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Welcome!
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Thank you for coming tonight!

Welcome Welcome
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Class of 2030  
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7th and 8th Grade
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Tonight’s Events

Tonight:
● Guided tour of the middle school (led by 7th grade students)
● Attend the Expo in Community Hall to learn about various activities and services at 

the middle school
● Auditorium presentation where you will learn about

○ Plans for next year (schedule, electives, sports, etc.)
○ Tips to help you prepare yourself and your child for success at the middle school
○ Transition opportunities (course selection, elementary visits to the middle school, and summer 

open house)
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Your Journey Tonight…

Grey Cards: Please Stay in Auditorium 
for the first part of tonight’s Rotation 

Blue Cards: Look to see if you have 
Tour (will start in Caf)  or Expo (will 
start in Community Hall). You will be 
dismissed to those locations in a moment

Schedule in Pamphlet
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Once at the Expo…

Be sure to put your child’s first and last name and Elementary School at the top of the card (circled in yellow)

Visit as many tables as you can in the Expo and get initials from the facilitators on your card

Place completed cards in the Drawing Box in Community Hall 
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Blue Cards are dismissed to move to Expo or Cafeteria

Grey Cards
Please Stay in Auditorium 
for the first part of tonight’s 
rotation

Blue Cards
Look to see if you have Tour (will 
start in Caf)  or Expo (will start in 
Community Hall). Please use the 
doors at front of auditorium (Expo 
to right, Tour to left)



Life 
at the 

Middle School 
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Proposed Bell Schedule 2024-25

Period 1 7:25 - 8:35 Period 1 7:25 - 8:35

Period 2 8:40 - 9:50 Period 2 8:40 - 9:50

Period 3 9:55 - 11:05 Period 3 9:55 - 11:05

Period 4 11:10 - 12:20 Period 4 11:10 - 12:20

Lunch 12:20 - 12:50 iSpartan 12:20 - 12:50

iSpartan 12:50 - 1:20 Lunch 12:50 - 1:20

Period 5 1:25 - 2:35 Period 5 1:25 - 2:35



Academics: what courses do 7th graders take?

● One Math (Math 7 or Honors Math)
● One Science
● One Social Studies
● One Language Arts (Language Arts 7 or Honors Language Arts)
● Health/PE required for all 7th graders to take as one of their 

electives since it is required in MS
● 3 additional electives 
● With the exception of music ensembles, most electives will occur 

every day for one quarter. Learners will switch to a new elective each 
marking period.



Academics

● Students will receive grades in each class (A+, A, A-, B+, B, B-, 
etc.) 

● Students qualify for Honor Roll quarterly depending on their 
GPA.

● D- and above is a passing grade.
● PowerSchool will show grades in live time to students and 

parents. Recommend parents check at least. 1x/week. 
Parent login info sent in summer mailing.

● Report Cards are sent home quarterly.



Academics: When and How Will Learners Choose Classes?

● 6th grade elective course selection in each elementary school.
○ Friday, March 15, Blue Ball
○ Tuesday, March 19, Brecknock
○ Wednesday, March 20, New Holland
○ TBD, EOL learners

● Learners will choose elective classes using PowerSchool
● Students will be placed in math and ela levels based on PSSA scores, 

teacher recommendations and parent requests
● New this year: music ensembles (band, chorus, orchestra) are the graded 

Applied Music elective. Students can be in multiple ensembles.
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Course Selection

Pre-Lesson with teacher

Blue Ball- March 15
Brecknock- March 19

New Holland- March 20

Will come home with 
students after Lesson 



Elective Course Offerings 2024-25

● Course descriptions are available on 
the Middle School Website under 
“Academics” --Class of 2030 Elective 
Course Descriptions

● Here is a video explaining the various 
options available next year.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18qjYK_FymNFLPi2yjzxNu2HN5OrRTCY6/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117376267691578892089&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18qjYK_FymNFLPi2yjzxNu2HN5OrRTCY6/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117376267691578892089&rtpof=true&sd=true
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2024-2025 Elective Course Promo Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5eXk89wH1Zo
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqDNc1s0i4rTMgK22PHj_Gg?app=desktop
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Course Selection 

● If a student is absent, Mrs. Schwabe-Fry, will schedule an individual meeting with 
that student or coordinate with the elementary counselor to schedule.

