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Assemblin’,g,r the Pieces Of
Life’s Puzzle
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T SK H m N My life was a com iefced puzzle.
UKER TRIBUNE I spent my days playing with
ABC blocks
And giggling endearingly at adults for atten-
tion.

But while growing up, I faced stru%gl_es; )
And the puzzle pieces were slowly being dis-
laced. )
ndless nights of screaming parents.
Long days of worthless

ALk friends and appalling
¥ ek K grades.
LY,
Fh %w f 4 % 1 I ﬁiidn’(‘i want to face
k3 ik gvs those demons;
ﬁfﬁﬁ,ﬁxﬁ%@ Of going through mis-
ﬂ%*ﬁ}' placed, broken and

missing pieces.

L However, when I adjust-
ed to the daily life of growing up,
I realized that my goal in life wasn’t to
scramble
To fix the completed puzzle,
And that the puzzle was never meant to be
perfectly finished.

Mﬁf fantasy of living a perfect life

while developing was never meant to be
achieved.

FO‘I(.;‘[ the instructions in the puzzle box never
said:

To complete the pieces flawlessly,

But it said to do my utmost and never give

up.

It must show effort of trying,
Because that’s the missing piece to matur-
ing.

A Decidedlsy llzflixled View of
choo
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\ % 4 School is a place where you
learn, have “fun”, and a place some
TUSKER TRIBUNE people consider as hell.
o ] don’t have a bad or good
opinion of school; I just don’t like going to school.

veryday for five days a week, and six hours a day.
Classes that seem way too long. Words that come
from teachers and students. School is confusing to
me, and it makes me stress a lot.
Isn’t school supﬁosed to be “fun”
and a place to “be ourselves™? °

Five days a week and six \ /
hours a day? I really don’t mind, \ ~
but I would like it not to be more &
in the morning. You expect kids to 7/ \
work in the morning? My brain
doesn’t really function until the
afternoon, so whatever I hear in \
the morning, I was most likely fall-
ing asleep in your class. ) ]

Teachers always say we're being too dramatic,
but there’s a difference between us and grown-ups
like staff. I know we must go to school, but I don’t
want to go to school at the same time. When I come
back tired from school, it’s not because I'm getting
bullied; I'm getting stressed out from all of the work
and some of the teachers who bother me.

To continue, classes that seem way too long.
It seems too long even though classes are 50
minutes, ten minutes less than an hour though. I
don’t really like this schedule and I don’t think it’s
because of COVID that we stopped using the original
schedule. The old fashioned schedule is when we had
30-35 minutes of class and had 8 classes a day and
that is what I was excited about because its 34
minutes. I think if I have too much of a time in that
class, I get bored to death and I fall asleep. Some
teachers need to fet that some kids are tired, and
school is their only escape from their house and not
liking school as well.

Continued on Page 2
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Getting the Hang of
Skateboarding
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TUSER THBUNE Hello, it is me, Col, again. Today. I'm going
WEHTUE t0 be talking about how I learned to skate-

board for the first time ever. )

When I was nine, I got a skateboard while I

was on vacation in Delaware with my cousins. I ac-

tually got it the last day of vacation, so my cousins

couldn’t teach me how to skate.

. So the skateboard ended up

in my shed for a year. Then, I

found it when I was cleaning out

the shed, so I went to the same

& Dblace where I learned how to ride

A% my bike. )

It was pretty hard. I didn’t

1 even know how to get on the

skateboard. Then I got a little

g bored, so I decided to sit on it and
ride it. Of course, I didn’t know

how to control it so I fell flat on my

face.

After that, I thought to my-
self, I'm going to bring my skateboard to Darien’s
house and he can teach me how to ride it. He did
teach me the basics, and some tricks. Right now, I
know how to do an Ollie and a 180.

School

From Page 1

To sum it up, teachers and students always
have something to say about what you're doing or
anything. Teachers always say, “pay attention” or
“do better”. That is what stresses me out because I
overthink a lot, so every word I say, I overthink it.

When teachers tell us we’'re not doing any-
thing, that just ruins some kid’s day because some
people look up to those teachers. Other kids say
‘do better” and that might also hurt someone’s feel-
ings because even if it’s a “joke”, sometimes they
aren’t funny. Some people can be cruel when it
comes to words and even their actions.

To conclude, school can be a pain to a lot of
Eeople: Not only students, but teachers too might

e having a hard time managing their time and
work. Classes seem way too long, five times a day
and six hours, and crucial things can happen. I
learned not to trust anyone, so school makes me
comfortable and uncomfortable in a way. School
can change the way we see or do things and that
can lead up to too many problems and bullies.

