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Presentation Outline

• The 2014 Academic Achievement Report focuses on 

a review and analysis of several standardized 

assessments. 

• In this case, the test results serve as “assessments of 

learning” received well after the test is administered 

to provide “lagging indicators” of student learning at 

a snapshot in time (i.e., summative assessments).



Types of Assessments



Presentation Outline

• Focused on Learning describes several concepts:

– Achievement and Growth

– Inside and Outside the Classroom

– Effort and Persistence

– Different Learning Styles Require Varied Approaches

• As a school district, we want to consider the multiple factors 

that impact learning and the overall student experience (e.g., 

school culture, collaboration, instruction, relationships, etc.).



Overview of Assessments

• Within that broader picture, tonight’s presentation will 

more narrowly focus on a selection of high stakes 

assessments:

– Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) and 

Keystone Exams

• Pennsylvania Value-Added Assessment System (PVAAS)

– Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)

– American College Test (ACT)

– Advanced Placement (AP) 

• School Performance Profile (SPP)



PSSA

• PSSAs are state assessments for students in 

grades 3 – 8 in mathematics and reading. In 

addition, writing is assessed in grades 5 and 8. 

Science is tested in grades 4 and 8. 

• The following performance levels are utilized: 

Advanced; Proficient; Basic; and Below Basic.



PSSA Math 



PSSA Math



PSSA Math



PSSA Math



PSSA Math



PSSA Math



PSSA Math - Findings

• Pine-Richland students outperformed the state average at all levels of the PSSA 

Math assessment. 

• At most grade levels on the PSSA Math assessment, the percentage of students 

scoring at the advanced/proficient level has remained high and stable over time 

(i.e., approximately 90%). 

• On the third grade assessment, 53.6% of students with an IEP scored at the 

Advanced level which represents a historic high.

• In PSSA math, the 2014 results demonstrate that male and female students are 

performing at similar levels across all tested grade levels.

• A five-year analysis of average score related to assessment anchors will help 

provide areas of focus within the curriculum (e.g., measurement).



PSSA Reading



PSSA Reading



PSSA Reading



PSSA Reading

• From a broad perspective, a five-year comparison of PRSD levels and 

trends in reading indicates high, stable scores.

• In PSSA reading, the 2014 combined advanced/proficient results 

demonstrate that female students are outperforming male students at all 

grade levels. 

• Based on an analysis of assessment anchors, Interpretation/Analysis of 

Fiction/Non-Fiction Texts provide an opportunity for further review.



PSSA Writing



PSSA Writing

• In the area of writing, the state “average” percentages for the advanced 

performance level are markedly lower than any other assessment.

• There are no state proficiency targets for writing. Beginning in 2015, the 

writing-specific test will be eliminated. Writing will not be incorporated 

within the English Language Arts (ELA) assessment.

• PRSD performance on the PSSA writing assessment is stable with little 

trend information. 



PSSA Science



PSSA Science

• In 4th and 8th grade, PSSA science results indicate a high level of combined 

advanced/proficient performance compared to the state. 

• PVAAS analyses will provide another lens to evaluate student performance 

in science.

• On-going review of eligible content for science in grades K-8.



PSSA Next Steps

• Incorporate data analysis as one component of the internal analysis stage of 

the curriculum process.

• Utilize trend information from the current assessment anchors as an 

additional piece of information to focus instruction and learning activities.

• Increase familiarity of teachers and students with the revised eligible 

content for the new PSSA ELA and Math test.

• Become familiar with the format and structure of the new PSSA ELA test 

so that students are able to confidently “show what they know” due to 

comfort with the design.

• Review PVAAS results – in conjunction with achievement results – to 

guide decision making.



Keystone Exams

• The Keystone Exams are end-of-course 

assessments in Algebra I, Literature, and 

Biology that replaced the grade 11 PSSA tests 

for the purpose of compliance with federal 

requirements.

• The following performance levels are utilized: 

Advanced; Proficient; Basic; and Below Basic.



