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The MakeWaves Monthly 
We develop students to become the best versions of themselves, so they can transform the world.

Superintendents’ Message 
 Wow! Thank you so much for making our first ever Gulf Shores Gives Back event a success! We are so 
appreciative of our students, employees, parents and community with their willingness to serve, show team 
spirit, and promote positive energy. Our students would not have had the opportunity to develop a habit of 
community service without the leadership from our employees! Thank you! While many, many people 
contributed to the planning and coordination of Gulf Shores Gives Back, we would like to recognize the 
Mental Health Advisory/Gulf Shores Gives Back Committee. This committee has been meeting for more 
than a year to plan this event. It is challenging to implement a new idea especially when the scale is so large 
and there is no blueprint to follow. However, this team came together and turned this idea into a reality. If 
you did not have the opportunity to participate this year, we hope you will join us next year for this annual 
event. Take a few moments to view the Gulf Shores Gives Back page on our website and the photo gallery 
of our special day. MakeWaves!                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                              
Dr. Matt Akin - Superintendent  makin@gsboe.org 
Dr. Stephanie Harrison - Assistant Superintendent sharrison@gsboe.org 
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ACADEMY 

https://www.gsboe.org/gsgivesback
mailto:makin@gsboe.org
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Middle School 
Aubree Wiggins 
Grade - 8th Grade 
Area of Recognition - Leadership 

I’m a WaveMaker because...  
I am pleased to nominate Aubree Wiggins for 
the Student WaveMaker award in recognition 
of her exceptional courage, quick thinking, 
and compassionate actions. Recently, Aubree demonstrated 
exemplary composure and responsibility when she was escorting a 
friend to the nurse, and an unexpected emergency arose. In a 
moment of crisis, Aubree's swift response was nothing short of 
heroic. She efficiently and safely guided her friend to the ground, 
all while maintaining a calm and collected demeanor. Aubree's 
ability to think on her feet and promptly alert the appropriate adults 
ensured that her friend received the necessary assistance promptly. 
Her unwavering commitment to the well-being of others showcases 
qualities that make her a standout candidate for the Student 
WaveMaker award. Aubree's actions not only exemplify leadership 
but also reflect her genuine concern for the welfare of her peers, 
making her a deserving nominee for this prestigious recognition.
~Nominated by Kinzie Shamblin~
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Elementary School 
Alyza Mardis                                                                     
Grade - 5th Grade 
Area of Recognition -                                                 
Diligence and hard work                                                                                        

I’m a WaveMaker because...                                            
Alyza has demonstrated impressive improvements in 
academic achievement. She has a self-awareness that allows 
her to know what she needs to do her best. Alyza is goal-
oriented and takes ownership of her learning. In the 
classroom, she exudes kindness and maturity. She is a quiet a 
leader and her work ethic is unmatched. Alyza has the ability 
to see a need and take action. She sets an example for her 
classmates in her attitude and dedication to learning. Alyza is 
an excellent candidate for WaveMaker of the Month!
~Nominated by Heather Bender~ 

 

High School 
Mylah Howard 
Grade - 9th Grade 
Area of Recognition -  
Event Planning & Hospitality and Tourism

I’m a WaveMaker because… 
Mylah Howard is a fantastic choice for WaveMaker. Mylah is a 
freshman and I’ve had the pleasure of teaching her both semesters. 
She is wise, mature beyond her years, polite, and an absolute 
delight to work with. Last week I needed students to speak to a film 
crew about the work they do in my class. She volunteered her time 
and did a beautiful job representing what our Hospitality and 
Tourism courses are all about. In class Mylah always submits 
quality work and one can tell that she takes pride in her academics. 
I know that I can rely on her to take the reins on a project, and she 
is going to shine this semester in Event Planning. She’s already a 
leader in developing plans for Farm to Table, Earth Day, Gulf 
Shores Gives Back Day, and our Scholar’s Bowl tournament. Any 
teacher would be lucky to have her. I enjoy seeing her smiling face 
every day.
~Nominated by Amanda Talantis~

Meet Our Student WaveMakers of the Month 

What is a WaveMaker? Someone who incites action or activity. 

Virtual Academy 
Jaxon Guzlas 
Grade - 5th Grade 
Area of Recognition - Kindness 
I’m a WaveMaker because...  
Not only is Jaxon an outstanding student at our Gulf 
Shores City Schools Virtual School, but he is also an
 outstanding human being. I learned about Jaxon's greatness when he 
touched my heart and the heart of many other individuals on Make Waves 
of Kindness Day. You see, he and his classmates were asked to record 20 
seconds or less of video in which they shared what kindness meant to 
them or a time when they were profoundly affected by kindness. Jaxon 
asked the teacher to send the video clips to him and he would put together 
a final product that could be shared with the community for Make Waves 
of Kindness Day. The product he created was both beautiful and touching, 
and also quite professionally produced. He took what was to be a simple 
assignment and turned it into an outreach that spread across the 
community and beyond. He used his talents to remind people of the 
importance of being kind to each other every day. He also reminds us that 
sometimes our smallest act of kindness becomes a treasured memory for 
someone else. It might just become that important thing they carry with 
them for years to come. So, well done, Jaxon. The world could use more 
young people like you. More individuals that think about how they can 
use their strengths and natural abilities to make the world a better place.
~Nominated by Sonya Price~ 
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Middle School    

