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NYSED Literacy Briefs | “Big 6”



NYSED Literacy Briefs | Throughline



K-2 Literacy Curriculum



K-2 Literacy Curriculum

Reading Workshop
● Responsive Literacy Curriculum
● Provides a comprehensive, cross-grade 

curriculum in which skills are introduced, 
developed, and deepened

● Supports explicit instruction in reading skills 
and strategies and offers extended time for 
reading

● Provides strategic performance assessments 
to help teachers monitor progress, provide 
feedback, and help students set clear goals for 
their reading work

Assessments

● Concepts about Print
● Letter Sound
● Phonemic Awareness
● High Frequency Words
● Phonic Decoding
● Decodable Running Records
● F&P Assessments
● STAR Assessment



K-2 Reading Workshop

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KY-_10pqh8KS3nccv22xCWSipLuSRnfU/preview


K-2 Literacy Curriculum

● Explicit instruction in opinion/argument, 
information, and narrative writing and 
provide rich opportunities for practice

● Teachers use learning progressions to 
observe and assess students’ writing, to 
develop students’ use of self-monitoring 
strategies, and set them on trajectories 
of growth

Writing Workshop

● On-demand writing 
at beginning of each 
unit

● Ongoing Conferring 
& Small Groups as 
Formative 
Assessments

Assessments



K-2 Writing Workshop

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1slyX8PjZ7jElMFQj2-TnH6JPGVF3HVe4/preview


K-2 Writing Workshop

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1CE0omY45t6--uq9oHik_-xHI2Oeg2bCO/preview


K-2 Writing Workshop

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1qrEl_Vzgb_bRMLE0p4ZUaPCtAn314BFz/preview


K-2 Literacy Curriculum

● Explicit, sequenced instruction aligned to a 
research-based scope of phonics principles

● Letter / Sound → Multisyllabic Words
● Lessons support transference to reading & 

writing, including range of strategies to 
apply

● Phonemic Awareness - Heggerty (Pre K + 
Grade K)

Phonics Workshop Assessments

Tied to Reading Assessments
● Letter Sound
● Phonemic Awareness
● High Frequency Words
● Phonic Decoding
● Decodable Running Records



Phonics Scope & Sequence



Focus on Phonemic Awareness | Heggerty

Daily Lessons 
● Pre-K & Kindergarten
● instruction in phonological awareness, 

progressing to the phoneme level through 
language play activities. 

● Covers all consonants, short vowels, 
digraphs, blends, and rime patterns, with 
hearing words with long vowels being 
introduced in the later weeks of this 
curriculum

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1EFljMoUJ5MchtdgDwb73kJKc2IYMJmfu/preview


Small Group Instruction

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1mOojh_MouSoQJneHlNPCiC0y4pmiM97x/preview


K-2 Reading Intervention Program

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1_5Z4bb32gjvN32KAbFydoMH5e3gEZCKT/preview


3-5 Literacy Curriculum



3-5 Literacy Curriculum

Reading Workshop
● Responsive Literacy Curriculum
● Provides a comprehensive, cross-grade 

curriculum in which skills are introduced, 
developed, and deepened

● Supports explicit instruction in reading skills 
and strategies and offers extended time for 
reading

● Provides strategic performance assessments 
to help teachers monitor progress, provide 
feedback, and help students set clear goals for 
their reading work

Assessments

● F&P Benchmark Assessments

● STAR Reading Assessment

● Strategic Use of K-2 Assessments, 
where appropriate



3-5 Literacy Curriculum

Writing Workshop

● Explicit instruction in opinion/argument, 
information, and narrative writing and provide 
rich opportunities for practice

● Teachers use learning progressions to observe 
and assess students’ writing, to develop 
students’ use of self-monitoring strategies, and 
set them on trajectories of growth

● On-demand writing at 
beginning of each unit and 
end of each genre

● Ongoing Conferences & 
Small Group Formative 
Assessment

Assessments



3-5 Writing Workshop

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1kuqBqajqS4CUgdEWDewYzaTDygjqWjkR/preview


3-5 Writing Workshop



K-5 Writing Genres

Narrative Writing Informational Writing Opinion Writing

Small Moments Stories

Realistic Fiction

Gripping True Stories

Graphic Novels

How-to

Nonfiction Chapter Books

Research-based Non-fiction

Reviews

Finding Awesome Everywhere

Speeches

Literary Essays



3-5 Small Group Instruction

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1l6OpUF5tlgh05v_d5rn01jJjhixYFICM/preview


Literacy Coaches

Coaching Structures & 

Supports

● Unit Unpacking

● Coaching Cycles

● Modelling & Demonstrations

● Resource Development & 

Organization

● Family Engagement



Professional Learning

● Partnership with Advancing Literacy 

at Teachers College, Columbia 

University
● Monthly K-5 Reading & AIS ELA 

Teacher Meetings● In-Service & Superintendent’s 

Conference Days
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MS ELA Curriculum

Workshop Model

● Reading 6 + Writing 6

● English 7

● English 8



MS ELA Highlights



HS ELA Curriculum

● English 9-12

● Honors 9-12

● AP Offerings

● Dual Enrollment

● Engaging Electives

Range of Classes



HS ELA Curriculum



HS ELA Highlights | Real-World Publishing



HS ELA Highlights | National English Honor Society

Free BOOKS 
Coming Soon!



Questions?

Kristen Schaefer

District ELA Coordinator

@GCSD_English 


