PLEASANT VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Brodheadsville, PA 18322

Minutes of the February 22, 2024
Board Approved 3-14-2024 Board of Education Meeting

CALL TO ORDER:

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Pleasant Valley School District Board of Education was
held on February 22, 2024 and called to order by President Sue Kresge at 7:00 PM. The Pledge
of Allegiance was led by Mr. Brian Morgan followed by a moment of silence. The meeting was
held in the Pleasant Valley School District Conference Room, 2233 Route 115, Brodheadsville,
PA 18322.

Roll Call -= School Board Recorder: Ms. Debra Duff

School Board members in attendance: Mrs. Susan Kresge, Mr. Robert Clark, Mr. Norm
Burger, Mr. Matthew Walters, Mr. Ryan O’Keefe, Mr. John Gesiskie, Mrs. Melanie Zipp, Mr.
Michael Galler, Mrs. Diane Serfass.

Administrative staff in attendance: Dr. James Konrad, Superintendent, Dr. Rae Lin Howard,
Assistant Superintendent, Mrs. Lori Fulmer, Director of Human Resources, Mr. Michael
Simonetta, Business Manager, Mrs. Tammy Smale, Assistant Business Manager, Mrs. Kathleen
Franklin, Assistant Board Secretary, Mr. Chuck Tomori, Technology Coordinator, Mr. James
Korcienski, Director of Athletics, Mr. Randy Smale, Director of Operations, Ms. Julie Harris,
Director of Special Education, Ms. Bernadette Fierro, Curriculum Supervisor.

Building Administrative staff in attendance: Mr. Jonathan Ayre, Mr. Brian Boylan, Mr.
Jeremy Byrd, Ms. Josephine Fields, Mr. Roger Pomposello, Mr. Tim McCutchan, Mr. Jason Van
Voorhis.

School Solicitor in attendance: Alicia Luke, Esq.

Notification of Executive Session:

President Sue Kresge announced that an executive session was held on February 22, 2024
immediately prior to the regularly scheduled meeting for the purposes of personnel matters
including, but not limited to, performance and/or discipline; negotiations; and legal issues.

Senior Class President Madeline Worden - Ms. Worden highlighted activities and events at
the high school:
e Scheduling meetings were held for 9™, 10% and 11t grade students for the upcoming
school year and a parent scheduling meeting was held on February 12%,
e The Guidance Department has been making students aware of the scholarship
opportunities that are available.
Senior Class photos were taken this week.
Principals make end of the month videos and can be watched on the PV website.
Spring sports are underway and free physicals were held.
Diversity club is hosting a Door Decorating Contest for Black History Month.
Leo Club which sponsors Mini-Thon is hosting a Shrek Movie Night tomorrow night.
HOSA held a Food Drive these past couple of weeks, with donations going to the West
End Food Pantry.
Senior Class had a fashion show last weekend and it was a success.
The Class of 2027 is hosting a Dodgeball tournament in March.
The Superintendent Advisory Committee Meeting was held on February 7.
National Art Honor Society field Trip was on February 16™ and artwork was seen in both
the Philadelphia Museum of Art and the Barnes Museum.
Congratulations were extended to all Fall Sports Teams.
e The Spring Musical, based on the Sister Act play will be shown on March 22", 23, and
on the 24,
e High School Students will be visiting PVI on March 8™ to participate in Read Across
America week and will read a book to PVI students.
e Early Dismissal will be on March 27, which starts our Spring Recess.

February Students of the Month

The student of the month event was presented by principals and teachers recognizing students
nominated by their teachers. They read statements of praise and accomplishments of their
respective students who received the honor of being named Student of the Month. Students
recognized along with their families were: PVE - Alexander Meloy, Maci Magluilo, Palmer
Newman; PVI - Kerra Wetzel, Kohlby Polchik, Natalee Fentzlaff; PVMS - David James, Alina
Aviles, Emerie Gonzalez; PVHS - Kaylie Cepeda, Aiden Cannarella, Darianna Rizvic, Nicolas
Arevalo Serran; PV Bears Academy - Ellie Lata. Principals also took this opportunity to
recognize their employees of the month for the month of February: PVE - Darcy Caruso, Kristen
Pierri; PVI - Nicole Secara, Kimberly Wimmer; PVMS - Roxanne Scott, Eddison Clarke; PVHS -
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Jason Robbins, Judith Bertsch. Principals also took this opportunity to highlight special events
and activities at their respective buildings.

