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 A  -  Doug Levinson 
 B  -  Paul Pitton 
 C  -  John Williams 
 D  -  Tom Parrish 
 E  -  Amy Davis 

Board of Education 
Mesa County Valley School District 51 
Board Work Session:  June 4, 
2019 Adopted:  August 20, 2019

A B C D E 

AGENDA ITEMS ACTION 

Present x x x x x BUDGET MEETING 
A. Call to Order 
 Mr. Parrish asked if anyone present would like to speak about the 2019-2020

proposed budget. No one came forward.

B. Adjourn 

6:06 p.m. 

WORK SESSION 6:07 p.m. 

1. Recognition for 5A State Champion in 800 Meter, David Cardenas, Central High
School. [18/19:108]
 Mr. Pitton noted David Cardenas, a Central High School senior who

graduated this year, was not able to be present. David won the 800 meter
relay at the Colorado 5A State Track and Field Competition. David finished
over a second ahead of the second-place finisher.

2. Bond Update, Mr. John Potter
 Mr. John Potter, Blythe Group Vice President, reviewed construction

projects scheduled for the summer of 2019. There are various projects
scheduled at twenty-five schools with most of the projects already having
started. Some general projects include installing new flooring, roofing, fire
alarms and heating and cooling systems. Some specific projects include
installing security vestibules at East Middle, West Middle and Mt. Garfield
Middle Schools, remodeling the entryway area at Fruita Monument High
School, adding a Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)
classroom and outdoor classroom at Central High School and remodeling
restrooms at Grand Junction High School. Mr. Potter reviewed the costs and
funding sources for the projects.

 Mr. Eric Nilsen, Director of Maintenance, reported some projects have
received supplemental funds to cover the cost of items not included in the
bond. The District will save money by doing the supplemental projects now,
while contractors are already on site.

 Mr. John Sisco, Blythe Group Project Manager, noted Central High School’s
campus is closed and will remain closed to staff and the public during
construction. He displayed a site plan for the Central High School campus
showing the location of the STEM classroom and the outdoor classroom. He
explained aspects shown in the architectural rendition of the outdoor
classroom, noting the area would be completely fenced. Staff, students and
an architectural team worked together to design the STEM classroom and
outdoor classroom.

3. Summer Maintenance Projects, Mr. Eric Nilsen
 Mr. Nilsen recapped a portion of summer projects have already been

deferred to contractors already on campus sites. District 51 staff will be
working at some schools in preparation for all day kindergarten. The schools
requiring remodeling, to accommodate all day kindergarten, are Pomona,
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Board of Education 
Mesa County Valley School District 51 
Board Work Session:  June 4, 2019 
Adpoted:  August 20, 2019 

A B C D E 

AGENDA ITEMS ACTION 

Chatfield and Tope Elementary Schools. Mr. Nilsen reported some capital 
money was invested in a facility assessment report being prepared by the 
Cunningham Group. A summary of the report will be presented at the June 
Business Meeting with the complete report being released in July.   

4. Public Opinion Survey Results, Mrs. Emily Shockley
 Mrs. Emily Shockley, Public Communication Officer and Mrs. Catherine

Foster-Gruber, Communication Specialist, reviewed the results of a public
opinion survey conducted by the District in May. The survey was available to
staff, parents, students and the public. The survey was advertised on the
District’s web page, through press releases, advertisements in the local
paper, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and through emails and texts to staff
and parents. Survey questions rated various aspects of the District on a
scale of one to five stars, with five stars being the best rating. Survey results
showed the importance of a good public education with a 4.79 star rating,
changes to the calendar including a later start with a 3.83 star rating,
transparency on the 2017 bond and mill levy with a 3.57 star rating and the
condition of school buildings with a 2.7 star rating. Results from the survey
question asking if participants would support a $175 million bond measure to
rebuild Grand Junction High School and make improvements to the other
three main high schools, showed 52.94% very likely or likely to support a
bond, 20.64% unsure and 26.41% unlikely or very unlikely to support. Of the
5,202 responses to the survey, 1,728 responses included comments. Some
common themes in the comments were leadership and trust; building
conditions; bullying, discipline and behavioral issues; calendar and
academics issues (grading, class size, etc.); and timing, planning,
alternatives and money management in regards to bond funding.

