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The MakeWaves Monthly 
We develop students to become the best versions of themselves, so they can transform the world.

Superintendents’ Message 
April has been a busy and exciting month for our students and teachers. Many of our students participated 
and learned doing activities about the solar eclipse. We are completing state testing, and students in our arts 
programs and spring sports have participated in several events and competitions. Our teachers are busy 
providing engaging activities and field trips for our students, and we just hosted out Small Town, Big 
Garden: Farm To Table Dinner. The second annual Island Schools Special Olympics will be held on May 7th 
with start time at 9:30am and events will run until 1:00pm. This event is shared with Orange Beach; so this 
year they will be hosting it at the Orange Beach Sportsplex, located at 4385 William Silvers Pkwy in Orange 
Beach. We have enjoyed seeing our many parents and community members who have attended these special 
events. Please check our GSCS websites to sign-up for camps that are available during the summer for your 
child. As we move toward the end of the school year and the beginning of summer, please be reminded that 
attending school regularly is important. We want students to be with us every day to continue learning and 
developing their skills while enjoying all of the fun experience available to them. MakeWaves!                                                                                                                  
Dr. Matt Akin - Superintendent  makin@gsboe.org 
Dr. Stephanie Harrison - Assistant Superintendent sharrison@gsboe.org 

 
VIRTUAL 

ACADEMY 
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Middle School 
Mae-Margaret Reed 

Grade - 7th Grade 
Area of Recognition -                                                 - 
Outstanding Leadership and Compassion 
 
I’m a WaveMaker because...  
Mae-Margaret Reed exemplifies outstanding leadership and compassion, as 
demonstrated through her remarkable contributions during Red Ribbon 
Week. Serving as the GSMS Red Ribbon Leader this year, Mae-Margaret 
went above and beyond in representing our school at the Veterans Court in 
Foley alongside Judge Thomason. Through her diligent efforts, Mae-
Margaret organized a successful donation drive, both within our school and 
the community, raising funds to support veterans in need. With the 
collected donations, she assembled 25 gift bags filled with goodies and also 
contributed $500 towards covering the cost of 50 drug tests for veterans. 
Her initiative not only showcased her dedication to serving others but also 
provided tangible support to those who have served our country. 
MaeMargaret's generosity and selflessness extend beyond this project; she 
consistently demonstrates a giving spirit and a kind heart, always ready to 
support and assist those around her. Mae-Margaret's exemplary leadership 
and compassion make her a true WaveMaker at Gulf Shores Middle School, 
and she is highly deserving of this recognition.  
~Nominated by Brittney Reaves~ 
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Elementary School 
Dathan Williams 

Grade - 4th Grade 
Area of Recognition -  
Character, hard work, positivity, leadership                                                                                     

I’m a WaveMaker because...  
Dathan works incredibly hard every day to achieve at his 
highest level. He is an amazing leader by demonstrating 
being proactive as well as ensuring other friends are meeting 
their potential. He is excited to learn and come to class each 
day. He remains positive and focused even when a challenge 
is presented. He works hard to show kindness to all and 
motivation through all academic subjects. 
~Nominated by Mary Oglesby~ 

High School 
Maya Griffin  

 
Grade - 12th Grade 
Area of Recognition - Dedication 

I’m a WaveMaker because…  
I am delighted to nominate Maya Griffin as the WaveMaker 
 at GSHS. Maya's dedication both inside and outside of the 
classroom is truly commendable. As a standout basketball 
player, she has demonstrated exceptional skill and leadership 
on the court, serving as a role model for her teammates and 
peers. Additionally, Maya's commitment to her studies is 
evident through her outstanding academic achievements, 
showcasing her determination to excel in all areas of her  
life. Her positive impact extends far beyond the classroom, 
making her a deserving candidate for this recognition. 
~Nominated by Ashley Watley~ 

Meet Our Student WaveMakers of the Month 

What is a WaveMaker? Someone who incites action or activity. 

Virtual Academy 
Coming In May 

Grade -  
Area of Recognition -  
 

I’m a WaveMaker because...  
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Elementary School 
Kathy Brown 
Student Services 

I’m a WaveMaker because… 
Mrs. Brown joined the special education department just this school year, and she has already made a lasting impact. She is kind and 
compassionate with the students she serves, always challenging and encouraging them to work hard and give their best effort. Mrs. Brown 
is an absolute delight on the 400 hallway. Her joyful, enthusiastic spirit is infectious, and she is quick to offer her coworkers a smile, hug, 
chat, or a good laugh. Mrs. Brown's visible love for her students and coworkers definitely classifies her as a WaveMaker! 
~Nominated by Christy Weems~ 

 

Middle School   
Kelsey Canan 
Student Services                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
 
I’m a WaveMaker because… 
Since stepping into the role of teacher in our MD unit, Ms. Canan has exemplified extraordinary dedication, compassion, and innovation in 
her approach to education. Her patience and unwavering compassion for her students are truly commendable. She demonstrates an 
understanding of each student's unique needs and challenges, ensuring they feel supported and valued every step of the way. What truly sets 
Ms. Canan apart is her adaptability and flexibility in meeting the diverse needs of her students. She has organized the classroom environment 
to cater to individualized learning, ensuring that every student is appropriately challenged and experiences daily successes. Ms. Canan's 
commitment to inclusivity is evident in her efforts to integrate her students into various school activities and classrooms. Whether it's 
participating in science projects or PE classes, she ensures that her students have every opportunity to engage with their peers and experience 
the full spectrum of school life. Her dedication to fostering positive relationships with students, parents, and colleagues alike has made her 
an invaluable asset to our school community. 
~Nominated by Brittney Reeves~ 

