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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The enrollment projections by school of attendance for the Upper Arlington 

Schools included in this report were developed using the cohort survival 

methodology and Cooperative Strategiesõ custom enrollment projection software, 

S.T.E.P. [Student Trends & Enrollment Projections].  This custom software was 

developed in collaboration with The Ohio State University and is based on 

industry best practices as well as the national experience Cooperative Strategies 

has with schools, school districts, and state agencies. 

The Upper Arlington Schools serves over 6,200 K-12 students in the 2022-23 

school year in Barrington ES, Greensview ES, Tremont, ES, Windermere ES, 

Wickliffe Progressive School, Hastings MS, Jones MS, and Upper Arlington HS.  

The projections presented in this report  are meant to serve as a planning tool for the future, and 
represent the most likely direction of the District.  Enrollment projections were developed using the 

cohort survival methodology and by analyzing the following data outlined in this report:  

Enrollment in the Upper Arlington Schools has increased by 469 K-12 students from the 2013-14 to 
the 2022-23 school year.  Based on the cohort survival methodology, enrollment is projected to 

increase over the next ten years. 

¶ Historical enrollment by school , by grade, by year 

¶ Resident live birth data 

¶ Census data 

¶ Building permits 
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As with any projection, the District should pay close attention to the variables associated with 

determining enrollment projections discussed in this document. Any one or more of these factors 

can increase or decrease enrollment within the Upper Arlington Schools. When projecting future 

enrollments, it is vital to track the number of live births, the amount of new housing activity, and 

the change in household composition. It is recommended that the data contained in this report be 

reviewed on an annual basis to determine how more recent trends and any new housing 

development will impact the enrollment. In addition, any of the following factors could cause a 

significant change in projected student enrollment: 

Obviously, certain factors can be gauged and planned for far better than others. For instance, it may 
be relatively straightforward to gather housing data from local builders regarding the total number 

of lots in a planned subdivision and calculate the potential student yield. However, planning for 

changes in the unemployment rate, and how these may either boost or reduce public school 

enrollment, proves to be more difficult. In any case, it is essential to gather a wide variety of 

information in preparation for producing enrollment projections. 

When looking ahead at a school districtõs enrollment over the next two, five, or ten years, it is 

helpful to approach the process from a global perspective. For example: How many new homes have 

been constructed each year? How many births have occurred each year in relation to the resident 

population?  Is housing experiencing a turnoverñif so, what is the composition of families moving 

in/out?  Are more or less students attending private school or being home-schooled? What has the 

unemployment rate trend been over the past ten years? What new educational policies are in place 

that could affect student enrollment figures? 

The cohort survival methodology is a standard methodology used throughout the educational 

planning industry to project enrollment. The enrollment projections developed for the Upper 

Arlington Schools were developed using the cohort survival method. 

¶ Boundary adjustments 

¶ New school openings 

¶ School closures 

¶ Changes / additions in program offerings 

¶ Preschool programs 

¶ Changes in grade configuration 

¶ Interest rates / unemployment shifts 

¶ Intra- and inter-District transfers 

¶ Magnet / charter / private school openings 

or closures 

¶ Zoning changes 

¶ Annexations 

¶ Unplanned new housing activity 

¶ Planned, but not built, housing 

¶ School voucher programs 

¶ Pandemics  
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ENROLLMENT PROJECTION METHODOLOGY 

Introduction 

Tracing the landscape of the countryõs 

public school enrollment back over the past 

fifty years reveals demographic, economic, 

and social changes.  The United States as a 

whole continues to undergo major shifts in 

public student enrollment, due in large part 

to past events including the baby boom, 

the availability and use of birth control, and 

the development of suburbs.  The baby 

boom of the late 1940s and 50s was 

followed by the baby bust of the 1960s and 

70s.  This gave rise to the echo baby boom 

of the 1980s. 