Kaia Helms                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Bus Driver                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
I’m a WaveMaker because…   

 As a dedicated bus driver, Ms. Helms goes above and beyond to prioritize the safety and well-being of our students.                              
Beyond her role in transportation, she actively builds relationships with the students, creating a positive and supportive environment     
during their journeys. Ms. Helms consistently demonstrates her commitment by voluntarily signing up for fine arts, athletics,   field trips,    
and various events, regardless of the distance, late hours, or even holidays. Her unwavering dedication ensures that our students have         
the opportunity to participate in enriching experiences, showcasing her as a true WaveMaker within our school community.                                                                    
~Nominated by Brittney Reeves~ 

High School   

Mary Kate Harrell-Soria                                                                                                                                                                                       
Spanish                                                                                                                                                                                          
Volleyball  Coach                                                                                                                                                                                  
Head JV Girls Basketball Coach 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
I’m a WaveMaker because…                                                                                                                                                                
Coach MK is the epitome of a WaveMaker. It has been a great privilege to work with her and watch her grow as a Dolphin. She builds 
positive relationships with students and does everything with enthusiasm, which absolutely is contagious to all those around her. She 
teaches Spanish in creative and innovative ways to engage students and teaches them how to use technology to learn another language 
and explore the world. She encourages students to broaden their horizons and be empathetic to other cultures all while making it fun. If 
you haven't seen her Spanish Department Instagram @gshsspanishdept, you need to check it out because the videos are amazing and 
highlight just how great she is with students. As a coach, MK is a positive light on each staff she is a part of--volleyball and girls’ 
basketball--and she is the ultimate team player who is always ready to lend a hand. She spends countless hours at GSHS and on the road 
with both teams, and I have never heard her complain. She is very deserving of the WaveMaker recognition. She has impacted our lives, 
as well as numerous others', in more ways than we can count.  ~Nominated by Jessica Sampley and Alisha Tolbert~ 

Meet Our Staff WaveMakers of the Month 

What is a WaveMaker? Someone who incites action or activity. 

Elementary School 

Kristy Phillips                                                                                                                                                                                            
4th Grade Teacher 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

I’m a WaveMaker because… 

Kris Phillips can be counted on in every area of school life. She arrives early every day to make sure she is prepared. She is the lead ELA teacher for 
our grade level. She contributes innovative ideas that she shares to integrate ELA and history standards. Just recently she did a room transformation 
that included a gallery walk of Civil Rights Leaders with QR codes which peeked high interest among her students. She included inspiring quotes that 
linked our Leader in Me culture to the standards. Students were able to answer questions and spark deep conversations with each other. Kris is clearly 
an asset to our school.
~ Nominated by Stacey Smith~
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Elementary School 
Classroom Coffee Shop 

Mrs. Phillips' 4th grade ELA classes enjoyed their 
poetry by creating and sharing poems in their 
classroom coffee shop.

Middle School 
Impacts of Seaweed Farming 

High School 
Tasting Spaghetti Squash 

Virtual Academy 
Way to go Weatherman Jaxon!! 

Connect With Us! Stay informed on what’s happening with Gulf Shores City Schools! 

District/Schools Websites. - Facebook - Twitter - Instagram - You Tube  

Jaxon and WKRG Ed Bloodsworth breaking 
down the weather almanac.

Students have been learning how industry and 
conservation can go hand in hand. More 
specifically, we studied the impacts of seaweed 
farming. Some kelp can grow up to 3 feet per 
day! Because it is photosynthetic, it captures a 
LOT of carbon from our oceans and supplies 
more than 50% of Earth's oxygen. Finally, 
seaweed is a unique crop because it requires 
zero freshwater or land to grow.

Mrs. Madsen's Culinary class from Gulf Shores High 
School held a culinary tasting during our lunch 
waves! Students got to taste spaghetti squash 
prepared by the high school students. Once they 
tasted it and decided it was delicious, they could 
scan a QR code to enter to win the ingredients for 
the dish and get the recipe to make it at home! 

