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The MS SEL Curriculum Adoption Committee is delighted to announce, after extensive research and 
thoughtful consideration, we have identified CharacterStrong and Second Step as the top contenders for 
advancement to the next stage of our piloting process. 
 
Here's a brief rationale for each: 
 
CharacterStrong 

• Strengths: 
o Age-appropriate and engaging. 
o Online platform, no prep, and easy for teachers to access. 
o Positive focus on community building and student voice. 

• Considerations: 
o While there are concerns about cultural competency and potential lack of substance, the 

positive aspects, such as engagement and community building, make it worth 
considering for a pilot. 

 
Second Step 

• Strengths: 
o Familiarity and consistency across the district. 
o Online platform, no prep, and easy for teachers to access with accompanying 

worksheets. 
o Strong research background with evidence of effectiveness. 

• Considerations: 
o Despite concerns about potential outdatedness and not resonating with students since 

they use the curriculum in elementary, Second Step has a strong foundation with proven 
effectiveness and familiarity across the district. 

 

To see in depth analysis of the data, see  Narrowing to pilot data analysis .docx or  and screen shot of 

ratings below. For raw data, please see:  MS SEL Curriculum to Pilot data.xlsx.  
 
 
Upcoming Actions: 

• The Building SEL Leaders group is scheduled to convene on 12/12 for vendor training and to 
initiate planning for the upcoming pilot phase, slated to run from January through April.  

• Each school will implement varied lessons and delivery models during the pilot.  

• Communication will be disseminated to inform staff, students, and families in advance of pilot 
lesson delivery.  

• Throughout the pilot, we will actively seek feedback from staff, students, and families.  

• The Committee will meticulously analyze the feedback data to formulate a recommendation for 
the Instructional Materials Committee (IMC) regarding the selected curriculum. 

 
If you have any questions about the Middle School SEL Adoption Committee, please visit 

https://bsd405.org/get-involved/community-advisory-groups/msselcac/ or contact Wendy Powell, 
Secondary SEL Developer, at powellw@bsd405.org.  

https://bsd405.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/curriculum/SocialEmotional/EQ-yyoM-lhZOlhi3szuTCnMBpbBx7Dh3cSnoZXH_IYTuag?e=hB6Gew
https://bsd405.sharepoint.com/:x:/s/curriculum/SocialEmotional/ERfynuwh7LhIsZ0mUhXFFtkB1AzvF27IGQq8mQs6Qn6e9g?e=mCaFg5
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsd405.org%2Fget-involved%2Fcommunity-advisory-groups%2Fmsselcac%2F&data=05%7C01%7CPowellW%40bsd405.org%7C5ec519c788f049d7068808dbd998490f%7C994a41397c06491e809879006d575de0%7C0%7C0%7C638343020321926883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e1Fso1tNdDv3GE7nx%2B08lHsmQN557fUAzuCFQ07BhgE%3D&reserved=0
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