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Juul isn't cool 
 
By Isaac Like 
Tusker Tribune Staff 
 Many people all around 
the world view Juul as an alter-
native for cigarettes but, is it 
healthier?  

 At first, people 
thought cigarettes 
were good for them. 
Then research was 
done, and it turned 
out cigarettes are bad 
for you.  
 Juuls were cre-
ated to help smokers 
quit but now juuls are being used just 
like a cigarette would be.  
 People lean toward Juul because 
they think it’s healthier, but we don’t 
even know that. Juuls can be worse and 
we wouldn’t even know! We know Juuls 
ruin lives so don’t let it.  

School clubs 
                   
By Isaac Like 
Tusker Tribune Staff 
 School clubs help stu-
dents all around. Clubs are an 
educational program that 
should be taken advantage of. 

 At SMS, there are a bunch of 
clubs, but I have some sug-
gestions for new clubs.  
 Some of the new 
clubs could be Debate Club, 
Chess Club, and even a 
Sports Club in the gym. 
 I would love to do 
Debate Club because it can 

help me when I'm older and I think it 
would be fun. Even clubs like Chess 
Club help students because it teaches 
them strategy and is a good game to 
know.  
 Let's get some more clubs! 

All Tied Up 

(How Do You Tie Your 

Shoes?) 
By Carly Nestor 
Tusker Tribune Staff 
 A while ago, I was talking to my friends 
while tying my shoes. I was always told that I 
tied my shoes weird, and that no one else tied 

them like I do.  
I tie my shoes with 2 bunny ears, while most peo-

ple (or so I thought) tied 
them with one bunny ear. 
When I told my friends, 
they said that they also tie 
their shoes with 2 bunny 
ears, along with Mr. Pap-
pas! That got me think-
ing... How many people tie 
their shoes the “Weird 
way”? 
I went around and asked a 
bunch of friends and some 
teachers this question. In 

total, 20 people were surveyed, and as you can see, we 
have a clear winner! 
40% of people that 
were surveyed said 
that they tie their 
shoes with one bunny 
ear, which means 
that 60% of those 
people tie their shoes 
with TWO bunny 
ears! Looks like I’m 
not the odd one out 
here! 

 Thank you to Jessica 
Masterson, Megan Coughlin, 
Charlotte Carrol, Neha M., 
Chelsea Lewit, Isabella De-
naro, Lena P., Emily Robin-
son, Mr. Pappas, Sofia 
DiMella, Tori Suares, Lindsay 
Canavan, Chloe Pie, Ellie 
Walsh, Sofia P., Jack T., Alex 
S., Mr. Mullaney, Campbell S. 
and Cecilia Infanti for helping 
me! 

Tusker Tribune  
“Short Stuff” 

Carly’s Scientific Poll 
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By Maggie Higgins 
Tusker Tribune Staff 
 The book The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tol-
kien is an adventure packed book.  
 Without spoiling much of the book, 
it is about a little hobbit named Bilbo. Hob-

bits are an imaginary race, similar to humans, ex-
cept they are smaller in size and have very hairy 
feet. 
 Bilbo helps the dwarfs reclaim their home-
land. This land is being controlled by a fire breath-
ing dragon, named Smaug, who attacked them. 

Bilbo joins the dwarves on 
their mission, and soon after, 
they are attacked by lots of evil 
creatures, such as orks, trolls, 
and goblins. Bilbo, who falls 
down a tunnel when he is be-
ing attacked by the trolls, met 
a mysterious creature named 
Gollum, also called Smeagol.  
 Gollum has two person-
alities—a happy go-lucky side 
and an evil murderous side. 
Gollum talks to himself, a lot. 
He started out being a River-
Folk, but he kills his friend 
over a gold ring. He becomes 

possessed by the ring, 
and he changes into a 
frightening creature. 
The ring becomes the 
most powerful thing and 
takes over his whole life.  
He calls the ring “my 
precious.” 
 While Gollum 
and Bilbo are in the 
dark cave that Gollum 
lives in, Bilbo finds the 
ring and runs away with 
it.  He nearly makes it 
out without being at-
tacked by Gollum, or ra-
ther knowing the ring’s 
power. The ring original-
ly belonged to a dark 
lord, and he wants it 
back.  Once the dark lord has the ring in his pos-
session again, he will have all the power and con-
trol everyone. 
 If you want to know how this book ends, 
whether the dwarves reclaim their homeland or 
the dark lord gets the ring back, you should go to 
the library ad check this book out. This book is a 
very good book and I recommend it.  

