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All general education teachers that have ELLs in their 
classroom must be trained on WIDA development standards. 
The state department has developed a new framework that 
outlines supports for ELLs. A manual has been provided to offer 
guidance for teachers and administrators who are working to 
improve outcomes for ELLs.

CLICK HERE for the Link to Framework              CLICK HERE for the Link to ESL Manual

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/cpm/EL_Framework.pdf?mc_cid=b255d2a23a&mc_eid=3522832473
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/cpm/ESL_Manual.pdf


WIDA English Language Development (ELD) Standards represent the 
social, instructional, and academic language students use to engage 
with peers, educators, and the curriculum in schools. The standards 
highlight the language needed to meet academic expectations. The 
five standards are:

Standard 1- Social and Instructional 
Language
English language learners 
communicate for social and 
instructional purposes within 
the school setting.

Standard 2- Language of 
Language Arts
English language learners 
communicate information, 
ideas and concepts 
necessary for academic 
success in the content area 
of language arts.

Standard 3- Language of 
Mathematics
English language learners 
communicate information, 
ideas and concepts necessary 
for academic success in the 
content area of mathematics.

Standard 4- Language of 
Science
English language learners 
communicate information, ideas 
and concepts necessary for 
academic success in the 
content area of science.

Standard 5- Language of Social Studies
English language learners communicate information, 
ideas and concepts necessary for academic success 
in the content area of social studies.



Academic Language
Students typically achieve proficiency in social language long 
before they have mastered a grade-appropriate level of 
academic language. A student’s ability to use language in 
social settings is not necessarily an accurate indicator of their 
mastery of academic language. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

It can take from 5-7 
years to acquire 
academic language.         

It can take up to 3 
years to acquire social 
language.  



Four Domains of Language 
Listening, Reading, Speaking, Writing
➔ The ESL teacher will focus on teaching skills from each of these 

domains. 
➔ Students are tested in these four domains of language using WIDA 

ACCESS. These domains are then measured to determine an oral 
language, literacy, comprehension, and overall score. 

➔ The levels of language proficiency determine whether students will 
continue to receive services and how much time of language 
intervention they will receive. See → Qualifying, Tailoring, & Exiting ESL 
Services 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YG1iJ1qDTnzWdvKqFMlKDGT7r-gL-jXPDMYMwL6nERc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YG1iJ1qDTnzWdvKqFMlKDGT7r-gL-jXPDMYMwL6nERc/edit?usp=sharing


Student Scores



Using Student Data for Instruction

CLICK HERE 
for Supports 
Based on EL 
Proficiency 

Level 

CLICK HERE 
to find ELD 
Standards 
by Grade

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y8Zod90a_uuAESzh_KLcUTzJ2knVdsQgjPpmKYP7xp0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y8Zod90a_uuAESzh_KLcUTzJ2knVdsQgjPpmKYP7xp0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y8Zod90a_uuAESzh_KLcUTzJ2knVdsQgjPpmKYP7xp0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y8Zod90a_uuAESzh_KLcUTzJ2knVdsQgjPpmKYP7xp0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y8Zod90a_uuAESzh_KLcUTzJ2knVdsQgjPpmKYP7xp0/edit
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/2012-ELD-Standards.pdf


Planning Classroom Instruction
➔ ELD standards already correlate with standards you 

are teaching in your classroom. Be mindful of the 
connections you can make! 

➔ Differentiated instruction, modifications, and 
accommodations are necessary for ELLs. 

➔ Provide supports for ELLs (more supports available on 
next slide). 
◆ CLICK HERE for an article giving 22 suggestions on

practical and efficient ways to support ELLs.  
◆ CLICK HERE for a site filled with strategies, ideas, 

recommendations, resources, videos, and news
pertaining to educators of ELLs.

➔ When planning for ELLs it is important to remember to 
create authentic goals. 

https://www.valentinaesl.com/articles-for-educators/22-things-educators-can-do-now-to-support-multilingual-learners
https://www.colorincolorado.org/teaching-english-language-learners


When planning instruction, feel free to use 
some of the below resources…
➔ Specific ELL Resources from the Dept. of Edu.

◆ DOE - English Learners
➔ Your student will have an ILP that is created by the ESL teacher. An ILP is an 

individualized learning plan that describes the academic and language needs and 
goals for ELLs receiving direct or indirect ESL services. This plan will include goals to help 
the student become more proficient in the English Language. The ILP will be updated 
every 4.5 weeks. Use the below documents to help you determine appropriate lesson 
objectives and goals for the student.
◆ EL Proficiency Levels
◆ Choosing Accommodations for ELLs
◆ SC Schools District ILP Template

➔ Accommodations, Modifications, and Expectations for ELLs
◆ Differentiating Instruction for ELs - Strategie…
◆ Expectations & Accommodations Based on EL Profi…
◆ Accommodations & Modifications Ideas/Examples

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1niH0xmJYEsQKGconYUdaIcsp-OD6wobjwJvArQhlIw4/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N2kTdetACbMqfqBo8_VtNdlB6cgMfWBPZQyX8inPi7g/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KpJvZYdQr0sv43cl8d8ULuoQvmxxRwGisFpb_zXGZ68/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12GBANLdY6qMLN4llpX32UedM4w6xS8Mz8RqnmulRdJ4/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PpR9g5N8mV3UOoYBoFC0tYovr7QDWF-aR1bhPGI_1u8/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J1TW8db8dtJWoXWl6H7kPdok9_4K-8vma9ttrI0D7jk/edit?usp=drive_web
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wGRLph2ZhpmwTsXQwJq0bHCNjXG_1LrR84SEny9GwO4/edit?usp=drive_web


Recorded Webinars - ELD Standards
➔ WIDA produced a series of webinars with members of the 

standards project team to help answer educators' questions about 
aspects of the updated ELD Standards framework.
◆ CLICK HERE to View 

https://wida.wisc.edu/resources?keys=&field_category%5B10%5D=10&field_type_target_id%5B274%5D=274


State Board Policy
CLICK HERE for all pertinent information you need to know about ESL 
policy in our state. 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/2020-sbe-meetings/november-6%2C-2020-sbe-meeting/11-6-20%20II%20B%20ESL%20Program%20Rule%200520-01-19%20Clean.pdf


Additional Resources
CLICK HERE to visit the ESOL shared drive for a plethora of resources! 
Anyone in the Sequatchie County Board of Education network has access 
to view anything in drive. Go to Shared drives → ESOL (English to Speakers 
of Other Languages) Resources. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0AHWc-6UyJs7kUk9PVA