 

Nationwide, districts have experienced the effects 

of the echo baby bust of the 1990s.  From the 

1950s to the 1970s, a dramatic downsizing of the 

family unit occurred.  A direct result was the 

declining school enrollment of the 1970s and 

1980s.  As of the 2010 Census, the size of a family 

was at an all-time low of 3.14 persons.  The live 

birth rate increased for the first time in several 

years in 1998 and increased again in 2000 and 

2006. However, the birth rate resumed a 

descending pattern in 2008 and reached an all-time 

low of 11.0 (per 1,000) in 2020. 
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Cohort Survival Method 

The cohort survival methodology (sometimes referred to as the 

grade progression ratio method) is a widely used enrollment 

projection model that is used by many school districts and state 

and federal agencies to project K-12 enrollment. 

A cohort is a group of persons [in this case, students].  The 

cohort survival enrollment projection methodology uses historic 

live birth data and historic student enrollment to òageó a known 

population or cohort throughout the school grades.  For 

instance, a cohort begins when a group of kindergarteners 

enrolls in grade K and moves to first grade the following year, 

second grade the next year, and so on. 

A òsurvival ratioó is developed to track how this group of students increased or decreased in 
number as they moved through the grade levels.  By developing survival ratios for each grade 

transition [i.e. 2nd to 3rd grade] over a ten year period of time, patterns emerge.  A projection 

ratio for each grade transition is developed based on analysis of the survival ratios.  The 

projection ratios are used as a multiplier in determining future enrollment. 

For example, if student enrollment has consistently increased from the 8th to the 9th grade over 

the past ten years, the survival ratio would be greater than 100% and could be multiplied by the 

current 8th grade enrollment to develop a projection for next yearõs 9th grade.  This 

methodology can be carried through to develop ten years of projection figures.  Because there is 

not a grade cohort to follow for students coming into kindergarten, resident live birth counts are 

used to develop a birth-to-kindergarten survival ratio.  Babies born five years previous to the 

kindergarten class are compared in number, and a ratio can be developed to project future 

kindergarten enrollments. 

The cohort survival method is useful in areas where population is stable [relatively flat, growing 

steadily, or declining steadily], and where there have been no significant fluctuations in 

enrollment, births, and housing patterns from year to year.  The cohort survival methodology 

inherently considers the net effects of factors such as migration, housing, dropouts, transfers to 

and from charter schools, open enrollment, and deaths.  This methodology does not assume 

changes in policies, program offerings, or future changes in housing and migration patterns. 
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U.S. CENSUS 

This section presents data from the United States Census Bureau and estimates from the American 

Community Survey (ACS) to demonstrate the demographic characteristics and historic trends of the 

population within the District boundary. While the Census is conducted every 10 years, the 

American Community Survey collects social, housing, educational, occupational, financial, and other 

demographic data from over 3.5 million households throughout the nation monthly and is compiled 

yearly, as mandated by the U.S. Constitution. This data helps public officials, federal/state/local 

agencies, school districts, etc. assess historic trends and plan for the future.  

The Upper Arlington Schools is located in Franklin County, Ohio. It serves Upper Arlington City. The 
data on the following pages is aggregated and color-coordinated by the boundaries shown in the 

map on the following page.  

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Ohio is a state where minor civil divisions (such as townships, 

commissioner districts, towns, etc.) are not legally established, so Census County Divisions (CCDs) 

are formed and used by the Census Bureau to aggregate Census data. While CCDs are not used in 

legal or governmental functions, they dissolve counties into smaller sections for statistical purposes 

by following geographical or man-made features (such as mountain ranges, rivers, roads, etc.) and 

are named after local places or settlements that help identify their location.  

It should be noted that the District does not necessarily serve whole municipalities but data 

presented by municipality is for the whole municipality.  
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Students by Municipality 

The table below shows how many Upper Arlington Schools students live in each municipality, by 

year, according to 2022-23 student data.^ The percentages for each municipality are based on the 

total students in the Upper Arlington Schools. The total at the bottom of the table indicates the 

total number of students in the District, not the sum of the students living in the municipalities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

^Student data and official enrollment are taken at different points in the year, so student data counts do not 

necessarily match official enrollment counts. 

