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e Reversal
e \VIolence
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promise Is the

ultimate reason for
celebration.




Reversal




a purple robe of fine linen.* And the city ot
Susa held a joyous celebration.Y 6For the
Jews it was a time of happiness and joy,"
gladness and honor.w 7In every province
and in every city to which the edict of the
king came, there was joy* and gladness
among the Jews, with feasting and cele-
brating. And many people of other nation-
alities became Jews because feary of the
Jews had seized them.z

On the thirteenth day of the twelfth

month, the month of Adar,2 the edict
commanded by the king was to be carried
out. On this day the enemies of the Jews
had hoped to overpower them, but now
the tables were turned and the Jews got
the upper handP over those who hated
them.< 2The Jews assembled in their cit-
jiesd in all the provinces of King Xerxes tc
attack those determined to destroy them.
No one could stand against them,¢ be-
cause the people of all the other nation-
alities were afraid of them. 3And all the
nobles of the provinces, the satraps, the
governors and the king’s administrators
helped the Jews,f because fear of Morde-
cai had seized them. 4Mordecai was prom-
inent9 in the palace; his reputation spread
throughout the provinces, and he became
more and more powerful.h

sThe Jews struck down all their ene-

mies with the sword, Kkilling and destroy-
ing them,' and they did what they pleased
to those who hated them. ¢In the citadel
of Susa, the Jews Killed and destroyed five
hundred men. “They also killed Parshan-
datha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 8Poratha, Ada-
lia, Aridatha, 2Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai
and Vaizatha, 9the ten sons) of Haman
son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the
Jews. But they did not lay their hands on
the plunder.k

"The number of those killed in the cit-
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God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. “And God saw that the light
ood. Then he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light
and the darkness “night.”
evening passed and morning came, marking the first day.

said, “Let there be a space between the waters, to separate the waters of
lavens from the waters of the earth.” “And that is what happened. God made
ce to separate the waters of the earth from the waters of the heavens. *God
the space “sky.™
evening passed and morning came, marking the second day.

d said, “Let the waters beneath the sky flow together into one place, so dry
id may appear.” And that is what happened. '°God called the dry ground
" and the waters “seas.” And God saw that it was good. *Then God said, “Let
nd sprout with vegetation—every sort of seed-bearing plant, and trees that
¢ seed-bearing fruit. These seeds will then produce the kinds of plants and

BEGINNINGS BIBLE does not discuss the subject of evolution. Rather, its worldview assumes God cre-
the world. The biblical view of creation is not in conflict with science; rather, it is in conflict
any wortdview that starts without a creator.

Equally committed and sincere Christians have struggled with the subject of beginnings and
come to differing conclusions. This, of course, is to be expected because the evidence is very oid
and, due to the ravages of the ages, quite fragmented. Regardiess of what position we take, we
should avoid polarizations and black-and-white thinking We must also be careful not to make
either the Bible or science say what it doesn't say.

The most important aspect of the continuing discussion is Not the process of creation but the
origin of creation. The world is Not a product of blind chance and probabslity, God created it

The Bible not only tells us that the world was created by God; more importantly, it tells us who
this God is. It reveals God's personality, his character, and his plan for his creation. It also reveats
God's deepest desire: to relate to and fellowship with the people he created. God took the ultimate

ep toward fellowship with us through his historic visit to this planet in the person of his Son, J
Christ. We can know in a very personal way this God who created the universe. As we open his
Word and start getting 1o know him, we begin the maost exciting and fulfiling joumey imagnable.
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“For the fear of (Mordecai,
the Jews) had fallen on

them.”
Esther 8:17, 9:2, 9:3




“...but they laid no
hands on the plunder.”

Esther 9:10,15,16(ESV)
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1 Samuel 15:2-3, 9




Haverim




When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into

all the truth.
~~John 16:13




Psalm 131




Exodus 34:6




Celebration In Esther
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When you think about the story of
your life, what are the ways God
has delivered you?

What work has He done in your life
that's worth celebrating?




. J
The reality of God's
promise Is the

ultimate reason for
celebration.




“The discipline of delight is
not pretending. Celebration is

not avoidance.”
~~Nicole ZasowsKi




Philippians 2:6-8




“We wait in hope for the LORD,; he is
our help and shield. In him our hearts
rejoice, for we trust in his holy name.

May your unfailing love be with us,
even as we put our hope in you.”
~~Psalm 33:20-22




D O N T~ 5 s o o e T R A s S C S S (R SR P R e g 4 3
% - A “‘,f:,,;,,,\, T T G, e . {d" z g;;‘:‘:ﬁ?f? S e
x Tl AT D G e ST [ TS R AT TN e o o g
S - Sl AP RSO Sty pa oy Lo IR e R 2 o 500 = ~ = 3

promise Is the

ultimate reason for
celebration.
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When you think about the story of
your life, what are the ways God
has delivered you?

What work has He done in your life
that's worth celebrating?
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