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Parents may have a lot of questions about
the differences between high school and

college, leading to insecurities about what
will happen next. Below are questions that

families frequently ask about
postsecondary education and

accommodations. 
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FAQS:
What are my rights as a parent?  Under

FERPA families are surprised that “ownership”
of the educational data is now the students at

18, or younger than 18 upon enrollment in a
postsecondary institution (regardless of who is

paying the tuition or the presence of a
disability). So parents no longer have an

automatic right to see data such as grades.
Permission for that access needs to be granted

in writing by the student and still may not be
honored by the school.

What laws protect a child with a disability in
college? What are their rights? The

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act ensure

students with disabilities have equal access to
postsecondary education.  Although

protections exist, students have considerably
more responsibility in postsecondary education

to request their own accommodations. For
many students with disabilities, good self-

advocacy skills are the key to success, and
knowing their rights is one essential element of

effective self-advocacy.

What other supports will be available for my
student? Colleges are not required to provide

tutoring, social support, or personal care
assistance for students with disabilities. Many
colleges have campus-wide tutoring programs

and social opportunities to meet people and
make connections. Some colleges offer a wide

variety of support while others offer just the
basics. When touring potential colleges, it is

important to ask questions and learn about the
resources provided to students with disabilities

and all students in general. 
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  Preparing for postsecondary education
takes careful planning on the part of the
student, the family, school personnel, and
college or university staff. For students
thinking about furthering their education, one
step in planning and preparing for
postsecondary life is by visiting college
campuses.

Here are a few helpful activities 
for Visiting College and University
Campuses

Plan early and visit the school campus while
in session. It is best to visit while school is in
session. This provides the opportunity to
experience the flow of campus life, and many
campuses offer guided tours for students and
their families. If this is not possible, take a
virtual tour. Many colleges offer this option.
You can also view the college website along
with reading various blogs about college and
campus life. 

Talk to the experts. Students are the
experts, so when possible talk to them. Once
on campus, visit with students in the student
center, library, dormitories, and classes to
find out about campus living. Ask questions
about campus culture including academics,
social life, security, health and safety issues,
and sports. 

Visit a class in your intended major and
perhaps one of the required general courses
to get a gist of college classes. 

For Students Thinking About
Entering the Work Force

For Students Thinking About
Furthering Their Education

                  Check out these resources 
Starting with Me: A Guide to Person-
Centered Planning for Job Seekers
(National Center on Workforce & Disability/
Adult)
Research careers and their need in the
Occupational Outlook Handbook.
Or, for an interactive tool, try the U.S.
Department of Labor’s career search.
Getting and Keeping the First Job (FAST,
PACER)

Building a Resume: Tips for Youth with
Disabilities
My Action Plan
Example Resume

Kentucky Office of Vocational
Rehabilitation Assists individuals with
disabilities to achieve suitable employment
and independence. 
Job Accommodation Network Source of
free, expert, and guidance on workplace
accommodations and disability
employment issues.
Office of Disability Employment Policy at
the U.S. Department of Labor Series of
videos addresses various topics that will
help young people with disabilities navigate
the job search process.
Disability.gov The U.S. federal government
website for information on disability
programs and services nationwide.
CareerOneStop
Ticket to Work (OVR) Offers Social Security
disability beneficiaries greater choice in
obtaining the services they need to help
them go to work.

Visit the financial aid office. Make an
appointment with an administrator in
financial aid prior to your visit. Prepare a
list of questions ahead of time to take
along with you. A financial aid
administrator can tell you about student
aid that is available from the school and
other sources, and help you prepare a
preliminary budget of costs for attending
that particular school. If you are a student
with a disability, ask about scholarships,
grants and stipends available from Social
Security or Vocational Rehabilitation. 

Visit disability services. If you are a
student with a disability, visit with an
administrator in the Disability Services
Department. Have a list of questions
prepared to ask the administrator. Your
questions may include topics such as:
• Accommodations and modifications
• Accessibility around the campus 
• Health and safety options 
• Off-campus activities and accessibility

http://www.communityinclusion.org/pdf/to14.pdf
http://www.communityinclusion.org/pdf/to14.pdf
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
http://www.mynextmove.org/
http://www.pacer.org/publications/fasttraining/FirstJob/English/FAST%20-building%20a%20resume.pdf
http://www.pacer.org/publications/fasttraining/FirstJob/English/FAST%20-building%20a%20resume.pdf
http://www.pacer.org/publications/fasttraining/FirstJob/English/FAST-%20my%20action%20plan%20(employment).pdf
http://www.pacer.org/publications/fasttraining/FirstJob/English/example%20resume.pdf
http://ovr.ky.gov/
http://ovr.ky.gov/
http://janweb.icdi.wvu.edu/
http://www.dol.gov/odep/wrp/videos.htm
http://www.dol.gov/odep/wrp/videos.htm
http://www.dol.gov/odep/wrp/videos.htm
http://www.dol.gov/odep/wrp/videos.htm
http://www.dol.gov/odep/wrp/videos.htm
http://www.disability.gov/
http://www.servicelocator.org/
https://kcc.ky.gov/Vocational-Rehabilitation/programservices/Pages/Social-Security-and-Ticket-to-Work-Services.aspx

