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March 16, 2024 

Regional History Day 

 

March 19, 2024 

Family/Teacher Conferences 

4:00pm – 7:00pm 

 

March 22-24, 2024 

School Musical 

 

March 26-28, 2024 

MCA’s (Reading) 

 

March 28, 2024 

End of Third Quarter 

 

March 29, 2024 

No School for Students – Professional 

Day 

 

April 1, 2024 

Murray PACT Meeting 

5:00pm – 6:30pm 

 

April 3-4, 2024 

MCA’s Make-up (Reading) 

 

April 8-12, 2024 

Spring Break 
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There are no secrets to success.  It is the result of preparation, hard work and learning 
from failure.  Colin Powell 

 
Speaking of success, we are excited to share successes with you at our last evening of 
conferences.  If you haven’t already, please send in your form or reach out to Ms. 
Stefanie Folkema, our Family Engagement Coordinator, to schedule a time!  We want 
to see you as our partnership is critical to the success of our students. 

 
Regional History Day competitions are upon us.  Join our historical scholars at 
Johnson Senior High Saturday morning as they compete against the best in the region 
to advance with their projects.  Murray has a long tradition of strong researchers that 
often advance to the national level in Washington D.C.  It’s a guarantee that you will be 
amazed at their work.  Come check it out.  Presentations begin at 9:00AM. 

 
The Spring Musical is just days away.  The crew and crew-crew have been working 
hard and preparing for months to launch the opening night of Mary Poppins Junior, the 
Musical!  We have three shows on 3/22, 3/23 and 3/24.  There will be lots of singing, 
lots of laughs, great student performances and a packed auditorium.  Please join us for 
this annual tradition and help to support the performing arts at Murray Middle School.  
We hope to see you there! 

 
The end of quarter 3 is nine school days away.  Please connect with your student and 
create a plan for closing out the quarter.  Consider what work yet needs to be done 
and what their goals will be for the final quarter of the school year.  Connect with their 
teachers via email if you have questions. 

 
Celebrations: 
#Pilotprops of the week! Mr. Wenzel would like to celebrate Soleena Jimenez. 
Soleena works really hard and wants to learn. She has grown so much as a student in 
the 3 years I have been able to teach her. She has such a bright future! 
#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Ciancio would like to celebrate Mayor Ogbonna. Mayor 
is always ready to participate and is a great role model. Way to go Mayor! Murray is 
proud of you! 
 
Your Co-Pilot, 

 
Jamin McKenzie 

Principal, Murray Middle School 
 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Grade 
 

Science with Mr. Chase and Ms. 
Crowley: 
Mr. Chase's & Ms. Crowley's Earth 
science classes are developing deep 
understanding of how weather works. 
Students have made isothermic and 
isobaric maps. They have been learning 
about the wind's counterclockwise 
rotation around low pressures and the 
types of air masses that can interact to 
create storms along frontal boundaries. 
But they are really having fun with the 
green screen technology used to make 
forecasts. They have been practicing 
their screen skills, and hopefully we will 
have students contribute a video 
recording of a weekend forecast for 
families and/or for the Friday broadcast 
announcements. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Seventh Grade 
 

Science with Ms. Dooley: 
Human Biology –  
The students are continuing with their 
independent research presentations on 
recent science within the various systems 
in the human body. Next up will be 
several units with modeling and 
dissections to see the wonder of how 
organs and organ systems work together 
to keep us alive and functioning. 

 
Life Science – 
Students have wrapped up their genetics 
studies and are applying these skills and 
knowledge to make connections between 
ancient animals and their counterparts 
that live today. We are looking at 
penguins from around the world and 
building consensus models around 
where they came from and whether 
or not they are related to our ancient 
penguin fossil, Pedro.  We'll use these 
concepts to apply to other organisms as 
we build our understanding of how 
natural selection and common ancestry 
fit together. 