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 

 

By Jesse Manginelli 
Tusker Tribune Staff 
 George Springer 
is an outfielder for the 
Houston Astros. Springer 
is only 29 years old but 

already has a list of achieve-
ments under his belt. He has 
played in 2 All Star games and 
is off to a great start this season. 
 Springer has some insane 
stats this season with a .323 
batting average. He also has 53 
hits and 38 RBIs! He also has 
136 homeruns in his career with 
15 this season.  

 He also has some other important 
achievements. He is a World Series Champion 
and a World Series MVP. Now you may think, 
“You can't get any better than that”, but you 
would be wrong. He also won the Silver Slugger 
Award in that same year.  

Now enough about stats. Let's take a dive 
into George Springer’s life before the majors. 

Springer’s grandfather immigrat-
ed from Panama at age 17 and 
pitched for four years at Teachers 
College of Connecticut. Springer’s 
father played in the l Little 
League World Series and went on 
to play college football for the 
UConn Huskies.  Springer’s 
mother was a top tier gymnast. 
Springer also has two sisters, Ni-
cole and Lena, who both played 
softball in college. On January 
20th, 2018, Springer married 
Charlise Castro, who played soft-
ball in college. Now isn't that an 
athletic family?  

Springer’s whole family tree is athletic. I 
guess the apple didn’t fall far from the tree in 
Springer’s case. Other than baseball, Springer is a 
spokesperson for the Stuttering Association for 
the Young. Springer has a stutter and had to de-
velop techniques to help him talk. This proves 
that hard work can get you anywhere in life, so 
where will you go? 

George Springer Ignites the Astros 
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The Tusker Tribune is the online Somers 
Middle School Student Newspaper. It is 
published weekly (except during school 
vacations) on the Somers Middle School 

Website. It is entirely student-written by 
6th, 7th and 8th grade students from:  

Somers Middle School  
250 Route 202 

Somers, NY, USA.  
Any SMS student is eligible to write sto-

ries. If interested, please  
e-mail Advisor Dean Pappas at  
DPappas@somersschools.org 

 

This Week In History 
By Kaeleigh Picco 
Tusker Tribune Staff 
 Have you ever wondered what happened today 
ten years ago? Twenty years ago? Fifty? In This Week 
in History, I will tell you about the events that hap-
pened that particular week that could have impacted 

our everyday lives or are just really interesting to learn about.  
 
 
May 10th, 1869 
 On this date, the Union Pacific Railroad and the 
Central Pacific Railroad were first connected in Promonto-
ry Point, Utah. Leland Stanford, President of the Central 
Pacific, drove in a golden spike into the meeting point to 
celebrate the victory of completing the first cross-country 
railroad. There is rumor that the first time Stanford went 
to swing the spike, he missed. This brought roars of laugh-
ter from the onlooking laborers, who had driven in thou-
sands of spikes themselves while working on the railroad. 
 

 
May 11th, 1893 
 Celebrated dancer Martha Graham was born on this date in Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania. At 22 she began her career and is known for being a pioneer for 
modern dance in America. During her career, she created over 180 works in 70 
years. She performed up until the age of 75.  
 
 
 

May 12th, 1820 
 Florence Nightingale, British Nurse and Public Health Activist, was born in 
Florence, Italy, on this date. While British Troops were in Turkey, she volunteered to 
aid the soldiers. While she was there, she greatly improved hospital sanitary condi-
tions, and reduced the death rate for wounded and sick men. She is recognized on an 
international scale as a contributor to the development of modern nursing procedures, 
emphasizing the dignity of nursing as a profession for women. and having unselfish de-
votion to nursing. 

 
May 13th, 1846 
 Congress declared war on Mexico after the order of President 
James K. Polk. The conflict that divided the nation caused over 11,300 sol-
diers to lose their lives, but resulted in the annexation of lands that are 
now parts of  Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, California, Utah 
and Colorado. The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended the Mexican-
American war in 1848.  
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