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Inspirational Eagles named at Leyden High School District




When the calendar turned to 2024, all |
could think about was that after many years
of planning, Leyden’s 100th anniversary is
almost upon us! We will be celebrating this
special milestone throughout the 2024-25
school year and couldn’t be more excited
about the events and activities the steering
committee of alumni and staff have come
up with including:

October 4, 2024

Community Concert

(Rosemont Dome, Parkway Bank
Sports Complex, free)

Sponsored by Green Associates

i Y

Dr. Nick Polyak

Featuring Jonathan Cain, songwriter and
keyboardist of the band Journey and
Tommy “Mugs” Cain. Consider this event
the ultimate reunion tour! Not only will the
Cain brothers and their family perform

a free concert for our community, but a
Leyden staff band, featuring East Leyden
Principal Dominic Manola and other current
and former staff members will open the
show. You don’t want to miss this!

October 5, 2024
Homecoming Football Game
(West Leyden Stadium)

Superintendent

Consider this weekend the ultimate
reunion! In addition to all of our other
athletic events that weekend, the Eagles
will take on Morton in the football game
and there are sure to be a few surprises
at the field that evening. Reunion groups
can request building tours at East or West
via the online form on our website and
there will be special alumni activities at the
stadium, weather-permitting.

Leyden’s
NATIONAL

AWARD-WINNING -o n e
Amazing Story

series continues!

Each month, Leyden shares one
of its many amazing stories on
its YouTube channel, featuring
students, staff and alumni.

To watch the latest One

Amazing Story videos,
scan the QR Code:
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Superintendent’s CorneTl

February 8, 2025

Anniversary Gala

(Donald E. Stephens Convention
Center, $100/ticket)

Sponsored by Sloan Valve

A formal dinner, dancing, silent and live
auctions with all proceeds benefiting the
Leyden Education Foundation, this is sure
to be a special evening with friends. All
proceeds will help support scholarships
for current and future Leyden students.

To purchase  [w]Ep

May 17, 2025

Family Picnic

(East Leyden grounds, free)
Sponsored by SPM Architects

Calling all current and future Eagles and
families! Plan on a casual daytime event
featuring a cookout and plenty of family
friendly activities. We will work with our
elementary partner districts to mark

the end of the 100th Anniversary by
welcoming in the newest Leyden Eagles.

This yearlong celebration also features

an original Leyden video documentary,

a traveling artifact exhibit, and numerous
themed student performances and
concerts. The best way to connect with
us about all of the festivities coming up
this next year is to visit our dedicated web
page (www.leyden212.org/anniversary)

or facebook page, and subscribe to our
email notification list.

This upcoming year really is the year

of Leyden Pride, and gives our entire
community, from students, parents, staff,
alumni and all residents the opportunity to
join together to celebrate the connection
between us alll

With Leyden Pride,
Nick Polyak

To access this newsletter
electronically as text-only for easy
translation, please scan the QR

Code. Share with someone you
know who speaks a language
other than English or Spanish.




Nnew.
assistant superintendents

Dr. Brian Mahoney,

Leyden’s Board of Education
announced the transition

of Dr. Brian Mahoney from
assistant superintendent of
curriculum and instruction to
assistant superintendent of
human resources. Mahoney
has been with Leyden since
2020, and has also served as
the assistant superintendent of
student services.

Wi
Mahoney will begin his new

role on July 1. He fills the vacancy left by Dr. Tatiana Bonuma,
who has been with Leyden since 2007, and has accepted a
superintendent’s position with Maine Township High School
District 207.

“Brian is a proven leader and has built amazing relationships
here at Leyden,” said Superintendent Dr. Nick Polyak. “l am
excited to see him take on this new challenge and to continue
the great work that has been done by Tatiana.”

Dr. Dominic Manola,

Leyden’s Board of Education
announces the transition of

Dr. Dominic Manola from East
Leyden principal to assistant
superintendent of curriculum
and instruction, effective July 1.
Manola has 10 years of
service at Leyden, including
roles as principal, activities
director, social studies teacher,
and director of community
outreach. He also worked at
Lake Park High School as
principal, assistant principal and director of student activities.

“People often ask what | love about Leyden, and my answer
always remains the same; Leyden is an incredible place,” said
Manola. “Our students, our staff, and our families are amazing!
Leyden is foundational to who | am as an educator and leader,
and | am beyond grateful for this opportunity to give back to our
community in this new role.”

Levaenmusicdepart
earns national -recogr

Leyden’s special concert event at the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra Hall this past June earned the music department

a 2023 Advocacy in Action National Community Involvement
Award. This prestigious award honors achievements in music
education and is presented by Music for All. Partner schools
Hester, Lincoln, Rhodes and Rosemont, were also included in
the summer concert event and in this special recognition.

“l am particularly pleased that thejproject earning our third
National Best Community Engagement Project Award, “A Night
at Orchestra Hall,” involvedinot only all of our Leyden Band,
Choir, and Orchestra students, but also includes and celebrates
our Partner School music students and the dedicated music
teachers from Hester, Lincoln, Rhodes, and Rosemont Schools;”
said Leyden Band Director and Music Department Chair Bryan
Miller. “When envisioning this project, a major goal was to help
inspire and reinvigorate our Partner School music students in a
way their families could actively share in. The resulting support
from all of our community music families was overwhelming!”