Historical Enrollment by 

Census Municipality
2022-23

6,491

99.6%

6,512

99.9%

6,428

98.6%

Total Students* 6,519

Source: Upper Arlington Schools Student Data

*This total reflects the amount of 

District students, not a total of the 

values in the table.

Franklin County

Upper Arlington Schools 

Boundary

Upper Arlington City
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Population 

According to the 2021 ACS estimates, since the 2010 Census, the total population has increased 

while the median age has decreased in the District boundary. 

Based on the 2021 estimates, since the 2010 Census, the number of children under the age of 5 has 

increased by 56 percent, the number of children ages 5 - 19 has increased by 9 percent, the number 

of adults ages 20 - 64 has increased by 2 percent, and the number of adults ages 65 and over has 

increased by 8 percent in the District boundary. 

The 2000 and 2010 population counts and 2021 population estimates are shown in the table below. 

Under 5 

years

5 to 19 

years

20 to 64 

years

65 years 

and over

Total 

Population

Median 

Age

2000** - - - - - -

2010 1,975 7,112 19,380 5,629 34,096 42.6

2021* 3,077 7,723 19,795 6,057 36,652 39.5

Trend

2000 76,916 223,967 663,811 104,284 1,068,978 **

2010 83,117 231,538 733,053 115,706 1,163,414 33.4

2021* 90,726 254,725 810,075 158,072 1,313,598 34.4

Trend

2000 1,898 7,035 18,435 6,237 33,605 **

2010 1,966 7,119 19,050 5,636 33,771 42.8

2021* 3,064 7,680 19,831 5,991 36,566 39.4

Trend

Source: U.S. Census

*Source: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (2021)

**data not available

Population

Upper Arlington 

Schools 

Boundary

Franklin County

Upper Arlington 

City
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Race / Ethnicity & Language 

The table below shows race and ethnic distribution throughout the Upper Arlington Schools 

boundary and the municipalities that are served by the District. 

White 

alone

Black or 

African 

American 

alone

American 

Indian 

and 

Alaska 

Native 

alone

Asian 

alone

Native 

Hawaiian 

and Other 

Pacific 

Islander 

alone

Some 

other race 

alone

Two or 

more 

races

Total 

Population

Hispanic 

Population

2000** - - - - - - - - -

2010 92.1% 0.8% 0.1% 4.9% 0.0% 0.4% 1.6% 34,096 1.6%

2020 86.4% 1.0% 0.1% 6.3% 0.0% 0.6% 5.6% 36,886 2.4%

2000 75.5% 17.6% 0.3% 3.1% 0.0% 0.9% 2.5% 1,068,978 2.3%

2010 69.2% 21.2% 0.2% 3.9% 0.1% 2.3% 3.0% 1,163,414 4.8%

2020 60.6% 22.6% 0.3% 5.6% 0.0% 3.7% 7.0% 1,323,807 6.9%

2000 94.1% 0.6% 0.2% 3.0% 0.0% 0.5% 1.7% 33,605 1.0%

2010 92.1% 0.8% 0.1% 4.9% 0.0% 0.4% 1.6% 33,771 1.6%

2020 86.1% 1.0% 0.1% 6.6% 0.0% 0.6% 5.6% 36,800 2.4%

Source: U.S. Census

**data not available

Upper Arlington 

Schools Boundary

Race & Ethnicity

Franklin County

Upper Arlington City
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According to the 2021 ACS estimates, most of the population in the District boundary speaks only 

English. The table below shows the languages spoken at home. 

Languages Spoken at Home 

(2021 Estimates)
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Population 5 years and over 32,737 1,183,796 32,315

Speak only English 90.4% 86.9% 90.6%

Speak a language other than English 9.6% 13.1% 9.4%

Spanish 691 44,171 660

Other Indo-European languages 1,180 37,885 1,076

Asian and Pacific Island languages 1,058 33,733 1,080

Other languages 217 39,590 217

Source: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (2021)
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Housing & Families 

According to the 2021 ACS estimates, approximately 85% of the homes in the Upper Arlington 

Schools boundary are single-unit structures while 15% of the homes are 2-or-more-unit structures. 

