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What does student engagement look like?
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And how would 
you measure it?



A Tool and a Practice
Somers teacher leaders from the Middle School (during the Spring of 2017) and the High 
School (during the Spring of 2018) began training with Dr. Jerry Valentine, 
Professor Emeritus from the University of Missouri and founder of the Instructional 
Practices Inventory, a teacher-led process for collecting data about students’ cognitive 
engagement during class time.

Following the trainings, teachers have begun to engage in classroom visitations, watching 
students work and visiting classrooms for brief periods of time throughout an entire school 
day to collect hundreds of “snapshots” of students’ cognitive engagement.

The IPI rubric asks teachers to code what they see.

Students’ cognitive engagement can be grouped in two ways – engagement that requires 
higher order/deeper learning and engagement requiring lower order/surface learning.  
There is a time and place for both during a learning episode.

Teachers use the IPI rubric to clearly explain student engagement and to discuss ways to 
engage students in higher order thinking.
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The Instructional 
Practices Inventory 
categories were 
developed by Bryan 
Painter and Jerry 
Valentine in 1996. 
Valentine refined the 
descriptions of the 
categories (2002, 
2005, 2007, 2010 and 
2012) in an effort to 
more effectively 
communicate their 
meaning.  

Jerry Valentine 
September 23, 
2018 
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