As a recognized school, Leyden will be featured on Music for
All’s Advocacy in Action Archive, where our events and ideas will
be available for music educators to emulate around the country.
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Chicago-O’!-lare F_iotary and Leyden
"“melnspirational Eagles

On March 5, the Chicago-O’Hare
Rotary, in partnership with Leyden
High School District 212, honored
twelve students in its ninth annual
Inspirational Eagle Awards. The
purpose of these awards are to expand
what is “typically” acknowledged in
terms of academics, and instead to
honor students for accomplishments
in improving or maintaining academic
excellence, attendance, behavior and
overall citizenship. Congratulations
Inspirational Eagles!

EAST STUDENTS:

Jocelyn
Delgado

Nominated by:
Emilie Reynolds

Jocelyn credits
Leyden with helping
her stay in school
and not drop out
when things got
tough in her life.
She has been
through a lot since
her freshman year here at Leyden and started
out as a student who didn’t really take her
education seriously. When her mom got sick,
things drastically changed in Jocelyn’s life and
she just kept trying to make it all work through
the challenges. She wants to prove that
students who go through problems at home
still have a high chance of success if they try,
learn to accept help, and stay motivated.

Jocelyn would like to recognize Ms. Luna for
her mental and physical support and also
credits Mrs. Renolds, Mrs. Gagliardi, Mrs.
Black-Foltin, Mrs. Majchrowicz as impactful
on her journey

Nicoll Cano
Gomez

Nominated by:
Diana Bonilla

Nicoll has been
inthe U.S. just a
little more than

one year, having
arrived in Texas as
an unaccompanied
minor in the fall of
2022. It was very
difficult for her at first, being away from her
family who remained in Nicaragua, while
also spending one and half months trying to
make her way to Chicago by proving she had

relatives in the area - All while being alone and
not knowing English! She shares that during
that time, she wanted to give up and go
home, but found the strength to persevere.

Nicoll carries herself with a great comfort of
who she is and is relentlessly pursuing her
dream to graduate Leyden and build a career
in biological engineering and is grateful for
this country and Leyden’s role in helping

her make that happen.She would like to
recognize Ms. Bonilla for nominating her and
is still very surprised but grateful that she still
believes in her.

Owen Kelly

Nominated by:
Michael Matticks

Owen is a stellar
athlete who
experienced
incredible success
and devastating
hardship during

his time on the
Leyden swimming
team. A dedicated
swimmer for 12 years, he worked his way

up on the team, was kicked off for making
“bad” choices, and is working his way back
up through hard work, focus and dedication.
He is eating right, training, and is now team
captain and is close to a school record.

For him, swimming is a strong motivator for
discipline, keeping him focused on his school
work and making better choices in his life.
Owen proves it’s never too late to start again.

Owen would like to recognize Coach Cook,
who saw his potential, believed in him, and
helped him through so much that it’s only
possible to call him family. And, he wouldn’t
be eligible for this award without Mr. Matticks.
He’s been taking gambles and showing Owen
his true potential this year rather than fading
into the pack. He feels he owes part of this
award to him.

Jared Rios
Nominated by:

llija Sisarica

Jared came to the
U.S. in 2018 from
Lima, Peru, for what
his parents remind
him of, a better life. |
Language has been
one of his biggest
challenges and
while he is a good
academic student, he struggled in his general
education courses to use and practice his
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newly acquired English language skills. He is a
positive person, and encourages others to try
their best - especially his peers who are also
learning the language. He has learned to not
compare himself to others, and reminds his
fellow multilingual learners to do the same.

He calls Leyden his second home, and is
grateful for all of the teachers, resources and
care he has found along the way. Jared wants
to recognize all of his teachers, and would like
to specifically thank Ms. Bonilla for helping him
be less shy and more participative in class, and
credits her for the person he has grown to be.

Yareliz
Rodriguez

Nominated by:
Denise Carrasco-Volk

Yareliz had the
misfortune of losing
someone close to
her almost every
year of high school.
Things would start
to get better, and
then she would
lose someone else. She didn’t have a strong
support system at home, and found herself
lashing out.

Last semester was Yareliz's best academic
one yet and she’s enrolled in the Nail
Program through Leyden. She leaves school
early each day to complete the program

and is studying for the exam. She plans

to enroll at Triton to get an associates
degree in business, and then her real estate
license. Yareliz would like to recognize Denis
Carrasco-Volk who has supported her
through her challenging moments.

Anthony
Villalobos

Nominated by:
David Gonzales

Anthony works hard
and puts all of his
energy and effort
into his goals - but
it wasn’t always
that way. He found
himself struggling
with anxiety,

stress, overthinking, and a general negative
mindset, especially in middle school. Anthony
turned things around for himself by learning

to focus on the task at hand and his larger
goals of getting good grades and being a
caring person. He has found motivation in his
success, which helps propel him forward, and
his academics have improved over time.