I couldn’t care less if someone bullies me
because that’s their problem that they’re having a
hard time at home or somewhere else. 'm not clue-
less, like I said ,so I notice every small detail on
everyone and I know when someone is hurt or
when someone needs help with their problems.
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Social Media Can be a Help
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% # Social media is probably one
of the most used things by us. Is
TUKER TRBUNE it really bidding for you? Some

) people say it ruins you. I think
otherwise. ) )

I know social media can’t solve all my
problems, but doesn't mean it can’t solve some
of them. I find I'm able to relax myself more
online than in real life. Social media made me
who I am and not people telling me what to do.

To introduce with, social media can’t
solve all my problems, but can help with some.
My experience with social media is that I have
met wonderful people who helped me in mi,
life. They helped me with some of my problems
and they helped me
get to % aces like
where I am now.

Other people
can be rude and

ust mean to you

ecause they don’t
know who you are
but so what? You
can ignore them,
and you can block
them, just like you
can do in real life.
People might look
forward to going online and playing with their
frlﬁnds—lt can help them mentally and physi-
cally.

To continue, I find I'm able to relax my-
self more online than in real life. Parents or
other people say that social media just ruins
your whole life or your whole reputation. Some-
times I argue with that because that is not true
to me, It might ruin you a bit and you might
experience difficult times, but over time, you
seem to forget what happened and you can’t
hate a person forever just because they did
something stupid.

I had tough times with social media, but
that doesn’t mean it ruined my whole life. So-
cial media is basically a way to escape reality
and that might help people who are suffering
from depression or sadness. It also helps me a
lot because sometimes I feel more of myself
than in person. Social media is my comfort
zone where I can be myself and where I can
relax.

To sum it up, social media helped me
see who I truly am. I have changed so much
since I started social media, not because people
told me what to do. Instead, I changed because
it made me more olf)en-mlnded to other people.
I now look at people and imagine how they are
viewing me.

Continued on Page 3
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Trust, and How it Fits With Facing Life’s Challenges

NEWSPAPER CLUB By Chloe Lee
‘“ @& 4 Tusker Tribune Staff
W e T In 2021 I learnegll tﬁ trust ni)
one. lrust 1s just a word that people
TUSKER TRIBUNE can use to manipulate you to believe
that people have it. That year

taught me an important lesson not to fall for that.

back to you when they get hurt. Their loss. People
let their mood down and they show emotion an
let people bully you. I never got that because I
know that will just make you look weak and an
easy target to bully. I've seen that a lot in this
school. When I or someone doesn’t show emotions,

I have experi-
enced many
backstabbing
moments. One
may not know
about another
person and
that’s exactly
how they get
trapfped. Life is
not fair. That’s
all I have to say
to that.

) To start
with, I have ex-
perienced many
people who hurt
me. The year of
2021 changed
me mentally and
now I have a dif-

-

ferent way of seeing things. No matter how nice
the person is or can seem, everyone has thoughts
or actions that are rude and mean. I'm not clue-
less anymore and I'm aware now of people’s emo-
m not trying to be dramatic or anything,

tions. I

AEER become your best self
when you let others define you,

can really help.

they leave you alone and you will be fine in your

schools since you still have
high school to look forward
0.

To wrap it up, our
world is not fair. I have
never really understood it
until a few years ago and
now I realize what 1t
means. Our life is full of
unexpected challenges.
Many things can threaten
%our mood and outlook.

he fact is we only live
once. Life is life and
~ there's no way we can
| change that.

I am all thankful
my life though because I
have people who love me
the way 1 am. They saved
me in a way I can never

express to them and I probably won’t complain
again. Many people might be saving other people
without them noticing so a little act of kindness

To conclude, the year of 2021 did some-

but I always try to look through people when
meeting them so I can expect something to come. I
always can’t tell because a lot of people are good

thing that I will never forget. People trying to use
me and trying so bad that it turns out I'm outplay-
ing them. Playing other people and manipulating

at hidir}lg their emotions, but that doesn't stop me.
0 continue, someone may not even think
of anything and just be friends with them. Most of
my friends just call me mean when I warn them
about people and say I should open to people. 1
just let it go then because they all come running

break through it.

them far from realit
meeting challeng
e all had some ;
probably won’t be foolish again to just sit around
and wait for destiny. Life has no meaning if we
don’t confront the risks.

%IO? Life itself is playing and

ut still havin% adway to but
ad times, but

Social Media
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I overthink a lot and I
know it’s a bad thing, but now I
don’t feel insecure about every-
thing.

