders!  We want to remain strong and consistent 
with our work to help our students finish at their very best.  This is done through a strong 
family-educator partnership.  Please maintain communication with your child’s teachers 
and reach out if you have questions, need support or would like to celebrate something! 

 
One final note is that our school budgets for year 24/25 are being finalized.  There will be 
a budget informational session scheduled for our community in early May.  At that time, 
everything will be fairly solid on where we sit for our next school year.  Stay tuned for 
more information regarding the date and time of this event. 

 
Celebrations: 
#Pilotprops of the week!  Ms. Miller would like to celebrate Nevaeh Roberts.  She meets 
and exceeds all goals she sets for herself.  She has also been a great leader and helper 
in our community with new students.  We are so proud of her.  Keep up the great work! 
#Pilotprops of the week!  Ms. Ulven would like to celebrate Donald Hoang.  Donald is a 
leader in our classroom and in the community.  He sets a great example by working hard 
and encouraging others.  We are so lucky he joined our community this year! 
#Pilotprops of the week!  Mr. Willis would like to celebrate Miles Gulbranson.  Miles 
does a great job of helping out in class. He is always volunteering to help pass out 
papers or collect things. He is very attentive and asks great questions. Thanks for 
helping make our class a community! 
#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Stedje would like to celebrate Myles McCormick. Myles is 
a creative writer and an all-around wonderful person! 

Your Co-Pilot, 

 
Jamin McKenzie 

Principal, Murray Middle School 
 

Valleyfair – Eighth Grade Celebration! 
 

Monday, June 10th / 9:00am – 6:00pm / $37.00 
 

Valleyfair Trip - Class Registration v3.0 - Saint Paul Public Schools (rschooltoday.com) 
 

Money and Permission Forms Due May 28, 2024 
Students need to be picked up at Murray at 6:00pm 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getclass/category_id/528/program_id/70


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Grade 
 

Math with Mr. Lee: 
As we enter 4th quarter, I wanted to 
update you on our current classroom 
activities. Our 6th graders have been 
diligently working on mastering the 
concepts of percent and probability 
in mathematics. It's been wonderful 
to see their growth and engagement 
throughout this unit! 
 
With the Minnesota Comprehensive 
Assessments fast approaching on 
April 23rd, it's important for our 
students to understand the 
importance of getting plenty of rest 
and starting each day with a 
nutritious breakfast. A good night's 
sleep and a healthy meal can make 
a significant difference in your child's 
focus, energy levels, and overall 
performance during the MCA. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support 
and partnership in your child's 
education.  
 
Here's to a strong start to the 4th 
quarter and a strong performance on 
the MCA! 
 

Seventh Grade 
 

Science with Ms. Dooley and Mr. 
Altringer: 
Life Science students are learning 
about the cycling of matter and 
energy through ecosystems.  We 
began by tasting maple water (as it 
comes from the tree – not very 
sweet), and then used our chemical 
reactions and molecules 
understanding from earlier this year 
to ask questions and design 
investigations around where plants 
get their food (inputs) and how it is 
processed before being used by 
other organisms (outputs). 
 

Eighth Grade 
 

Global Studies with Ms. Croone and 
Mr. Kareem: 

State History Day is happening this 
Saturday, April 20 at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center.  Murray has 35+ 
groups that will be participating!  
Good luck to all- 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Africa is our next stop on the tour of 
regions!  We are just starting this 
adventure but plan to look at a 
variety of countries in depth as we 
travel this amazing land. 
 

E2 Plant Sale Fundraiser 
 

Purpose: 
This fundraiser will support the E2 
(Environmental Inquiry Immersion) 
Science Elective class at Murray 
Middle School and students that take 
this course.  This year’s students will 
be caring for your seedlings raising 
them up from seeds.  By participating 
in this course, the students learn 
gardening skills while learning about 
the chemistry that is happening to 
help the plants grow.  The proceeds 
will be paid forward to the next year's 
class of students where funds will be 
used to support science fair, field 
trips, and other class materials. 
Cost: 
Each seedling will cost $3 and 
money will be due at Pickup.  Orders 
will be given first ordered first 
priority.  This is our first time doing 
this fundraiser but not our first-time 
raising plants. 

 
Glimpse at seedlings growing spring 
2023. 

