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ORANGEBURG COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT UNVEILS THE LAKE 
MARION TECHNOLOGY CENTER GATOR CAFÉ 

 
ORANGEBURG, S.C. – Orangeburg County School District (OCSD) is proud to announce the 
grand opening of the Lake Marion Technology Center Gator Café, a new venture led by the 
talented students of the Culinary Arts program. The ribbon-cutting ceremony is scheduled for 
Friday, March 8, 2024, at 12 noon, marking a milestone in the district's commitment to providing 
hands-on, real-world learning experiences for its students. 
 
The Gator Café, entirely run by students under the guidance of culinary instructors, offers a 
unique platform for young culinarians to showcase their skills, creativity, and passion for the 
culinary arts. This initiative not only enhances their learning experience but also serves the 
community by offering delightful culinary creations. 
 
"The Gator Café exemplifies our dedication to transcending traditional learning environments. 
By providing our students with the opportunity to operate a real-world business, we are 
equipping them with invaluable skills, confidence, and the experience needed to succeed beyond 
the confines of the classroom," said Dr. Shawn Foster, OCSD Superintendent. 
 
The Gator Café has already begun to make its mark, having catered lunch for a recent OCSD 
Principals meeting, where the students' culinary skills were on full display. Their ability to 
manage and execute such an event speaks volumes of the practical skills and professionalism 
being fostered within the program. 
 
The media is cordially invited to attend the grand opening event to witness firsthand the 
remarkable talents of these young chefs and to support a program that goes beyond the four 
walls of the classroom, offering students real-life experiences and challenges. 
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Orangeburg County School District extends its gratitude to all who have supported this venture 
and invites the community to join in celebrating the opening of the Gator Café. Together, we 
are nurturing the next generation of culinary experts and leaders. 
 
Event Details: 

• Date: Friday, March 8, 2024 
• Time: 12 noon 
• Location: Lake Marion Technology Center Gator Café,  3656 Tee Vee Rd, Santee, SC 

 

Orangeburg County School District 

The mission of Orangeburg County School District, the catalyst of innovation and excellence, is 
to ensure all students discover and develop their person, purpose, and platform through high-
quality educational experiences distinguished by a culture of collaboration, equity, and inclusion; 
a creative learning environment with inspiring opportunities; a commitment to nurture the 
academic, physical, social and emotional well-being of all. Visit us online at ocsdsc.org  
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