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Excerpts from Mid-Year Reflection
given to the MYP Professional Learning Team

• "Really like the collaboration this year, helps give 
feeling that we are accomplishing something!!"

• "Having focused breakout rooms and clear 
expectations has been productive."

• "I think the work we started in teams has been solid. 
It feels like we are accomplishing so much already."

• "I appreciate having the opportunity to work in 
breakout rooms because everyone has a chance to 
speak and be heard."

• "I appreciate that each meeting has a clear goal that is 
communicated in advance, and achieved. In addition, I feel 
the break-out rooms are a great opportunity for 
collaborative work. I feel I can look back on the first half of 
the year and clearly state what the MYP team has 
accomplished."

• "I like the pace of things. Ultimately, I feel our knowledge is 
superior to the rest of the teachers (not on MYP team). At 
some point, I think it's important to collaborate and debrief 
with them. The Padlet, Assessment Policy, etc..."

• "I think that it would be important for us as a committee to 
circle back around to the staff as a whole, just as a reminder 
that MYP is still here and even though it is paused should 
not be out of sight out of mind. Totally do not want to put 
more on people's plate but just to keep the thought closer 
than the back burner."

• "The meetings run smoothly and there is enough 
information and conversation to be had with our co-
workers, this openness should continue through the second 
half of the year."

• "I am thinking about how we are going to transfer what we 
have learned and accomplished to the rest of the faulty."



Framework for Professional Learning 
Plan: Spring 2021 (MYP)

• March Faculty Meeting- Assessment Practice 
Survey 

• March MYP Professional Learning Team Meeting-
Update and Review revisions made to ATLAS MYP 
Curriculum Maps (tools and additional fields)

• April Curriculum Leader’s Meeting- Update and 
Review revisions made to ATLAS MYP Curriculum 
Maps (tools and additional fields)

• May Faculty Meeting- Professional Learning focusing on 
Conceptual Understanding and Creating Statements of 
Inquiry.

• May Department Meetings- Review progress on subject 
group overviews and establish needs on professional 
learning.

• June Full PLC Day- collaborate in grade level departments 
to complete subject group overview with support of MYP 
Coordinator.



Approaches 
to Learning 

(ATL)
Through the collaborative work 

of all faculty, the focus for 
2020-2021 was on these 10 ATL 

skills and how they can be 
explicitly yet realistically taught 
with the academic models of 

this year.

Targeted ATL Skills for 2020-2021
• Give and receive meaningful feedback

• Practice strategies to reduce stress and 
anxiety (Emotional management)

• Use brainstorming and visual diagrams to 
generate new ideas and inquiries

• Practice “bouncing back” after adversity, 
mistakes and failures (Resiliency)

• Present information in a variety of formats 
and platforms

• Gather and organize relevant information to 
formulate an argument

• Compare conceptual understanding across 
multiple subject groups and disciplines

• Troubleshoot Systems and Technology

• Plan short & long-term assignments; meet 
deadlines

• Consider content – What did I learn about 
today? - What don’t I yet understand? –
How can I reflect in order to grow?



Giving Meaningful Feedback 
to Your Peers

• Specific: Comments are linked to a 
specific word, phrase, or example. 
(not just “great job” or “I Like it”).

• Kind: It’s mandatory that all 
comments be framed in a kind, 
supportive way.

• Helpful (Constructive): Feedback 
should help a peer grow a as a 
learner, but still feel good about 
themselves.

Examples 
of ATL 
Skills 
explicitly 
taught and 
student 
work



ATL Skill: Giving and Receiving 
Meaningful Feedback

Subject Area: (Individuals and 
Societies  (Social Studies) 

Task: Create a Flip Grid of a Time 
Capsule filled with 
primary and secondary sources. 
Students then gave each other 
feedback and had the chance to 
reflect and revise their work, before 
submitting  to be assessed. 

Examples of sentence star ters for  effective feedback
demonstrated to students

 “I like the (name the artifact) you used because….

 “Your voice was very clear and you sounded confident. 
Your presentation and communication skills were 
effective. I can support this with the following 
evidence...”

 “I can relate to what you say because…..”