MCTI 2024-2025 Budget Presentation — Mr. Dennis Virga, Director

Mr. Virga provided a PowerPoint presentation of the 2024-2025 budget. He reviewed the
Operating Budget funding formula, enrollment, enroliment county percentages, and revenues.
Mr. Virga stated that Pleasant Valley’s share is $1,929,844.14 of the $9,149,981.96 budget. He
also reviewed the current and future capital improvement projects and shared photos of the
student project of a storage building. Mrs. Kresge thanked Mr. Virga and informed all that a
request for the approval of the MCTI 2024-2025 budget will be brought before the Board at the
next Board of Education meeting.

Superintendent’s Response to Community Questions: Dr. Konrad updated all regarding
the Singer Scholarship. He stated that we have been informed that Dr. Avery, the individual
responsible for overseeing the Singer Scholarship, has chosen not to offer it to students within
our school district this year. He said that while the decision is disappointing, it is one that we
must respect and that Dr. Avery holds the authority in the selection process and we honor the
autonomy granted in such matters. He assured all that this will not deter us from our
commitment to supporting students in their academic pursuits. Further, required training has
been completed by our school counselor for the Singer Scholarship and hopes that Dr. Avery
and the selection committee will reconsider offering it to our students in the future. In the
meantime, Dr. Konrad stated that we will continue to explore and promote other scholarship
opportunities within and beyond our school district. Dr. Konrad stated that there were three
community members, Donna Yozwiak, Sandy Bartashunas, and Theresa Daly, who posed
questions about high school scholarships. He encouraged high school seniors to stay proactive
in their scholarship search by checking the high school guidance website.

Dr. Konrad addressed the question regarding cyber charter reform and stated that the projected
cost for 2023-2024 is approximately six million which is down from the pandemic total of $13.2
million dollars. He said that our PV Bears Academy program continues to work towards bringing
students back to Pleasant Valley. Dr. Konrad also informed all that for grades K-5 our teachers
will be directly instructing our cyber students for the 2024-2025 school year. He also stated
that a meeting with Senator Rosemary Brown was held to discuss cyber charter reform and he
has reached out to PA House of Representative Tarah Probst regarding her efforts for cyber
charter reform.

SECRETARY'’S REPORT: Mrs. Tammy Smale, Board Secretary

Mr. Burger motioned, seconded by Mr. Gesiskie to approve the minutes of the Board of
Education Meeting held on February 8, 2024; approve the Board Meeting Agenda of February
22, 2024.

VOICE VOTE: 9-0 CARRIED

President Sue Kresge announced the meeting procedures and an opportunity was given for
Pleasant Valley citizens to address the Board on agenda items:

Pleasant Valley Citizens — (Agenda items):
Ms. Alexandria Gibb, Chestnuthill Township, expressed concern about the supplemental
contract.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Mrs. Diane Serfass
Mr. Burger motioned, seconded by Mr. Galler to approve Agenda item #4.A. — Accounts Payable,
as attached:
Approval of Agenda item #4.B. - Accounts Payable February 22, 2024.
Approval of Agenda item #4.C. - Trial Balance/Financial Statement January 2024.
Approval of Agenda item #4.D. — Asset Cost Summary January 2024.
Approval of Agenda item #4.E. - Condensed Board Summary II/Expenditures and Revenues
January 2024.
VOICE VOTE: 9-0 CARRIED

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Solicitor: Alicia Luke, Esq. — No report.
NEW BUSINESS:

Monroe Career & Technical Institute — Mrs. Diane Serfass: Mrs. Serfass wished all DECA
students good luck at the competition in Hershey this evening.

Colonial IU20 - Mr. Michael Galler: No report.
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PSBA Legislative Liaison Report - Mrs. Melanie Zipp: An informational report was
provided. Mrs. Zipp highlighted areas of the report:
e PSBA Trust student scholarship applications will be accepted through March 15t%;
e Two new grant opportunities - School Violence Prevention Program, and Renew
America’s Schools Program from the Department of Energy; and
e School Safety Summit.

