
YEAR 5 STAFF’s BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Some of Year 5 staff’s favourite books to share: 

 

 The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aiken 

In this exciting tale, two girls, Bonnie and Sylvia, must outwit their 

wicked governess, braving treacherous wolves and uncovering 

family secrets. 

 

 Varjak Paw by SF Said 

A courageous feline named Varjak Paw ventures beyond the 

confines of his home when his family is threatened to seek aid 

from legendary cats and master an ancient art 

 

 Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver 

Set in prehistoric times, Torak embarks on a perilous journey through the 

ancient forest, guided by his connection with a wolf 

companion, as they unravel secrets, confront dark forces, and 

strive to fulfill a destiny intertwined with the natural world. 

  

 Street Child by Berlie Doherty 

(Based on the real experiences of Victorian Children) Jim Jarvis 

navigates the harsh realities of Victorian London's streets after 

being orphaned, facing adversity, finding resilience, and 

seeking a sense of belonging. 

 

 The Midnight Fox by Betsy Byars 

A young boy's summer of self-discovery as he forms a profound 

bond with a wild fox which explores themes of nature, family and 

growing independence. 

 

 

 Tom’s Midnight Garden by Philippa Pearce 

A lonely boy discovers a magical garden that allows him to travel 

through time, forging a heartfelt connection with all within it. 

 

 

 Clockwork (or All Wound Up) by Phillip Pullman 

A short but captivating tale of mechanical marvels and fantastical fables 

filled with suspenseful twists and turns. 

 