 
High School 
Ellyson Lawrence 
Student Services & OCS                                                                                                                                                                                         

 
I’m a WaveMaker because… 
Ellyson goes above and beyond to help the students at GSHS - particularly those students who need a bit more encouragement and support 
than others. She works tirelessly to keep up with students' progress in a variety of programs. She is always available to meet with me to 
discuss strategies for improvement and she is able to share insights that are helpful. She is truly a WaveMaker!                
 ~Nominated by Chesley Bowling~ 

 
 
 

Meet Our Staff WaveMakers of the Month 

What is a WaveMaker? Someone who incites action or activity. 
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Elementary School 
Plants in Kindergarten! 
Learning about plants and what they need to survive in Mrs. 
Younces’ kindergarten class!

Middle School 
New Raised Garden Beds! 

High School 
Business and Marketing Academy 

Virtual Academy 
Teachers and students speak at Kiwanis Club! 

 

Connect With Us! Stay informed on what’s happening with Gulf Shores City Schools! 

District/Schools Websites. - Facebook - Twitter - Instagram - You Tube  

Thank you to the Kiwanis Club for having the Gulf 
Shores Virtual Academy teachers and student speak 
to the members of the club telling what outstanding 
educational opportunities are available in the K - 12th 
grade GSVA. 

Pictured l to r are teachers Mrs. Green, Mrs. Altmyer, 
Dr. Nelson, Assistant Superintendent Dr. Harrison and 
high school virtual student Cade Wittman.

Students worked in small groups to assemble our 
new raised garden beds for our outdoor classroom. 
Others packed water bottles with clean soft plastic to 
make ecobricks, and others worked on our outdoor 
classroom maintenance by pulling weeds and adding 
to our compost.

The GSHS Business and Marketing Academy would like to 
extend a huge thank you to Anne Norton and Cindy Vines of 
Southshore Insurance Agency.  Personal Finance students were 
able to develop a greater appreciation of risk mitigation 
strategies and ask “what if” to these wonderful experts.  They 
pealed back the curtains a bit and took students through the 
process of building financial risk scenarios and insurance 
underwriting. Students were engaged and impressed by the 
wealth of knowledge brought.

https://www.gsboe.org/
https://www.facebook.com/gulfshorescityschools
https://twitter.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=/GulfShoresBOE
https://www.instagram.com/gscityschools/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDETtsEE8aqP-fapD747BAQ
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Health & Wellness 
GSES Dolphin Divas 

The Dolphins Divas are getting in the last steps for the  
Dolphin Walk challenge!

 
Take Time For The Dolphin 
Walk!

Athletics 
GSHS Varsity Baseball 

View our Athletics website!

Arts Education 
Join the 2024 Marching Band 
It’s time to register for the 2024 marching band season!! 
Click the link below to fill out the form! 

http://docs.google.com/.../1FAIpQLSdrvO47xG7rnug.../
viewform


 
 
         
        

         A Job Well Done! 

Teaching & Learning 
Teddy Bear Clinic  

By the numbers….

•Area Champions for the 4th year in a row

•Since 2021, the Dolphins are 27-1 in area play.

•The last time the Dolphins lost an area matchup was 
on 4/19/2021.

•Currently, the Dolphins have a 21 game win-streak in 
area play

The second annual Teddy Bear Clinic was a success. 
The collaboration between Health Science Interns and 
GSES PreK students offered both age groups an 
opportunity to communicate and learn from each 
other. The Interns shared information on registration 
at an appointment, Vital Signs to be taken, how to 
handle BooBoos, bones of the skeleton, and how a 
little TLC can help.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrvO47xG7rnugC96Y_II8VbsFNrrd3cqbS6rv61uskF9p-Rw/viewform?fbclid=IwAR0qbABhX7BR22Qz5n8NADl_dbRMjn3zqyZUL8Gs-DZVn_zCSXWtJ35OhYU_aem_AdIG7BdqWGfWNhk8J-anWI-lyiBW2Z90P5kiCiljkmoUYkYs1RrSOye63zC5OB1yGT0eSwLSmF5I9g0gMugLOJX9
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrvO47xG7rnugC96Y_II8VbsFNrrd3cqbS6rv61uskF9p-Rw/viewform?fbclid=IwAR0qbABhX7BR22Qz5n8NADl_dbRMjn3zqyZUL8Gs-DZVn_zCSXWtJ35OhYU_aem_AdIG7BdqWGfWNhk8J-anWI-lyiBW2Z90P5kiCiljkmoUYkYs1RrSOye63zC5OB1yGT0eSwLSmF5I9g0gMugLOJX9
https://gsboeathletics.com/
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We are excited about our 6th and 7th grade 
Masquerade Dance happening this month! Make sure 
to keep the dress code in mind as you prepare.

Thank you to @perdidobeachresort for hosting our 
Farm to Table students and teachers and for donating 
an amazing breakfast buffet! @jbrodyo We are so 
grateful for our community partners and the support 
they provide!

Be sure and order your Field Day Package by April 
19th. Late payments are not able to be accepted 
because of T-shirt order deadlines.