Education Committee - Mrs. Susan Kresge: Mrs. Kresge stated that there was a student
academic outcomes presentation given at the work session held on February 8. In addition,
she stated that two items discussed at that meeting are on this evening’s agenda: Kuder, an
Online College and Career Readiness Platform; and a High Impact Tutoring Program which is
provided at no cost to the District. Mrs. Kresge also highlighted items contained in the PSBA
State of Education 2024 document which outlines challenges throughout school districts. She
reviewed topics of concern and said that there will be an article in the March issue of The West
End Happenings.

Finance Committee - Mrs. Diane Serfass: Mrs. Serfass stated that a motion is on this
evening’s agenda for consideration regarding financing.

Athletic Committee — Mr. Ryan O’Keefe: Mr. O’Keefe stated that the End of Season Reports
for Athletics and Non Sport PIAA Activities are attached to the agenda for informational
purposes. He said that spring sports begin March 4%, In addition, Mr. O’Keefe stated that he
attended the EPC championship and it was a great event. He also announced that PV will be
hosting girls and boys basketball events on Friday.

Policy Committee - Mrs. Melanie Zipp: No report.

Capital Improvement Plan Report — Mr. Norm Burger: Mr. Burger stated that the meeting
that was scheduled for today was postponed until tomorrow.

Technology Report — Mr. Robert Clark: An informational report was provided.
Security Report - Mr. Matthew Walters: No report.

SUPERINTENDENT-REPORT/REQUESTS: Dr. James Konrad

Mr. Gesiskie motioned, seconded by Mr. Walters to approve Agenda item #7. - Superintendent
Items:

Approval of Agenda item #7.A. — The following early graduation candidate pending completion

of required credits as recommended by the Superintendent: Student PVEG-01.
VOICE VOTE: 9-0 CARRIED

Agenda item #7.B. - Informational: First Reading of Policies as provided:
e Policy 141 PVSD Bears Academy Online Learning
e Policy 249 Bullying/Cyberbullying

Agenda item #7.C. — Informational: The February enrollment report was provided.

HUMAN RESOURCES: Mrs. Lori Fulmer

Mrs. Serfass motioned, seconded by Mr. Gesiskie to approve Agenda item #8.A. — Personnel
Items:

Approval of Agenda item #8.B. — Hiring of Paraprofessional Associates for Learning Recovery
Opportunity (LRO) (pending receipt of required paperwork):

Name Building Salary
1. Jacqueline Dougherty PVE/PVI $23.00 per hour
2. Alex Foreman PVE/PVI $23.00 per hour
3. Tiffany Silva PVE/PVI $23.00 per hour
Approval of Agenda item #8.C. - Change to Current Assignment:

1. Name: Larissa Folio

Current Position: 4t Grade Teacher

Current Building: PVIS

New Position: Remedial Math Teacher

Building: PVES

Effective Date: April 2, 2024

Replace: Christopher Becker
2. Name: Katie Frankunas

Current Position: LTS 5% Grade Teacher
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Current Building:

PVIS

New Position:

4t Grade Teacher

(will remain 5% Grade for the remainder of the
2023/2024 school year)

Contract Type: TPE

Building: PVIS

Effective Date: February 23, 2024
Replace: Larissa Folio

Approval of Agenda item #8.D. - Business Manager Appointment:

1.

Name:

Tammy Smale

Current Position:

Assistant Business Manager

New Position:

Business Manager

Salary: $155,000
Effective Date: July 1, 2024
Replace: Michael Simonetta

Approval of Agenda item #8.E. — Title Change: Bernadette Fierro from Supervisor of Curriculum
& Instruction for Secondary to Supervisor of Curriculum & Instruction effective July 1, 2024.