A lot of the times when
people sag social media is bad for
ou, it is because people are be-

ind screens, and they can say
anything to you. Listening to
them is just foolish, because, why
listen to them when you're trying
to do something?

Think of them as an ad.

You're trying to watch a video but
an ad pops up. What do you do?

You cancel it out. That is exactly
what you do to people who are
trying to get in your way because
they are weird for thinking or
caring about what you enjoy.

_ To conclude, I say, social
media is not that bad for you.
Sure, it won’t solve all of your
probfems but it can get you some-
where. You mlﬁht find yourself
more comfortable online. It really
helped me become who I am to-
day, and I would thank the peo-
ple who helped me. Millions of
people are wanting to commit but
you never know if you have just

saved one’s life. I know I sure did.

The Tusker Tribune is the online
Somers Middle School Student
Newspaper. It is published weekly
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This is Why I Love The Beatles!

By Ruby McDowell
Tusker Tribune Staff ]

John, Paul, George and Ringo. The Fab
4. The most influential band—ever! These are
just some of the words used to describe The
Beatles.

July 1957. Two boys met and The Beatles be-
gan. Well, they weren’t
originally called The Beat-
les. They were called The
Quarrymen. And the origi-
nal drummer wasn’t Ringo |
Starr. If fact, Ringo Starr
wasn’t even named Ringo
Starr. He was named Rich- )
ard Starkey. But, imagine (Imagine — John Lennon)
being Pete Best, the original drummer, who was fired
because he was a bit sad, and then watching The
Beatles explode in popularity! ) o

I'love the Beatles. It 1s quite obvious, giving
the name of this article, but what do I like exactly
about them? ) )

Well, their songs are quiet catchy, 51n%ab1e,

and don’t have huge exploding

uitar moments. Drums, guitar,
bass, sometimes {)1ano; but that’s
it. Additionally, songs like,
“Get Back”, “Ob la di, Ob la da”,
Maxwell’s Silver Hammer” are
like stories. They tell a random
story that is quite catchy.

Of course, there are also
The Beatles famous songs, like
“Let it be”, “Hey Jude” “All You
Need is Love”, to name a few,

)] that are just amazing. Take a
listen with the links at the bot-
tom of the page, to see for your-
self.

] ] ~ All of what I just said is
true, and it applies to this reason: Their songs spring
across many genres, so everything above applies to
whatever tifpe of music you want to listen to.

Well, I guess you now know a lot of things
about The Beatles. Now start listeni%
https://[www.youtube.com/watch?v=1KJqgecxswCA —
Get Back
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9x5WY jmsko —
Ob la di, Ob la da
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdJag19WoAe0 -
Maxwell’s Silver Hammer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QDYfEBY9NM4 —
Let 1t be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gMls5yxP1w -
Hey Jude )
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7xMflp-irg — All
You Need 1s Love
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNnFFKv NyI —
Imagine
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2uTFF 3MaA —
Yellow Submarine
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What, Exactly, is the
‘Trans-Siberian
Orchestra’?

By Lucas Ziegler

&9 Tusker Tribune Staff

You may think that the Trans-
il Siberian Orchestra may be some Rus-
sians playing string instruments, com-
ing from Siberia, a really cold region in Rus-
sia.

But really, it is many people from
many different backgrounds who play various
Instruments, coming together to make awe-
some music. Believe it or not, they are actual-
ly a rock band! ] o

The band does not just have string in-
struments; it has all kinds of different sounds
and instruments.
It was started by
Paul O’Neill, who
is a famous
Broadway pro-
ducer. He pro-
duced rock bands

e like Aerosmith,

AC /DC, and The Scorpions. The band was
named after the Trans-Siberian railroad that
symbolizes hope in a harsh and unforgiving
%ace. I got to go and see them at the new

BS arena in Long Island (home of the NHL
NY Islanders) over holiday break. The arena
is brand new, and there are no bad seats.
) The band played live songs with an
impressive light show consisting of lasers, py-
rotechnics and fire, walls of video screens, and
other amazing and unbelievable special ef-
fects. The show I saw was related to Christ-
mas and had The Nativity story, along with
the orchestra’s other famous songs.

) Overall, the show was well written and
a joy to watch. That’s why you don’t judge a
book by its cover, or in this case, by its name.
You should go and experience it yourself and
you might be pleasantly surprised.

Trans-Siberian Orchestra: Christmas Eve
performance

http://[www.viewpure.com/MHiollbnS A?start
=0&end=0
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