 The Board thanked Mrs. Shockley and Mrs. Foster Gruber for creating and
overseeing the survey.

5. District Accountability Committee Report
 Dr. Scott Cooper, Assistant Superintendent, was available to answer

questions regarding the District Accountability Committee (DAC) Report. He
highlighted a format change, this past year, in the School Improvement Plan
presentations. Dr. Cooper complimented Mr. Andy Nikkari, DAC Chairman,
for all his hard work and dedication and Mr. Paul Jebe, Executive Director of
Site Leadership, for bringing fresh ideas to the committee.

6. Expulsion Report
 Superintendent Sirko spoke on interventions in place to help students with

drug or alcohol issues. Statistics show good success with the Pathways
Program.

 Cathy Ebel, Director of Academic Options, shared information on community
interventions utilized in working with students.

7. Communication Report
 Reviewed
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[Recess 7:06 p.m. Resume Meeting 7:15 p.m.] 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Present 
Absent 

x x x x x a. Roll Call/Call to Order  7:15 p.m. 

Motion 
Second 
Aye 
No 

x 
x b. Agenda Approval

 Motion to approve agenda

No Action 

Motion 
Second 
Aye 
No 

x 
x  Motion to amend the agenda to add an executive session and an agenda

item to consider the purchase of a property.

No Action 

Motion 
Second 
Aye 
No 

x 
x 
x x x 

x 

x 

 Motion to approve the agenda with the amendments of adding an executive
session and an agenda item to consider the purchase of a property.

Adopted 

Motion 
Second 
Aye 
No 

x 
x 

x 

x x x x 

Resolution to Approve the Sale of a Property [18/19: 90] 
 Mr. Phil Onofrio, Chief Operations Officer, presented the Board with a

current Appraisal of Real Property for residential property located at 520 W.
Main St. and a copy of Resolution 18/19: 90, tabled at the May 7, 2019
meeting. The current appraisal values the property at $125 thousand dollars.
The property is located near Dual Immersion Academy and, if acquired,
would accommodate additional parking spaces and play area for Dual
Immersion Academy.

Adopted 

Motion 
Second 
Aye 
No 

x 
x 

x 

x x x x 

Motion to Move to Executive Session 
 Executive Session pursuant to section 24-6-402(4)(f)(I), Colorado Revised

Statutes, to discuss a personnel matter, namely the Board’s employment of
the Superintendent of Schools, including discussion pursuant to section 24-
6-402(4)(e), may be subject to negotiations in connection with the
Superintendent’s employment contract, to develop strategy for such
negotiations; and to instruct negotiators with regard to such contract.

 Present at the executive session was Dr. Davis, Mr. Levinson, Mr. Parrish,
Mr. Pitton and Mr. Williams

Moved to 
Executive Session 
7:26 p.m. 

Motion 
Second 
Aye 
No 

x 

x 
x 
x x x x 

Motion to Adjourn Executive Session 
 Time spent on executive session: 11 minutes

Adjourn Executive 
Session 7:37 p.m. 

Motion 
Second 
Aye 
No 

x 
x 

x 

x x x x 

c. Resolution to Approve Superintendent’s Contract [18/19: 111]
 Board conversation continued in open session regarding a conflict between

following previously stated process and current perceived best practice. The
Board previously reported Dr. Sirko would serve as interim superintendent
until a nationwide search could be conducted, to find a permanent

Adopted 
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Superintendent. The Board has not completed a formal evaluation of Dr. 
Sirko’s performance, but through personal interaction and public feedback, 
the Board feels she has done a remarkable job. Dr. Sirko has rebuilt trust 
with staff and the community and the Board would like to see her continue 
as Superintendent. 

Motion 
Second 
Aye 
No 

x 

x 

x 
x 
x x x 

d. Personnel Actions – Administrative New Hires Adopted 

Board Discussion 
 Mr. Parrish noted he would not be able to attend the Business Meeting on

June 18.
 Mr. Williams expressed a need for all Board members to be at the planned

Special Meeting on June 25 to hear the presentation from the Long Range
Committee.

 Dr. Davis requested time allotted at the Business Meeting to listen to a
presentation from the Gender and Orientation Acceptance League.

 To accommodate a schedule where all Board Members could be present and
to avoid the need for two meetings, the Board Business Meeting will be
moved from June 18 to June 25, 2019.