Anthony has his sights set on continuing to
maintain his high academic standards while
earning his associates degree next year, so
that he can get into a good college after. He
would like to recognize Coach Brad Henning
for teaching him the value of hard work, and
also shares that Coaches Stark and Cartwright
have been impactful on his journey.

WEST STUDENTS:

Kareem
Abdellatif
Nominated by:
Ms. Teagan Lyke,

Victoria Valentine,
Sabrina Treccani

For Kareem, routine

is very important,

and so he was

sad and worried

% when some of his
favorite staff left

Leyden. Since that time, he has been learning

to manage by taking breaks when he needs

them, talking to his teacher when he needs

help, and visiting the sensory room when

he feels overwhelmed. He starts every day

as a new day, and with a positive attitude to

continue working on his independence.

He was nominated by his teachers because he
sets a positive example for his peers everyday,
shows growth and determination, and has
blossomed over his three years at Leyden. He
knows he has made a great deal of progress
since 8th grade and is grateful for his teachers
here at Leyden. He would like to thank Ms.
Lyke, Ms. Valentine and Ms. Treccani.

Jeremy
Keathley
Nominated by:
Nicole Peters and
Javi Vasquez

Jeremy lives with
a disability that
challenges his
ability to move
and communicate
and creates
complications in
everyday life. He has grown up missing a lot
of school due to hospital visits and surgeries,
but he prides himself on his strong willingness
to keep moving forward. Jeremy credits

the staff at Leyden, who are committed

and determined to help him succeed in his
goals. To him, Leyden has been more than
just a school - it’s a place of growth and
transformation. The staff here go above and
beyond to make sure Jeremy has access to
the same opportunities as everyone else.

Jeremy speaks of a time that Ms. Peters
secured a strap holder to his walker so that
he could carry his own books and personal
belongings. At first, Jeremy was skeptical
about his abilities to transport his things, but
Ms. Peters remained patient. Even though

he admits to being a little stubborn at first,
Jeremy found the confidence to face his limits
and push past them.

Danielle
Legaspi
Nominated by:
Angela Waddell

Danielle is a
first-generation
| immigrant daughter

Financial struggles
and learning how
to live in a new
country were
challenges that tested and built her resilience
and determination. While her parents worked,
she took care of her younger sister, gaining
maturity and independence.

Danielle plans to study the medical field,
focusing on pediatrics, and become a
licensed medical professional. She wants

to make a tangible difference in the lives of
those in need, using her skills and knowledge
to provide compassionate care and support.
She would like to recognize Ms. Waddell,

for her unwavering support, guidance, and
encouragement throughout challenges, and
her help in achieving her goals.

Eddy Martinez

Nominated by:
Angela Waddell

Eddy was born in
the U.S. but moved
back to Mexico with
his parents at a
young age. He had
always dreamed

of studying here

so when the
opportunity arose,
he jumped at the chance. He left his family
and friends behind, moved to Northlake to live
with his brother, and started his junior year

at Leyden in all college prep courses. At first,
he struggled with learning a new environment
and language.

Through his hard work and dedication, Eddy
has earned a full scholarship to Triton where
he plans to study education and earn his
teaching degree in Spanish and History. Eddy
would like to recognize Ms. Waddell, who is
his counselor but feels more like a friend. He
can trust her, seeks her advice and counsel,
and knows she will always be there for him.

from the Philippines.

Hector
Morataya
Nominated by:
Anne Gruettner,
Angela Wadell and
Anna Szymczak

When Hector was
just a little less
than two years

a old in Guatemala,
his parents were
killed in a tragic
accident. His grandparents stepped in to
raise him and their relationship grew strong
as they were the only “parents” he had ever
known. When Hector was in first grade, they
made the collective decision as a family, to
have him come to the U.S. to live with his aunt
and cousins so that he could have a better
education and opportunities. This was so
difficult for him, as he was sad and scared to
leave his home and family.

Hector made a decision to view whatever

life threw at him in the most positive light as
possible, and to use it to make himself better
and to make those in his life proud of him. He
wants to become a math or Spanish teacher,
and hopes to return to Leyden to do that. He
has experienced the support and care from
each of them and wants to do that for the
next generation of students. Hector found it
difficult to pick just one teacher to honor, and
recognizes Mrs. Gruettner, because she was
so easy to talk to at a time when he really
needed that.

Jailene
Villalpando

Nominated by:
Anne Gruettner

Jailene is first-
generation and
recognizes the
sacrifices her
parents made to
ensure a better
future for her and
her siblings. It's a
part of her family’s story she carries with her
every day as a motivation to make something
of herself and take advantage of every
opportunity.

Jailene is a dedicated student who started
challenging herself when she arrived at
Leyden, taking more difficult classes than
usual for her. Through this, she found
confidence that she really could do complex
work and find success. Jailene would like to
recognize Mrs. Gruettner, who has supported
her throughout her challenges, is kind and
caring, creates an energy in her class (even
when it was remotel), and helped her build a
passion for the Spanish language and culture.
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TeacherHonored

Chicag

The Chicago Bears selected Leyden
Special Education Teacher/Vocational
Coordinator Kevin Mitchell as this
year's Classroom Legend. Mitchell
works with students aged 18-22 in
the district’s transition program, which
helps build independence for post-
secondary real-world living.