 
 
Please take the following survey 
if interested in purchasing: 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1
FAIpQLScfsXpNL6J1vTA7rHvdu7h
ELyPTwfhMN3xu1aOZOjalQWID6A/
viewform?usp=sf_link 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Health 
 

Does your child need dental care?  
Children's Dental provides dental 
care to students in school.  If you are 
interested in enrolling your student in 
this service, the following is how you 
can sign up: 

1.  Fill out a consent form (see 
below or you can get a paper 
copy from Nurse Novak).  
This consent form allows 
Children's Dental Services to 
provide an exam and 
preventative services without 
a parent/guardian present.   

2.  Return the consent form to 
Nurse Novak. 

If you choose to utilize these school 
based dental services, other dental 
care should not be sought out or 
obtained as it risks overtreatment 
and insurance disputes.   
 
Please contact Nurse Novak for 
more details or if you have any 
questions.  651-888-7650 
 

Help! 
 
As we all know, cold and flu season 
was rough this year, and the 
increased visits to the health office 
depleted the tissue supply.  The 
health office is-in-need of some 
tissue donations to restock.  If you 
are willing and able to donate, please 
leave tissue donations in the main 
office or bring them to the health 
office. Thank you for your support!  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfsXpNL6J1vTA7rHvdu7hELyPTwfhMN3xu1aOZOjalQWID6A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfsXpNL6J1vTA7rHvdu7hELyPTwfhMN3xu1aOZOjalQWID6A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfsXpNL6J1vTA7rHvdu7hELyPTwfhMN3xu1aOZOjalQWID6A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfsXpNL6J1vTA7rHvdu7hELyPTwfhMN3xu1aOZOjalQWID6A/viewform?usp=sf_link


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Counselor’s Corner 
 

Hello Murray Families -  
 

8th grade families/high school information 
• Como Park High School  

• Academy of Finance: Hey 8th graders! Are you going to Como Park Senior High School next year? Are you 

interested in business? Consider joining the Academy of Finance! The Academy of Finance (AOF) is a small learning 

community that offers high school students an opportunity to study all areas of business in preparation for college 

and/or a professional setting.  

• On April 26th, current Academy of Finance students will be coming to speak with you at the 8th grade Assembly.  

• For more information, check out this flyer or visit our website. 

 

All families:  

 
It’s already that time - Summer School registration is open TODAY. 

Registration info here: https://www.spps.org/academics/summer-learning-programs#anchorName.  

There is also a paper application attached at the end of this newsletter.  

 

You will register through Campus Parent Portal: https://spps.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/stpaul.jsp - if you need to reset 

your Parent Portal password or find username use this link: https://www.spps.org/families/campus-parent-portal-onestop/reset-

username-password or call Murray at (651) 293-8740 

 
Contact Murray Middle School Counselors with any questions or to help register: Justine Revermann (justine.revermann@spps.org) 

651-744-7130 or Lisa Engelstad (lisa.engelstad@spps.org) 651-744-2397. 

 
Here’s more information: Middle School Summer information  

 

3 Middle School Summer Options: 

 

K-8 Freedom School:  
• Location: LEAP - former John A. Johnson school, 740 York Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 55106 

• Program Dates and Times: June 24-August 2 (28 days), 8:45 a.m.-3:45 p.m. 

No programs on Thursday, July 4 and Friday, July 5 

• Description: Freedom Schools strengthens literacy skills through a researched-based Integrated Reading Curriculum that 

features books, materials and projects that represent the heritages and experiences of our scholars. Essential features include 

Hero Elementary K-2; science, technology, engineering, arts, and math instruction; parent and family empowerment events; 

community engagement; pathways to careers; health and wellness; social action and field trips. Scholars see themselves in our 

high-quality Servant Leader Educators and community leader mentors/role models. This program is developed in collaboration 

with the Saint Paul Promise Neighborhood. 

 

Grades 3-8 ESTEM (Environmental Science, Technology, Engineering, Math): 
• Location: E-STEM Middle School, 600 Weir Drive, Woodbury, MN 55125 

• Program Dates & Times: June 24-July 26 (23 days), 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m. 

No programs on Thursday, July 4 & Friday, July 5 

• Description: Students experience hands-on activities and field trips with a focus on environmental science, technology, 

engineering and math (STEM). Classes and activities include engineering, coding, construction, sports, environmental studies, 

cooking and working with computers. This program is sponsored by 3M and includes multiple STEM-themed field trips.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OB_h5yVT-XWB79EjxBsCjH7G1fs8NaJn/edit
https://comosr.spps.org/academics/academy-of-finance
https://www.spps.org/academics/summer-learning-programs#anchorName
https://spps.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/stpaul.jsp
https://www.spps.org/families/campus-parent-portal-onestop/reset-username-password
https://www.spps.org/families/campus-parent-portal-onestop/reset-username-password
mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org
mailto:lisa.engelstad@spps.org
https://www.spps.org/academics/summer-learning-programs/middle-school
https://www.spps.org/academics/summer-learning-programs/middle-school#fs-panel-234134


