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Minutes 

 
SEDOL GOVERNING BOARD 

 
August 28, 2019 

 
 

Call to Order 
At 7:01 p.m., a quorum being present, Governing Board President Carey McHugh called the meeting 
of the SEDOL Governing Board to order on Wednesday, August 28, 2019, at Gages Lake School in 
Gages Lake, Illinois.  The following Executive Board members were in attendance:  Dr. Lonny 
Lemon, Dr. Jason Lind, Dr. Stephen Mack, Mrs. Carey McHugh, Mrs. Joanne Osmond, Mrs. Odie 
Pahl and Dr. Christy Sefcik. 
 
 
    Governing Board Members Present  

 Ms. Laurel Wilson, Dist. #1   Mr. Matt Jacobs, Dist. #73 
 Ms. Marcia White, Dist. #3   Ms. Alexandria Avila, Dist. #75 
 Mr. Sean Coleman, Dist. #24   Mr. Jose Lozada, Dist. #76 
 Mr. Nathan Karasek, Dist. #33  Mr. Shawn Killackey, Dist. #79 
 Ms. Angie Baronello, Dist. #34  Ms. Peg Larson, Dist. #116 
 Ms. Erika Cappert, Dist. #37   Ms. Carey McHugh, Dist. #118 
 Ms. Vivian Kueter, Dist. #38   Ms. Kathy Kusiak, Dist. #124 
 Ms. Joanne Osmond, Dist. #41  Mr. Jim Walz, Dist. #121 
 Dr. Stephen Mack, Dist. #46   Ms. Patricia Stephen, Dist. #126 
 Ms. Jennifer Haack, Dist. #50   Mr. Hal Sloan, Dist. #127 
 Ms. Odie Pahl, Dist. #56   Ms. Karin Lundstedt, Dist. #128 
 Mr. Tony Giamis, Dist. #68    
 
 
    Governing Board Members Absent  

 Ms. Marge Taylor, Dist. #6   Ms. Ellen Ipsen, Dist. #117 
 Mr. John Frendreis, Dist. #36   Ms. Jane Siegal, Dist. #120 
 Ms. Rita Benavides, Dist. #72  Mr. Tom Drake, Dist. #121 
 Mr. Scott Linn, Dist. #102   Ms. Dora King, Dist. #187 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON BUDGET 
It should be noted that a public hearing on the proposed budget for the 2019-20 school year was held 
prior to the Governing Board meeting.  The hearing was called to order at 6:32 p.m. and closed at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
 
    Exceptional Services for Exceptional Students 
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mrs. Carey asked everyone to stand and join her in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 
 Motion to Accept Agenda 

 Mrs. Karin Lundstedt, District #128, moved the agenda be accepted as presented; seconded by 
Mrs. Joanne Osmond, District #41. 

VOICE VOTE:            MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Motion to Approve Minutes 
 Mrs. Marcia White, District #3, moved the minutes of June 5, 2019 be approved as presented; 

seconded by Mrs. Patricia Stephen, District #126. 
VOICE VOTE:            MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 
RECOGNITIONS AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Introductions:  Governing Board members, Executive Board members and administrators introduced 
themselves.   
 
Employee of the Year:  Mrs. Donnan explained that the employee of the year for 2018-19 has not 
been announced yet, so that person will be recognized at the next Governing Board meeting. 
 
 
FIRST READING OF POLICY REVISIONS 

Proposed revisions to three policies listed below were presented for first reading.  Two of the policies 
required updates to the legal references section.  The other policy is a new policy that outlines the 
Governing Board’s authority with regard to incurring debt.  The policies will be presented for second 
reading and approval at the December Governing Board meeting.   
  2:20 Powers and Duties of the Governing Board; Indemnification 
  2:34 Incurring Debt New Policy 
  2:38 Governing Board Delegation of Authority to the Executive Board 
 
 
PRESENTATION OF FINAL BUDGET  

Ms. Barbara Watson, Assistant Superintendent of Business, highlighted some of the changes made 
since the tentative budget was presented in June.  Enrollment numbers have been updated, and ending 
fund balances for FY19 are best estimates, as the final audit has not been completed.  Ms. Watson 
referenced pages 18 and 19 of the budget overview, which provided an overview of the newly 
updated housing formula.  The new formula is a seven-tiered system that allows flexibility to cover  
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the various ways SEDOL uses member district classrooms.  She explained that although the new 
formula takes effect this year, housing credits are processed one year in arrears, so districts hosting a 
classroom won’t notice the credit until FY21. 
 
Ms. Watson noted that the Capital Outlay in the O&M Fund includes $4 million for the necessary 
renovations at Fairhaven School.  The Executive Board approved the lease agreement with Diamond 
Lake District #76 at its meeting on August 22.  The District #76 Board of Education will consider 
approval of the lease at its September 7 meeting. 
 
President McHugh requested a motion to approve the following budget recommendations: 

1. That for final budget purposes, total expenditures in the Education Fund for FY20 be set 
at $60,973,100 and that those expenditures be offset by tuition, district contractual and 
grant revenue, leaving a fund balance of $13,177,211; and 

 
2. That total expenditures in the Operations and Maintenance budget be set at $7,020,690; 

in the Transportation budget at $1,175,565; in the Debt Service budget at $467,900; in 
the IMRF budget at $1,451,735; and in the Capital Projects budget at $-0-. 