Dr. Neth and Coach Sampley spent the day in Mobile 
with Region 7 CTE and ALSDE CTE “Deep Diving into 
Data”—they reviewed proficiency of concentrators in 
CTE, graduation rate, and credential rates for overall 
CTE and subgroups. Thanks to TL Faulkner CTE 
Center for hosting and to ALSDE CTE for an 
awesome day of learning!

https://www.instagram.com/_u/perdidobeachresort?fbclid=IwAR21_uBaf5hJyUpCfBA8JMo8IVc9A6q4Sl8ZxDSMhSrpKmov639kFAIlPik_aem_AdKWrUJYg8xljK4WK-TsQjYvjhQ1uZtO1_qcZ3Nm_896AEWdOW-Lh904LhyPBESPq8HjTueMoRPr41MVjPi4QXME
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2F_u%2Fjbrodyo%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1JArHfclir6CyuBMJfghXzhyUd4kH3wuxbrXSL4By-d691fM1XsYHOwsE_aem_AdJWoiqu_IQRqXRYYMQh5ZFdqIt4ufVifq55L8EFfnYPqkyz6tGYNyYrFC2jdeBmM0x1mbbg3Z2qWqP73eVPLJ3g&h=AT2YaMkWqyN6nmzNfDZP069VO3sBfG59Ul0cWgLCF09U62NxlhpAt-ALfaz9xhNIIDheTVc5wYvHx3T-3MduZ3f4FX3doZA3hVq4kDSIByCmxCn2AXhKKKvm1QjrWNr4ZSbltEKL8pzk4Ro4Ip3qeqk&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5B0%5D=AT0v5t26RCadoWg5l-TpQMXcYsv4NMT9ZDuHLcCK1cBs3p0dCdV8MCjxOxR8XSMUUOvIA_6oKcVQfLQ6eQAQ1s9LFHUoju_QGqXzX4VkKEC8zAvCjpe_ojo8PTTYChshf7YZgPfTtqkCcvSgwF_xZ3t9MzHybQX4pX-CC9f1HtWEsgHsWpnhARZerFpi1LLlAEp7xjkzA82QrW4Y5aWYJqejuyUFkRByJLus
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We are so proud and excited to announce our 
first ever Fin Fest Concert! Students can 
purchase tickets in the gym before homeroom 
every morning and during lunch on Thursday and 
Friday. Make sure to get your ticket this week 
because you don't want to miss out on this!

We are so proud of GSMS students, Ella Jones, Lewis 
Kakish, Charlotte Colvin, and Mirabella Matson for 
participating in the Optimist International Oratorical 
Contest! Local judges from the Gulf Shores/Orange Beach 
Optimist Club. First and Second-place winners, Mirabella 
and Charlotte, have the opportunity to compete for the title 
of winner for our zone in Lillian!

What a fun trip in the books! A magical time for the 
GSMS marching band, color guard, and choir 

A pair of all-state juniors from Baldwin County will 
represent their squads at the 28th-annual North-
South All-Star Game this summer. Both Foley’s 
Keiyonla Knight and Gulf Shores' Keyona Royal 
helped their teams record first-ever Final Four berths:

Zoom in to see great pictures from our Club Days at 
GSES! 

https://www.facebook.com/bcbealabama?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXfAoUZwxdz7SmuWCP3ZgIsdI9EB5rhIjwk56cyzPPe-oL4n8EHxinp71jGqe28lpYyLjf6rPo_rakLay3SlMY1LsLLqdidJrn6B_eYYnukjMDcrYo3tK9qjZ1AGMXGZkVqqx68e2eS5EGlqr1XpK2ZhZ7NoHbye_BODww_eaWnlP3Q84auXuzdytwKcbjhKIJ9BEzk2e1A_QgFjShCWtAC&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/FoleyGirlsHoops?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXfAoUZwxdz7SmuWCP3ZgIsdI9EB5rhIjwk56cyzPPe-oL4n8EHxinp71jGqe28lpYyLjf6rPo_rakLay3SlMY1LsLLqdidJrn6B_eYYnukjMDcrYo3tK9qjZ1AGMXGZkVqqx68e2eS5EGlqr1XpK2ZhZ7NoHbye_BODww_eaWnlP3Q84auXuzdytwKcbjhKIJ9BEzk2e1A_QgFjShCWtAC&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/GSHSgirlshoops?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXfAoUZwxdz7SmuWCP3ZgIsdI9EB5rhIjwk56cyzPPe-oL4n8EHxinp71jGqe28lpYyLjf6rPo_rakLay3SlMY1LsLLqdidJrn6B_eYYnukjMDcrYo3tK9qjZ1AGMXGZkVqqx68e2eS5EGlqr1XpK2ZhZ7NoHbye_BODww_eaWnlP3Q84auXuzdytwKcbjhKIJ9BEzk2e1A_QgFjShCWtAC&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/gulfshorescityschools?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXfAoUZwxdz7SmuWCP3ZgIsdI9EB5rhIjwk56cyzPPe-oL4n8EHxinp71jGqe28lpYyLjf6rPo_rakLay3SlMY1LsLLqdidJrn6B_eYYnukjMDcrYo3tK9qjZ1AGMXGZkVqqx68e2eS5EGlqr1XpK2ZhZ7NoHbye_BODww_eaWnlP3Q84auXuzdytwKcbjhKIJ9BEzk2e1A_QgFjShCWtAC&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
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Ms. Canan’s class at GSMS rocking their socks 
for World Down Syndrome Day!

Save these dates!! We are excited for the next season!

Ring design and fitting for Liam Bickham, 2023 
Swimming State Champion in 100 fly & 100 back. 