  

 
 
 
 
 

Grades 5-8 Summer Quest: 
• Location: Washington Technology Magnet (1495 Rice Street, Saint Paul, MN 55117 

• Program Dates & Times: June 24-July 26 (23 days), 8:45 a.m.-2:45 a.m. No programs on Thursday, July 4 and Friday, 

July 5 
• Students receive academic support, develop leadership skills and participate in enrichment activities.  Students in grade 5 learn 

skills to prepare for their transition to middle school.  When registering, students rank their top 3 elective choices to enhance 

their summer learning experience.   

 

Based on space availability, students will be placed in 2 of the following enrichment and elective course options: 

• Cooking / Agriculture 

• Fiber Arts and Textile Design 

• Intro to Coding 

• Physical Education / Gym 

• Robotics 

• Theater Arts 

• Various Music Options (band, orchestra, guitar/ukulele, keyboard, digital music, drums) 

• Visual Art and Design 

 

EVERY MEAL 
 
Please fill out our QR code or this link if you are interested in getting items from the Murray food pantry sponsored by Every 
Meal. Link: https://forms.gle/Uu7GTHWuTCiZgZ9b9. We have food available at Murray for students to pick up at the end of 
the day on Fridays. It is in our Food pantry – see Google Form for more info. Please write down your name, your contact 
information, and which items you’d be interested in your student picking up each week. Students will take these items home 
in their backpacks. 
 
Contact Justine Revermann (justine.revermann@spps.org or 651-744-7130) or Lisa Engelstad (lisa.engelstad@spps.org or 
651-744-2397). You can reach out to us to schedule an appointment to pick up some food items. 
 

 

https://forms.gle/Uu7GTHWuTCiZgZ9b9
mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org
mailto:lisa.engelstad@spps.org


  

 

 
 
The school year is coming to an end very quickly. That means it is time to begin thinking about summer plans. Flipside is 
offering two sets of summer camp this summer and they are all free! 
  
Camp participants can only sign up for one camp, each camp has the same itinerary just different dates. 
Camp A: July 8th- 25th and Camp B: July 29th- August 15th. 
  
Camp details- 
     •  Camp is at Johnson Sr. High School 
     •  Camp is Monday-Thursday and from 8:45am- 2:45pm 
     •  Transportation will be provided to those in SPPS boundaries 
     •  Breakfast and Lunch are provided 
  
If you are interested, please grab a form from the main office/ Ms. Abby or check out the Flipside website to get registered 
or if you have any questions - Space is limited so act fast. 
 
AbbyAdegeye (she/her) 
Flipside Coordinator, Murray Middle School  
Community Education • Saint Paul Public Schools  
2200 Buford Ave, St Paul, MN 55108 
Office Phone: 651-744-3189 
www.spps.org/murray 

     
 

http://www.spps.org/murray


  

 

Academic All-Star Quarter 3 
 
Aminat Akindele – Aminat is a great student, she is always willing to learn and is a great partner. 
 
Katherinne Alvarado Linares – Kat is a good student who completes her work and helps others. She is collaborative 
and kind with all and makes sure all are included in our learning activities. She uses her bilingual skills to help other 
students be successful. 
 
Oly Bagg – Oly does an excellent job applying his learning to real world problems in math. His creativeness has 
allowed him to make great connections with the math and he puts a lot of effort into his learning. 
 
Lila Baum – Lila is an excellent student in class, she is always on time and pushing herself to learn. 
 
Tedros Berry – Tedros shows academic excellence in pre-algebra through hard work and participation in his learning. 
 
Logan Blank – Logan is always putting his best foot forward and always leads by example. He is a silent leader and it 
is awesome to see him lead by example. 
 
Kiran Boyd – Ki has been working hard in Quarter 3 to improve his grades in all of his classes! He has been focused 
and working to do his best! 
 
Pacifique Bukuru – Pacifique is a very hard worker and he’s willing to take risks to try new language and learning 
activities. He has an excellent positive attitude! 
 
Javi Cantellano – Javi has been working hard to succeed in all of his classes! He has a great attitude and is a 
supportive classmate and great member of our Murray community! 
 
Chris Chavez – Chris has worked very hard this quarter to earn a passing grade in Math. He not only passed, but 
earned a high grade as well. It has been great to see your growth Chris! 
 
