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WON’T YOU BEE MINE?
A bee lands on an apricot blossom on a tree in Palisade. Hundreds of bees were going from blossom to blossom gathering nectar.

By ALEX ZORN 
Alex.Zorn@gjsentinel.com

Grand Junction Police Chief  
Doug Shoemaker was named 
incident commander for the 
city for the COVID-19 pandemic 
on Monday.

The Daily Sentinel asked 
Shoemaker what the week has 
been like for him and how he’s 
adjusted to the new role.

Q: What has been the most 
challenging part for you in this 
dual role and splitting time 
as incident commander and 
Grand Junction police chief?

A: I don’t know that I would 
say that this has been any more 
complex or challenging than 
it has been for any of  our city 
employees. We’re all working to-
gether to find solutions, plan for 

the future, and support our staff  
and our community. Certainly, 
an event of  this scale requires 
me to put some things on the 
back burner and prioritize and 
triage different issues, whether 
its related to Incident Command 
for the City or separate police 
business. There is a such a 
solid team in place that we’re 
all picking up the slack wher-
ever we need to. I actually feel 
quite lucky. For us, this type of  
incident highlights the strength 
of  our collective team.

Q: Even with your expe-
rience, was there anything 
you immediately researched 
or asked another agencies’ 
experts about?

A: I am very fortunate to 
have a large network of friends 
and colleagues in law enforce-
ment, and I do not hesitate to 

draw on their knowl-
edge and experience. 
This situation has 
been no different. 

I’m in daily 
communication 
with folks across 
the country who are 
dealing with the same 
issues. I’m constantly 
learning new things. 
Only a fool would say 
they know everything 
they need to know. 

My biggest takeaway from 
this incident thus far is a posi-
tive one; we have a lot of  really 
smart people who work for the 
city of  Grand Junction, as well 
as partner agencies and orga-
nizations in this valley. I don’t 
have to know all the answers, 
because we have a collective 
team with a lot of  knowledge. 

At its core, that’s 
the purpose of  the 
Incident Command 
System.

Q: What has been 
the most difficult ad-
justment for you over 
the past few weeks?

A: There are not 
enough hours in the 
day. As Incident Com-
mander, you need to 
stay up to date on the 
actions and activi-

ties of  the various sections in 
the system, from logistics to 
communications. That requires 
consistent contact, whether via 
meetings or emails or phone 
calls. It’s a lot to keep up with. 

Not to mention that the 
Grand Junction Police Depart-
ment continues to serve and 
respond to calls for service. 

That has remained among my 
top priorities, as well, not only 
for the safety of  our communi-
ty, but because I care about the 
well-being of  my staff. They are 
working so hard and adapting 
so well, I’m constantly amazed 
by their capabilities. I truly 
work with some incredible 
professionals.

Q: What are some positive 
things you’ve seen from the 
community during this crisis?

A: This community is incred-
ible. There is example after ex-
ample of  people showing up for 
one another during this surreal 
time. If  I were to put it in one 
word, it would be selflessness. 

In a time of uncertainty 
for so many, we continue to 
see people put others before 
themselves; from investing in 
local businesses by continu-

ing to grab coffee downtown 
in the morning, to ensuring 
neighbors have the supplies 
they need, to the kind notes of  
encouragement that have been 
left on my own desk. I know it’s 
a cliche, but it really is those 
things that make it feel like we 
are all in this together.

Q: What are you doing to stay 
active and productive during 
this time?

A: I look forward to some 
form of daily exercise. We’re 
fortunate to have a great 
workout facility in our building 
(with social distancing and 
cleaning protocols in place). 
My wife and I take walks each 
evening and hike as much as 
possible. Staying connected to 
my own health and my loved 
ones; that’s what makes me feel 
productive and grateful.

Police chief tackles top COVID-19 questions
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By ALEX ZORN 
Alex.Zorn@gjsentinel.com

Construction began this week 
at the Grand Junction Fire De-
partment’s new station, having 
received voter approval nearly a 
year ago.

The 2B First Responder Tax 
was passed by Grand Junction 
voters in April 2019 and will go 
in part to the construction of  
three new fire stations in grow-
ing areas of  the city. 

The first of  the three stations, 
Station No. 6, will be located at 
Horizon Park, a little north of  27 
and G roads.

Fire Department spokesman 
Dirk Clingman said the first 
phase of  the construction will 
be moving 9,000 cubic yards 
of  dirt to the construction site. 
With 10 cubic yards of  dirt per 
truck, he said truck traffic in 
the area should be expected, 
as well as additional noise con-
cerns.

He said the first phase is ex-
pected to take two weeks.