Bears Owner/Chairman George H.
McCaskey and former Bears defensive
tackle Henry Melton, surprised Mitchell
in his classroom and presented him
with a custom football and jersey,
tickets to an upcoming game and a
check for $1,000.

Leyden District 212 Board of Education

Board of Education meetings are in the East Campus Board Room

Mrs. Gloria Murawska
Vice President

Mr.Gregory T. Ignoffo
President

ws f p

Mr. Cesar Garcia
Member

Mrs. Sandra Boehm
Member

Mr. James A. Lima
Secretary

Joyslyn Maldonado
Student Member

Mr. Joseph Trevino Mrs. Lisa Anthony
Member Member

Adriel Carrera
Student Member
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Bears

“I’'m so grateful
and | am so
honored. It’s not
just me, there are
SO many people,
it’s a team effort
and | just want to
thank you all.”

Kevin Mitchell

Left to Right: Bears Chairman
George H. McCaskey, Danielle and
Kevin Mitchell and former Bears
defensive tackle Henry Melton.

“Kevin Mitchell is a winner in the field of
education,” shared Bears Community
Engagement Strategist Emily Rooney,
in the presentation of the award. “Not
because he accomplishes every goal
he sets for himself, but because at the
end of the day, he gives his best effort.
Kevin embodies what it means to work
hard, try your best, and be a leader on
a team.”

Mitchell is a Bears “super fan” and was
nominated for this honor by his wife,
Danielle Mitchell.

Leyden High School District 212 is an equal opportunity
institution, committed to compliance with all applicable
state and federal laws prohibiting discrimination. This
includes prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race,
color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, order of
protection status, sexual orientation, physical or mental
disability, homelessness and marital/parental status,
including pregnancy.

As required by S.B. 898, you may go to Leyden’s
website to view our budget at: www.leyden212.org

West Campus
1000 N. Wolf Road
Northlake, IL 60164

East Campus
3400 Rose Street
Franklin Park, IL 60131

Thank you to those who contributed photos to
this edition of the newsletter.
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Aguilas Inspiradoras nombradas en el Distrito Escolar Secundario de Leyden




Cuando el calendario llegd a 2024, lo Unico en
lo que podia pensar era en que, después de
muchos afios de planificacion, jel centenario
de Leyden ya casi llegaba! Celebraremos

este logro tan especial durante todo el afio
escolar 2024-25 y no podriamos estar mas
entusiasmados con los eventos y actividades
que el comité directivo de exalumnos y el
personal han propuesto,y que incluyen:

4 de octubre de 2024

Concierto comunitario

(Rosemont Dome, complejo deportivo
Parkway Bank, gratis)

Sponsored by Green Associates

o0 Con Jonathan Cain, compositor y teclista
| ; de la banda.Viaje y Tommy “Mugs” Cain.
Nick Polyak, Ed.D. Considere este evento como la reunion
Superintendiente definitiva.jrecorrido!No solo los hermanos Cain

y su familia realizard un concierto gratuito para
nuestra comunidad, sino que también una
banda del personal de Leyden, con el director
de East Leyden, Dominic Manola, y otros
miembros tanto actuales como anteriores del
personal, quienes abriran el espectaculo. jNo
puedes perdértelo!

5 de octubre de 2024
Fin de semana de regreso a casa
(estadio de West Leyden)

iEste fin de semana sera el reencuentro
definitivol Ademas de todos nuestros otros
eventos deportivos este fin de semana, los
Eagles se enfrentaran a Morton en el partido de
futbol y seguramente también habra algunas
sorpresas en el campo esa. Se puede solicitar
recorridos por los edificios en East y West a
través del formulario en linea en nuestro sitio
web y habra actividades especiales para ex
alumnos en el estadio, si el clima lo permite.

Continua la serie -o n e
Amazing Story

GANADORA DE
PREMIOS NACIONALEs d€ Leyden

Cada mes presentamos a un
miembro de nuestra comunidad Para ver los Gltimos
escolar de Leyden y compartimos
su historia. Nuestra meta es crear
conexiones entre nosotros, nuestras
comunidades y nosotros mismos.

videos de One Amazing

Story, escanee el
codigo QR: |0
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Carta del Superintendenizl

8 de febrero de 2025

Gala de aniversario

(Centro de convenciones Donald E.
Stephens, $100/boleto)

Patrocinado por Sloan Valve

Una cena formal, baile, subastas silenciosas
y en vivo, todas las ganancias se destinaran
a la Fundacion de Educacion de Leyden;
esta seguramente sera una velada especial
con amigos. Todos los ingresos ayudaran a
financiar becas para estudiantes actuales y
futuros de Leyden.

boletos para el
Gala, escanea el
codigo QR:

17 de mayo de 2025

Picnic familiar

(terrenos de East Leyden, gratis)
Sponsored by SPM Architects

iLlamando a todas las Aguilas y familias
actuales y futuras! Planifique un evento
informal durante el dia que incluya una comida
al aire libre y muchas actividades familiares.
Trabajaremos con nuestros distritos asociados
de primaria para marcar el final del 100.°
aniversario dando la bienvenida a los Leyden
Eagles mas nuevos.