Keystone Algebra 1



Keystone Algebra 1



Keystone Literature



Keystone Literature



Keystone Biology



Keystone Biology



Keystone Exams

• Keystone Exam results become more difficult to analyze given the fact that 

testing occurs across multiple windows and the same test is given at multiple 

grade levels. In addition, the student’s “best” performance reflects the 

combination of their best two “modules” of performance.

• Results indicate that end-of-course assessments are being given in the 

appropriate year for Literature. The Biology and Algebra 1 exams naturally 

align with those courses. 



PVAAS

• The Pennsylvania Value-Added Assessment 

System (PVAAS) is a statistical analysis of 

state assessment data that provides districts 

and schools with growth data to add to 

achievement data (i.e., “year’s worth of growth 

in a year’s time”).



PVAAS



PVAAS - Math



PVAAS - Reading



PVAAS - Writing



PVAAS - Science



PVAAS – Full View



PVAAS

• As a data analysis tool, PVAAS provides a powerful 

opportunity to assess the growth of students.

• In conjunction with other assessment results, PVAAS will help 

provide a clearer picture of student learning and help analysis 

of interventions for students across the continuum.

• Other reports – such as the quintile diagnostic report – may 

give us an even deeper understanding of how the educational 

program is working for groups of students.



SPP

• School Performance Profile

– Building-based Score

• 40% = Achievement

• 5%   = Closing Achievement Gap (All Students)

• 5%   = Closing Achievement Gap (Historically 

Underperforming Students)

• 40% =  PVAAS

• 10% = Other Academic Indicators



SAT

• The SAT is a globally recognized college 

admission test in reading, writing and math.

• For each of the sub-tests, a score of 800 is 

possible for a combined total of 2400. 

• The results can be compared on a state and 

global level.



SAT



SAT



SAT

• PRSD participation has remained stable over the past five years despite a 

five-year trend decrease at the state level.

• A historic high of 92.5% of seniors completed the SAT test in 2014. 

• PRSD students outperformed the total group math, critical reading and 

writing (i.e., PA and Global).

• At PRSD, male students outperformed female students in SAT math at a 

similar ratio to the national average.

• At PRSD, female students outperformed male students in the SAT reading 

and writing results at levels that contrast the national results. 

• The opportunity exists to consider developing and implementing an SAT 

preparation course (i.e., outside of the regular school day).



ACT

• The ACT assessment measures skills in 

English, reading, mathematics, and science 

reasoning. 

• For each category and as a composite, a score 

of 36 is possible.

• The results can be compared on a state and 

national level.



ACT



ACT

• PRSD student performance on the ACT is stable in all tested areas and in 

the composite score (i.e., math, reading, English, science, and composite).

• Male and female performance on the ACT is similar:  males slightly 

outperformed females in math and science; and females outperformed 

males in reading, English, and the composite score.

• As a group, PRSD students outperformed students in Pennsylvania and the 

United States.

• The opportunity exists to consider developing and implementing an ACT 

preparation course (i.e., outside of the regular school day).



AP

• The Advanced Placement Exam is a test on 

which students demonstrate mastery of particular 

subjects and readiness for a college-equivalent 

course.

• Students earn a score of 1 – 5 with “5” indicating 

“extremely well-qualified” and “3” as a 

“qualified” score.

• The results can be compared on a national level.



AP



AP



Sample AP Results 

Over Time



AP

• The total number of students taking an AP course and test has risen 

significantly in the last five years. 

• Comparing 2010 to 2014, the number of AP students has increased from 

342 to 486. In addition, the number of AP tests taken has increased from 

664 to 932.

• An in-depth analysis of each AP course provides insight into enrollment 

and performance trends.



Next Steps

• Component of the Internal Analysis

• Utilize results from Assessment Anchors and Gap 

Analysis for PA Core to guide short-term 

implementation

• Consider development of an SAT and ACT prep 

course 

• Discuss report and implications with building 

administration and department/grade level chairs



Questions