 “It is clear that you understand the difference between 
primary and secondary sources because....”

 “Your FlipGrid was very engaging because…..”

 “One way to improve your presentations even more in 
the future is…..”



Examples from a Design Class of Student to Student Feedback and Work
Scratch Story Design Challenge / Maze Game Design Challenge Scratch

ATL Skill: Give and receive meaningful 
feedback (after testing each other's designs)

• "I really liked how you added an Easter egg and how it was 
interactive. My favorite part had to be that you had to use 
WSAD to avoid the bully and go to the next scene. Great 
job!"

Story Link: https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/502959488
• "I really like how the monkeys made the girl dance. Though, 

it kind of just ended and if it had more I would definitely 
watch more. Nice!"

Story Link: https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/502957004

• "I really like how you made the ballerina do a move and I also 
liked how they're having a conversation. Some feedback I 
have is you could possibly add sound while your sprite is talk. 
For example the cat sprite could meow when it's talking. 
Great job and I can't wait to see the rest of your scratch."

Story Link: https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/502953869

Design Lesson: Coding stories and maze 
games using Scratch

• "You have a game with a lot of great potential! I can tell that 
you are very advanced and skilled when it comes to scratch. I 
like that you can press play and change settings. I wish that 
when you complete a level it brought you straight to the next 
level instead of the home-screen. Other than that, keep doing 
what you are doing!"

Maze Game Link: https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/503909451
" I really like your idea of you driving a car and a cop tries to get 

you while your escaping. The only thing is that the police car 
glitches around a little bit. Otherwise, amazing job!"
Maze Game Link: https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/503910569

• "The game was good but it would have been more of a 
challenge if you hadn't made the spinning block so thin."

Maze Game Link: https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/503911451

https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/502959488
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/502957004
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/502953869
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/503909451
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/503910569
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/503911451


ATL Skill: Gather and organize relevant information to formulate an argument
Subject Area: Language and Literature
Task: Students researched multiple points of view on a topic and gathered evidence before formulating their own 
opinion. This is done before persuasive writing. Student work from a Padlet is pictured below



Subject: Individuals and Societies (Social Studies) -Comparative Religions Unit

Task: Students have choice and autonomy in selecting how they would like to be assessed on meeting the objectives of the unit.

ATL Skill: Present information in a variety of formats and platforms



ATL Skill: Compare conceptual understanding across 
multiple subject groups and disciplines

Subject Area: Mathematics

Task:

Goal – The goal of this project is to calculate 
the population by percent in South American 
countries and explain causes that lead to low 
literacy rate (percent) in several of the 
countries.

Role – Your role is to act as a research 
scientist working 
for UNICEF and identify and comment on 
trends in the South American population and 
literacy rate.

Audience – The audience in this project will be 
members of the United Nations around the 
world.

Situation – Your situation is to calculate and 
then discuss ways to improve the low literacy 
rate in countries in South America.

Product :

•Determine the percent of population that 
lives in each country in South America.

•Using a protractor, you will create a circle 
graph that illustrates the population by 
country in South America.

•Given the literacy rates (in percent), calculate 
the portion of each country that cannot read 
and write (illiterate).

•Read the Harvard Review article “Education 
and Poverty in Latin America,” then discuss 
causes and strategies to improve low literacy 
rates



Subject Area: Music and Performing Arts & Language and Lit
ATL Skill: Compare conceptual understanding across multiple 

subject groups and disciplines

Task: Congratulations, your first novel has just been 
published! To promote your work, you will read an excerpt 
and create original music to enhance the emotion or mood 

of your scene. You will record everything in Soundtrap.

Part 1: SET AN INTENTION/PLANNING

Part 2: CREATE YOUR PROJECT

Part 3: REFLECTION

Sample Student Work (reading excerpt with music score in 
the background)

Feedback between student and teacher 
during the process (using the Schoology 
Platform)

https://somersschools-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jschettino_somersschools_org/Documents/MYP/Suspenseful.mp3


Subject Area: Music and Performing Arts
ATL Skill: Consider content – What did I learn about today? - What don’t I yet understand? –

How can I reflect in order to grow?

Example Student Responses are pictured below
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