
Research as a “Conversation”

Who’s already “talking” about your topic?

What are the different opinions? Who are the "experts"?

What questions do you have about the topic?

What do YOU have to say?

--who do you agree with?

--who do you disagree with?

--what new info/perspective can you add?

How can you give credit to everyone who participated in the conversation?

REMEMBER: The conversation will continue after you leave the table!



When notetaking by 
question, you MUST...
● Organize  by QUESTION.

● Keep track of where all info comes from 

(SOURCES)

● Differentiate between DIRECT 

QUOTES  and your OWN WORDS/ 

paraphrasing.

● Reflect on NEW THINKING/possible 

ANSWERS to your questions





Today’s FOCUS: 
Set up your information organization system

● Keep track of where all information/images/videos comes from (SOURCES)

● Differentiate between DIRECT QUOTES  and your own PARAPHRASING.

● Word template on Schoology and also on the Writing Center website



When taking notes by 
question, you MIGHT: 
● Create a paper system in a notebook or binder.

● Set up an electronic document (One Note, Google Doc, Word, etc)

● Create a hybrid: electronic for sources/paper for notes

● Create a separate page for each question

● Code sources by NUMBERS or COLORS

● Distinguish between direct quotes and paraphrasing using COLUMNS or 

COLORS.

● Create any system that addresses all of the MUSTS.



1) SET UP YOUR SYSTEM:
WHAT SYSTEM will work best for you and WHY?

GOAL: you can always show exactly where info came from and whether the 

notes are your words or someone else’s.

2) START SEARCHING FOR ANSWERS:

Use Google or SHS library databases, depending on your questions

Collect information using your system and our “musts” and “mights”



Community reading and resources:

What the heck is Inquiry-Based Learning?

Video

Instagrok

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/what-heck-inquiry-based-learning-heather-wolpert-gawron
https://www.edutopia.org/practice/wildwood-inquiry-based-learning-developing-student-driven-questions
https://www.instagrok.com/