Let's help the environment by donating 
your Easter eggs to the K-Kids club at 
GSES!

This relay team of (L to R) Harrison Wright, Ethan 
Sharkey, Beck Montiel, and Mason Nettles just broke 
the school record in the 4x800 by over ten seconds.
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Congratulations to our ACTE Regional Fair 
winners! Priscilla Silva received 1st place in  web 
design block coding. Ana Guerra received 2nd 
place in web design manual coding. They will be 
competing in the ACTE State Fair at the 
University of Montevallo. Let’s wish them good 
luck!

Having fun with friends on the GSES playground!

At GSMS, we cannot wait for you to stop by to see all 
of the progress your student has achieved this year! 
You received an email with a signup link from the 
school so make sure to sign up!
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@gshsbaseball Coach Jacks and his senior baseball 
players attended the @mygulfcoastchamber First 
Friday Forum yesterday to network and learn about 
our community. Thank you to @kray413 for hosting 
them and providing this great leadership opportunity! 

Alexandra celebrates reaching 100 points in 
iReady! She is up to 75 in Math with a goal of 
reaching 100 before the end of the school year. 
This 2nd grader is all about “Beginning with the 
End in Mind”!

We are excited about our 8th grade happening 
this month!

GSHS Band is excited to start planning for the next 
season! Parents mark your calendar!

https://www.instagram.com/_u/gshsbaseball?fbclid=IwAR0s3oXOpxh1qDvRAoh-gp1RWjKUf0lEfUtf2L7l6DiPUmxfv94v1vJM-U8_aem_AXPTqC63BLNc3H7vc3kPvidvqHwshUxlrHsdw1khf28doIBetqTYUYxkI3rpQsY3hPIOPOzNlIgdHWh4EwJjnK0h
https://www.instagram.com/_u/mygulfcoastchamber?fbclid=IwAR1XjckHY1ccogl1EXFYSoENSpQqwQZUU5XgFf6YDkoMqCcckpYSs-pC0ok_aem_AXPr-LjEjUR8wbfCfDRfhrmbPq1sGgtBFFGxVEvtVdzvKnuQTVON7aSwysdFgyliB5QxpaEiKUWLUdtQ_H6MQhVS
https://www.instagram.com/_u/kray413?fbclid=IwAR0N1GiGdfHHkudp_gLFtS_DK5GCd1H10H3tSzs78QovUeQYOQKMk5XK72Q_aem_AXOCHG1oNx7sjgsZM4fWau-E8mK-uQmUxqs9er3-CJrMEJ2VnLyxwlm1nsIpiQQeQApohriOD9ieqAazD0jvPPde
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The Steffek brothers at GSMS gave our admin a little bit of a break by taking over their duties. From teacher 
observations to making sure the halls were clear after the bell rang, they kept the school running smoothly during 
their overtaking!

A Taste of Child Nutrition: Food Tasting Day "The Latin Way"! Tanya Hill and the CNP team even went 
out in carline to deliver some samples!

Thank you, Kiwanis Club of Gulf Shores for 
your generous donation to this year's Island 
Special Olympics! We appreciate all you do 
to support children in our community!

https://www.facebook.com/gulfshoreskiwanis?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUP5qzlSjKQZid7WUnnqnvgzmydOiqA5rPuoe1jazW3S7BIXQShilIeIew_lHkDVh3LcEatATXWC0VxqNr4DtldoIT7ufv6Mh94PCF25gyLU7_mhYjtOoVAchiX1NvMnvOBB04f1y-OJ9ZlVEGC49ppN6Qd6HneAC1PyVm-noebjucwtsEm0ERr8e73hbQG_yM&__tn__=-%5DK-R


With his sights set on the Coast Guard, Gulf Shores 
state champion swimmer Liam Bickham is getting his 
feet wet with the Gulf Shores Beach Rescue unit. In 
his second week on the job, he recorded his first four 
saves in one shift. As the Dolphin senior continues to 
rely on his training while running toward danger 
instead of away from it, Bickham feels that’s just part 
of life.
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Several of our students at GSMS competed in the Alabama Consortium Technology in Education Regional Fair at the 
University of South Alabama. The students completed projects in different areas of technology in Ms. Brewer's 
Computer Science class. They competed against schools from 5 different countries in Southwest Alabama. We are so 
proud of these students and how well they represented our school and community!

GSMS boys soccer season came to an end this weekend after advancing to the semifinal round of the annual St 
Luke’s Tournament. The boys finished their season with a 8-2-2 overall record! We are so proud of the boys and all 
of their hard work! Go Dolphins!