Nearly 38% of the District boundaryõs households have at least one school-aged (or younger) child 

in them. 

Housing & Families 

(2021 Estimates)
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Total Households 14,224 537,109 14,213

1-unit structures 84.7% 64.4% 84.0%

2-or-more-unit structures 15.2% 34.7% 16.0%

Mobile homes and all other types 0.1% 0.9% 0.1%

Owner occupied: 79.7% 53.6% 78.9%

Renter occupied: 20.3% 46.4% 21.1%

Households with one or more people 

under 18 years
37.9% 30.1% 37.8%

Average Family Size 3.13 3.08 3.13

Average Household Size 2.57 2.39 2.56

Source: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (2021)
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According to the 2021 ACS estimates, the average family size and average household size are 

estimated to have increased in the District boundary since the 2010 Census. 

The number of total and occupied housing units in the District boundary has increased while the 

number of vacant units has decreased. 

Average Family 

Size

Average 

Household Size

2000** - -

2010 2.99 2.42

2021* 3.13 2.57

Trend

2000 2.97 2.39

2010 3.05 2.38

2021* 3.08 2.39

Trend

2000 2.94 2.39

2010 2.99 2.44

2021* 3.13 2.56

Trend

Source: U.S. Census

*Source: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (2021)

**data not available

Family/Household Size

Franklin County

Upper Arlington 

Schools 

Boundary

Upper Arlington 

City

Total 

housing units

Occupied 

housing units

Vacant 

housing units

2000** - - -

2010 14,788 13,968 820

2021* 14,916 14,224 692

Trend

2000 471,016 438,778 32,238

2010 527,186 477,235 49,951

2021* 576,698 537,109 39,589

Trend

2000 14,428 13,979 449

2010 14,544 13,754 790

2021* 14,946 14,213 733

Trend

Source: U.S. Census

*Source: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (2021)

**data not available

Upper Arlington 

City

Housing Occupancy

Franklin County

Upper Arlington 

Schools 

Boundary
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Industry & Occupation 

The table below illustrates the types of industry and occupation in the Upper Arlington Schools 

boundary and the areas it serves. 2021 estimates are calculated for the civilian employed population 

16 years and over. 

Industry & Occupation for the Civilian Employed 

Population 16 Years and Over, 

(2021 Estimates)
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Total population 36,652 1,313,598 36,566

Civilian employed population, 16 years and over 18,604 690,071 18,659

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 0.1% 0.3% 0.1%

Construction 3.3% 4.5% 3.2%

Manufacturing 6.3% 7.4% 6.2%

Wholesale trade 3.2% 2.7% 3.2%

Retail trade 6.8% 11.4% 7.0%

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 3.8% 6.9% 3.8%

Information 2.1% 2.1% 2.0%

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and 

leasing
12.0% 9.6% 12.1%

Professional, scientific, and management, and 

administrative and waste management services
16.8% 12.7% 16.7%

Educational services, and health care and social 

assistance
31.7% 24.9% 31.8%

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and 

accommodation and food services
6.9% 9.1% 7.1%

Other services, except public administration 3.3% 3.9% 3.2%

Public administration 3.8% 4.5% 3.6%

Management, business, science, and arts occupations 68.3% 45.3% 68.5%

Service occupations 8.4% 15.5% 8.3%

Sales and office occupations 17.5% 21.1% 17.5%

Natural resources, construction, and maintenance 

occupations
1.8% 5.0% 1.7%

Production, transportation, and material moving 

occupations
4.0% 13.2% 4.0%

Source: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (2021)

Industry

Occupation
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Financial Status 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, earnings come from a job (salary/wages) while income also 

includes payments such as òSocial Security, pensions, child support, public assistance, annuities, 

money derived from rental properties, interest and dividends.ó The table below shows income, 

earnings, poverty status, and unemployment rate in the ACS 2021 estimates. 