Approval of Agenda item #8.F. — Supplemental Contracts - Athletic:

Name Sport Position Level Salary
1. Laura Ammerman Boys Tennis Varsity Head Coach L1 $4,750.00
2. Gail Urland Boys Tennis JV Assistant L1 $3,550.00
3. Danielle Henry Track and Field | Varsity/JV Assistant L1 $4,550.00
4, Lauren Black Track and Field | JH Assistant L2 $3,500.00
Approval of Agenda item #8.G. — Supplemental Contracts: Athletic Non-Coaching:
Name Sport Position Salary
1. Michael Depalma Girls Softball Scorebook $25.00 per
event
2. Michael Depalma All Sports Substitute Worker Per event
pay
3. David A. Morton Track and Field Varsity Timer $35.00 per
event
4, David A. Morton Track and Field JH Timer $35.00 per
event
5. David A Morton All Sports Substitute Worker Per event
pay
6. Anne Morton Track and Field Varsity Statistician $48.00
7 Anne Morton Track and Field JH Statistician $48.00
Approval of Agenda item #8.H. - Supplemental Contracts: Non-Athletic:
1. Club/Activity: Honor Society Advisor — Junior
Advisor;: Bonita White
Dates: March 11, 2024 - May 31, 2024
Day(s): Tuesdays
Times: 2:30 PM - 4:00 PM
Building: PVMS
Salary: $1,600.00 (prorated)

Approval of Agenda item #8.1. - Building Volunteers: Crystal Pope.

Approval of Agenda item #8.]. — Leave Without Pay:

1. Name: Christine Abrams
Position: Monitor
Building: PVMS
Number of Days: One (1)
Dates: December 22, 2023
2. Name: Lisa Costenbader
Position: Food Service Employee
Building: PVES
Number of Days: Three (3)
Dates: January 31, 2024 - February 2, 2024
3. Name: Francesco Franzese
Position: Security
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Number of Days: Two (2)
Dates: January 3, 2024 - January 4, 2024
4. Name: Shantel Gaton
Position: Paraprofessional Associate
Building: PVES
Number of Days: Eight (8)
Dates: December 11, 2023, December 13, 2023 - December
15, 2023, December 22, 2023, January 17, 2024,
January 22, 2024 and January 31, 2024
5. Name: Brooke Mosesman
Position: Food Service Employee
Building: PVES
Number of Days: One (1)
Dates: December 22, 2023
6. Name: Laurie Rubin
Position: Food Service Employee
Building: PVES
Number of Days: One (1)
Dates: January 24, 2024

VOICE VOTE: 9-0 CARRIED

Agenda item #8.K. — Informational: Family and Medical Leave:

1. Employee ID: 4616
Position: Custodian
Building: PVES
Intermittent Dates: December 11, 2023 - December 10, 2024
Agenda item #8.L. — Informational: Resignation:
Name Position Effective Date

1. Mark Allison

Boys Tennis Head Coach February 5, 2024

Mr. Gesiskie thanked Mr. Allison for his years of service. He thanked Mrs. Smale for her
information and explanation of the budget process. Mrs. Serfass congratulated Mrs. Smale on
her appointment as Business Manager.

ADDENDUM - HUMAN RESOURCES: Mrs. Lori Fulmer
Mr. Gesiskie motioned, seconded by Mr. Galler to approve Addendum item #9.A. — Personnel

Addendum Items:

Approval of Addendum item #9.B. — Correction: Supplemental Contract: Athletic:

Name Sport Position | Level Salary |Previously
Approved
1. Hope Christman Track & Assistant L5 $5,250.00 | January
Field Coach 11, 2024

Approval of Addendum item #9.C. - Athletic Volunteer: Christopher Beck — Baseball.

Approval of Addendum item #9.D. - Building Volunteer: Nicoraiya Cohen.

VOICE VOTE: 9-0 CARRIED

CURRICULUM & STAFF DEVELOPMENT: Dr. Rae Lin Howard
Mr. Galler motioned, seconded by Mr. Clark to approve Agenda item #10.A. — Curriculum &

Staff Development items:

Approval of Agenda item #10.B. - Field Trip: FBLA overnight field trip for 52 students to Hershey
Lodge, April 7-10, 2024 for statewide competition.

Approval of Agenda item #10.C. - Proposal for the 2024 PV Cub Summer Academy, as provided.

Approval of Agenda item #10.D. - The release of the Positive Behavior Interventions & Support
(PBIS) surveys to be completed by PVI students and parents/guardians, as provided.

Approval of Agenda item #10.E. — Articulation Agreement with Delaware Valley University, as

provided.
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Approval of Agenda item #10.F. - PVHS Program of Studies Addendum, as provided.