https://www.facebook.com/GulfShoresHS?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZW6YtHCkvceEPu-w0SAZfhkoH5d6vBQyGzY6FnysI9RMlniA3WTbIQLscJpVW-k01z5RY1VZEWgdyWh3qZGV-LViadUp3gtkvI5E3QqB1luGLoJHyUwAckpaFhQwlPyk8OifBos8hMEw0AVZriQpKA0EGrmxlfmvYIwWD04G_EGpx6KSm78E9pKZ6_KTQYpGftauwPS1RM9z4UX_JFhpdFf&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100072122724516&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZW6YtHCkvceEPu-w0SAZfhkoH5d6vBQyGzY6FnysI9RMlniA3WTbIQLscJpVW-k01z5RY1VZEWgdyWh3qZGV-LViadUp3gtkvI5E3QqB1luGLoJHyUwAckpaFhQwlPyk8OifBos8hMEw0AVZriQpKA0EGrmxlfmvYIwWD04G_EGpx6KSm78E9pKZ6_KTQYpGftauwPS1RM9z4UX_JFhpdFf&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/gulfshorescityschools?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZW6YtHCkvceEPu-w0SAZfhkoH5d6vBQyGzY6FnysI9RMlniA3WTbIQLscJpVW-k01z5RY1VZEWgdyWh3qZGV-LViadUp3gtkvI5E3QqB1luGLoJHyUwAckpaFhQwlPyk8OifBos8hMEw0AVZriQpKA0EGrmxlfmvYIwWD04G_EGpx6KSm78E9pKZ6_KTQYpGftauwPS1RM9z4UX_JFhpdFf&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/cityofgulfshoresal?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZW6YtHCkvceEPu-w0SAZfhkoH5d6vBQyGzY6FnysI9RMlniA3WTbIQLscJpVW-k01z5RY1VZEWgdyWh3qZGV-LViadUp3gtkvI5E3QqB1luGLoJHyUwAckpaFhQwlPyk8OifBos8hMEw0AVZriQpKA0EGrmxlfmvYIwWD04G_EGpx6KSm78E9pKZ6_KTQYpGftauwPS1RM9z4UX_JFhpdFf&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/gulfshoresfirerescue?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZW6YtHCkvceEPu-w0SAZfhkoH5d6vBQyGzY6FnysI9RMlniA3WTbIQLscJpVW-k01z5RY1VZEWgdyWh3qZGV-LViadUp3gtkvI5E3QqB1luGLoJHyUwAckpaFhQwlPyk8OifBos8hMEw0AVZriQpKA0EGrmxlfmvYIwWD04G_EGpx6KSm78E9pKZ6_KTQYpGftauwPS1RM9z4UX_JFhpdFf&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/DolphinAthleticClub?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZW6YtHCkvceEPu-w0SAZfhkoH5d6vBQyGzY6FnysI9RMlniA3WTbIQLscJpVW-k01z5RY1VZEWgdyWh3qZGV-LViadUp3gtkvI5E3QqB1luGLoJHyUwAckpaFhQwlPyk8OifBos8hMEw0AVZriQpKA0EGrmxlfmvYIwWD04G_EGpx6KSm78E9pKZ6_KTQYpGftauwPS1RM9z4UX_JFhpdFf&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
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Exciting things are happening at GSES in Mrs. Taylor’s kindergarten!!  The students are anxiously awaiting the arrival 
of our chicks!! 15 days left to watch them grow!!

Mrs. Shoemaker and her kids at GSES had a great trip to Alligator Alley today! The students were polite, kind, and 
represented GSES very well. It was an exciting day learning about alligators and their habitat!
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Coffee With The Counselors
Mark your Calendars! The next Coffee with a Counselor Series will take place April 30th and May 1st on all 3 
campuses! Please see the flyers for details and contact information!
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Small Town, Big Garden
What an impressive event at Gulf Shores High School.  Farm to table, recycling, composting, oyster, shell, recycling, 
organic farming, sustainability.  Their dedication to our ecotourism will help these students thrive! Great things 
coming from this group!
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GSHS: Scuba Team 

GSMS: Life Science with Schaff

The GSHS Scuba Team couldn’t dive due to poor conditions, so Down Under Dive Shop planned an awesome day 
of learning—beach dive analysis, gear training (learned how to take apart and clean regulator and properly clean 
other gear), and a brief intro to nitrox (enriched air) diving—and provided a delicious lunch! Thank you so much, 
especially to Elizabeth, for being willing to work with our students! Special thanks to Mrs. Krista Fleming for helping 
with the trip and driving the bus!

Students listened to a chapter of biologist and author, David Haskell's The Forest Unseen: A Year's Watch in Nature. 
They contemplated humans' consumption of resources and our need to protect our natural resources. They know 
that in order to protect something, it helps to love it. And in order to love something, they have to spend time getting 
to know it. So, students shared a place or time when they felt connected to nature. Then, they spent time creating 
and exploring new trails in our wetland forest.

https://www.facebook.com/downunderdiveshop?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWFS1C9VJczeLxrmn9mxP2BK6UgbKLrltnfd94FGyfbBw9BlOEIfkDPi4vkJ1G5RHUDtk5DsumPP97gl8TTujyiUMfuzbtr2q9PLjAY0BNuwzsBDLyffm-GDf5wFApjE8r9osXq33CF-E_9qt49VFNkq8WCSeAcrH6HuR-tcLG8x-faHPyhZgsc3uWrhOVoTCc-3QmAfCtfWCCSDuxEyFKG&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
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Invent Camp from the Inventor’s Hall of Fame

Invent Camp from the Inventor's Hall of Fame is coming to Gulf 
Shores again this year! 

