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G ra fton' s  P rocedures for

College Applications



S E NI OR ME E T I NG S

• Open for booking late August-
November

• Check Email for Microsoft 
Bookings Link (Early August)

• Graduation Requirements & 
Transcript Reviews

• Diploma Track Confirmation

• SOL/Verified Credit Review

• Graduation Seals

• Post High School Plans



T HE COL L E G E S E A RCH

KEY FACTORS:

• Location

• Type (4 year/2 year)

• Degree Offerings 

(Majors/Minors)

• Size

• Acceptance Rate

• Affordability

• Student Activities

Big Future College Search
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https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search/


COL L E G E  CRE D I T S

https://www.transfervirginia.org/https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-

placement/search-policies

https://www.transfervirginia.org/
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies


T H E C O MMO N A P P L I C AT I O N
• 1 Application for over 1000 

College/Universities

• Transcripts are Uploaded by 
Counseling Staff

• Letters of Recommendation 
are Requested & Uploaded

• Deadlines, Requirements, & 
Status Updates
• Early Decision

• Early Action

• Regular Decision

• Rolling Admission

• Deferment

• Denial
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https://www.commonapp.org/


RE COMME NDATI ON 

L E TTE RS

• Not always required

• 1 counselor, 1 teacher, 1 

personal

• Utilize Senior Info Sheet
➢ Quality over Quantity

• Request at least 2 weeks 

in advance

E SSAYS

L E T T E RS  O F  RE C  &  E S S AYS

• Not always required

• If optional, write it!

• Be specific, but be honest

• Have English teacher 
proof drafts

• Save essays for 
scholarships



C O MMO N A P P L I C AT I O N

2024- 2025  E S S AY P RO MP T S
1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their 

application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time 

when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the 

experience?

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? 

What was the outcome?

4. Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you happy or thankful in a 

surprising way. How has this gratitude affected or motivated you?

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new 

understanding of yourself or others.

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why 

does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you’ve already written, one that responds to 

a different prompt, or one of your own design.



C O MMO N A P P L I C AT I O N

FAQ S

If I make a mistake, can I delete or start a 

new Common App account?

- You may delete your account, but deleting 

your account is permanent and will delete all 
application data

- Before deleting your account, contact 

Common App for help to common problems

Which email address should I use?

- Use a personal email address that you 

check regularly and will have access to after 

you graduate

When should I create my Common App?

- Common App opens August 1st every year

- You can create an account and save answers 

to Common App tab questions at any time

- Responses to questions in your My Colleges 

tab do not remain year over year and should 

only be started if you intend to apply this 

school year

Can schools see to which other colleges I've 

applied?

- Your application data is private and 

will not be shared with other colleges



RE QUE S T I NG  T RA NS C RI P T S
• Seniors may request an official 

transcript online through Scribbles on 

the GHS Counseling Website.

• Transcripts may be sent directly to 

colleges and universities, scholarship 

organizations, or to the student directly.

• For colleges and universities not linked 

to the Scribbles network, students will be 

asked to provide a stamped envelope so 

that the transcript may be mailed.

• Fall ' 24 Transcripts will have 

GPA/Rank through end of 11th Grade 

AND Senior Classes around Mid-

September of 2024



SAT 

• Ask about Super Scoring

• https://satsuite.collegeboard
.org/sat/registration/dates-
deadlines

ACT

C O L L E G E  

(O P T I O NA L )T E S T I NG

• Ask about SAT/ACT 

Score Conversion

• https://www.act.org/

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/dates-deadlines
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/dates-deadlines
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/dates-deadlines
https://www.act.org/


OT HE R I MP ORTA NT  I NF O

• College Athletics with NCAA 

Eligibility Center

• Service Academies & ROTC 

Scholarship Deadlines

• ASVAB Test Dates (at GHS)

• FAFSA Application (Open 10/1/2023)

• VPCC Application & Transfer Options

• Vocational Certifications & 

Apprenticeship Opportunities

• Scholarships on the GHS Counseling 

Website



T HA NK  YO U F O R YO UR T I ME

Save this Presentation By Scanning Here:
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