Aiden Deckert – Aiden always gives 110% in class, and he has a wealth of knowledge that he is always eager to 
disseminate among his classmates. Aiden is such an awesome friend to everyone in class. Way to go Aiden! 
 
Luc Dreamer – Luc is a hard worker in class. He is always willing to share his thoughts with the class and helps 
advance learning opportunities for all students. 
 
Ashley Heesch – Ashley is an outstanding student who prioritizes her work, asks questions to support her learning, 
works well with others, and always tries her best! 
 
Tony Htoo – Tony is a consistent and persistent worker and consistently respectful. 
 
Eli Johnson – Eli has shown a tremendous amount of growth this year, and really thrived in Q3! He gets all his 
assignments done in a timely manner and exhibits all the qualities we expect from our academic all-stars! 
 
Sadie Kersey – Sadie is commited to creating the best work in any Art medium or iPad app, and is reflective on the 
process as well as the success of her project. 
 
Emma Kue – Emma has been working hard to be a leader in Life Science by encouraging her peers to do their work 
and modeling sharing of ideas. 
 
Peter Laska – Peter shows above grade level work in Readers and Writers and works hard to make sure he 
understands the skills. He is also a powerful debater, growing from Rookie to Novice and practicing JV all in ONE 
YEAR! Way to go! 
 
Anneliese Lindfors – Anneliese works incredibly hard in American Studies. She consistently submits excellent work 
and is willing to help her classmates. She is a great member of our classroom community! 
 
Mary Grace Lindsley – Mary Grace shows academic excellence in algebra through hard work and participation in her 
learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 
 

Academic All-Star Quarter 3 
 
Yerik Lopez Munoz – Yerik is a quiet and serious student. He is focused on his assignments and continues working 
even when others are not. He is thoughtful and kind when collaborating with others. 
 
Zangchee Lor – Zangchee is the epitome of a hard worker. He may be quiet, but he’s always on task and striving to 
improve his skills and knowledge. 
 
Mi’Yanna Nelson – Mi’Yanna has been working hard to succeed in all of her classes! She has a great attitude, is 
willing to ask for help and always trying to improve her knowledge! 
 
Alejandro Perales – Alejandro has shown tremendous growth this quarter! He has worked hard in his English class 
and participates often. He also did a wonderful job in the musical. I’m proud of you! 
 
Ezequiel Perales – Ezequiel has shown tremendous growth this year. He has increased his math skills and is always 
willing to help! 
 
Eh Thein Poe – Eh Poe is an academic leader in our classroom, working hard to show above grade level work. Keep 
up the powerful work! 
 
Sam Proulx – Sam is both a great leader and a hard worker. He does his best on all his assignments and even helps 
his peers when they are-in-need of assistance. Keep up the great work! 
 
Anna Reimringer – Anna is a wonderful student. She is always willing to participate in class discussions and has 
great ideas! 
 
Jordi Rovira – Jordi always participates positively and his work is always exceptional! He is supportive of his lab 
team making sure they all succeed! Way to go! 
 
Iris Rudolf – Iris always participates positively and her work is always exceptional! She is supportive of her lab team 
making sure they all succeed! Way to go! 
 
Marcus Ruiz Alvarado – Marcus is not afraid to share his ideas during discussions and has been working hard all 
year. And doesn’t give up when the work is tough. 
 
Nyx Sands – Nyx has come into her own this quarter! The smiles and happiness spill over into class and the work she 
produces. Way to go! 
 
Ella Schrecengost – Ella is both a great leader and a hard worker. She does her best on all her assignments and even 
helps her peers when they are-in-need of assistance. Keep up the great work! 
 
Cody Shook – Cody works hard to try to include other students when doing group work. He puts in effort to fix his 
mistakes by asking questions. 
 
Miles Wagner-Hemstad – For outstanding work in Life Science. Both independent and group projects are done well, 
and he is a great lab team member! 
 
Nijia Wheeler – Nijia is always helping out and leading by example. 
 
Jane Williams – Jane is a detail-oriented student. She is committed to doing her best on her assignments and asks 
questions when she doesn’t understand a topic. 

 
Piper Williamson – Piper is an incredible student. She is responsive, always on task, and willing to help out. Her skills 
in reading and writing are advanced and continuing to grow! 
 
Da’Riyah Winkler – Riyah has stretched herself academically and is seeing HUGE success in her work and grades. 
Way to go! 
 
Annie Yang – Annie is quiet and thoughtful in her work. She steps up to help others and is very kind. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 



  

 
 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 
 
 
 
 