Financial Status 

(2021 Estimates)
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Population 16 years and over 

with earnings
19,698 734,174 19,403

Full-time, year-round 

workers with earnings
13,342 473,996 13,074

$1 to $9,999 or loss 0.7% 1.2% 0.6%

$10,000 to $14,999 1.5% 2.5% 1.5%

$15,000 to $24,999 3.0% 10.7% 3.0%

$25,000 to $34,999 5.4% 16.8% 5.3%

$35,000 to $49,999 11.8% 21.4% 11.8%

$50,000 to $64,999 14.7% 16.6% 14.6%

$65,000 to $74,999 6.2% 7.2% 6.1%

$75,000 to $99,999 17.0% 11.1% 17.2%

$100,000 or more 39.7% 12.6% 40.0%

Median Earnings $61,825 $34,128 $62,008

Total Households 14,131 504,702 13,888

Less than $10,000 1.9% 6.9% 1.9%

$10,000 to $14,999 0.9% 4.2% 1.0%

$15,000 to $24,999 3.6% 8.8% 3.5%

$25,000 to $34,999 3.8% 9.4% 3.8%

$35,000 to $49,999 7.6% 13.4% 7.5%

$50,000 to $74,999 13.5% 18.5% 13.1%

$75,000 to $99,999 12.5% 13.1% 12.8%

$100,000 to $149,999 19.5% 14.8% 19.3%

$150,000 to $199,999 13.8% 5.4% 13.8%

$200,000 or more 22.9% 5.4% 23.3%

Median income (dollars) $114,750 $58,762 $115,093

% below poverty level 2.8% 16.3% 2.8%

Under 18 years 2.4% 23.5% 2.5%

18 to 64 years 3.4% 14.9% 3.3%

65 years and over 1.5% 9.1% 1.5%

Population 20 to 64 years 2.5% 4.4% 2.3%

Source: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (2021)

Earnings

Household Income

Poverty Status

Unemployment Rate
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Computer / Internet Access 

The table below shows the presence of a computer and/or internet subscription in households in 

the geographies served by the District, according the 2021 ACS estimates. Percentages shown are 

based on total households. 

% of Total Households with 

Internet/Computers 

(2021 Estimates)
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Has a Computer 98.3% 95.2% 98.3%

Has an Internet subscription 96.4% 90.3% 96.4%

Has no Internet Subscription 1.9% 4.9% 1.9%

Has no Computer 1.7% 4.8% 1.7%

Source: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (2021)
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School Enrollment 

The tables below summarize the percentage of the population living within the Upper Arlington 

Schools boundary, by age group, enrolled in school; enrolled in school and attending public school; 

and enrolled in school and attending private school, based on U.S. Census American Community 

Survey (ACS) 5ðYear Estimates. Home-schooled children are counted in the private school data. If 

anyone in these age groups had not attended any school in the 3 months before the survey was 

conducted, they were considered to not be enrolled in any school. 

It should be noted that this data is not a survey of the students attending schools in the District; 

rather, it is based on monthly surveys sent out by the ACS to households in the District boundary. 

This survey data is then used to create the estimates shown in the tables below. 

Age Group 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Trend

3-4 66.8% 70.6% 69.9% 66.8% 64.7% 62.0% 63.2% 61.4% 62.9% 60.1% 64.8% 62.9%

5-9 95.6% 97.3% 97.1% 96.4% 96.0% 95.7% 96.6% 97.2% 96.5% 96.4% 96.0% 96.8%

10-14 97.7% 97.4% 97.1% 96.0% 96.5% 96.9% 98.6% 96.7% 98.5% 98.6% 98.6% 98.4%

15-17 98.3% 99.2% 99.1% 99.1% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

