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Marquise Martin accompanies  his young
cousin, Pre-K scholar Teigan, to school for
Father Figures Walk Your Scholar to PAC
Academy Day.
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Greetings Families,

Can you believe it is almost November? The holiday season is rapidly approaching and this is the
perfect time to share quality moments with your families. What better way to do this than to
take advantage of the valuable workshops and events that are taking place here at the Village?
In November, parents of PreK to 4th-grade students can join us for our Fall in Love with Literacy
event on Wednesday, Nov. 1st.   I promise you it will be LIT!  On Wednesday, Nov. 8th, the entire
family is invited to bounce, rock, roll, and skate with us at Family Skate Night, and back by
popular demand we are hosting Community STEM Night on Monday, Nov. 20th.  Make every
effort to join us for this exciting evening of science, math, food, and fun!

I would be remiss if I didn’t thank the parents who joined us for our October events.  It was so
great to walk alongside you at the Making Strides Against Cancer Breast Cancer Walk; our
entire Village was thrilled to see all the men during our Father Figures Walk Your Scholar to PAC
Day, and we were elated to see so many of you at our Parent Math Series event held at STEAM.
While space does not allow me to list all our October events, if you joined us for an event or
virtual meeting, we are extremely grateful! Our aim is to get all of our families to Platinum
Status. Every event you attend makes your status go up and the more rewards you’ll obtain. Two
of our parents won $250 gift cards for participating in our September and October events,  the
next time it could be YOU!

We look forward to bringing you more informative workshops and fun events to keep you and
your family engaged.

Regards,

Lawana Powell



Why we
do what
we do....

The mission of Marion P. Thomas Charter School is to build culturally rich,
transformative educational spaces that cultivate successful, lifelong
innovators who use their passions, character, and intellect to better
themselves, the greater Newark community, and the world beyond.

MPTCS Parent University (MPU) is designed to help parents and
guardians become full partners in their child(ren)’s education.  MPU
works with educational institutions, community agencies, and
organizations to offer free courses, family events, and activities that will
equip families with new or additional skills, knowledge, resources, and
confidence. The goal of MPU is to increase parent involvement in our
schools and empower parents to raise children who are successful in
school, and in life.

Mission

MPTCS
P A R E N T  U N I V E R S I T Y

Vision



YOUR PARTICIPATION,
YOUR REWARDS

Platinum Level

Achievement plaque
Recognition at our Village Awards Ceremony
MPTCS Swag Bag (including T-shirt)

Entry into monthly raffle prize drawings
Entry into year-end GRAND PRIZE raffle drawing

10 events or more 

We want to recognize your commitment to your child’s
educational journey and honor your dedication with exciting
incentives.  Every parent event you attend qualifies you to
receive an array of prizes and recognition.

Certificate of Achievement 
Recognition at our Village Awards Ceremony
MPTCS Swag Bag (including T-shirt)
Entry into monthly raffle prize drawings

Gold Level
7-9 events 

Silver Level
5-6 events 

Certificate of Achievement 
MPTCS T-shirt
Entry into monthly raffle prize drawings

Bronze Level
3-4 events 

Certificate of Achievement 
Entry into monthly raffle prize drawings



Special Events &
Activities

Parents, and scholars in PreK
through 4th grade, are invited to
an evening of Reading, Books,
and Fun!  

We’ll have a special guest
appearance by the author
Virtuous Cornwall, interactive
activities, book giveaways, and
more!

To register for this free event
click here

Fun with Reading
We are hosting the Fall in Love with Literacy event for PK - Grade 4 students and families because we
believe that literacy is essential for success in school and in life. Reading and writing open up a world of
possibilities, and we want to help all children develop a love of learning. This event will offer a fun and
engaging way to promote literacy among young children and parents. There will be a variety of
activities for children including:

Storytime with author Virtuous Cornwall and book giveaways
Presentation from Newark Public Library and Excite Reading
Culturally-Relevant books for purchase from Source of Knowledge bookstore
Hands-on literacy activities
A chance to meet other families who are passionate about reading 

We will also provide families with resources and tips on how to support children's literacy development
at home.  I look forward to seeing everyone on November 1st.