SECURE YOUR SPOT TODAY 

Register at https://www.invent.org/programs/camp-invention or 
800-968-4332 

Grades: K - 6th (this is the student's current grade for 23-24)

Location: Gulf Shores Middle School 450 E 15th Ave, Gulf Shores, 
AL 36542

Date: July 8 - 12, 2024 Time & Cost: 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM $270 
(before discount) 

Please send all questions to 

Camp Director: Hilary McKinney hmckinney@gsboe.org

GSES Summer Program

https://www.invent.org/programs/camp-invention?fbclid=IwAR08UJ-LKs4Q7sGcy66zt4lpwar7dWaV9BrxIfyqCGrkpRbt8lu5Ek0kdcY_aem_AdLFkiIl6G7N8LK6aINfkqRU54gzWhodMxPMMzM8sLmUAEDZajwSgGbRT_oNv7PlUUinWWaGak8fAHtp_-TRrwZJ
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GSVA: Board Game Day
K-6th grade GS Virtual Academy students enjoyed Board Game Day today at the Cultural Center. 4th grade student 
leader, Tristan Adams, did a fantastic job planning every part of this event and also provided the board games, 
prizes, treat bags and trophies! Thank you to all who came out for this fun, including our high school helper, Ava! 

The Lady Dolphins land three players on the 2024 Press-Register Coastal Alabama All-Region girls basketball 
team! Congratulations ladies! 

First Team: Keyona Royal | Height: 5-foot-11 | Class: Junior | Position: Forward | The skinny: Royal was the 
inside force in Gulf Shores’ run to the final four. She averaged 11.7 points and 9.6 rebounds per game and had 
106 steals.

Second Team: Maya Griffin| Height: 5-foot-7 | Class: Senior | Position: Guard | The skinny: Griffin played a key 
role in leading the Dolphins to their first final four. As the team’s point guard, she averaged 9.5 points, 2.4 
rebounds and 3.3 assists for Brian Sexton’s team. She also had 88 steals.

Honorable Mention: Maggie Myers | Height: 5-foot-7 | Class: Senior | Position: Guard

GSHS: Lady Dolphin Basketball 
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Dolphin Walk Spring Challenge
Congratulations to the winners of the Dolphin Walk Spring Challenge! Teams from all 3 schools participated in a 5 
week competition to get out and walk the school trails. The top winners from each school were Jeanette Hodge - 
GSHS, Ram Talantis- GSMS, and Tara Brown- GSES.

We want to give a special thank you to all of our amazing sponsors who donated prizes to all the winners. Thank you 
for supporting the health and wellness of our school community! These teachers are shining examples for our 
students. 

The Dolphin Walk Challenge is an initiative of the Nutrition and Wellness Committee. 

Kindergartners at GSES synergized 
at recess today to make a big leaf 
pile!
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GSHS: Applied Design College-
Preparatory Program

Rising Freshmen and Parents/Guardians of Rising Freshmen:

Gulf Shores High School's Applied Design College-Preparatory Program applications are now open for the upcoming 
school year. Please click the link below to learn more about the program and requirements and apply if interested. 
Contact Jessica Sampley with any questions: jsampley@gsboe.org. 

https://gshs.gsboe.org/.../applied-design-college...

https://gshs.gsboe.org/departments/applied-design-college-preparatory-program?fbclid=IwAR0Gs3ddyd-ZqUrDQ07PoaZEESnj2C0sgyetcQP4vNyqH5L1Yyridt2TYOE_aem_AdL_XOHgio_xXBZIbm6xAH__VUYAyrIrI7EdsfrADP07Pb7vP4jh277hanPCc7aoShX4J2aDT4cPCDsWzwzHRc_W
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GSCS: Vaccine Clinic - May 1st
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GSMS: Themed Camps 
Registration has opened for our July Camps. Each week has different options for students so make sure to see all 
that is offered and click on the link below to sign up before all the spaces are filled! 

https://www.ezchildtrack.com/gsboe/parent/

https://www.ezchildtrack.com/gsboe/parent/?fbclid=IwAR0qbABhX7BR22Qz5n8NADl_dbRMjn3zqyZUL8Gs-DZVn_zCSXWtJ35OhYU_aem_AdIG7BdqWGfWNhk8J-anWI-lyiBW2Z90P5kiCiljkmoUYkYs1RrSOye63zC5OB1yGT0eSwLSmF5I9g0gMugLOJX9
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GSMS: EcoCamp 
Registration for our EcoCamp opens up tomorrow so make sure you are ready to register your child for this amazing 
summer opportunity!

Dr. Hamilton's Marketing Principles class hosted a 
mock Trade Show today.  Students were asked to 
identify a business idea that would benefit the greater 
Gulf Shores area.  In completion of the assignment, 
students:

~ determined the name of the business

~ developed a motto/slogan

~ identified 2 services/products offered

~ established pricing of products/services (based on 
the local market pricing trends)

~developed an advertisement that would appeal to 
the designated target market

~ developed a sales pitch

~ created a promotion for this Tradeshow  

Winners from the event are as follows:

~ 1st Place: Giovanna Jones and Katherine Castanon

~ 2nd Place: Elisa Bruson and Eleanore Flaig

~ 3rd Place: Dylan Pruitt and Aiden Smalley

GSHS: Marketing Principles Class Trade Show 
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GSHS: Golden Apple Award 
We had some special guests from WKRG come to the high school to surprise Coach Boyd with the Golden Apple 
Award! Three of his students, Reece, Marina, and Addison nominated him and were able to be there when Bill Riales 
and sponsors presented the award. The piece will air later in April. Congratulations! Make Waves!

The race team is making their final preparations before loading the race trailer for the Toyota Classic in Huntsville!