https://www.gsboe.org/
https://www.facebook.com/gulfshorescityschools
https://twitter.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=/GulfShoresBOE
https://www.instagram.com/gscityschools/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDETtsEE8aqP-fapD747BAQ
https://www.facebook.com/WKRGEd?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZU6sN4qGIzrJXksMPU3abd-rBCSbD2nh8y0_sIeCJMZb-Yie9BICfPQPUt6-od2giZCs4aWSrRGmYMS-ELjP1ckl5qzO8a6Ab66uIMJZiyR_tgB-PQlJf2mV46yFLRHNeZpsge6gkxF1xVPwzNdIScJZEP4nB4GTrkuFbEsxoMYMghjvHfZHqezh79YybYZfAKu6fUEBJQHUy-gZGL7G5Ja&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/GulfShoresHS?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWUchw_bTRSuboWI-NjJujpVkZZsSLjmMGqPG4umQSXtiMV2RJ2tNWX7tkPwutegmMfKV75rVswom5AL_72jacgEvqsgB_XGcW5XiVshWy49L5i6b4lTw_f1vpVqEybDbxsiov-cjKnD8ayFnRFiSsa279sGXwiISMjpVsGZE1FUfPsVr2XNVz8F3BdNGWRLV0&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/GulfShoresHS?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWUchw_bTRSuboWI-NjJujpVkZZsSLjmMGqPG4umQSXtiMV2RJ2tNWX7tkPwutegmMfKV75rVswom5AL_72jacgEvqsgB_XGcW5XiVshWy49L5i6b4lTw_f1vpVqEybDbxsiov-cjKnD8ayFnRFiSsa279sGXwiISMjpVsGZE1FUfPsVr2XNVz8F3BdNGWRLV0&__tn__=-%5DK-R


ISSUE 3 MARCH 2024

Health & Wellness 
Food Tasting Day “The Latin Way” 

GSCS CNP is having “A Taste of Child Nutrition” open 
house at the Middle School Cafeteria. It will be on 
Thursday, March 21st from 4:00-6:00pm. You will have 
the opportunity to meet the CNP staff, try new recipes, 
and provide constructive feedback to our CNP staff. This 
is a free community event and everyone is welcome!                                                 

Take Time For The Dolphin 
Walk!

Arts Education 
The Concert Band At GSMS 
Wow! What a performance! The Concert Band traveled to 
Baker High School to perform at the District VII Music 
Performance Assessment. Their performance was judged 
by a panel of 4 state sanctioned judges.

The band received a STRAIGHT SUPERIOR rating, 
including the highest possible scores from 2 of the 4 
judges! The students worked INCREDIBLY hard on this 
program, perfecting their 3 pieces for about 2 and a half 
months.


A Job Well Done! 

Teaching & Learning 
GSHS & GSES working together! 

The GSHS aviation class tested their hot air balloons 
for 1st grade students in enrichment at GSES.

Athletics 
Making Waves with Spring Sports   
If you have not had the opportunity to attend any spring 
sports, now is the time to view the Athletics website, select the 
sport, and view the schedule. GS spring sports are all making 
waves. Don’t miss out on these exciting sports. 

View our Athletics 
website!

https://gsboeathletics.com/
https://gsboeathletics.com/
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Save these upcoming dates! Looking forward

to a new season of GSHS Marching Band!

Ellis and Nate at GSES have a message for us all! 

GSES 4th and 5th grades started drone pilot training in STEAM with #dronelegends

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/dronelegends?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUXORpeR5YB3Dwerk39zB_L7HBuFV9Cy0I7usUCdVV7kDJfQzh9sh8W8WAeh08vBiKx_H9CCdKOsgcRgfzar601vnM4n_nWPUIvr5BM2p3e8CWqiNvKnJ0ttFrb4xkAxFT1xs3Vzd1CN4fIIUJMnPD0BQfclUnJjN7Skgr5HKrPnUyW71PtyWI07dH-zyaFwMw2qJPuhWh4w9Nu9UKcKvz0&__tn__=*NK-y-R


ISSUE 3 MARCH 2024

Congratulations to the GSMS winners of the 
Lions Club Peace Poster Contest! The theme 
this year was “Dare to Dream.”

1st place- Milan Francis (6) 

2nd place- Zoe Smalley (6) 

3rd place- Andrea Serrano (7)

Thank you to all who participated in the Kids 
Heart Challenge this year! The money you 
helped raise goes to help kids like our GSES 

Thank you to Cotton Creek Ladies Golf 
Association for all of your support to the 
Varsity Girls Golf Team! Go Dolphins

Congratulations to Mrs. Fleming’s environmental 
science students who competed today at the first 
annual Baldwin County Envirothon! They won and 
will be headed to the state competition in 
Columbiana next week! Team members:

Elisa Bruson

Jack Butler

Lauren Calvert

Ryder Dement

Henley Hollis 

Students learned from experts and tested their 
knowledge in these areas: Forestry, Aquatic 
Ecology, Wildlife, Stormwater Runoff, and Soils/
Land Use. The team with the highest scores won.
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Final. Sub-Regional win! Headed to 
Regionals to face St. Paul's in the Sweet 16!

Congratulations to our Dolphins 
@gshsgirlshoops ! ELITE 8! They took down 
St. Paul’s in the AHSAA 5A South Regional 
Semi-Final (final score 45-38) today and will 
face Eufaula in the championship on 2/21, 9 
AM, at Garrett Coliseum in Montgomery! 
Way to go, players and coaches! We are so 
proud of you!

GSES Dolphin Walk team!! We are headed in 
the right direction!