Motion 
Second 
Aye 
No 

x 

x 

x x x 
x 
x 

e. Adjournment: 8:30 p.m.

        ____________________________ 
         Bridget Story, Assistant Secretary 
         Board of Education 

Adjourn 



1. 

Mesa County Valley School District 51 

Recognition: David Cardenas 
5A State Track & Field Champion 

800-meter Dash 

Board of Education Resolution: 18/19: 108 Presented: June 4, 2019

The Board of Education would like to invite David Cardenas to the front.

On May 17, at the state track and field championships in Jeffco Stadium. David Cardenas emerged as a state

champion in the 800-meter dash.

David recently graduated from Central High School, where he was involved in four sports. Together with

Central’s running coach, Ted Leblow, David developed a strategy for the race that played to his strengths. 150

meters away from the finish line, David kicked into gear and passed two other runs to win the race in 1 minute

and 53.47 seconds, over a second ahead of the second-place finisher.

David’s running career has spanned several years, and has taken him all over the world. Last year, he

represented the United States at the World Mountain Running Championships in Andorra.

The Board of Education and Superintendent Sirko are proud to recognize David and his coach for their

exemplary work and discipline in training and competition. Congratulations.



Expulsion Report 
2018-2019 School Year

As of April 30, 2019      
Presented: June 4, 2019

6.a

18/19 16/17 15/16 14/15 13/14 12/13
M F M F M F M F M F M F

100 19 5 15 1 2 1 27 16 17 27 32 51 38
200 2 0 2 2 1 1 3
300 0 0
400 4 1 4 1 1 2 1 4
500 4 1 1 1 6 1 9 3 6 6
600 0 0
700 0 1 1 2
DSP 0 0
VOO 9 3 5 1 4 1 1 1 1 17 9 10 6 6 10 8

Total 36 9 22 2 7 2 1 3 0 0 1 0 54 29 40 39 46 68 55

V00 - other violations

100 - drug or controlled

substance

500 - dangerous weapons

DSP - destruction / defacement

of school property

17/1817/18Category
High School Middle School Elementary School Total

18/19 17/18

200 - alcohol

300 - tobacco

400 - felony assault

600 - robbery

700 - other felonies

Total for previous years as of 
April 31 of:

18/19 17/18 18/19

Category Description
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Communications Update 
April 10 – May 29, 2019 

Includes 

Earned Media Coverage 

Paid Media Coverage 

Electronic Direct Communication 

Social Media Reports 
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Media Coverage 