 
Global Studies with Ms. Croone and 
Mr. Kareem: 
We are continuing to travel the globe!  
We have wrapped up Europe and then 
traveled east to Southeast Asia.  While in 
this part of the world we are looking at 
the history and impact of empires, 
modern history and its effects it is having 
on the environment.  While looking at the 
maps, the idea of TODALSS(Title, 
Orientation, Date, Author, Legend, 
Source and Scale) are now imprinted on 
our minds as we look at a variety of maps 
in this unit.  Quarter 3 is ending soon so 
please look to see what missing work you 
have that could be turned in!   

 

EVERY MEAL 

 
Please fill out our QR code or this link if 
you are interested in getting items from 
the Murray food pantry sponsored by 
Every Meal. Link: 
https://forms.gle/Uu7GTHWuTCiZgZ9b9. 
We have food available at Murray for 
students to pick up at the end of the day 
on Fridays. It is in our Food pantry – see 
Google Form for more info. Please write 
down your name, your contact 
information, and which items you’d be 
interested in your student picking up 
each week. Students will take these 
items home in their backpacks. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Contact Justine Revermann 
(justine.revermann@spps.org or 651-
744-7130) or Lisa Engelstad 
(lisa.engelstad@spps.org or 651-744-
2397). You can reach out to us to 
schedule an appointment to pick up 
some food items. 

 
 

Murray Middle 
Presents…Mary Poppins, Jr. 

 
Performances will be: 
Friday, March 22nd, 7:00PM 
Saturday, March 23rd, 7:00PM 
Sunday, March 24th, 2:00PM 

Murray Middle School - Class 
Registration v3.0 - Saint Paul 
Public Schools 
(rschooltoday.com) 
 

Music Fundraiser 

 
Murray Middle Schools Music program is 
doing a Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser on 
April 2nd from 5pm-7pm at Murray Middle 
Schools Cafeteria. They will be serving 
Spaghetti, Salad, Bread and a Dessert. 
Music students will be performing solos 
or ensemble pieces while you eat. This 
will be a pay as you can with suggestions 
of $10.00 per individual, $30.00 per 
family, $50.00 or more for a pay it 
forward. Please come and support our 
great music program. Proceeds will buy 
supplies, transportation costs for getting 
out in the community, buying music, and 
helping pay registration fees when 
needed for honor bands/orchestra. 
 
Purchase here: rschooltoday.com 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

https://forms.gle/Uu7GTHWuTCiZgZ9b9
mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org
mailto:lisa.engelstad@spps.org
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getcategory/program_id/70
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getcategory/program_id/70
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getcategory/program_id/70
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getcategory/program_id/70
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getclass/category_id/510/program_id/70


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Counselor’s Corner 
 

Hello Murray Families -  

 
Current 6th and 7th graders/families:  

We will be having our in-school registration for next year’s elective courses during the week after spring break. We will 

have students register during school with counselor and teacher support during their science classes. Once our course guide 

is finalized, we will put it in our upcoming newsletters and share it with students during their Foundations courses. We will 

send out a family communication with more information as we have it.  

 
Registration schedule (in science classes):  

• Monday, April 15: Ms. Dooley (7th grade) 

• Tuesday, April 16: Mr. Altringer (7th grade) 
• Thursday, April 18: Ms. Crowley (6th grade)  
• Friday, April 19: Mr. Chase (6th grade) 

 

8th grade families/high school information 

• Como Park High School  

• Registration date: Wednesday, April 17 from 5:00-7:00 PM in person at Como Park High School 

• Website: https://sites.google.com/stpaul.k12.mn.us/sy24-25como-park-registration/home 

• Academy of Finance: Hey 8th graders! Are you going to Como Park Senior High School next year? Are you 

interested in business? Consider joining the Academy of Finance! The Academy of Finance (AOF) is a small learning 

community that offers high school students an opportunity to study all areas of business in preparation for college 

and/or a professional setting.  

• On April 26th, current Academy of Finance students will be coming to speak with you at the 8th grade Assembly.  