GSHS Varsity Scholar’s Bowl received 3rd 
place at the University of Mobile’s Brain 
Battle. The competition was tough and we 
are very proud of them!
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GSHS: Maya Griffin Signs With Coastal
We will miss #00 Maya Griffin but we are excited to see her move on to play 
basketball Coastal!

Sara Weidinger and Baze Morgan at GSES 
were our 600 building Leaders today! They 
kept our lines nice and safe walking to car 
line.

Beck Montiel and Mason Nettles of the 
GSHS Cross Country and Track teams spent 
part of this beautiful Sunday morning 
volunteering at the Gulf State Park at the 
"We Run This Beach Marathon."
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The awards keep coming for 
GSHS Senior bowler Rylan 
Stefankiewicz! He has been 
named 1st Team All-State for 
the 1A-5A division and 2nd 
Team All-State across all 
divisions. Congratulations 
Rylan! MakeWaves!!

Gulf Shores Girls Basketball is at Legacy 
Arena at The BJCC in Birmingham getting 
ready for the Final Four!.

Congratulations to these GSHS students at the 
District 7 Honor Band! They spent 2 days hard at 
work preparing a concert with the best musicians 
in southwest AL.

Back: Cooper Grindle, Aiden Holdsworth, Nathan 
Sansom, Gavin Burtram, Caiden Bennett, Josh 
Stint

Front: Jennifer Sundy, Sophia Colmar, Amanda 
Larenas, Tristyn Kutz, Lex Schneider

https://www.facebook.com/Legacy-Arena-at-The-BJCC-1409570332622252/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWqG28102XtMzXWmUJ0dAl1gh_7oXuG_lIAEOTjwK0dJCxG4KHUPass6Vn7hW7-7TkQ-27vIXssJ6f_Q9cF44-fuRKD4r_DQgvv-FWUwS4sQ5oH_3bOk3mM8pFMgtmvx_Pakh_PL3LyirKxooBfnQnnpLRtz0AK4bsYjpSQY8dbY4mY4X7OeLJ-ZhrhfuLH1yWspqlYzB_3us8zpEPYvMRC&__tn__=kC%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/Legacy-Arena-at-The-BJCC-1409570332622252/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWqG28102XtMzXWmUJ0dAl1gh_7oXuG_lIAEOTjwK0dJCxG4KHUPass6Vn7hW7-7TkQ-27vIXssJ6f_Q9cF44-fuRKD4r_DQgvv-FWUwS4sQ5oH_3bOk3mM8pFMgtmvx_Pakh_PL3LyirKxooBfnQnnpLRtz0AK4bsYjpSQY8dbY4mY4X7OeLJ-ZhrhfuLH1yWspqlYzB_3us8zpEPYvMRC&__tn__=kC%2CP-y-R
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Congratulations to Junior Beck Montiel on 
breaking his own school record in the mile 
at 4:36! This young man has quite a future.

Our NJHS Officers were inducted today! We are 
so proud of these students and their commitment 
to their school.

Gulf Shores High School Career Tech 
teachers, Mark Mitchell and Wil Tuggle, 
in partnership with Coastal Alabama 
Community College, offered a training 
course that certified seven students in 
heavy equipment operations with a 
concentration on skid steer. One of those 
students, Hayden Plybon, has been 
offered a job with Chem-Dry. Hayden will 
start his new job in May—he will be 
clearing sand, spreading gravel, and 
resurfacing driveways. Hopefully, this will 
inspire more students to take the heavy 
equipment course in the future at GSHS! 
Go Dolphins!
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GSHS Culinary ProStart Team brought home the Best 
Beef Dish Award from the Alabama Cattleman’s 
Association this year. A Tajin Crusted Filet was on the 
menu and wowed the judges in a big way! The girls 
won a set of Lodge cast iron pans and $1000 dollars 
for the culinary department. They also received the 
first place management competition. Great job!

GSHS FCCLA members at our state 
convention in Montgomery. Competition day 
was tough, but these girls represented!

Thank you Dolphin Foundation for your 
generous support to our FCCLA members! 
Headed to Alabama FCCLA State Conference 
& Competition! 
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These GSES Students enjoyed their new lunch 
and were all smiles! Tanya Hill and the CNP 
Team put this meal together for the district! The 
meal consisted of Broccoli Chicken Pasta, 
Corn Salad, Caesar Salad, Breadsticks, Fruit, 
and Milk!

The Lost and Found Logistics Team at GSES 
is helping our custodians by collecting items 
around campus. These items are held in a 
central location with easy access for those 
who may have lost or misplaced a jacket, 
lunchbox, backpack, or water bottle. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday these items are 
placed outside, near the front doors, for 
families to have a final look through. 
Unclaimed items are eventually donated.

Rising juniors and seniors, are you interested 
in taking a hands-on course with plenty of 
field experiences paired with a paid 
internship this summer? Complete the 
survey to be invited to the interest meeting!
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The OG EGGERS are back!!!  Who doesn't love candy 
filled eggs showing up around their house?! All 
proceeds are donated to the GSES K-Kids!

Fill out the form below!