The Daily Sentinel 

April 12,​ Teachers’ union leader has eye on future 

April 14,​ Recording of teacher investigated 

April 16, ​Senator asks about teen suicide rate in county 

April 21, ​Brainiacs square off for GJHS fundraiser 

April 22, ​Today, words like “lockdown” feel almost normal 

April 23, ​The future of food - aquaponics at R5 High School 

April 24, ​State grant allows District 51 to test schools for lead 

April 26, ​High school-to-college alliance gets high marks 

April 29, ​Youth Climate Strike planned Friday 

April 30, ​District 51 Theatre One Act Showcase 

May 2, ​The Valley’s Best 

May 4, ​Spellbinders enthrall young kids with a well-spun yarn 

May 6, ​Fresh lunches only a part of D51 emphasis on wellness 

May 8, ​Kids wilderness excursion looks to grow 

May 13, ​District 51 surveys for $175 million bond measure 

May 14, ​Overcoming optics 

May 14, ​Classes for the masses 

May 19, ​District 51 schools show off their speed at state track meet 

May 21, ​282 turn Central High tassels 

May 21, ​‘The world is run by those who show up,’ grads are told 

May 22, ​282 Grand Junction High students receive diplomas 

May 22, ​Fruita Monument sends off 425 grads 

May 23, ​Dad: Teacher cut son’s hair without permission 

May 23, ​Petroglyph area scarred by graffiti vandals gets TLC 

May 24, ​No cliques in Gateway graduating class of 2 

May 24, ​Speedy future 

May 24,​ Mesa Valley Community graduates excel already 

May 26, ​Reaching our potential 
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https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/teachers-union-leader-has-eye-on-future/article_5403db4c-5ce3-11e9-bade-20677ce05640.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/recording-of-teacher-investigated/article_73b7e5e6-5e78-11e9-aa2c-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/senator-asks-about-teen-suicide-rate-in-county/article_9819a3f4-6006-11e9-a57b-20677ce06c14.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/brainiacs-square-off-for-gjhs-fundraiser/article_9b849382-63f8-11e9-a5fc-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/today-words-like-lockdown-feel-almost-normal/article_e2772510-64bc-11e9-92ac-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/the-future-of-food/article_c0439c92-6586-11e9-bc6e-20677ce05640.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/state-grant-allows-district-to-test-schools-for-lead/article_ba756870-664b-11e9-8f6c-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/high-school-to-college-alliance-gets-high-marks/article_26ae1236-67e0-11e9-9e72-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/youth-climate-strike-planned-friday/article_0cbdc614-6a3d-11e9-83ba-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/district-theatre-one-act-showcase/article_4c403024-6a97-11e9-bc90-b7128c63c21f.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/high_schools/the-valley-s-best/article_8a6af244-6c9f-11e9-b5fa-20677ce05640.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/spellbinders-enthrall-young-kids-with-a-well-spun-yarn/article_f8c346e0-6e2c-11e9-9d1f-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fresh-lunches-only-a-part-of-d-emphasis-on-wellness/article_7e1c9eb2-6fc3-11e9-a332-20677ce06c14.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/kids-wilderness-excursion-looks-to-grow/article_21c1f5e8-7155-11e9-a558-20677ce05640.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/district-surveys-for-million-bond-measure/article_f33d6062-7542-11e9-b003-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/overcoming-optics/article_a3cef7b0-7601-11e9-8b55-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/classes-for-the-masses/article_3b35c0fc-7607-11e9-8558-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/high_schools/district-schools-show-off-their-speed-at-state-track-meet/article_ebee3884-79fe-11e9-ae18-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/turn-central-high-tassels/article_17ed16c8-7b88-11e9-bf82-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/the-world-is-run-by-those-who-show-up-grads/article_1778223c-7b88-11e9-874d-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/grand-junction-high-students-receive-diplomas/article_62be5d5a-7c4c-11e9-a0ee-20677ce05640.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-monument-sends-off-grads/article_62873690-7c4c-11e9-99b8-20677ce05640.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/dad-teacher-cut-son-s-hair-without-permission/article_555d2e58-7d18-11e9-8a65-20677ce06c14.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/petroglyph-area-scarred-by-graffiti-vandals-gets-tlc/article_088662e2-7d19-11e9-af75-20677ce06c14.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/no-cliques-in-gateway-graduating-class-of/article_17cd2336-7de0-11e9-95e0-20677ce06c14.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/high_schools/speedy-future/article_c1441040-7de6-11e9-9dff-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/mesa-valley-community-graduates-excel-already/article_17df6820-7de0-11e9-95e2-20677ce06c14.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/reaching-our-potential/article_ce0b10c2-7f7a-11e9-88d6-20677ce85d90.html


KREX 

April 10, ​D51 hosts parent info sessions 

April 11,​ Thunder Mountain Hoops 

April 17, ​D51 parent info sessions 

April 17, ​Assessing threats in D51 

April 18, ​Insulin prices on the rise 

April 18, ​International Wrestling on the Western Slope 

April 22, ​Earth Day Celebration at R5 High School 

April 29,​ Palisade High School parent education event 

April 30, ​How measles spreads and how to contain it 

May 6, ​Elementary principal wins Golden Apple Award 

May 8, ​Ute Heritage Day 

May 9, ​Rim Rock Elementary Senior Walk 

May 13, ​Shelter in pace lifted for two schools 

May 14, ​Grand Junction boy bullied for ethnicity and appearance 

May 19, ​School safety 

May 22, ​District 51 prepares for full day kindergarten 
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https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/d51-hosts-parent-info-sessions/1915985462
https://www.westernslopenow.com/sports/cmu-gets-the-assist-as-thunder-mountain-scores-new-hoops/1919484009
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/d51-parent-info-sessions/1934505345
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/assessing-threats-in-d51/1934641959
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/insulin-prices-on-the-rise/1936803930
https://www.westernslopenow.com/sports/international-wrestling-on-the-westernslope/1937744391
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/earth-day-celebration/1946043056
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/palisade-high-school-parent-education-event/1965213061
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/how-measles-spreads-and-how-to-contain-it/1968035079
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/elementary-principle-wins-golden-apple-award/1984596783
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/ute-heritage-day/1990801516
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/senior-walk/1993515621
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/shelter-in-place-lifted-for-two-schools/1999375338
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/grand-junction-boy-bullied-for-ethnicity-and-appearance/2000613532
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/school-safety/2013150122
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/district-51-prepares-for-full-day-kindergarten/2019933729