● After I meet with learners, they can only change classes by contacting me. 
Changes must be made by the end of the school year. Email or call me to ask for 
changes or to pose any questions. My contact information is found on the GSMS 
website and on the back of tonight’s program.

● Nancy_Schwabe-Fry@elanco.org 717-354-1130

● be-Fry, will schedule an individual meeting with that student or coordinate with the elementary counselor to schedule.
● After I meet with learners, they can only change classes by contacting me. Changes must be made by the end of the school year. Email or call me to ask for changes or to pose any questions.
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Transition: May Visits

Each elementary school will come to the middle school 
during the day for
● Building tour
● Cafeteria presentation in the cafeteria
● Technology presentation
● Student Panel
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Transition: Summer Open House

Open House for 7th Grade:
Thursday,Aug 8

 1-3pm and 4-6pm

~Schedules
~Locker # and Locker Combo
~Self- Guided Tours
~Lanyards w/ student ID’s

Reminder to 
complete yearly 
update of your 

Parent Portal after 
July 10



Easing the Transition
• First Weeks of 

School
• Orientation to 

school procedures 
and technology

• Counselor 
Introduction

• Community-build
ing activities 

First Two Weeks of School
Transition and Acclimation Activities every day during 

Club Time
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Scheduled Transitions Activities 

March: 
● Classroom Visits with School Counselor for Course Selection

○ Blue Ball March 15
○ Brecknock March 19
○ New Holland March 20

May: 
● Elementary students tour the Middle School 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.

○ Blue Ball May 17
○ New Holland May 18
○ Brecknock May 19

● Counselor to Counselor meetings for transition

August: Summer Open House
● Thursday, Aug. 8  1-3pm and 4-6pm  



More Middle School 
Information
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THREE HOUSES – ONE FAMILY
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The Spartan Way Matrix
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Spartan Way Pay Day
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Spartan Way Pay Day | School-Wide
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The Spartan Way Cafe
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The Spartan Way Cafe
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NEW CHANGES @ GSMS



Ways for Students to Get 
Involved
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GSMS Athletics

  Boys Girls
  Football Field Hockey
  Soccer Soccer
  Cross Country Cross Country    
  Basketball         Basketball
  Wrestling                    Cheerleading (Fall & Winter)
  Track & Field         Volleyball

        Track & Field
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Athletics…What do you need to know?

How to sign up for a Fall sport:
* Forms:  www.elanco.org 

● Activities
● Athletics

○ Athletic forms
* Must have a physical after June 1..

* Fall sports begin August 12.  All forms are due before that date.
* Winter & Spring sports have informational & sign up meetings throughout the year. 

If you have any questions contact Jennifer Becker 354-1141
See the Athletic Tables in the Expo tonight!

http://www.elanco.org/
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Clubs

Mini-thon

Project Linus

Rocketry Club

Lego Club

Movie Club

FCA (Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes)

Art and Drawing Club

Environthon



Garden Spot Secondary Campus
The Spartan Way: Doing What’s Right, Doing Our Best, Doing For Others

Garden Spot Performing Arts

● Band
● Orchestra
● Chorus
● Jazz Band (club)

● GSPA Fall Play
● GSPA Spring Musical
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Questions about Coming to the MS

Mrs. Schwabe-Fry
717-354-1130
nancy_schwabe-fry@elanco.org

Canʼt wait to work with you all! 
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Prize Drawing7:20PM in the 
Auditorium
Win Gift Cards, 
Locker Items and 
Spartan Merch!
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We look forward to welcoming you and your 
child to the GSMS Family!

Thank you for coming tonight!