-Tiffany Wilson, Director of K-8 Humanities

What:    PreK-4 Literacy Fun
When:    Wednesday, Nov. 1st
Where:    STEAM Academy
                    370 S. 7th St., Newark
Time:        5:30 PM
                      Food Served
                     6:00  PM
                      Program begins

https://forms.gle/msLvpvmrwyNeaLbCA


Special Events &
Activities

Bounce, rock, skate, roll!  Parents,
bring your family for a night of fun
at our 1st Family Skate Night.

For the reasonable cost of $10, up
to five family members will
receive skate rentals, pizza, and a
drink.  

Use the QR code or click here to
pay via credit or debit card, or see
your Family & Community
Engagement Specialist to pay via
cash.

HURRY, space is limited.  

My team and I are looking forward to spending time with
families for a fun event.  As we build a positive climate and
culture at our schools, it is important that we get to know each
other and cultivate community.  Looking forward to seeing you
at the rink!
-Anthony Williams, 
Managing Director of Climate, Culture & Safety

What:    Family Skate Night
When:    Wednesday, Nov. 8th
Where:    Branch Brook Park                     
                     Skating Rink
Time:        5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

https://www.paypal.com/donate?campaign_id=BR3U9KUD4A3A8


Special Events &
Activities

Back by popular demand,
Community STEM Night returns
to the Village.

All scholars, PreK to 12th grade,
and their parents are invited to
join us for an evening of science,
technology, engineering, and
math!

Our education partners, Liberty
Science Center, and Frasier Math
Solutions will be on-site to
conduct interactive workshops
and activities.

Please click here to register for
this FREE event.

What:    Community STEM Night
When:    Monday, Nov. 20th
Where:    MPTCHS
                      125 Sussex Ave.
Time:        5:00 PM - 7:30 PM

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScDCW3cEX1Xj3UxlscBbqySB94sYsX_8VilW_jApYXhO0m1VA/viewform


Workshops, Meetings & 
School Events 

What:    PAC & STEAM 
                    Early Childhood Advisory Council  
                    Meeting
When:    Thursday, Nov. 2nd
Where:   ZOOM link
Time:       5:00 PM

Parents of PreK to 3rd grade scholars are invited to
join us for an Early Childhood Advisory Council
meeting. Learn more about our Early Childhood
Education program and how you can become an
advocate for our school and scholars.

As a parent, your voice matters.  Please consider
becoming a part of ECAC.

Interested in becoming a Parent Representative for your
school?  Join us to hear more about the Parent & Family
Advisory Council (PFAC).  The role of  PFAC is to gather the
views, feedback, and concerns of the wider parent body in
order to advise the  Parent Board Representative, Ms. Toni
Ince.  Ms. Ince will be responsible for sharing the news with
the appropriate person(s), whether it is Superintendent
Mincy or members of the Board of Trustees..
 
PFAC wil l  play a key role in bringing home and
school together and ensuring parents’  voices
are heard.   

To register for the meeting,  please cl ick here.

What:    STEAM Parent & Family Advisory 
                   Council Meeting
When:    Wednesday, Nov. 1st
Where:   ZOOM link 
Time:      5:00 PM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84857035118?pwd=MHdlVHVQMS9HUFhVd0xKbHg1Yk9SQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84857035118?pwd=MHdlVHVQMS9HUFhVd0xKbHg1Yk9SQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84857035118?pwd=MHdlVHVQMS9HUFhVd0xKbHg1Yk9SQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84857035118?pwd=MHdlVHVQMS9HUFhVd0xKbHg1Yk9SQT09


What:      FACE time with PAC Academy’s
                     FACE Specialist
When:    Monday, Nov. 13th
Where:    Via Zoom
Time:       5:00 PM

               Lawana Powell, PAC Academy‘s Family &
Community Engagement Specialist, will host
a FACE to FACE meeting on Zoom for PAC
parents.

This meeting will provide you with an
opportunity to share accolades, and
concerns or ask questions. Ms. Powell will
relay updates about school initiatives,
updates, and upcoming programs.

To register for this meeting, click here.