Esta celebracion por todo un afio también
incluye, un video documental original de
Leyden, una exhibicién itinerante de artefactos
y numerosas presentaciones y conciertos
tematicos de los estudiantes. La mejor manera
de conectarse con nosotros acerca de todas
las festividades que se avecinan el proximo
afo es visitar nuestra pagina web dedicada
esta celebracion a (www.leyden212.org/
anniversary) o nuestra pagina de Facebook y
suscribirse a nuestra lista de notificaciones por
correo electrénico.

iEste préximo afo es realmente el afio del
Orgullo de Leyden y le brinda a toda nuestra
comunidad, desde estudiantes, padres,
personal, exalumnos y todos los residentes,
la oportunidad de unirse para celebrar la
conexion entre todos nosotros!

Con orgullo Leyden,
Nick Polyak

To access this newsletter
electronically as text-only for easy
translation, please scan the QR

Code. Share with someone you
know who speaks a language
other than English or Spanish.




nuevos

superintendentes asistentes

Dr. Brian Mahoney,

La Junta de Educacion de
Leyden anunci¢ la transicion
del Dr. Brian Mahoney de
superintendente asistente

de curriculo e instruccién a
superintendente asistente de
recursos humanos. Mahoney
ha estado en Leyden desde

Dr. Dominic Manola,

La Junta de Educacion de
Leyden anuncia la transicion
del Dr. Dominic Manola de
director de East Leyden a
superintendente asistente de
curriculo e instruccion, a partir
del 1 de julio.

Manola tiene 10 anos de

el ano 2020 y también se

ha desempefnado como
superintendente asistente de
servicios estudiantiles.

servicio en Leyden, incluidos
roles como director, director de
actividades, profesor de estudios
sociales y director de extension

Mahoney comenzara su nuevo comunitaria. También trabajo
cargo el 1 de julio. Ocupa la vacante dejada por la Dra. Tatiana en Lake Park High School como director, subdirector y director de
Bonuma, quien se ha desempefiado en Leyden desde 2007 actividades estudiantiles.

y aceptd un puesto de superintendente en el Distrito 207 de

“La gente suele preguntar qué me gusta de Leyden y mi respuesta
escuelas secundarias de Maine Township. 9 breg d 9 Y y b

siempre es la misma; Leyden es un lugar increible”, dijo Manola.

“Brian es un lider comprobado y ha construido relaciones “iINuestros estudiantes, nuestro personal y nuestras familias son
increibles aqui en Leyden”, dijo el superintendente Dr. Nick Polyak. increibles! Leyden es fundamental para lo que soy como educador y
“Estoy emocionado de verlo asumir este nuevo desafio y continuar  lider, y estoy mas que agradecido por esta oportunidad de retribuir a
con el gran trabajo realizado por Tatiana”. nuestra comunidad en este nuevo rol”.

El departamento de musica de
obtiene reconoclmlento nacm

en junio pasado, le valio al departamento de musica el Premio Nacronal de nh:‘"
Participacion Comunitaria Advocacy in Action 2023. Este prestigioso premlo
honra los logros en la educacion musical y es presentado por Music

for All. Las escuelas asociadas Hester, Lincoln, Rhodes y Rosemont

también fueron incluidas en el concierto de verano y en este

reconocimiento especial.

“Me complace especialmente que el proyecto que gano nuestro
tercer Premio Nacional al Mejor Proyecto de Rarticipacion
Comunitaria, “A Night at Orchestra Hall?, involucré no solo

a todos nuestros estudiantes de Banda, Coro y Orquesta

de Leyden, sino que también incluye y celebra la musica de

nuestra Escuela Asociada,Los estudiantes y profesores muy
dedicados ala musica de las escuelas Hester, Lincoln, Rhodes

y Rosemont”, dijo el director de la banda de Leyden y presidente -
del departamento de musica, Bryan Miller. “Al imaginar este
proyecto, un objetivo principal fue ayudar a inspirar y revitalizar a
nuestros estudiantes de musica de la escuela de tal manera que sus
familias pudieran compartir activamente. jEl apoyo resultante de todas
las familias de musica de nuestra comunidad fue abrumador!”