GSMS: Turbo Dolphins 

https://www.facebook.com/WKRG.News.5?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVpgQBSN5Mc0VH--OAAyWki0_XuwKWqWiZNKf4ECmei7dyN09Ix_ucm33Tu4_jABfCO-8AM-UJhgUREQBq-bwikBJJDjx3pu-D9b6RbZXapq8vp2W30IbMreV5r-y5cZWEiOZKa3RakMWqhv_YXKzuq-kihBBbjPD1roze5XGgbWRAx8dLEBU602Kt8pChube8&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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GSCS: Take the Tuesday Tour 
 (High School)

Gulf Shores Groundbreaking Ceremony: 
New High School

Gulf Shores City Schools is providing the opportunity for our community members, parents, etc. to tour each of our 
schools to see the wonderful things going on in our classrooms. Our “Tuesday Tour” will take place on Tuesday, 
April 16th from 9:00am -10:30am at Gulf Shores High School. Visitors will have a chance to look inside our 
classrooms and experience the culture and innovation of Gulf Shores City Schools.  
To sign up, click on the following: Take The Tuesday Tour 

Gulf Shores is taking a step forward for educational development in the region. The City of Gulf Shores, 
in partnership with Gulf Shores City Schools, is set to begin a new chapter with the groundbreaking 
ceremony of the Gulf Shores High School. The groundbreaking ceremony for the new Gulf Shores High 
School will take place on April 26 at 10 a.m. at the construction site located at 21656 Coastal Gateway 
Blvd, Gulf Shores, AL, at the corner of Coastal Gateway Boulevard (County Road 8) and the Foley Beach 
Express.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsVIrOMeK6LnkXPQ5Ra8j18BuQBjTMOOsKcpMIuF4bpFhDUg/viewform
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GSHS Gives Back & Shreve’s Story
This is about as “feel-good” as it gets! 

Several weeks ago, I emailed James Salvant with Gulf Shores High School about a possible project for their Center 
for Applied Design students to help Shreve’s Story - Finding a Cure for Ctnnb1.  I was met with an enthusiastic 
“YES!!!!!!” and James and I messaged back and forth planning the initial details of the project. 

I asked him if they could take our off the shelf toy bumper car and make modifications so that Shreve could easily 
use it to have some mobility around the house. As sold it has two joysticks that were pretty complicated to steer and 
use and obviously weren’t going to work for her. A similar adaptive chair is $3,000 and insurance won’t cover it so 
this was a fun experiment for just 150 out of pocket. 

Mr. Salvant and his students were very happy to take on the project as part of the Gulf Shores Give Back program. 
The team brainstormed and came up with multiple solutions to the make the bumper car useable for Shreve.  The 
students were able to use their 3D modeling skills using industry standard software to create multiple solutions for 
the project.  Students used their prototyping equipment located in the Volker Center for Applied Design to 3D print 
custom controls for the bumper car. Students also used graphics printer to make stickers of Shreve's favorite TV 
personality, Ms. Rachel and put them on the bumper car. 

We came to Gulf Shores High School this afternoon to pick up the modified car and it was a huge hit with Shreve! 
She was able to move it forwards and backwards but I’ll admit we need to work on her driving skills. 

The students' design of only allowing the car to go forwards and backward with the ability replace the original 
joysticks at a later date was nothing short of genius.  Shreve was all smiles when introduced to the car and had a 
blast driving it for the room full of students. She only almost took out about 3 of the robots in the ring. 

Shown are pictures from meeting the students, a photo of Ben watching the 3D printers do their work, and come 
CAD drawings from their final design.  The project was sponsored by James M. Salvant and the students involved 
were Lucas Pruett, Noah TIffany, Ben Whatley and Jonnatan Batiz-Olivas. 

My husband, Brenton, and I are so appreciative of their generosity and innovation to create a solution for our sweet 
Shreve. Thank you!

Please consider donating to help us find a cure for CTNNB1 Syndrome: https://givebutter.com/hsC7RL

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61553902435143&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWpcNDOhndN7I9rRZQh8epN4aKKShBbA2GcWopJuWc6Vk-WPvda5YSYC9C4Mcb8c1fFMcgc63EmTk4bRVCHDBmtBprtL1xA0x1wbZy9p6eqBu-C1sTgmSwvj0VGK35gN7-8FB2tYFLubUy4S7_Yi1IzBd5e2DxEzFx-mhZNLFeKr_cBgLbHdThWBNHm_HUF_12WBpz4Wry6H240rzTxMlO8&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgivebutter.com%2FhsC7RL%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2rj1-XyEYRngNP1XZfNgE-kcg0b-d2_UQHHB7EQKV5KeSPPxZOhPIMy0I_aem_AXOeEDoZkPl8retUYYW54XCBxhMI554-HOPk7k91EFsuVxO4S0cXeBpZG1wV3IiCG-Bn-Lcpi6oBX5aqHma4ore_&h=AT1JvT-ByC085vpYDO6AJJYjgdqEMNUPLnsvJy9djR5xQ7MFmyIJJoyokPj8hiWoJFp-5qvvVYDBkyuM3o34sT9C4U77cbKP1N2dreiU7--R2ILvks8prpvxJ_zJAp1KuIe7fbF1_XP6H4s9RqTk8FQ&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5B0%5D=AT2WUYkDAwOKYvDqZxxIfZxqJyaCQHs_1k2UofbJpMaFmvmTAGGhXpWH-hoJSaLQZVlq7_G17ycELNqAkJ_44HIuZw2vAyVRPc4nHtgXeD9QKGX9wuy3g33gE7AzqcIbRPUmuf74tVCPxgYGpVYTOKBz8tfTosstNxa7o5m0ZAZkvKB5NX0JZ92udxa_vW48VYJHS39Q-tVqSRe1eVf2tAIQOzBW5xduXdMh
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GSMS: 2024 Estuary Corps Program
Attention all 6th and 7th grade students and families: Mobile BayKeepers and Dauphin Island Sea Lab have 
partnered to create an awesome summer camp for students interested in marine and environmental sciences. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: April 26th... $90 to participate all 3 days. 

