
Parkland Community Advisory Council 
March 21, 2024 

PRESIDENTS    
Jennifer Jones     
Desiree Pascal 
 
ATTENDEES: Catherine Garon, Macklin Garon, Jen Jones, Sophia, Desiree Pascal, Evalyn Pirrotta, 
Vanessa Stauffer 
 
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES: Lilianna Schantz, Elsa Hoderewski 
 
SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVE: Marisa Ziegler and Chris Pirrotta 
 
ADMINISTRATION: Michelle Minotti 
 
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Jennifer Jones at 7:04 pm. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion to approve the minutes from March 2024, was made by 
Desiree Pascal and seconded by Chris Pirrotta 
 
PRESENTATION: “LCTI Presentation and Tour” presented by Dr. Lisa Greenawalt, Dr. Dipal 
Kapadia, and Dr. Darin VanNorman 

The mission of LCTI  is to provide learning opportunities that represent the evolving industries of the 
Lehigh Valley and prepare all students for their personalized career pathways.  Traditional students 
populate the building during the day, and in the evening the building serves adult students looking to 
further their education or receive additional certifications. LCTI’s vision is to strive for equity in 
education with opportunities for all students to achieve, serve, inquire, lead and innovate. 

Lehigh Career & Technical Institute is Pennsylvania’s largest career and technical school. Founded 
in 1971, LCTI today provides more than 45 skills-based programs of study and academic instruction 
for about 2,700 ninth- through 12th-grade students from Lehigh County’s nine public school districts. 
Those school districts are: Allentown, Catasauqua, East Penn, Northern Lehigh, Northwestern 
Lehigh, Parkland, Salisbury, Southern Lehigh, and Whitehall-Coplay. LCTI offers industry-relevant 
training and credentials for adults working in the Lehigh Valley and beyond. The school’s state-of-
the-art facilities encompass roughly 450,000 square feet on a 47-acre campus in the Schnecksville 
section of North Whitehall Township. 

Lehigh Career & Technical Institute is governed by a 21-member Joint Operating Committee 
composed of school directors from each of the nine sending districts. The number of committee 
members from a given district is proportionate to the market value of that district’s property, as 
determined by Pennsylvania’s State Tax Equalization Board. The districts’ school boards appoint 
their representatives. 

Many of Parkland’s students, who participate in LCTI, spend half the day in a traditional high school 
environment and the other half at LCTI.  Transportation is provided by the district. A major keystone 
of LCTI, and its overwhelming success, is focus on relationships was evident throughout the 
presentation.  As the CAC was led on an impressive tour through the various classrooms and work 



stations, it was evident the students are receiving relevant, timely training in an ever-changing world.  
This is in large part due to the constant communication, collaboration, and partnership among the 
industry and business leaders and LCTI’s board.  The curriculum and training reflect what is needed 
in the world today, which is why the job placement and future success of an LCTI student is so 
promising. 
   
SCHOOL BOARD UPDATE from School Board Meeting: March 19, 2024 
Student and Staff Recognition 
- Aum Purani, 10th grader at PHS, is the 2023 Congressional App Challenge winner 
- Tushar Mehta, 10th grader at PHS, is the 2024 National STEM Champion 
- Bethany Pepe, Family Consumer Science teacher at PHS is the Family Consumer Science 
Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year 
- Allison Figueroa, Music Teacher at PHS is the 2024 Yamaha “40 under 40” for Music Education 
Excellence 
 
Special Presentations 

• Mid-year review of the 23/24 District Goals - Staffing Presentations for the 24/25 school year 
• Summer School Program: For HS and MS students – the program will run from June 24th  to 

August 1st  
• Student Driver Education: Approval of the agreement with CLIU for the Drivers Education 

Program – no cost to the district 
• Bus Purchase: Approval to purchase seven 72-passenger buses and one 36-passenger bus, as 

well as six 9-passenger vans 
• Entity Budgets- Approval of the LCCC, LCTI, CLIU budgets 

 
Distinguished Alumni Event: Ceremony at PHS from 4-5 pm (free event). Celebration at Lehigh 
Country Club from 6-8 pm (ticketed event) 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
April Committee Meetings 

• AAA Board Committee Meeting – Monday, April 8, 2024 at 5:00 pm 
• P & F Board Committee Meeting – Monday, April 8, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. 
• B & G Board Committee Meeting – Monday, April 8, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 
• April Board Meeting 
• Board Meeting – Tuesday, April 16, 2024 – 7:00 p.m. 
• Budget Seminar– Friday, April 26, 2024 – 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m 

 
STUDENT REPORT 

• March is music and theater in schools month; in honor of the occasion Treble Clef reached 
out to to government officials to communicate the importance of the arts in schools. The 
spring musical, The Spongebob Musical, will run April 10-14. 

• String Jam was a success on 3/19 this year with students from grades 4th-12th performing in 
the high school gym. 

• Parkland Political Science group won 7 awards at the Model UN. 
• Basketball- The boys basketball team will compete in the STATE CHAMPIONSHIP this 

Saturday night in Hershey, PA at GIANT Center against Central York. The high school will 
be celebrating the team with a pep rally around 1:45 PM on Friday.  It will be livestreamed by 
the PHS TV Studio. 



• The annual PHS students vs. faculty basketball game is tomorrow night and will be hosted by 
Key Club with the goal of raising funds for the Pediatric Cancer Foundation of the LV. On 
3/27 the Parkland High School UNICEF Club is conducting its first-ever Water Walk 
Scavenger Hunt after school to raise awareness about the global water crisis. Teams will 
compete for prizes with proceeds benefiting United Nations International Children's Fund 
(UNICEF). 

• Post Prom Seeks Title Sponsor- The Post Prom Party provides a safe, fun, supervised 
celebration that takes place from 11 PM - 5 AM inside Parkland High School. The 
community’s contribution ensures this beloved tradition continues, giving our seniors one last 
night together while easing parents’ minds knowing their children are celebrating 
responsibly.   

• Spring Break: March 28 - Monday, April 1st.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: none 
 
NEW BUSINESS: none 
 
ROUNDTABLE: none 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: At 8:21 pm a motion to adjourn was called. Desiree Pascal moved, with 
Chris Pirrotta seconding the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Desirée Pascal 