VOICE VOTE: 9-0 CARRIED

OPERATIONS SERVICES: Mr. Randy Smale -
Mrs. Zipp motioned, seconded by Mr. Gesiskie to approve Agenda item #11. - Operations

Items:

Approval of Agenda item #11.A. — Facility Usage:

A. Organization Girls on the Run Pocono
Schedule ID Number 13133
Facility Requested Pleasant Valley Intermediate School Auxiliary Gym
Purpose SE Curriculum Infuse Physical Activity into Lessons
Dates/Times March 7, 2024 through May 16, 2024
3:45PM - 5:00PM
March Dates: 7, 12, 14, 19, 21, 26, 28
April Dates: 2, 4, 9, 11, 16, 23, 25, 30
May Dates: 2, 7,9, 14, 16
Requestor Alison Fennell
Attendance 22
Tuition None
Fee by District Class 3, All Appropriate Fees Apply
B. Organization Girls on the Run Pocono
Schedule ID Number 13134
Facility Requested Pleasant Valley Middle School Hallway/Corridor
Purpose 6t and 8™ Grade Girls with SE Curriculum Infuse Physical
Activity into Lessons
Dates/Times March 5, 2024 through May 14, 2024
2:30PM - 4:30PM
March Dates: 5, 12, 19. 26
April Dates: 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
May Dates: 7, 14
Requestor Alison Fennell
Attendance 13
Tuition None
Fee by District Class 3, All Appropriate Fees Apply
C. Organization Pleasant Valley Girls Lacrosse
Schedule ID Number 13381
Facility Requested Pleasant Valley High School Stadium Field/Restrooms
Purpose Lacrosse Clinic for Girls to Learn How to Play Lacrosse
Dates/Times June 10th, 11th, 12t 13th 2024 5:00PM - 8:00PM
Requestor Trisha Angeli
Attendance 50
Tuition None
Fee by District Class 3, All Appropriate Fees Apply
D. Organization Pleasant Valley Elementary PTO
Schedule ID Number 13386
Facility Requested Pleasant Valley Elementary School Back Parking Lot
Purpose Earth Day Event
Dates/Times April 19, 2024 9:00AM - 3:30PM
Requestor Samantha Marrero
Attendance 1000
Tuition None
Fee by District Class 3, All Appropriate Fees Apply

VOICE VOTE: 9-0 CARRIED

BUILDING REPORTS (Agenda item #12) - Building reports were provided for the month of
February.

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT: Mr. Michael Simonetta
Mr. Burger motioned, seconded by Mr. Gesiskie to approve Agenda item #13.A. - Business
Management Items:

Approval of Agenda item #13.B. — Cafeteria Fund as provided:
1. Cafeteria Accounts Payable for February 22, 2024.
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2. Cafeteria Fund Asset Cost Summary - January 2024.

Approval of Agenda item #13.C. - The following contracts as provided:

1. PrimeroEdge - POS Software and Online Payment Software for Food Service $3,180.00
Annual Cost plus one-time Configuration and Training Cost $1,995.00

2. EduHealth - SIS and Student Health Integration Software - Total Cost: $12,450.00
Annual this included a one-time $500 set up fee.

3. Xerox - Print Shop Agreement - Terms: 02/01/2024 - 09/30/2026 Total Cost:
$30,729.05 per month

4. Engle-Hambright & Davies, Inc. - Student Helper Accident Renewal Policy. Effective
2/9/2024 - 2/9/2025. Total Cost: $494.10

5. Imagine Learning - Providing professional development of PVBA staff. Effective 3/1/24-
2/28/25. Cost: $1,500

6. Kuder - Online College & Career Readiness Platform and services. Cost $11,000 per year.

7. TeamSnap - Sports Team Management Communication app Terms: 2/15/2024 -
5/31/2025 Cost $3458.00 per year

8. Varsity Tutors - High Impact Tutoring Program provided at no cost to District

Approval of Agenda item #13.D. - 2024-2029 Supplemental Contract, as provided.

Approval of Agenda item #13.E. - Purchase of New Maintenance Vehicle, as provided - Koch
33 Ford Co-Stars Contract # 25-E22-474 - Not to exceed $59,173.00. New 2024 Ford F350 4x4
Regular Cab with snow plow.

Approval of Agenda item #13.F. — Payment from Bond Fund, as provided.
Approval of Agenda item #13.G. - Payment from Capital Reserve, as provided.