Order Eggs:

https://forms.gle/mKHvMmJ8JP55SiX3A

Pay for Eggs:

Venmo: Kristie-Wheeles or drop payment off at 
Wheeles Realty/Wheeles Karate

We love how our community shows up to support our 
students! Wade Bradford from SouthState Bank came 
and talked to our Kids Hope Mentees this past week 
at GSMS. He discussed the types of skills needed for 
employment and other related business topics. Our 
goal is to always make sure our students leave us 
equipped with the skills they need to be successful!

Thank you to our Peer Helpers for leading 
the Tuesday Tour at GSMS! They walked 
community members around to different 
classrooms to show off all of the awesome 
things that are happening here.

https://forms.gle/mKHvMmJ8JP55SiX3A?fbclid=IwAR1xXvJuiBlY8uMMu8ag5U9ln2JQtLssQfxQP3oT2mzSaAYiiOjLH0wU9gY


ISSUE 3 MARCH 2024

Mae-Margaret Reed did a great job last week 
representing Gulf Shores Middle School at the 
Veterans Court in Foley with Judge Thomason. 
She presented the donations that she collected 
from her Red Ribbon project. With the funds 
that she raised through a school drive and from 
the community, she was able to donate 25 gift 
bags filled with goodies. She was also able to 
donate $500 which will cover the cost of 50 
drug tests for veterans. She was able to 
observe some of the court proceedings, as well. 
We are so proud of our 2023-2024 Red Ribbon 
Week Leader!

Thank you to all who donate to the Blessing 
Box out front at GSES and shout out to the 
K-Kids for taking care of keeping it stocked 
with your donations and for organizing it! 

Congratulations to Ansley Warner, Mariana 
Cervantes, and Talan Galvan for signing with 
Southern Union to play collegiate soccer! We 
are so proud! Go Dolphins!
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Community Conversations: March 21st
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Three GSMS students won 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
place in the Baldwin Humane Society’s 2024 
Art Contest! The theme this year was “There’s 
no place like home.”

1st Place- Davis Sinclair
2nd Place- Kyndal Swann 3rd Place- Ava Bettinger

GSMS Turbo Dolphins are bringing home three!! 
Way to go Gulf Shores!

Black Panther 2nd Place Overall-Intermediate 
Stock

Captain America 3rd Place Intermediate Modified

Black Widow 3rd Place Overall Advanced Stock
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GSMS: EcoCamp

GSHS: Scholar Athlete of the Month
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GSHS: Dolphin Wrestlers

GSES: 5th Graders Take Learning Outdoors

Congratulations to all the Dolphin Wrestlers who competed this weekend at the State Finals in Huntsville! We had 8 take 
the podium including the newest STATE CHAMPION, Landon Everett! 

* 106 Able Brantley - 3rd

* 113 Rhys Coulter - 4th

* 126 Ethan Sharkey - 4th

* 132 Noah Guthrie - 3rd

* 138 Taylor Cheek - 3rd

* 175 Weston Reed - 3rd

* 190 Landon Everett - State Champion

* 285 Sam Schepker - 4th

Thanks to Coach Shaw, Coach Gosnell, Coach Brantley, Coach Day, and Coach Howe!

Another “Blue Map” for Gulf Shores! 

Beautiful day for Robinson’s fifth graders to bike to Lake Shelby.  We identified several food chains in 
our local ecosystem.  Then students played a tag game called “Food Web.”
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GSES: Badminton and Tennis
Spring is in the air, the weather is warming up and physical education classes at the elementary school are working 
outdoors on badminton and tennis skills. 
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GSVA: Gardening Day

It was a beautiful day for the GSVA’a first Gardening Day where students set up and filled the 
raised garden beds with soil before planting dill, basil, parsley, carrots, zinnias and more! We also 
had vegetable trays, Veggie Straws and carrot cake for a themed snack underneath our new 
shade sails! Mrs. Green spearheaded this garden project to bring the vision to life! 
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GSVA: GS Public Library

GSES: Logistics Team

Thank you to Ms. Deanne and the Gulf 
Shores Public Library (Thomas B. Norton 
Public Library) for our storytime today! She 
also helped our students get their own 
library card to check out books on their level 
and books that interest them.

GSES custodian, Mr. Justin Davis, lead assembly of a utility wagon for our student led Logistics Team. 
These 5th graders, from Mrs. Bender’s homeroom, assisted Mr. Davis and had a real-life fraction lesson 
using a measuring tape and tools.