Como escuela reconocida, Leyden aparecera en el Archivo de Defensa en Accién
de la Mdsica para todos, donde nuestros eventos e ideas estaran disponibles
para que los educadores musicales en todo el pais, puedan emularlos.
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AQUilaS |nspirad0ras nombradas en el

Distrito Escolar Secundario de Leyden

El 5 de marzo, el Club Rotario de Chicago
O’Hare, en asociacion con el Distrito
Escolar Secundario 212 de Leyden, honré
a doce estudiantes en su novena edicion
anual de los premios “Inspirational Eagle”
o Aguila Inspiradora. El propdsito de estos
premios es ampliar lo que “tipicamente”
se reconoce en términos académicos

y en cambio, honrar a los estudiantes

por sus logros en mejorar 0 mantener la
excelencia académica, la asistencia, el
comportamiento y el civismo en general.
Felicitaciones Aguilas Inspiradoras

ESTUDIANTES DEL ESTE:

Jocelyn
Delgado

Nominada por:
Emilie Reynolds

Jocelyn le da

crédito a Leyden

por ayudarla a
permanecer en

la escuelay no
abandonarla

cuando las cosas se
pusieron dificiles en
su vida. Ha pasado por muchas cosas desde su
primer afo aqui en Leyden y comenzé como una
estudiante que realmente no se tomaba en serio
su educacion. Cuando su madre se enfermo, las
cosas cambiaron drasticamente en la vida de
Jocelyn y ella sigui6 intentando que todo saliera
bien a pesar de los desafios. Quiere demostrar
que los estudiantes que atraviesan problemas en
casa todavia tienen altas posibilidades de éxito
si lo intentan, aprenden a aceptar ayuda, y se
mantienen motivados.

Jocelyn quisiera reconocer a la Sra. Luna por su
apoyo fisico y mental y también le da crédito a la
Sra. Reynolds, la Sra. Gagliardi, la Sra. Black-
Foltin y la Sra. Majchrowicz ya que tuvieron un
gran impacto en su trayecto.

Nicoll Cano
Gomez

Nominada por:
Diana Bonilla

Nicoll ha estado

en Estados Unidos
poco mas de un afio,
habiendo llegado a
Texas como menor
no acompanada, en
el otono de 2022.

Al principio fue muy
dificil para ella, estar lejos de su familia que
permanecen en Nicaragua, mientras también
pasaba un mes y medio tratando de llegar a
Chicago demostrando que tenia parientes en
el area. {Todo mientras estaba sola y sin saber

inglés! Ella comparte que durante ese tiempo
quiso darse por vencida € irse a casa, pero
encontré la fuerza para perseverar.

Nicoll se siente comoda sabiendo quién es

y persigue incansablemente su sueno de
graduarse de Leyden y construir una carrera

en ingenieria bioldgica y esta agradecida por
este pais y el papel que Leyden ha tomado para
ayudarla a lograrlo. Le gustaria reconocer a la
Sra.Bonilla por nominarla. Ella todavia esta muy
sorprendida pero agradecida de que aln cree
en ella.

Owen Kelly

Nominado por:
Michael Matticks

Owen es un atleta
estelar que viviod

un éxito increible

y dificultades
devastadoras
durante su estancia
en el equipo

de natacion de
Leyden. Un nadador
dedicado durante 12 afios, que abrié camino
en el equipo, fue expulsado por tomar “malas”
decisiones y esta volviendo a ascender a
través del trabajo duro, la concentracién y la
dedicacion. Esta comiendo bien, entrenando y
ahora es el capitan del equipo y esta cerca de
batir un récord escolar. Para él, la natacion es
un fuerte motivador para la disciplina, lo que lo
mantiene concentrado en su trabajo escolar y
en tomar mejores decisiones en su vida. Owen
demuestra que nunca es demasiado tarde para
empezar de nuevo.

A Owen le gustaria reconocer al entrenador
Cook, quien vio su potencial, creyo en €l y lo
ayudd en tantas cosas que solo es posible
llamarlo familia. Y no seria elegible para este
premio sin el Sr. Matticks. Ha estado arriesgando
y mostrandole a Owen su verdadero potencial
este afio en lugar de desaparecer entre el resto.
Siente que le debe parte de este premio.

Jared Rios

Nominado por:
llija Sisarica

Jared lleg6 a los EE.
UU. en 2018 desde
Lima, Pert, en busca
de lo que sus padres
le recuerdan: una
mejor vida. El idioma
ha sido uno de sus
mayores desafios

y aungue es un

buen estudiante académico, tuvo dificultades
en sus cursos de educacion general para usar
y practicar sus recién adquiridas habilidades
en el idioma inglés. Es una persona positiva
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y anima a los demas a dar lo mejor de si,
especialmente a sus compafieros que también
estan aprendiendo el idioma. Ha aprendido a no
compararse con los demas y les recuerda a sus
companeros multilingties que hagan lo mismo.

Considera a Leyden su segundo hogar y esta
agradecido por todos los maestros, recursos

y atencién que ha encontrado a lo largo del
camino. Jared quiere reconocer a todos sus
maestros y le gustaria agradecer especificamente
ala Sra. Bonilla por ayudarlo a ser menos timido
y mas participativo en clase, y le da crédito por la
persona en la que se ha convertido.

Yareliz
Rodriguez

Nominada por:
Denise Carrasco-Volk

Yareliz tuvo la
desgracia de perder a
alguien cercano a ella
casi todos los afos
de secundaria. Las
cosas empezarian

a mejorary luego
perderia a alguien
mas. No tenia un sistema de apoyo solido en
casay se encontr¢ estallando de ira.