• For more information, check out this flyer or visit our website. 

 
 

• Central High School  

• Registration Date: Thursday, April 18 from 5:00-7:00 PM  

• Registration website: https://central.spps.org/students1/counseling/course-request-information  

 

All families:  

 
It’s already that time - Summer School registration is open TODAY. 

Registration info here: https://www.spps.org/academics/summer-learning-programs#anchorName.  

There is also a paper application attached at the end of this newsletter.  
 

You will register through Campus Parent Portal: https://spps.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/stpaul.jsp - if you 

need to reset your Parent Portal password or find username use this link: https://www.spps.org/families/campus-parent-

portal-onestop/reset-username-password or call Murray at (651) 293-8740 

 
Contact Murray Middle School Counselors with any questions or to help register: Justine Revermann 

(justine.revermann@spps.org) 651-744-7130 or Lisa Engelstad (lisa.engelstad@spps.org) 651-744-2397. 

 
Here’s more information: Middle School Summer information  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://sites.google.com/stpaul.k12.mn.us/sy24-25como-park-registration/home
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OB_h5yVT-XWB79EjxBsCjH7G1fs8NaJn/edit
https://comosr.spps.org/academics/academy-of-finance
https://central.spps.org/students1/counseling/course-request-information
https://www.spps.org/academics/summer-learning-programs#anchorName
https://spps.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/stpaul.jsp
https://www.spps.org/families/campus-parent-portal-onestop/reset-username-password
https://www.spps.org/families/campus-parent-portal-onestop/reset-username-password
mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org
mailto:lisa.engelstad@spps.org
https://www.spps.org/academics/summer-learning-programs/middle-school


  

 
 

3 Middle School Summer Options:  

 

 

K-8 Freedom School:  
 

• Location: LEAP - former John A. Johnson school, 740 York Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 55106 

• Program Dates and Times: June 24-August 2 (28 days), 8:45 a.m.-3:45 p.m. 

No programs on Thursday, July 4 and Friday, July 5 

• Description: Freedom Schools strengthens literacy skills through a researched-based Integrated Reading Curriculum that 

features books, materials and projects that represent the heritages and experiences of our scholars. Essential features include 

Hero Elementary K-2; science, technology, engineering, arts, and math instruction; parent and family empowerment events; 

community engagement; pathways to careers; health and wellness; social action and field trips. Scholars see themselves in our 

high-quality Servant Leader Educators and community leader mentors/role models. This program is developed in collaboration 

with the Saint Paul Promise Neighborhood. 

 

Grades 3-8 ESTEM (Environmental Science, Technology, Engineering, Math): 

 
• Location: E-STEM Middle School, 600 Weir Drive, Woodbury, MN 55125 

• Program Dates & Times: June 24-July 26 (23 days), 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m. 

No programs on Thursday, July 4 & Friday, July 5 

• Description: Students experience hands-on activities and field trips with a focus on environmental science, technology, 

engineering and math (STEM). Classes and activities include engineering, coding, construction, sports, environmental studies, 

cooking and working with computers. This program is sponsored by 3M and includes multiple STEM-themed field trips.  

 

Grades 5-8 Summer Quest: 
 

• Location: Washington Technology Magnet (1495 Rice Street, Saint Paul, MN 55117 

• Program Dates & Times: June 24-July 26 (23 days), 8:45 a.m.-2:45 a.m. No programs on Thursday, 

July 4 and Friday, July 5 

• Students receive academic support, develop leadership skills and participate in enrichment activities.  

Students in grade 5 learn skills to prepare for their transition to middle school.  When registering, students 

rank their top 3 elective choices to enhance their summer learning experience.   

