
RUNNING START INFO SESSION

2024-2025 Academic Year



Only One Rule…
• Breathe and know 

there is support 
and resources to 
learn more.



RUNNING START BASICS

• Dual credit program for HS juniors and seniors
• Available fall, winter, and spring terms. Summer is sometimes available
• Tuition paid through Running Start

• Students responsible for fees and books
• Students qualifying for fee waiver get most fees and books paid

•  May take up to 21 college level credits per term
• 15 credits = typical full time class load 
• 1 high school credit = 5 college credits 
• 100-level courses and above 



RUNNING START BASICS

• Can be full time or part time college student
• Can take transfer or career technical education courses
• This is your experience



HOW DOES A STUDENT QUALIFY? 

▪ Junior or Senior in high school
▪ Guided Self Placement

▪ All students are required to take English Guided 
Self-Placement. 

▪ Guided Self-Placement (GSP) for English and 
math are processes designed to provide you with 
information needed to make an informed decision 
about your English and math placement.

▪ Math typically completed at high school for HS 
grad requirements. Algebra 2.

▪ To take college-level math for associate degree, 
students must to take Math Guided Self-Placement



▪ Every term students pay: 
▪ Student fees

▪ EX: 15 credits (full-time student) $225.00 (approx) 
per term at Pierce College

▪ Course fees
▪ Books 

▪ $300+ for full-time students
▪ Supplies
▪ Provide own transportation 

PROGRAM COSTS

Student Fee Waiver: available to eligible students (waives student fees and 
excess credit tuition; automatically eligible for book loan program) 



BEING A COLLEGE STUDENT MEANS…

• Classes may move at a faster pace
• Grades appear on permanent college 

and high school transcript 
• Attendance/Engagement  is required to be successful 
• Different holiday schedule 
• Communication between college, guidance counselors, and family must 

comply with FERPA
• Active partnership between student, family, guidance counselor, and 

college is essential to student success!



BEING A COLLEGE STUDENT MEANS…

•  Be Pro-Active!
• You have to initiate communication, both sending and receiving. 
• You must regularly check on messages in your preferred email, ctcLink, and 

Starfish.

•  Be Fully Engaged!
• You must attend class, both in person and on-line. 
• You must reach out with questions and needed support. 



BEING A MENTOR MEANS…

•  Be Fully Engaged With Your Student’s Experience!
• You should ask a lot of questions. Remember FERPA?
• You can remind your student about checking email, ctcLink, and Starfish.



BEING A MENTOR MEANS…  ctcLink

Important messages Register for classes

Balance Due



BEING A MENTOR MEANS…   Starfish

Important messages



BEING A MENTOR MEANS…   Starfish

Important support



BEING A MENTOR MEANS…   Starfish

Important degree 
info



PIERCE COLLEGE: 
COLLEGE SUCCESS – COLLG 110/115

▪ College Success is designed to prepare 
students to navigate the college system and 
enhance opportunities for success 

▪ Navigating college 

▪ Career exploration

▪ Campus resources

▪ Online tools for learning 

▪ College Success 
▪ Requirement for all new students in 

first quarter 

▪ COLLG 110: College Success (3 credit)

▪ COLLG 115: Personal and Academic 
Success   (5 credit)



PIERCE COLLEGE DEGREES AND 
PROGRAMS…

Fort Steilacoom, Puyallup, JBLM                 In Person, Hybrid, Online classes                       

Associate Degrees

Professional/ 
Technical Degrees

Programs and 
Pathway Maps

https://www.pierce.ctc.edu/associate-degrees
https://www.pierce.ctc.edu/associate-degrees
https://www.pierce.ctc.edu/associate-degrees
https://www.pierce.ctc.edu/career-roadmaps
https://www.pierce.ctc.edu/career-roadmaps
http://catalog.pierce.ctc.edu/content.php?catoid=17&navoid=948
http://catalog.pierce.ctc.edu/content.php?catoid=17&navoid=948


IMPORTANT 
DATES: 

▪ Complete Admissions (Now): 

▪ Complete online admissions application for fall 2024

▪ Complete Guided Entry Processes (watch for your acceptance 
email): 

▪ Complete New Student Guide

▪ Complete Guided Self-Placement (GSP) for English (required) 
and Math placement (optional if taking math at High School 
and not completing associate degree)

▪ Complete Intake and Engagement Form

▪ Meet with your HS counselor and verify your graduation 
requirements

▪ Counselors will share timeline

▪ Review high school completion requirements

▪ Complete and sign Enrollment Verification Form (EVF)

▪ Get Connected and Registered (April – September)

▪ Schedule an appointment with a student success coach 
(college advisor)

▪ Bring graduation requirements to your appointment 

▪ Register for your classes and get your books/materials

▪ Submit your EVF to the college. It is your payment.

Fall/Summer Term Registration 
Opens: 
Returning Students May 6, 2024
New students May 20, 2024
Summer Term Classes Begins: 
July 1, 2024
Fall Term Classes Begins: 
September 23, 2024



Do you have to take classes at the High 
School?

1. Advanced Algebra is the only class you must take at the High 
School.

2. Students can take classes at the high school if they choose to 
do so.

3. Student’s do not have to take at the high school if they have 
completed Advanced Algebra.



Graduation Pathway

Options:

� Pass the SBA Math (May 2024) & English (April 2024)
� Pass a College level Math 100 and above
� Pass a College level English 100 and above
� Students can also take 2 credits of a CTE pathway



PATHWAYS
https://www.pierce.ctc.edu/pathways

https://www.pierce.ctc.edu/pathways


Check your BHS Email weekly

● Stay informed!!
● Information about your EVF
● This is how your counselor will communicate with you.



When Can I be on Campus at BHS?

� 10 minutes prior to your BHS Class starting and 10 minutes after.
� For an after school activity, Clubs, Sports
� Career Center Events
� Appointment scheduled with Counselor



When should I see my 
BHS Counselor or Contact Pierce?

 
 

BHS Counselor
� After Pierce application and registration 

is completed AND After Spring Break.
� Enrollment Verification Form- 2 weeks 

prior to needing to submit it.
� Questions about High School graduation 

requirements.
� Scheduling classes at BHS

Pierce Advisor/CTC Link/Starfish
� How to register for classes at Pierce.
� Associates Degree Planner.
� Questions about particular courses at 

Pierce.
� Payments or Fines at Pierce.
� Unable to register for classes.
� Help with creating CTC Link, Starfish 

Account. (Read your Email)
� Where to submit the EVF.



Thank you for choosing Pierce College.

QUESTIONS
Greg Brazell  gbrazell@pierce.ctc.edu 

Running Start https://www.pierce.ctc.edu/rs-get-started

mailto:gbrazell@pierce.ctc.edu
https://www.pierce.ctc.edu/rs-get-started


Pierce College Info Card 
and Next Steps