KKCO/KJCT 

April 10, ​New bill aims to raise school vaccination numbers 

April 10, ​D51 talks bullying with parents 

April 11,​ School District 51 granted exclusive chartering authority 

April 12,​ CMU donates basketball hoops to Thunder Mountain 

April 12,​ D51 moving forward with full-day kindergarten, regardless of what happens at capital 

April 12,​ PHS students given Daniels Fund scholarship 

April 12,​ Video indicates Fruita Monument teacher made student ‘blacklist’ 

April 13,​ Local high school students offer “sources of strength” to peers in unique color run 

April 15, ​Senator Gardner holds teen suicide prevention round table 

April 16, ​Students protest ‘blacklist’, teacher put on leave 

April 17,  ​Second D51 parent meeting: pot and opioids 

April 17, ​A look at D51 security amid front range school threat 

April 22, ​Sustainability initiatives launched at R5 High School 

April 22, ​High School Seniors recognized for GPA 

April 30, ​Local robotics team makes it to quarterfinals at worldwide competition 

May 3, ​Fruita Monument seniors receive $2.2 million in scholarships 

May 5, ​MESA solar car race 

May 6, ​Spring into summer resource fair 

May 8, ​Teacher Appreciation Week 

May 13, ​Two schools put on shelter in place 

May 13, ​Crews making progress on new Orchard Mesa Middle School 

May 14, ​FMHS students support special athletes 

May 16, ​District 51 Foundation raises money for Angel Lunch Fund 

May 16, ​D51 considers bond measure for GJHS 

May 17, ​Elementary students learning about different countries for “Culture Day”  

May 20, ​CHS graduation 

May 21, ​Parent says D51 teacher cut son’s hair without permission 

May 22, ​School District 51 is working to combat student vaping 
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https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/508407181.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/508412661.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/508460201.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/CMU-donates-basketball-hoops-to-Thunder-Mountain-508500201.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/D51-moving-forward-with-full-day-kindergarten-despite-what-happens-at-capital-508512571.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/508522261.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/508524381.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/508546481.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/508615511.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/508674161.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Second-D51-parent-meeting-pot-and-opioids-508733551.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/School-District-51-steps-up-security-508722411.html?fbclid=IwAR0FMvV78IspDYYXUFNR9mZ5kJrpXOx-EmaoBLkyf-QzhKm20MzUJ8W3KPM
https://www.kjct8.com/video?vid=508925822
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/High-school-seniors-recognized-for-GPA-508910211.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/509265701.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Fruita-Monument-seniors-receive-22-million-in-scholarships-509429161.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/video?vid=509493842
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/509542661.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/509654851.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/509878801.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/509878531.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/509934841.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/510025591.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/D51-considers-bond-measure-for-GJHS-510044841.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/510097871.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/510192611.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Parent-teacher-cut-sons-hair-against-family-heritage-510247701.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/School-District-51-is-working-to-combat-student-vaping-510167311.html


Paid Media 

Indoor Billboards 
The following ads appeared on indoor billboards owned by Local Focus at various places in the community, including Mesa 

Mall, Kidsplex, Glacier Ice Arena, Graff Dairy, Bananas Fun Park, etc.  

Welcome Home Packages 
Each month, 100 Homeowners who move into a new home in the Grand Valley receive a package that includes two branded 

stickers and pens, a printed infographic with more information about District 51.  

