
MARINE CORPS 

CUSTOMS & COURTESIES



What comes to mind when 
you think about the 

MARINE CORPS?







QUALITY AND COMPETENCE



DISCIPLINE

Backbone of the Corps



LOYALTY
ñSEMPER FIDELISò

ñALWAYS FAITHFULò
To God, Corps, and Country



CONDUCT IN ACTION

NEVER LEAVE A MARINE BEHIND

ñThe safest place in Korea was right behind a 

platoon of Marines. Lord, how they could fight!ò

MGen. Frank E. Lowe, USA; 

Korea, 26 January 1952



VALOR

ñUncommon valor was a common virtueò



VERSATILITY

Every Marine is a rifleman



PRIDE

ÅIN WHO WE ARE

ÅIN WHAT WE DO

ÅIN THE UNIFORM

ÅIN THOSE WHO                                       
HAVE GONE BEFORE



IN OUR:

History

Uniform

Customs

éSET US APART

TRADITIONS



ñBe a man of principleéFight for what you believe 

inéKeep your wordéLive with integrityéBe 

braveéBelieve in something bigger than 

yourselféServe your country.ò

ñTeachéMentoréGive something back to 

societyéLead from the frontéConquer your fears.ò

ñBe a good friendéBe humble and be self-

confidentéAppreciate your friends and family.ò

ñBe a leader and not a followeréBe valorous on the 

field of battleéTake responsibility for your actions.ò



These words from Marine Major Douglas Zembiec 

were taken from his combat journal under the title 

ñPrinciples my father taught me.ò  

Major Zembiec was Killed In Action, March 11, 2007, 

during his fourth tour of duty in Iraq, during a raid 

against insurgent forces. 



Marine Corps Birthday

November 10, 1775

at

Tun Tavern, Philadelphia, 

PA

We will be celebrating our                                         

246th Birthday 



Marine Corps Birthday 
Customs

ÅCustomary actions :

ïTroop formations      

(when practical)

ïReading of General John A. 

Lejeuneôs message

ïBirthday Ball

ïCake cutting ceremony



The oldest of the official songs of the Armed Services, 
the copyright is dated back to 19 Aug 1919.

MARINESô HYMN

2:55

Happy 239th Birthday to The United States Marines from Madison Rising.mp4


Early Influences

ÅIn 1805, a small force of Marines stormed 
ǘƘŜ .ŀǊōŀǊȅ ǇƛǊŀǘŜǎΩ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƘƻƭŘ ŀǘ 5ŜǊƴŀ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άshores of TripoliΦέ



Early Influences
During the Mexican-American War (1847), 

Marines captured the Castle of Chapultepec, 
otherwise known as the 
άHalls of Montezumaέ



Early Influences

Around 1849, an unknown Marine 
ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ǘƻΣ άFrom the 
Halls of Montezuma, to the Shores 
of TripoliΦέ



Official Version

From the Halls of Montezuma, 

To the shores of Tripoli; 

We fight our country's battles 

In the air, on land, and sea; 

First to fight for right and freedom, 

And to keep our honor clean; 

We are proud to claim the title, 

Of United States Marine. 



Official Version

Our flag's unfurled to every breeze 

From dawn to setting sun; 

We have fought in every clime and place; 

Where we could take a gun; 

In the snow of far-off Northern lands 

And in sunny tropic scenes; 

You will find us always on the job 

The United States Marines.



Official Version

Here's health to you and to our Corps 

Which we are proud to serve; 

In many a strife we've fought for life; 

And never lost our nerve

If the Army and the Navy 

9ǾŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ƻƴ IŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΤ 

They will find the streets are guarded; 

By United States Marines.



The Marinesô Hymn

Marines always stand at attention

and face the music while the 

Marinesô Hymn is being played.

Singing the words is also 

appropriate.

Do the same for ALL of the service songs 

(Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard)



From what two wars did the 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀƴȊŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƛƴŜǎΩ 
Hymn originate?



²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƛƴŜǎΩ IȅƳƴ 
is played, what should 
Marines & Cadets do?