Approval of Agenda item #13.H. — Capital Improvements Financing Resolution. Issuance of the
School District’s General Obligation Bonds in an amount not to exceed fifteen million dollars
($15,000,000.00), for the purposes of (1) capital improvements to school facilities and school
buildings owned and operated by the School District, including, without limitation renovations
to the High School; (2) currently refunding all or a portion of the School District’s outstanding
General Obligation Bonds, Series of 2018; and (3) paying costs and expenses associated with
the issuance of the Bonds, as well as the approval of Bond Purchase Agreement with Raymond
James & Associates, Inc., dated September 21, 2023, as Purchaser of the Bonds.

Approval of Agenda item #13.1. — Student Placement: Student #23-24 B-18 - Bethlehem Area
School District, effective 03/23/2023.

Approval of Agenda item #13.]. — Participation in the Department of General Services Costars
Contract for Sodium Chloride (Road Salt) for the fiscal year 2024-2025.

VOICE VOTE: 9-0 CARRIED

Agenda item #13.K. - Informational: PCCD Grant Fund Allocations: Purchase of Additional
Security Cameras for Auditorium, Stadium, New Gym and Hallway. Total Cost - $ 23,671.00
to be paid using PCCD Grant.

Agenda item #13.L. — Informational: ESSER III Fund Allocations:
1. Global Vending Group - Book Vending Machine for PVE & PVI - Qty. 2 - Cost:
$7,139.00 per machine.
2. Eric Armin Inc. - T-84 Calculators with batteries and cases for High School Math - Qty.
400 - Total Cost: $39,037.44.
3. Lu Technologies - Interactive Projector providing educational activities including
literacy, numeracy, social studies, sciences and arts. Total Cost: $53,450.00.

Agenda item #13.M. - Informational: Student Fundraiser Report as provided.
Agenda item #13.N. - informational: Student Activities Account as provided.
Agenda item #13.0. - Informational: District Investment Report as provided.

ADDENDUM - BUSINESS MANAGEMENT: Mr. Michael Simonetta
Mr. Burger motioned, seconded by Mrs. Zipp to approve Agenda item #14.A. - Business
Management Addendum Items:

Approval of Addendum item #14.B. - The following contract:
1. Colonial Intermediate Unit # 20 - One-on-one associate teacher for a PVSD Student.
Total Cost: not to exceed $23,210.10 Terms: 01/24/2024 - end of the 2023-2024
school year.
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Approval of Addendum item #14.C. - Establishment of Student Activity Fund Account for the
Debate Club at the Pleasant Valley High School.

VOICE VOTE: 9-0 CARRIED
SOLICITOR: Alicia Luke, Esq. — No report.

PLEASANT VALLEY CITIZENS - Agenda items/Non-Agenda items:
Ms. Nellie Gordon, Chestnuthill Township, requested the status of a Night of Unity event.

Ms. Kathleen Rojas, Polk Township, expressed safety and bullying concerns referring to
incidents involving her son at PVI.

PLEASANT VALLEY SCHOOL DIRECTORS:
Mr. Gesiskie wished wrestlers Juliet Trout and Lily Decker good luck as they compete at
Regionals this Sunday.

Mr. Galler congratulated the DECA students for their accomplishments at the state competition.
Mrs. Kresge asked all for their thoughts and prayers for retiring tennis coach Mr. Mark Allison.

SUPERINTENDENT REMARKS:

Dr. Konrad congratulated Mrs. Tammy Smale on her appointment as our Business Manager. He
also congratulated PVHS’s Aaron Rehrig who was recognized as one of six area players by the
Lehigh Valley Chapter of the National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame and will be
honored at the banquet at Northampton Community Center on March 3™. In addition, Dr.
Konrad congratulated the PV Girls Wrestling at districts where Juliette Trout was awarded the
silver medal and Lily Decker pinned her opponent and was awarded the bronze medal. He
wished them good luck as they compete at Regionals in Quakertown.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Clark motioned, seconded by
Mr. O’Keefe to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 PM.

CARRIED

Respectfully submitted,

Tammy Smale, Board Secretary

Debra L. Duff, Board Recorder

The next regularly scheduled Board of Education meeting:
March 14, 2024 at 7:00 PM
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