 
 Motion to Approve Final Budget    

 Mrs. Joanne Osmond, District #41, moved approval of the final budget and Executive Board 
recommendations as presented; seconded by Mrs. Odie Pahl, District #56. 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Ayes:  Districts #1, #3, #24, #33, #34, #37, #38, #41, #46,  
       #50, #56, #68, #70, #73, #75, #76, #79, #118, 
       #124, #126, #127, #128 

Nayes:  District #116 

     Absent: Districts #6, #36, #72, #102, #117, #120, #121, #187  
           MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
RATIFICATION OF COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT WITH SSSA  

Dr. Peggy Lynch, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, reviewed the executive summary 
of the tentative agreement reached with the SEDOL Support Staff Association (SSSA).  The summary 
was included in Governing Board member agenda packets.  She noted that a lot of work was done on 
the salary schedule to make the starting salary more competitive in hopes of filling and retaining 
paraprofessionals.  She credited Dr. Lynch and Ms. Watson for making it possible to accomplish so 
much.  The overall cost of the three-year contract is approximately 5% each year.  
 
 Motion to Approve Agreement with SSSA    

 Mrs. Joanne Osmond, District #41, moved the tentative agreement with the SEDOL Support 
Staff Association be approved as presented; seconded by Mrs. Odie Pahl, District #56. 
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ROLL CALL VOTE:  Ayes:  Districts #1, #3, #24, #33, #34, #37, #38, #41, #46,  
       #50, #56, #68, #70, #73, #75, #76, #79, #116, #118, 
       #124, #126, #127, #128 

Nayes:  None 

     Absent: Districts #6, #36, #72, #102, #117, #120, #121, #187  
           MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
PROGRAM REPORTS 

Report on Extended School Year Program:  Mrs. Laura Wojcik, Assistant Superintendent of 
Instruction, Curriculum and Assessment, reported that 479 students were enrolled in the Extended 
School Year Program, which was housed entirely on the SEDOL Campus.  She shared some pictures 
taken during the summer program; this year’s theme was amusement parks. 
 
District Update:  Mrs. Donnan read a prepared statement to provide an update on current staffing levels 
throughout the district.  She stated that she would send the statement to all stakeholders the next day.   
 
 
OPEN FORUM 

President McHugh encouraged Governing Board members to suggest agenda items for the next 
meeting scheduled for Wednesday, December 4.  She also invited Governing Board members to make 
any comments they would like to make.  No comments were made. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Eighteen people (17 staff and 1 parent) addressed the Governing Board, expressing their concerns 
regarding working conditions and safety issues at Gages Lake School.  One of the staff was Rebecca 
Slye, President of the SEDOL Teachers’ Union.  Ms. Slye concluded her remarks by presenting each 
Governing Board member with a copy of a Notice to Remedy issued by the STU regarding the 
working conditions at Gages Lake School and other SEDOL sites.  The following people addressed the 
Governing Board: 

 Brittany Reiser, Mundelein, IL  Michelle Clark, Twin Lakes, WI 
 Kimberly Carlson, McHenry, IL  Lisa Azzano, Beach Park, IL 
 Shannon Smigielski, Hainesville, IL  Cassidy Kushner, Libertyville, IL 
 Robin Smith, Grayslake, IL   Dennis Smith, Antioch, IL 
 Alex Letto, Gurnee, IL   Nancy Caravello-Dybul, Barrington, IL 
 Carol McCarthy, Lake Zurich, IL  Cathy McThenia, Wonder Lake, IL 
 Carrie Hollandsworth, Fox Lake, IL  Chris Berek, Grayslake, IL 
 Sarah Brezinski, Ingleside, IL   Rebecca Slye, Pleasant Prairie, WI 53158 
 Robyn Criel, Lake Villa, IL   Jeff Nussbaum, Morris, IL 
 
 
CLOSED SESSION 

 Motion to Enter into Closed Session 
 At 8:59 p.m., Mrs. Joanne Osmond, District #41, moved the Board enter into closed session 

to discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or  
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dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, 
including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body 
or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity and collective 
bargaining matters; seconded by Mr. Shawn Killackey, District #79. 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Ayes:  Districts #1, #3, #24, #33, #34, #37, #38, #41, #46,  
       #50, #56, #68, #70, #73, #75, #76, #79, #116, #118, 
       #124, #126, #127, #128 

Nayes:  None 

     Absent: Districts #6, #36, #72, #102, #117, #120, #121, #187  

           MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 

Motion to Return to Public Session 
At 9:26 p.m., Mr. Jose Lozada, District #76, moved the Board return to public session; 
seconded by Mr. Nathan Karasek, District #33. 

 
VOICE VOTE:            MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 
While in closed session, the Board discussed the discipline and/or dismissal of specific employees. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion to Adjourn 

 At 9:26 p.m., Mrs. Marcia White, District #3, moved the meeting be adjourned; seconded 
by Dr. Stephen Mack, District #46. 

 
VOICE VOTE:            MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 
  Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
  Doris Marcinkus 
  Recording Secretary 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
                                                                                            , President of the Board 
 
 
                                                                                           , Secretary of the Board 
 