 

Based on space availability, students will be placed in 2 of the following enrichment and elective course options: 

• Cooking / Agriculture 

• Fiber Arts and Textile Design 

• Intro to Coding 

• Physical Education / Gym 

• Robotics 

• Theater Arts 

• Various Music Options (band, orchestra, guitar/ukulele, keyboard, digital music, drums) 

• Visual Art and Design 

https://www.spps.org/academics/summer-learning-programs/middle-school#fs-panel-234134


  

 

 
 
Teenventure is back! Teenventure is our non-school day career exploration program to inspire 6th-8th graders to imagine 
about their future.  The whole trip is FREE! And transportation, lunch and a snack will be provided.  
 
Our next set of Teenventure activities will be over Spring break (April 9th, 11th and 12th) from 8am-4:30pm.  

 
Field trip options: 
 
Tuesday, April 9th: 
 
Morning choices: U.S District Court, Carpenters Union or Waycool cooking school. 
Afternoon: Everyone will head to Grand Slam!                                                                               
 
Thursday, April 11th 
 
Morning choices: Wildlife Science Center, Poplar Hill Goat Farm, or Minneapolis College  
Afternoon: Everyone will head to Urban Air!                                                                               
 
Friday, April 12th  
 
Morning choices: Bricklayers Training Center, Stellar Hair or Junior Achievement  
 Afternoon: Everyone will head to PINZ!                                                                                                    
 
Spots are limited (14 students/school), and deadline is Friday, March 29th                                                                 
 
Online forms can be found on the Teenventure website, and paper forms can be found in the main office! Please return to 
Ms. Abby or the main office.  
Any questions reach out to Ms. Abby (abby.adegeye@spps.org), or call 651-744-3189. 

 
 

https://commed.spps.org/youth-programs/afterschool-for-middle/teenventure-non-school-day-program


  

 Debate 
 
 
Hello from the Minnesota Urban Debate League! We are excited to share the results of your team’s second 
Middle School Debate tournament with you. This tournament had over 160 debaters competing across all 
divisions - it was a large and highly competitive tournament that Murray excelled in! 

 
Your coaches, Becky Stedje and Lily Teske, have continued to guide your students well in their debate journey, 
comments volunteer judge and local debate coach, Lizzy Sable, adding, “I could really see the growth in students 
just between rounds today. Every debate they are learning something new - working on their critical thinking, 
increasing in confidence, and learning to see multiple sides of any given situation.”  

 
At each tournament, debaters have the opportunity to earn partnership awards (based on number of wins) and 
speaker awards (based on individual performance). Your team earned both!  

 
Thank you for supporting debate at your school! We’re excited to host the Conference Championship on 
Thursday this week at the University of Minnesota - Twin Cities’ campus! Best of luck to your debaters! 

 
Best, 
Jake Swede 
Program Director 
Minnesota Urban Debate League  

 
Tournament Results Rookie Division 

 
Team Awards 

• 6: Jones & Ailabouni 
• 13: Adam & Keeler 

• 20: Laska & Kryvalap 

 
Speaker Awards 

• 9: Mariya Adam 

• 23: Karam Ailabouni 
• 32: Travis Jones 

• 45: Elias Keeler 

• 47: Peter Laska 

• 56: Yury Kryvalap 

 

Novice Division 

 
Team Awards 

• 3: Boyd & Van Keerbergen & Lindsley 

 
Speaker Awards 

• 4: Alice Van Keerbergen 

• 6: Kiran Boyd 

• 18: Mary Grace Lindsley 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

Attention Soon-to-Be CPHS Cougars! 

 

Are you interested in getting to know other Como Park High School Families? Would you like to be a part of 

an organization that works to support and boost student clubs/organizations, athletics, and teachers? Consider 

joining us on the Como Park Booster Club! The Booster Club functions unlike a traditional booster club in that 

we support ALL CPHS activities. We hope you join us on Tuesday, April 16th at 6:30 PM to meet other CPHS 

families, staff, and administrators. 

 

We look forward to seeing you then! 

 

Como Park Booster Club 

comoparkboosterclub@gmail.com 

 

mailto:comoparkboosterclub@gmail.com


  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 
 
 
 
 