Workshops, Meetings & 
School Events 

What:    Chit Chat with STEAM Administrators
When:     Wednesday, Nov. 8th
Where:    ZOOM 
                      Meeting ID: 876 7007 1442
                      Passcode: STEAM
Time:        9:00 AM

To foster open communication and
collaboration between families and school
leadership, the STEAM team is excited to
invite you to  "Chit Chat with
Administrators."

This meeting will provide you with a
unique opportunity to engage with school
leaders, learn about upcoming events and
initiatives, and most importantly, have
your questions answered and voice your
concerns and accolades.

Erick Silvestre
STEAM Academy Principal

Family
Community
Engagement

https://forms.gle/UXr2dAwW6Ju3RGhYA
https://forms.gle/UXr2dAwW6Ju3RGhYA


Workshops, Meetings & 
School Events 

What:      Parent Teacher Conferences 
When:    Thursday, Nov. 16th
Where:    All Schools
Time:       1-4 p.m. & 5-7 p.m.

In recognition of National Parent Involvement Day,
STEAM will host a Game Challenge Night. This event
coincides with Parent-Teacher Conferences.  After you
visit your child’s teacher or as you wait, join other
families for a friendly, competitive round of games.

Winning families will walk away with prizes.    

Parents, please make plans to visit
your child’s school for our 1st marking
period Parent Teacher Conferences.  
During these conferences, teachers
typically share information about your
child’s performance in school, their
strengths, areas of improvement, and
strategies to help your child succeed.  
Parents, you in turn, can ask questions,
express your concerns, and provide
insights into your child’s needs.

What:      National Parent Involvement Day
                     STEAM Game Challenge
When:    Thursday, Nov. 16th
Where:    STEAM Academy
Time:       1:00 PM - 7:00 PM



What:      Preschool Parent Series
When:    Friday, Nov. 17th
Where:    Zoom Link
Time:       5:00 PM

               Join us for our 2nd workshop focusing on
social-emotional learning (SEL).   During the
session, we‘ll provide Insights on how we
incorporate SEL Into our curriculum and the
positive impact it has on your child‘s
growth.  Our preschool leaders will also
discuss ways you can reinforce these
concepts in your child‘s daily life.

Workshops, Meetings & 
School Events

What:     Parents/Guardians Walk    
                   Your Scholar to STEAM Day
When:    Tuesday, Nov. 21st
Where:    STEAM Academy
Time:       7:45 AM - 8:00 AM

               
Calling moms, dads, uncles, aunts, grandparents,
cousins! This is an opportunity for family
members to celebrate their scholar by escorting
them to school.  After you walk your scholar to
school, please join us for a quick morning treat
with the STEAM leadership team.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqceyvrjgjHdSdCOi2xzR5C9RzvJxuE1BN


Workshops, Meetings & 
School Events 

Wishing all our families a Happy
Thanksgiving!  In celebration of this holiday,
students will have a half day on Wednesday,

Nov. 22nd and all schools will be closed on
Thursday & Friday, Nov. 23rd & 24th. Enjoy

your time off with family and friends.  School
will resume on Monday, Nov. 27th.

What:    Principal’s Corner
When:    Tuesday, Nov. 28th
Where:   ZOOM link 
Time:      5:00 PM

To foster open communication and collaboration
between families and school leadership, PAC‘s
Principal, NaTasha Nickerson, is excited to invite
parents to join her for the Principal‘s Corner.

This meeting will provide you with a unique
opportunity to engage with the principal, learn
about upcoming events and initiatives, and most
importantly, have your questions answered and
voice your concerns and accolades.

NaTasha
Nickerson

PAC Principal

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84857035118?pwd=MHdlVHVQMS9HUFhVd0xKbHg1Yk9SQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84857035118?pwd=MHdlVHVQMS9HUFhVd0xKbHg1Yk9SQT09




Invite Someone To Join Our Village!

We have limited seats available!e!



Salford & Co.

Have an idea for a parent event or activity? Want to
share feedback regarding a program or initiative?
Please contact us with your ideas, suggestions, and
opinions.

PHONE

MAIL

ADDRESS

(973) 621-0060, ext. 1010

mgriffin@mptcs.org

125 Sussex Ave.
Newark, NJ 07103

WEBSITE
mptcs.org

Michele Griffin
Parent University

Managing Director