18-19 90.4% 93.1% 96.7% 93.7% 91.6% 89.1% 86.4% 83.6% 87.5% 89.0% 92.3% 90.7%

Age Group 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Trend

3-4 38.5% 38.4% 43.2% 46.5% 48.7% 51.5% 52.1% 47.7% 51.8% 48.5% 53.7% 53.8%

5-9 77.9% 82.6% 86.1% 88.5% 86.8% 83.6% 82.8% 82.3% 82.1% 83.5% 84.8% 85.4%

10-14 89.2% 88.6% 89.0% 88.2% 85.4% 85.5% 86.8% 87.6% 88.4% 88.9% 88.9% 90.1%

15-17 93.9% 93.3% 90.9% 88.4% 89.1% 91.0% 89.9% 91.5% 92.1% 88.1% 86.4% 88.9%

18-19 80.9% 81.3% 79.0% 82.8% 80.6% 84.4% 90.0% 93.8% 88.5% 92.8% 89.4% 88.4%

Age Group 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Trend

3-4 61.5% 61.6% 56.8% 53.5% 51.3% 48.5% 47.9% 52.3% 48.2% 51.5% 46.3% 46.2%

5-9 22.1% 17.4% 13.9% 11.5% 13.2% 16.4% 17.2% 17.7% 17.9% 16.5% 15.2% 14.6%

10-14 10.8% 11.4% 11.0% 11.8% 14.6% 14.5% 13.2% 12.4% 11.6% 11.1% 11.1% 9.9%

15-17 6.1% 6.7% 9.1% 11.6% 10.9% 9.0% 10.1% 8.5% 7.9% 11.9% 13.6% 11.1%

18-19 19.1% 18.8% 21.0% 17.2% 19.4% 15.6% 10.0% 6.3% 11.5% 7.2% 10.6% 11.6%

Source: U.S. Census American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

Source: U.S. Census American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

UPPER ARLINGTON SCHOOLS BOUNDARY

% OF AGE GROUP ENROLLED IN SCHOOL ATTENDING PRIVATE SCHOOL

Source: U.S. Census American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

UPPER ARLINGTON SCHOOLS BOUNDARY

% OF AGE GROUP ENROLLED IN SCHOOL ATTENDING PUBLIC SCHOOL

UPPER ARLINGTON SCHOOLS BOUNDARY

% OF AGE GROUP ENROLLED IN SCHOOL
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GENERAL DEMOGRAPHICS 

The following information represents block group estimates created from market research and U.S. 

Census data obtained from the Environmental Systems Research Institute [ESRI].  ESRI provides a 

yearly update to their demographic data in increments of five years.  To make updates to their 

demographic data set, they use American Community Survey [ACS] data that takes a series of 

monthly sample surveys but only from areas with populations of 65,000 or more.  One year of ACS 

data is a period estimate as a twelve-month average, rather than a single point in time. 

According to the ESRI estimates, the total population of Franklin County is estimated to increase 
over the next five years.  As illustrated in the table below, the number of children, ages 5-18, is 

estimated to decrease by 1,125 children, or approximately 0 percent. 

Paste block group table and bar 

chart at 80% size. Align center 

Age Group 2022 2027 Change % Change

Ages 0-2 50,725 52,521 1,796 4%

Ages 3-4 33,202 33,918 716 2%

Ages 5-10 100,109 99,318 -791 -1%

Ages 11-13 49,646 49,028 -618 -1%

Ages 14-18 80,852 81,136 284 0%

Ages 5-18 230,607 229,482 -1,125 0%

Total Population 1,354,579 1,383,219 28,640 2%

Source: ESRI BIS

FRANKLIN COUNTY
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UPPER ARLINGTON SCHOOLS BOUNDARY 

ESTIMATED SCHOOL-AGED POPULATION CHANGE 

2022-2027 

The map on the following page shows school-aged population change in the U.S. Census block 

groups within / around the Upper Arlington Schools boundary. Population changes are based on 

2022 and 2027 estimates.  

A block group is defined by the U.S. Census Bureau as, òa statistical district of a census tract, 

generally defined to contain between 600 and 3,000 people and 240 and 1,200 housing units, and 

the smallest geographic unit for which the Census Bureau tabulates sample data.ó  
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INCLUDE BLOCK GROUP MAP HERE 

ROTATE IF NECESSARY 
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