Among the highlights of  the 
new facility are that it will be 
the first station with an air fil-
tration system in its bay, which 
will help limit firefighters’ ex-
posure to carcinogenic materi-

als from the engine’s exhaust 
fumes. 

There will also be office space 
for an additional battalion chief.

Fire officials also addressed 
the timing in starting the con-
struction during the COVID-19 
crisis

“The Fire Department recog-
nizes this is a very challenging 
time. In addition to serving our 
citizens, we also have to move 
forward,” Battalion Chief Matt 
Carson said.

PPE DONATIONS
Anyone looking to donate 

personal protective equipment 

(PPE) such as gloves, masks, 
gowns and disinfectant supplies 
for first responders can do so 
at the Grand Junction Fire De-
partment.

Donations can be dropped 
off  in the bins outside the Fire 
Administration office at 625 Ute 
Ave.

Earlier this week, someone 
donated a box of  masks to first 
responders on the scene of  a car 
wreck in town. 

The Lower Valley Fire Pro-
tection District also reported 
receiving donated supplies from 
the community this week.

New fire station under construction 

By DENNIS WEBB
Dennis.Webb@gjsentinel.com

Hiker access to the popular 
Hanging Lake trail in Glenwood 
Canyon has been closed because 
of  the COVID-19 outbreak.

Access to the trail is closed 
through April 11, according to 
the website for reserving per-
mits to hike the trail, visitglen-
wood.com/hanginglake. It says 
the suspension of  the permit 
system is in accordance with an 
executive order by Gov. Jared 
Polis. 

Hanging Lake is in the White 
River National Forest. A paid 
permit system has been imple-
mented there by cooperating 
agencies in an attempt to deal 
with overcrowding, particularly 
in summer months.

The Grand Mesa, Uncompah-
gre and Gunnison National For-
ests said in a news release Fri-
day that the forests had “begun 
the orderly closure of  developed 
recreation sites” in response to 
the outbreak. Closures will run 
through April 30, after which 
they will be re-evaluated. 

“Temporary closure of  these 
sites will discourage dispersed 
recreation use by reducing 
congregation at trail heads, fa-
cilities and parking lots. The 
GMUG will not be charging 
day-use fees but will also not be 
providing public services, such 
as bathroom facilities, trash re-
moval and parking lot mainte-
nance,” the GMUG said.

One notable impact of  the ac-
tion is that Forest Service park-
ing-lot bathrooms on Grand 

Mesa that support activities 
such as use of  the trails main-
tained by the Grand Mesa Nor-
dic Council will be closed. The 
trails themselves remain open, 
forests spokeswoman Kim Phil-
lips said. The Nordic Council’s 
website indicates that it recent-
ly ended trail grooming for the 
season.

Rental cabins have been tem-
porarily shut down on other 
parts, including Lone Cone 
Cabin, Matterhorn Cabin and 
Jackson Guard Station. Notifi-
cations to renters will be made 
as soon as possible and refunds 
will be processed.

Forest visitors will find lim-
ited access for roads, trails and 
recreation sites, which is typical 
at this time of year. All camp-
grounds and visitor centers, 

and many trail heads and picnic 
areas are seasonally closed and 
will remain so indefinitely.

The White River National 
Forest also has begun closing 
developed recreation facilities 
including rental cabins, toilets 
and group sites, at least until 
April 30.

It has closed access to the Vail 
Pass Winter Recreation Area 
from Interstate 70. Access to the 
area from other locations such 
as Camp Hale is open, but patrol, 
grooming and parking lot plow-
ing services are discontinued.

Most backcountry access 
points and trails remain open 
on the White River National 
Forest, and people can visit 
https://fs.usda.gov/whiteriver 
for office and recreation facility 
status.

Hanging Lake, some forest facilities closed

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SALT LAKE CITY — The U.S. 
Census Bureau has released a 
report on the fastest-growing 
regions across the country, cit-
ing three Utah areas.

Wasatch County was listed as 
the third fastest-growing coun-
ty in the past decade, while St. 
George and Provo-Orem were 
on the top 10 list of  fastest-grow-
ing metro areas, the Salt Lake 
Tribune reported.

The Census Bureau released 
the report Thursday after es-
timating the final population 

count between 2010 and 2019.
Wasatch County, the home 

of Heber City, was the third 
in growth among all counties 
in the United States, growing 
about 45% from 23,525 to 34,091 
people, the report said.

St. George ranked fifth in 
growth among all metro areas, 
growing 29% from 138,115 res-
idents to 177,556. Provo-Orem 
was also ranked, listed as ninth 
among all metro areas with 23% 
growth, increasing from 526,885 
residents to 648,252.

3 Utah areas top nation 
in population growth


