Graduation Endorsements & Requirements

Freshman 2014 — 2015

This letter is to inform you of new graduation requirements for Freshman entering the 2014-2015
school year. House Bill 5 (HB 5), introduced several changes and mandates to Texas Public
Education. One of the mandates is that 2014-2015 Freshmen will follow a new graduation plan.
Students entering the ninth grade have the opportunity to select an endorsement to establish a
plan for completing required graduation credits. Students will complete the Foundation High
School Program and a chosen endorsement program of their choice. This graduation plan and
the endorsement options will be discussed with your son or daughter on the morning of April 8"
at the Middle School and we invite you to attend a parent meeting with your son or daughter on
the same evening of April 8, 2014 at 5:30 PM at the O’Donnell auditorium. A presentation will
be provided and counselors and administrators will be on hand to answer questions. Your son or
daughter, along with you will be required to meet individually with a school counselor to decide
on a graduation path in the near future. These dates and times will be provided.

Below is a brief overview to get you started on understanding the new graduation plan and
requirements. We look forward to seeing you on April 8"

What is the Foundation High School Program ?

The Foundation High School Program is a core of classes in the areas of Math, English,
Science, Social Studies, Foreign language, Fine Arts, Physical Education and electives that all
students must complete as a foundation to graduate from high school in Texas.

What is an endorsement ?

All incoming ninth grade students will be asked to select an Endorsement as a plan to complete
the required credits for graduation.

The five endorsements you can choose from are:

» STEM: courses directly related to science, technology, engineering and math.

Business and Industry: courses directly related to database management, info tech, etc.
Public Services: courses related to health science & occupations, educ., law enforecmt
Arts and Humanities: courses directly related to political science, languages, cultural
Multidisciplinary Studies. courses from the curriculum of each endorsement area.
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What is the Distinguished Level of Achievement ?

A student can earn the Distinguished Level of Achievement by completing 26 credits. These
credits must include the Foundation Program requirements and at least one endorsement.
Algebra Il must be completed as one of the four math credits and a fourth advanced science
credit must be earned as one of the Foundation or elective credits. Students must graduate at the
Distinguished Level of Achievement to be eligible for automatic admission to state colleges and
universities through the Top Ten Percent Plan.