El semestre pasado fue el mejor académico de
Yareliz hasta el momento y esta inscrita en el
Programa “Nail” a través de Leyden. Ella sale
temprano de la escuela todos los dias para
completar el programa y esta estudiando para
el examen. Ella planea inscribirse en Triton para
obtener un titulo asociado en negocios y luego
su licencia de bienes raices. Yareliz quisiera
reconocer a Denise Carrasco-Volk, quien la ha
apoyado en sus momentos dificiles.

Anthony
Villalobos

Nominado por:
David Gonzales

Anthony trabaja
duro y pone toda su
energia y esfuerzo
en sus objetivos,
pero no siempre
fue asi. Se encontrd
luchando contra la
ansiedad, el estrés,
el pensamiento excesivo y una mentalidad
negativa generalizada, especialmente en la
escuela secundaria. Anthony cambié las cosas
por si mismo al aprender a concentrarse en

las tareas al momento y en sus objetivos mas
importantes de obtener buenas calificaciones
y ser una persona solidaria. Ha encontrado
motivacién en su éxito, lo que le ayuda a
impulsarse hacia adelante, y sus resultados
académicos han mejorado con el tiempo.




Anthony tiene la mira puesta en continuar
manteniendo sus altos estandares académicos
mientras obtiene su titulo de asociado el
proximo afio, para poder ingresar a una buena
universidad después. Le gustaria reconocer al
entrenador Brad Henning por ensenarle el valor
del trabajo duro y también comparte que los
entrenadores Stark y Cartwright han tenido un
impacto en su trayectoria.

ESTUDIANTES DEL WEST:

Kareem
Abdellatif

Nominado por:
Ms. Teagan Lyke,
Victoria Valentine,
Sabrina Treccani

Para Kareem,

la rutina es muy
importante, por lo
que se entristecio
y se preocupod
cuando algunos de
sus miembros favoritos de Leyden se fueron.
Desde entonces, ha aprendido a administrarse
tomando descansos cuando los necesita,
hablando con sus maestros cuando necesita
ayuda y visitando la sala sensorial cuando se
siente abrumado. Comienza cada dia como un
nuevo dia, y con una actitud positiva para seguir
trabajando en su independencia.

Sus profesores lo nominaron porgue da un
ejemplo positivo a sus companeros todos los
dias, muestra crecimiento y determinacion y ha
florecido durante sus tres afios en Leyden. Sabe
que ha progresado mucho desde octavo grado
y esta agradecido por sus profesores aqui en
Leyden. Le gustaria agradecer a la Sra. Lyke, la
Sra. Valentine y la Sra. Treccani.

Jeremy
Keathley

Nominado por:
Nicole Peters yJavi
Vasquez

Jeremy vive con una
discapacidad que
desaffa su capacidad
para moverse y
comunicarse y crea
complicaciones en

la vida cotidiana.

Ha faltado mucho a la escuela debido a visitas
al hospital y cirugias, pero se enorgullece de

su gran voluntad de seguir adelante. Jeremy

le da crédito al personal de Leyden, que esta
comprometido y decidido a ayudarlo a alcanzar
sus objetivos. Para él, Leyden ha sido mas que
una simple escuela: es un lugar de crecimiento
y transformacion. El personal aqui hace todo lo
posible para asegurarse de que Jeremy tenga
acceso a las mismas oportunidades que todos
los demas.

Jeremy habla de una ocasion en la que la Sra.
Peters asegurd una correa a su andador para
poder llevar sus propios libros y pertenencias
personales. Al principio, Jeremy se mostrd
esceéptico acerca de su capacidad para
transportar sus cosas, pero la Sra. Peters se
mantuvo paciente. Aunque admite ser un poco
terco al principio, Jeremy encontré la confianza
para enfrentar sus limites y superarlos.

Danielle
Legaspi
Nominada por:
Angela Waddell

Danielle es una

hija inmigrante de
| primera generacion
de Filipinas. Las
luchas financieras
y el aprendizaje de
cOmO Vivir en un
nuevo pais fueron
desafios que pusieron a prueba y desarrollaron
su resiliencia y determinacion. Mientras sus
padres trabajaban, ella cuidaba de su hermana
menor, ganando madurez e independencia.

Danielle planea estudiar el campo de la
medicina, enfocandose en pediatria, y
convertirse en una Profesional Médica
Licenciada. Quiere marcar una diferencia
tangible en las vidas de quienes lo necesitan,
utilizando sus habilidades y conocimientos
para brindar atencion y apoyo compasivo. Le
gustaria reconocer a la Sra. Waddell por su
inquebrantable apoyo, orientacion y aliento a lo
largo de los desafios y la ayuda para lograr sus
objetivos.

Eddy Martinez

Nominado por:
Angela Waddell

Eddy nacié en los
Estados Unidos
pero regreso a
México con sus
padres a una edad
temprana. Siempre
habia sofiado con
estudiar aqui, asf
que cuando surgio
la oportunidad, la aproveché. Dejé atras a su
familia y amigos, se mudo a Northlake para
vivir con su hermano y comenzé su tercer afio
en Leyden en todos los cursos de preparacion
universitaria. Al principio, tuvo dificultades para
aprender un nuevo entorno y un nuevo idioma.