https://www.joinacf.org/estuary-corps

GSMS finals are quickly approaching! Students can 
be exempt from their finals but must meet all the 
qualifications listed here. Reach out to your teachers 
if you have any questions about their final.

https://www.joinacf.org/estuary-corps?fbclid=IwAR0zRwwbsSnssw0M2ElI9IzySqk6ysGNzZ9jM-rUumtEWaQkuIfvlpf2mNM_aem_AbU1EY6qvJNvUDfC74fAfR5_1pzSqAKicoBIUe5qB_VyV8r3GttrElZTL6vlaNM-DuLNaJbWIa5y5smiKHMlzmIo
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Connect With Us: 
Matt Akin - Superintendent  
Stephanie Harrison - Assistant Superintendent                                              
Sandi Harris - Office Manager                 
Chad Green - CSFO                 
Marcelina Parrish - Human Resource Manager       
Chezley Neth - Data Management & Reporting Analyst 
TBA - Athletic Director     
Joey Drews - Director of Educational Technology & Student Support Services           
Beau Roode - Director of Operations 
Sonya Price - Director of Exceptional Education 
Carrie Barragan - English Second Language 
Tanya Hill - Child Nutrition Program Coordinator 
Randall Carlisle- Student Engagement, Transportation and Safety Coordinator                     Joe McAleer-Social Media 
Jessica Sampley - Career Tech Coordinator 
Karen Pearson - District Testing Coordinator 
Sara Parker - Mental Health Coordinator

4/4 BOE: Work Session 
4/4 GSHS: Farm To Table Event 
4/11 BOE: Regular Meeting 
4/13 GSHS: Prom 
4/16 GSCS: Tuesday Tour (GSHS) 
4/18 GSMS: Read & Teach Concert 
4/18 GSHS: All Shook Up The Musical 
4/19 GSHS: All Shook Up The Musical 
4/19 GSCS: Earth Day Activities (GSMS Field) 
4/20 GSHS: All Shook Up The Musical 
4/21 GSHS: All Shook Up The Musical 
4/23 GSHS: Senior Awards Ceremony 
4/24 GSES: Kindergarten Registration (new students only) 
4/26 GSHS: Ground Breaking For New GSHS 
4/26 GSMS: 6th/7th Grade End of Year Masquerade 
4/27 GSMS: 8th Grade Banquet 
4/30 GSMS: NJHS Inductions 
4/30 GSHS: Coffee With The Counselors 
4/30 GSMS: Coffee With the Counselor 
5/1 GSES: Coffee with the Counselor 
 

Happening at GSCS: 

District 
Elementary School  
Middle School 
High School 
Virtual Academy 

Do you have a 
suggestion or comment 
you would like to share 
with us?  

Connect with GSCS

GSCS Board Meeting Round Up: Too busy to attend school board meetings, but still wanna know more? Check out 
the episodes of “Board Shorts” to stay up-to-date. 

Tuesday, April 24th is Kindergarten Registration! We are so excited to welcome our new 
students and parents. Please remember, if your child is currently a PreK student at Gulf 
Shores Elementary, there is no need to come to registration day. Information will be sent 
out soon regarding enrolling current students for the upcoming school year. April 24th is 
strictly for new students coming to kindergarten at GSES. Please remember to bring your 
child with you as we will complete a brief screener with them while your paperwork is being 
completed. There are two timeframes in which you can attend. They are 8:30-11 and 
12:00-2:30. You do not need an appointment. You just need to show up at some point 
during one of those timeframes. Please be sure that you have completed the 24-25 online 
registration beforehand (before 4/22/24). It can be accessed at https://www.gsboe.org/
login/enrollment-registration In addition, please be sure to bring the following as they will 
be turned into our registrar: birth certificate, immunization record, and 3 proofs of 
residency, which can also be uploaded during registration (1 of these must be lease/deed/ 
mortgage), drivers license or official photo ID. If the student does not live with both parents, 
legal documents stating physical custody must be provided (Guardianship Documentation, 
Divorce Decree, Legal Guardianship, etc.) 

mailto:info@gsboe.org
https://www.facebook.com/gulfshorescityschools
mailto:https://twitter.com/GulfShoresBOE
mailto:makin@gsboe.org
mailto:sharrison@gsboe.org
mailto:sharris@gsboe.org
mailto:cgreen@gsboe.org
mailto:mparrish@gsboe.org
mailto:cneth@gsboe.org
mailto:jdrews@gsboe.org
mailto:broode@gsboe.org
mailto:sprice@gsboe.org
mailto:cbarragan@gsboe.org
mailto:thill@gsboe.org
mailto:rcarlisle@gsboe.org
mailto:jmcaleer@gsboe.org
mailto:jsampley@gsboe.org
mailto:kpearson@gsboe.org
mailto:sparker@gsboe.org
https://www.gsboe.org/
https://gses.gsboe.org/
https://gsms.gsboe.org/
https://gshs.gsboe.org/
https://gsva.gsboe.org/
https://www.gsboe.org/board-of-education/board-shorts
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDETtsEE8aqP-fapD747BAQ
https://www.instagram.com/gscityschools/
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