https://www.facebook.com/tbnortonpubliclibrary?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZW_ndgRoYHumAXk2SaA00_Fde6a0gpFL7g76tljJlQFel5N-yMc5WMEh1BTnYfivKq1DjhfRf3gO7ICZDWY1IN9-tQMCE5BkZyO68iJ20QxWg09OVQQzWY8fYXLmaE1dd0XTUOntEBRo02J_RYBksswUjlqwEhq2N3eSB54EolIFPaaKCop4-_bHc4C0jIhkcU&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/tbnortonpubliclibrary?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZW_ndgRoYHumAXk2SaA00_Fde6a0gpFL7g76tljJlQFel5N-yMc5WMEh1BTnYfivKq1DjhfRf3gO7ICZDWY1IN9-tQMCE5BkZyO68iJ20QxWg09OVQQzWY8fYXLmaE1dd0XTUOntEBRo02J_RYBksswUjlqwEhq2N3eSB54EolIFPaaKCop4-_bHc4C0jIhkcU&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/tbnortonpubliclibrary?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZW_ndgRoYHumAXk2SaA00_Fde6a0gpFL7g76tljJlQFel5N-yMc5WMEh1BTnYfivKq1DjhfRf3gO7ICZDWY1IN9-tQMCE5BkZyO68iJ20QxWg09OVQQzWY8fYXLmaE1dd0XTUOntEBRo02J_RYBksswUjlqwEhq2N3eSB54EolIFPaaKCop4-_bHc4C0jIhkcU&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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GSHS HOSA Chapter

GSHS HOSA Chapter received several Recognition Awards for service to your community! 


3rd place Banner Competition 

4th place America’s Blood Centers & HOSA Blood Drive 

3rd Place HOSA Service Project- Be the Match 

70+ hours Volunteer Hours (Barbara James Service Award)
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GSHS: Envirothon Team
Mrs. Krista Fleming and her new Envirothon Team are currently at the Alabama 4-H Center in 
Columbiana competing for a state title! This is our first year participating in this event, and the team 
won the Baldwin County championship! Our team’s test scores earned 2nd place (out of 26 teams!) in 
the state, and they will be presenting today for the 2nd half of the competition. The presentations and 
test scores will then be tallied together for the final score. Let’s go, Dolphins! If our team wins, they will 
compete in the upcoming national competition.

Several of our GS Elementary Virtual Academy students met at The Factory today to use their free 
one-hour certificate for reaching their math facts Green Light goals in Reflex! Thank you to The 
Factory Gulf Shores for providing this generous incentive to achieve!

https://www.facebook.com/thefactorygs?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUfZjS8UoIm0MmTAA3b-yd_f_R8X9oWLkVIg4NhbPZ02vDCqFcvCck7ood6GsWpzVIIuou53ex0hAXDR_MO0Xrmsa5R8UQz7tdeJOaZCIP-Xmh-WD-MYojTVn6kjRKntP6RY-k1vUkkjO6sgqkPLhmnMnqnGSBqhn_T2_SEg14cxxg4OCBlxxpofaQeoUv8Lg30fcOl2MWYvAVkzZoGCzOQ&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/thefactorygs?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUfZjS8UoIm0MmTAA3b-yd_f_R8X9oWLkVIg4NhbPZ02vDCqFcvCck7ood6GsWpzVIIuou53ex0hAXDR_MO0Xrmsa5R8UQz7tdeJOaZCIP-Xmh-WD-MYojTVn6kjRKntP6RY-k1vUkkjO6sgqkPLhmnMnqnGSBqhn_T2_SEg14cxxg4OCBlxxpofaQeoUv8Lg30fcOl2MWYvAVkzZoGCzOQ&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
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Our amazing partners from Jones Valley Teaching Farm 
visited for two days last week to work with students and 
teachers at all three schools! Thank you, Leah and 
Alan, for all the assistance! JVTF taught a lesson about 
seed dispersal with Mrs. Vicki Miller and her students 
that used our outdoor learning space for some hands-
on learning. They met with Mrs. Martha Morales to 
make recommendations about the GSMS greenhouse 
and then taught her sustainability students how to best 
prune the tomato plants in the bato bucket system. At 
GSHS, the group worked with students and teachers to 
complete the irrigation to the new raised bed garden 
and planted native pollinator plants in the new pollinator 
garden. We are so grateful for our partnership and for 
all our awesome students and teachers!

Outdoor Learning Space
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GSMS: Culinary Arts
GSHS and GSMS students took a leap today and tried something new! GSHS Culinary Arts students 
created a tasty spaghetti squash recipe for their classmates. The results were amazing! Thank you 
GSCS Nutrition Committee for your support!
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Celebration of Arbor Day
National Honor Society and Future Farmers of America members along with their sponsors, Mrs. 
Reffitt and Mr. Tuggle, gave out trees on this beautiful Saturday morning in celebration of Arbor 
Day!
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GSHS: Sustainability Academy Ag Program
Thanks to our amazing partnership with Coastal Alabama Community College and our teachers, 
Mark Mitchell and Wil Tuggle, students in our Sustainability Academy Ag Program had the 
opportunity to take a Heavy Equipment Operator: SkidSteer course and complete the lab work 
yesterday and today! The students earned a CTE credential, which will count as a college and 
career readiness indicator (CCRI), and gained very valuable career skills in a high-wage, high-need 
industry area.

https://www.facebook.com/CoastalAlabamaCC?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXxxABbtdLh5bz6zChexj8qpmDcPboNR6fuZMMyDQUlmliSQghAMvrS8WIkebFuxFMI8hic4U17zo-5iP0ngCpdxTFWZMYmuyaYw9-5dpKNv9dVCWjwyKGyUXqyHCzHZd61ctNmixtarOMYD4oyvgjrfIVJZJ-TpdCrSyhcKWsZL3Ay0UlZNAibdSrYx_Xihy_0zC0pg9eRgBbc1WWaQOoh&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
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GSCS: Make Waves of Kindness Day!
"Kind People are my Kind of People!” 