Gracias a su gran esfuerzo y dedicacion, Eddy
obtuvo una beca completa para Triton, donde
planea estudiar educacion y obtener su titulo de
profesor en espanol e historia. Eddy reconoce a
la Sra. Waddell, quien es su consejera pero se
siente mas como una amiga. Puede confiar en
ella, busca su consejo y asesoria y sabe que ella
siempre estara ahi para él.

Héctor
Morataya

Nominado por:

Anne Gruettner,
Angela Wadell y
Anna Szymczak

Cuando Héctor
tenia poco menos
de dos anos en
Guatemala, sus
padres fallecieron en
un tragico accidente.
Sus abuelos intervinieron para criarlo y su
relacion se fortalecié ya que eran los Unicos
“padres” que habia conocido. Cuando Héctor
estaba en primer grado, tomaron la decision
colectiva como familia de que él viniera a los
Estados Unidos a vivir con su tia y sus primos
para que pudiera tener una mejor educacion y
oportunidades. Esto fue muy dificil para él, ya
que estaba triste y tenia miedo de dejar su hogar
y su familia.

Héctor tomo la decision de ver todo lo que la
vida le lanzara en la forma mas positiva posible
y utilizarlo para mejorar y hacer que quienes
estaban en su vida se sintieran orgullosos de él.
Quiere ser profesor de matematicas o espanol
y espera regresar a Leyden para hacerlo. Ha
sentido el apoyo y el cuidado de cada uno

de ellos y quiere hacerlo para la préxima
generacion de estudiantes. A Héctor le resultd
dificil elegir un solo maestro para honrar y
reconocer a la Sra. Gruettner porque era muy
facil hablar con ella en un momento en que él
realmente lo necesitaba.

Jailene
Villalpando

Nominada por:
Anne Gruettner

Jailene es primera
generacion y
reconoce los
sacrificios que
hicieron sus padres
para asegurar un
futuro mejor para
ella'y sus hermanos.
Es parte de la historia de su familia que lleva
consigo todos los dias como motivacion para
hacer algo por si misma y aprovechar cada
oportunidad.

Jailene es una estudiante dedicada que
comenzo a desafiarse a si misma cuando llegd
a Leyden, tomando clases mas dificiles de lo
habitual para ella. Gracias a esto, encontré la
confianza de que realmente podia realizar un
trabajo complejo y alcanzar el éxito. A Jailene

le gustaria reconocer a la Sra. Gruettner, quien
la ha apoyado a lo largo de sus desafios, es
amable y atenta, crea energia en su clase
(jincluso cuando la clase era remotal) y la ayudd
a desarrollar una pasion por el idioma espafol y
sus culturas.
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Maestro honrado

Chicago Bears

para la vida postsecundaria en el
mundo real.

Los Chicago Bears seleccionaron

al maestro de educacion especial/
coordinador vocacional de Leyden,
Kevin Mitchell, como una leyenda
anual del aula. Mitchell trabaja con
estudiantes de 18 a 22 afios en el
programa de transicion del distrito, que
ayuda a desarrollar la independencia

El propietario y presidente de los Bears,
George H. McCaskey, y el ex tackle
defensivo de los Bears, Henry Melton,
sorprendieron a Mitchell en su salén

de clases y le obsequiaron un balén de
futbol y una camiseta personalizados,
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“Estoy muy
agradecido y me
siento muy honrado”,
dijo Mitchell. “No
soy solo yo, hay
mucha gente, es

un esfuerzo de
equipo y sélo quiero
agradecerles a
todos”.

Kevin Mitchell

Left to Right: Bears Chairman
George H. McCaskey, Danielle and
Kevin Mitchell and former Bears
defensive tackle Henry Melton.

boletos para un proximo juego y un
cheque por $1,000.

“Kevin Mitchell es un ganador

en el campo de la educacion”,
compartié Emily Rooney, estratega

de participacion comunitaria de los
Bears, en la presentacion del premio.
“No porque logra cada objetivo que se
propone, sino porque al final del dia,
da su mejor esfuerzo. Kevin encarna lo
que significa trabajar duro, dar lo mejor
de ti y ser un lider en un equipo”.

Mitchell es un “super fanatico” de los
Bears y fue nominado para este honor
por su esposa, Danielle Mitchell.

La escuela Leyden del Distrito Escolar 212 es una
institucion de oportunidades igualitarias, comprometida
con el cumplimiento de todas las leyes estatales y
federales que prohiben la discriminacién. Esto incluye
la prohibicion de la discriminacion por motivos de raza,
color, religion, sexo, origen nacional, ascendencia,
orden de proteccion, orientacion sexual, discapacidad
fisica 0 mental, estado conyugal/parental y de falta de
vivienda, incluyendo el embarazo.

Tal como se requiere en S.B. 898, usted puede ir a la
Pagina Web de Leyden para ver nuestro presupuesto
en: www.leyden212.org.

West Campus
1000 N. Wolf Road
Northlake, IL 60164

East Campus
3400 Rose Street
Franklin Park, IL
60131