TV Ads 
KREX does a monthly segment highlighting a teacher who receives the KREX “Golden Apple Award.” The channel advertises 

the award to bring awareness to D51, and to garner nominations. KJCT provides audience targeting to supply relevant 
information to demographics who may benefit from our information as they browse the web.  
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GJ Daily Sentinel Ads 

April 13 April 20 
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April 27 May 4 
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May 11 May 18 
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May 25 
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Electronic Direct Communication
Staff Newsletter 
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Parent Newsletter 
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Social Media

Our posts on Facebook reach 11,748 “fans,” an increase of 212  from last month. Posts include, information for 
Safe2Tell and crisis numbers, live-streamed board meetings, school announcements, weather delay information, 
etc.  

A full social media report is available upon request. 
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c. 

Mesa County Valley School District No. 51 
            Resolution For Approval of Employment Contract- 

Superintendent of Schools 

Board of Education Resolution: 18/19: 111 
Adopted: June 4, 2019 

WHEREAS, Board President and legal counsel have negotiated with DIANA SIRKO to 
secure her services as the District’s Superintendent of Schools beginning July 1, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, DIANA SIRKO has indicated her willingness to enter into an employment 
contract with the Board in the form attached hereto; and 

WHEREAS, the terms of said employment contract are acceptable to the Board; 

NOW, THEREFORE, RESOLVED that the Board of Education of Mesa County Valley 
School District No. 51 shall employ DIANA SIRKO as the Superintendent of Schools for the 
District as of July 1, 2019, under the terms of the employment contract attached hereto, and 
authorizes and directs the Board President and Secretary to execute said employment agreement 
on behalf of the Board. 

I hereby certify that the information contained in the above resolution is accurate 
and was adopted by the Mesa County Valley School District No. 51 Board of 
Education on June 4, 2019. 

__________________________________________ 
Bridget Story 
Assistant Secretary, Board of Education 



Mesa County Valley School District 51 

Administrator New Hires 

Board of Education Resolution: 18/19: 110
Adopted: June 4, 2019

d.

Jennifer Marsh Executive Director of Curriculum & Learning Design 
Ms. Marsh has served as Principal of GMMS for the past three years.  Prior to that, she was Assistant Principal of 
Palisade High School for two years and Special Education Coordinator for six years. Ms. Marsh began in District 51 
in 1998 as a Special Education teacher. 

Ms. Marsh received her B.A. Degree in Social and Behavioral Sciences in 1995 from Colorado Mesa University and 
her Master’s Degree in Special Education in 2001 from the University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, Colorado. 

William Pfaffendorf Pomona Elementary School Principal 
Mr. Pfaffendorf has served as Assistant Principal at Chipeta Elementary School for the past two years.  He joined 
D51 in 2015-16 as a Learning Facilitator.  Prior to that, he worked in Lindsay Unified School District in Lindsay, 
California as a Blended Learning Specialist for two years and in Westminster School District in Westminster, 
Colorado as an Instructional Coach for 10 years.   

Mr. Pfaffendorf received his B.S. Degree in Elementary Education in 2000 from St. Cloud State University and his 
Master’s Degree in Curriculum Development in 2005 from the University of Phoenix.  Mr. Pfaffendorf also 
obtained a second Master’s Degree from the University of Colorado, Boulder in 2010 in Special Education and 
Linguistics.  

Jennifer Smyth Rocky Mountain Elementary School Principal 
Ms. Smyth has served as Assistant Principal at PHS for the past 3 years.  Prior to that, she was Principal of 
Chatfield Elementary School for a year and Assistant Principal at CHS for three years.  Ms. Smyth began teaching 
in District 51 in 1998 and has taught both elementary and middle school levels.  

Ms. Smyth received her B.A. Degree in Psychology in 1995 from the University of North Carolina, UNC - Charlotte 
and her Master’s Degree in Educational Technology in 2005 from Lesley University, Cambridge, MA.  

Susan Birdsey Orchard Mesa Middle School Principal 
Dr. Birdsey has most recently served as an adjunct professor at Colorado Mesa University for the past year.  Prior 
to that, she was Garfield Re-2 School District Superintendent/Assistant Superintendent for seven years and 
principal of Rifle Middle School for three years.  Dr. Birdsey was a teacher and assistant principal in Creede School 
District nine years before joining Garfield Re-2. 

Dr. Birdsey received her B.A. Degree in Elementary Education from the University of Texas, El Paso in 1988 and 
her Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership from the University of Colorado, Denver in 2004.  Most recently, 
Dr. Birdsey received her Doctorate of Education in Educational Leadership from Walden University in 2013.  
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