Thank you GSCS families and Community! Make Waves of Kindness Day was a Great Success!
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GSES: Tuesday Tour
Thank you for those that came to visit our school and for the Faculty and Students who gave us a great tour!
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GS Elementary Virtual Academy

Valentine party fun with GS Elementary Virtual Academy students! 
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Gulf Shores Middle School Band
Wow! What a performance! Today, the Concert Band traveled to Baker High School to perform at 
the District VII Music Performance Assessment. Their performance was judged by a panel of 4 
state sanctioned judges.

The band received a STRAIGHT SUPERIOR rating, including the highest possible scores from 2 
of the 4 judges! The students worked INCREDIBLY hard on this program, perfecting their 3 
pieces for about 2 and a half months.

Congratulations and Go Band!!

Amanda Talantis, teacher in the GSHS Hospitality and Tourism and Sustainability Academies, has 
been named the @mygreenschools and @GreenSchoolsNN 2024 Best of Green Schools recipient in 
the K-12 Educator category! Congratulations, Amanda!

Learn more about each of the winners and the incredible work they are doing to advance green 
schools: https://tinyurl.com/2wnjyr59

Best of Green Schools Award Recipient

https://tinyurl.com/2wnjyr59?fbclid=IwAR3g4FQGm-llSdXTJvmCgdAUB0x0yWA9YXfYWMzCccDff_Wez0e8yxn6A7I
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Alabama Community Education Association
Gulf Shores Elementary School proudly 
announces that Jack Hyde, a GSHS senior, has 
been named the Alabama Community Education 
Association (ACEA) Student Worker of the Year for 
his exceptional dedication to fostering community 
education and making a positive impact on the 
Gulf Shores Elementary School after-school and 
summer programs! Follow the link for more!

https://resources.finalsite.net/.../PressRelease...

Gulf Shores Middle School is proud to announce 
that Ms. Brittney Reeves, Program Director, and 
Mr. Scott Prince, Program Teacher, have been 
honored with the Peggy Spain McDonald 
Innovative STEM Award by the Alabama 
Community Education Association for their 
outstanding contributions to the Greenpower 
program. Please follow the link for more!

https://resources.finalsite.net/.../PressRelease...

North-South All-Star squads for the 
upcoming 28th annual AHSAA North-South 
All-Star Boys’ and Girls’ basketball 
competition have been selected. The four 
15-member teams comprised of 2025 rising 
seniors were announced by Brandon Dean, 
Director of the Alabama High School Athletic 
Directors & Coaches Association 
(AHSADCA).

Congrats to Keyona for making the South 
roster! She is one of 23 players selected that 
participated in the 2024 State 
Championships at the BJCC. The all-star 
competition will be played in July.

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1709932171/gulfshoresalgov/fhkmswvdvmyhnwy5vh35/PressRelease-GSCSACEAStudentWorkeroftheYeardocx.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3_bKhgbMXAHN3fhR9uR4DH7gkQ_Z8YT7mrBlqvaQzxooIWtbUAelgVhd4
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1709932087/gulfshoresalgov/c0oqmjkxljdbnegjomgb/PressRelease-GSCSACEAPeggySpainMcDonaldInnovativeSTEMAwarddocx.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2LmJ31tLRnXKnt8imY-vn-NAZBNCyezu_H0FD0cX2K8sCxlojAngMDG30
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Tanya Hill: CNP Manager

Tanya Hill is the Child Nutrition Director for Gulf Shores City Schools. We learned about how many 
children get fed daily and how the numbers are growing at a fantastic rate. Did you know that 
although Gulf Shores is perceived as a "wealthy" community, we have a massive number of 
students on assistance so that they can receive meals each day? Some of us did, some of us did 
not. It's hard to imagine that there are hungry kids in Gulf Shores that need our help beyond the 
meal programs that our schools so efficiently provide.

It's no wonder that Tanya was the recipient of the Coastal Alabama Business Chamber's Island 
Spirit Award in September 2021. She is truly a giver with a servant heart. Thank you for your service 
to our children Tanya!
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Gulf Shores City Schools is providing the opportunity for our community members, parents, etc. 
to tour each of our schools to see the wonderful things going on in our 
classrooms.  Our “Tuesday Tour” will take place on Tuesday, April 16th from 9:00am 
-10:30am at Gulf Shores High School.  Visitors will have a chance to look inside our 
classrooms and experience the culture and innovation of Gulf Shores City Schools. 

