
     Resources to Support Instruc�on for Students with Disabili�es 
 

 

  Designing Individualized Instruc�onal Support 

The provision of Specially Designed Instruc�on (SDI) for students with disabili�es is designated by each 
student’s Individual Educa�onal Plan (IEP) and is provided by the special educa�on teacher in collabora�on 
with the general educa�on teacher(s). More informa�on about SDI can be found on the SDI Best Prac�ces 
Card.  

Many of the strategies that provide individualized supports to students with disabili�es u�lize Flexible 
Grouping and some�mes two teachers together will use the six Collabora�ve Teaching Approaches. 
Paraprofessionals can also support students under the direc�on of a teacher.  
 
There is a wide range of support that can be provided, and one way to find specific topics is through the 
IRIS Center Resource Locator.  

Behavior 

Managing student behavior involves five essen�al classroom prac�ces:  
• Maximizing Structure 
• Teaching Expecta�ons & Rules 
• Engaging Students 
• Acknowledge Appropriate Behavior 
• Responding to Inappropriate Behavior 

 
Classroom management strategies should be responsive to students’ cultures and fit with the style of teaching. More 
resources and examples, including strategies, data collec�on tools and video illustra�ons are available for teachers.  
Some students may need supports for mental, emo�onal and behavioral problems, and resources for educators to 
access addi�onal services and supports for them can be found across the state. 

 

Lesson Design 

Strong lessons begin with a framework of Universal Design for Learning, and the use of Differen�ated 
Instruc�on to address the needs of all students. These are two strong frameworks with which to begin 
planning lessons for all students. More evidence- and research-based prac�ces can be found in the F.A.C.T. 
Folio, Providing Supports for All. 
 
Some students with disabili�es may qualify as a student with the most significant cogni�ve disabili�es and 
will be provided instruc�on on Access Points. The Instruc�onal Resource Guide on the Classroom 
Resources page from the Access Project has many strategies that will be helpful. Another resource is the 
TIES Center, with many videos, ar�cles and visuals on ways to provide instruc�on. 

Assistive technology is often used to make learning accessible to all and to support individual students. A 
collection of science tools as well as a fun myths activity can provide guidance on designing lessons that 
can include assistive technology.  

https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/SDI-Best-Practices-Card.pdf
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/SDI-Best-Practices-Card.pdf
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/SDI-Best-Practices-Card.pdf
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Flexible-Grouping-Best-PracticesAugFinal.pdf
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Flexible-Grouping-Best-PracticesAugFinal.pdf
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Collaborative-Teaching-Best-Practices-Card-2023.pdf
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Paraprofessional-Best-Practices-Card-2023.pdf
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources/iris-resource-locator/
https://flpbis.cbcs.usf.edu/tiers/classroom.html
https://sednetfl.info/Index.aspx
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Differentiated-Instruction-2023-Final.pdf
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Differentiated-Instruction-2023-Final.pdf
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/TLFFvol4-Web.pdf
https://accesstofls.org/Classroom_Resources.html
https://tiescenter.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/tlc-science-tools/home
https://at-udl.com/activities/at-myths/


This document is a collabora�ve product of mul�ple discre�onary projects of the Florida Department of Educa�on, 
Division of K-12 Public Schools, Bureau of Excep�onal Educa�on and Student Services and is supported with funding 
from the Individuals with Disabili�es Educa�on Act, Part B. 

Please visit the contribu�ng project websites for addi�onal informa�on and resources to 
support instruc�on for students with disabili�es. 

Access Project 

htps://accesstofls.org/ 

Florida Instruc�onal 
Materials Center for the 

Visually Impaired 
  htps://www.fimcvi.org/ 

Florida Inclusion Network 
htps://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/ 

Florida Diagnos�c 
Learning and 

Resources System  
htps://www.fdlrs.org/ 

Multiagency Network for 
Students with 

Emotional/Behavioral 
Disabilities (SEDNET) 

htps://sedne�l.info/Index.aspx 

Resource Materials and 
Technology Center for the 

Deaf/Hard of Hearing 
htps://www.rmtcdhh.org/ 

Problem-Solving/Response to Interven�ons 
Technology and Learning Connec�ons  

htps://www.tlc-mtss.com/  

Florida Posi�ve Behavioral 
Interven�ons & Supports Project 

htps://flpbis.cbcs.usf.edu/  

Accessibility 

Students with disabili�es may have specific accommoda�ons listed on their IEP or 504 plan. Learn more 
about the types of accommoda�ons that students with disabili�es might require in order to access the 
curriculum. Many more resources for making materials accessible to all students are available at the 
Na�onal Center on Accessible Educa�onal Materials at the Center for Applied Special Technology. View the 
Online Learning Series on Accessible Materials & Technologies. 

Vision Impairments/Blindness 

Strategies and materials for providing accessibility for students with vision impairments/blindness may be 
found in the Best Prac�ces for Including Students with Visual Impairments card and through the Described 
and Cap�oned Media Program, Bookshare, and Learning Ally. 

Deaf/Hard of Hearing 

To learn about how materials can be made accessible for students who are deaf/hard of hearing, explore 
Best Prac�ces for Including Students who are Deaf/Hard of Hearing and read more �ps in the ar�cle: 
DeafTEC: Top Ten Things Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Students Would Like Teachers to Do. 

https://accesstofls.org/
https://www.fimcvi.org/
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/
https://www.fdlrs.org/
https://sednetfl.info/Index.aspx
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/
https://www.tlc-mtss.com/
https://flpbis.cbcs.usf.edu/
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7690/urlt/0070069-accomm-educator.pdf
https://aem.cast.org/
https://aem.cast.org/learning-series/online-learning-series-accessible-materials-technologies.
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Best-Practices-for-Including-Students-with-Visual-Impairments-FIMC-VI.pdf
https://hillsborough.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/FIMC-VI_ProfDev-WebsiteLive/ERWtkU3FWXFKsY9_F3_Pdp8BzidhJdPhMbZt_f6LWRwuUg?e=SSgMca
https://dcmp.org/
https://dcmp.org/
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
https://learningally.org/
https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Students-who-are-Deaf-and-Hard-or-Hearing-RMTC-DHH-2023.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1681308137/fdlrsorg/tfwlyk0vbmq4gy12hxll/InclusionofDHH.pdf
https://deaftec.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Top-ten-things-students-want-you-to-know.pdf

