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Keeping 
our Vision 
in Focus
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21st Century 
Knowledge and Skills

International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Program begins at 
Somers High School
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21st Century 
Knowledge and Skills

New York State Learning Standards 
Update

The "Next Generation" of Learning Standards

 NYS P-12 Learning Standards for ELA

 NYS P-12 Learning Standards for Mathematics

 NYS P-12 Science Learning Standards

 NYS Social Studies Framework
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21st Century Knowledge and Skills

Literacy K-8

"Adolescents entering the adult 
world in the 21st century will 
read and write more than at 
any other time in human 
history. They will need 
advanced levels of literacy to 
perform their jobs, run their 
households, act as citizens, 
and conduct their personal 
lives." -- Richard Vaca, author 
of Content Area Reading: 
Literacy and Learning Across 
the Curriculum
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21st Century 

Knowledge and Skills

Student Engagement

▪ Cognitive Engagement – students' "level of 
investment in learning; being thoughtful 
and purposeful in the approach to tasks 
and being willing to exert the effort 
necessary to comprehend complex ideas 
or master difficult skills."

▪ Behavioral Engagement – effort, 
persistence, participation, compliance

▪ Emotional Engagement – positive and 
negative reactions to teachers, classmates, 
academics and school – a sense of 
belonging
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21st Century Knowledge and Skills

L.I.F.E. - Learning Inclusively for 
Everyone

• Special Education

• Advanced Learning Programs

• English as a New Language Programs

• Student Support Programs (AIS)
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Digital Literacy and Citizenship

Learning.com K-5

Common Sense Media
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Global Citizenship

Language and communication are at the heart of the human 
experience. ACTFL

Communicate effectively in more than one language in order to 
function in a variety of situations and for multiple purposes

Interact with cultural competence and understanding

Connect with other disciplines and acquire information and diverse 
perspectives in order to use the language to function in academic 
and career-related situations

Develop insight into the nature of language and culture in order to 
interact with cultural competence

Communicate and interact with cultural competence in order to 
participate in multilingual communities at home and around the 
world
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Global Citizenship

• Anti-Bias Framework Curriculum 

• No Place for Hate
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Global Citizenship

International Baccalaureate Diploma Program Mission Statement

"The International Baccalaureate® aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a 
better and more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, governments 
and international organizations to develop challenging 
programmes of international education and rigorous 
assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to 
become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who 
understand that other people, with their differences, can also 
be right."



+ Social, Emotional and 
Physical Wellness
College and Career Counseling

▪ The Somers High School College and 
Career Center is a comprehensive 
resource for students, staff, and 
parents. Designed to support 
college and career planning, the 
College and Career Center is part of 
the Counseling Department and 
offers a variety of programs 
including:
 College Research and Planning
 Career Planning and Exploration
 College Entrance Exams



+ Social, Emotional 
and Physical 
Wellness

• Responsive Classroom K-5

• MS Advisory 

• HS Peer Leadership Program

All meant to create safe, welcoming and joyful 
learning communities 



+ Social, Emotional and Physical 
Wellness
Brainology

▪ K-5 – Growing Early Mindsets

• Grade 6 - Brainology

• Grade 7 – Brainology Bridge

• Grade 10 – Applied Brainology

Students "discover how the 
brain works and how it gets 
stronger and smarter through 
effort and learning, boosting 
their confidence in their 
potential, desire to learn, and 
willingness to work hard."
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Professional 
Learning
An ongoing process in which educators 
work collaboratively in recurring 
cycles of collective inquiry and action 
research to achieve better results for 
the students they serve. Professional 
learning communities operate under 
the assumption that the key to 
improved learning for students is 
continuous job-embedded learning for 
educators.

• Coaching

• Collaboration

• Commitment

• Continuous Improvement



+ On the horizon –
Somers Middle 
School 2020

• Identification of 3 Core Areas
• Flexibility in our use of time – a closer 

look at the MS Schedule
• Lower student to teacher ratio allows for 

stronger relationships among teachers 
and students

• Rigorous and relevant learning – with 
project-based learning and capstone 
project leads us to examine the feasibility 
of the International Baccalaureate Middle 
Years Program (MYP)
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