To sign up, click on the following link: Take The Tuesday Tour

Take The Tuesday Tour in April

Congratulations to the Gulf Shores Middle 
School students that were chosen to be 
published in the national Celebrating Art 
Contest. This is a huge honor as only the 
best artwork is chosen for publication out of 
thousands of entries.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsVIrOMeK6LnkXPQ5Ra8j18BuQBjTMOOsKcpMIuF4bpFhDUg/viewform
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Eat The Rainbow

The Gulf Shores Golf team was 
honored to spend time with some 
elementary students on the 
Walking School Bus! Go Dolphins!



ISSUE 3 MARCH 2024



ISSUE 3 MARCH 2024

Connect With Us: 
Matt Akin - Superintendent  
Stephanie Harrison - Assistant Superintendent                                              
Sandi Harris - Office Manager                 
Chad Green - CSFO                 
Marcelina Parrish - Human Resource Manager       
Chezley Neth - Data Management & Reporting Analyst 
Paul Wilson - Athletic Director     
Joey Drews - Director of Educational Technology & Student Support Services           
Beau Roode - Director of Operations 
Sonya Price - Director of Exceptional Education 
Carrie Barragan - English Second Language 
Tanya Hill - Child Nutrition Program Coordinator 
Randall Carlisle- Student Engagement, Transportation and Safety Coordinator                     Joe McAleer-Social Media 
Jessica Sampley - Career Tech Coordinator 
Karen Pearson - District Testing Coordinator 
Sara Parker - Mental Health Coordinator

 
                                     

BOE:  3/7 Work Session                                   
GSCS: 3/8 Early Dismissal 11:30am                          
BOE:  3/14 Regular Board Meeting                 
GSCS: 3/12 The Tuesday Tour - GSMS 9:00am    
GSCS: 3/14 Gulf Shores Gives Back                
GSES: 3/14 NEHS Induction                           
GSCS: 3/21 A Taste of Nutrition 4:00-6:00pm  
GSCS: 3/21 Community Conversation-GSHS 
5:30pm                                                        
GSCS: 3/25-29 Spring Break - No School    
GSHS: 4/4 Farm To Table 5:30pm                   
GSHS: 4/13 Prom                                           
GSCS: 4/16 Tuesday Tour: High School 9:00am         

Happening at GSCS: 

District 
Elementary School  
Middle School 
High School 
Virtual Academy 

Do you have a 
suggestion or comment 
you would like to share 
with us?  

Connect with GSCS

GSCS Board Meeting Round Up: Too busy to attend school board meetings, but still wanna know more? Check out 
the episodes of “Board Shorts” to stay up-to-date.

Tuesday, April 24th is Kindergarten Registration! We are so excited to welcome our new students 

and parents. Please remember, if your child is currently a PreK student at Gulf Shores Elementary, 

there is no need to come to registration day. Information will be sent out soon regarding enrolling 

current students for the upcoming school year.

April 24th is strictly for new students coming to kindergarten at GSES. Please remember to bring 

your child with you as we will complete a brief screener with them while your paperwork is being 

completed. There are two timeframes in which you can attend. They are 8:30-11 and 12:00-2:30. 

You do not need an appointment. You just need to show up at some point during one of those timeframes. 

Please be sure that you have completed the 24-25 online registration beforehand (before 4/22/24). It can be accessed at 

https://www.gsboe.org/login/enrollment-registration 

In addition, please be sure to bring the following as they will be turned into our registrar: birth certificate, immunization 
record, and 3 proofs of residency, which can also be uploaded during registration (1 of these must be lease/deed/
mortgage), drivers license or official photo ID. If the student does not live with both parents, legal documents stating 
physical custody must be provided (Guardianship Documentation, Divorce Decree, Legal Guardianship, etc.)

https://www.gsboe.org/
https://gses.gsboe.org/
https://gsms.gsboe.org/
https://gshs.gsboe.org/
https://gsva.gsboe.org/
https://www.gsboe.org/board-of-education/board-shorts
https://www.instagram.com/gscityschools/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDETtsEE8aqP-fapD747BAQ
https://www.facebook.com/gulfshorescityschools
mailto:makin@gsboe.org
mailto:sharrison@gsboe.org
mailto:sharris@gsboe.org
mailto:cgreen@gsboe.org
mailto:mparrish@gsboe.org
mailto:cneth@gsboe.org
mailto:pwilson@gsboe.org
mailto:jdrews@gsboe.org
mailto:broode@gsboe.org
mailto:sprice@gsboe.org
mailto:cbarragan@gsboe.org
mailto:thill@gsboe.org
mailto:rcarlisle@gsboe.org
mailto:jmcaleer@gsboe.org
mailto:jsampley@gsboe.org
mailto:kpearson@gsboe.org
mailto:sparker@gsboe.org
mailto:https://twitter.com/GulfShoresBOE
mailto:info@gsboe.org
https://www.gsboe.org/login/enrollment-registration?fbclid=IwAR1YUrUberY8s0s8As26rHpCIBc28T5bNoyR3LwMykh-BeqQ7clgL7xLIfc
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